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Concerning the right Uſe of this 5 3 
DIVINE TREASURY, Jo 
- 0 * . 7 I 

S the Lon p has been pleased ſignally to duet t el 
A book to many ſouls, it has been a deciſive encou ne: 


to this further Edition of it, But as this, like other Ex 2 | 
tracts from Scripture, is liable to abuſes, it has beef woreaives = 


proper to take all poflible meaſures againſt ſuch evils, and Ky 
the unexperienced reader to a right uſe of it, 


x A 2 L EF = 


* 
Firſt, it is to be noticed (of which, indeed, every intelligent 
perſon will be aware) that this piece is not a matter of H ight 
amuſement, or calculated for the gratification of mere curioſity; 
no, the ſcope of it is, in a regular: and perſpicuous manner, to 
lead the ſupine world into ſpirituality, to enlarge their views of 
many edifying truths, and to detach them from any low, puerile 
and unworthy uſages: The inculcating ſuch admonitions has been 
thought peculiarly neceſſary to the too numerous tribe of ſenſual, 
trifling profeſſors, who have the name to live, and yet, in reality, 
are dead. Theſe are candidly warned not to think of making a 
Play-thing of this work; but that they labour to improve it to 
their effectual converſion and amendment, 


If any expreffions touch them to the quick, if they ſee them- 
ſelves any where drawn in their proper colours, let them not ſlight 
theſe as chance and accident, but be firmly perſuaded that in theſe 
the Lok D knocks at their hearts, and calls them to repenzanen: 
To this bleſſed call, let them immediately attend, and yield 
themſelves to be drawn from the world to God by this gentle 

3 ; cold 


E 
cord of love, as more eligible than to be compelled by bit and 
ſcourge. But if they meet with nothing here but words of com- 
fort and confidence, let them beware of foſtering a falſe conſola- 
tion, by precipitately embracing them; the ſafe way is to be 
moved by them to repentance, imploring Gon that he would give 
them an humiliating inſight into all their fins, and eſpecially their 
grievous depravation by original ſin; and a broken, contrite, 
and penitent heart; and implant in them that lively faith, by 
which love works, and which overcomes. the world. As they 
grow in faith and repentance, - they become ſenſible of the power 
and ſweetneſs of the goſpel, and may ſolace and ſtrengthen them» 
| ſelves in the glorious comforts thereof; all the evangelical pro- 
miſes of grace being the portion only of the penitent and mor- 


tihed ; the obdurate, the proud, the ſenſual, have not the leaſt 
ſhare in them. 5 th 


Secondly, Let it be remembered, that this book is more im- 

mediately calculated for the direction, edification and comfort of 

the real children of Gap. Thele, remaining in meekne(s and 
| | - r 


($409 
ſimplicity, know by their own, and the experiences of others, 
that their indulgent Father, according to his tender mercies, ſuits 
himſelf to our weakneſſes. and infirmities ; ; and thus, not unfre- 
quently; applies to our hearts words of ſtrength and exhortation, 
exactly correſponding with our circumſtances; and thus makes 
our darkneſs to be light, and our weakneſs ſtrength: Theſe en- 
deavour to improve all to their real edification; theſe, in all cir- 
cumſtances and accidents, in their going out and coming in, their 
riſing up and lying down, and ſtill more remarkably, when they 
are at a ſtand how, or for what they ſhall pray, find matter to enliven 
them, and form a prayer of the contents of theſe diſcourſes, alſo 
from hence have ſubjects always ready for godly conference with 
others; thus excluding all frothy words or idle deportment. Do- 
they light upon any ſharp ſayings of the law, theſe ſerve for their 
examination and trial, they particularly turn them to this ineſti- 
mable benefit, thar ſeeing in them, as in a looking- glaſs, their 
defects and guiltineſs, they are the more convinced of their need 
of the goſpel-promiſes, and run with more eager pantings and 
love to the precious blood of the dear Lamb of Go, which was 
ſhed 


lg 4 3} 
ſhed on the croſs, the only fountain againft all fin and unclean- 
neſs, to waſh their robes white in that ineſtimable nn 


This is the moſt happy employment, and herein ſhould we be 
daily and hourly employed, as ſtill the motions of fin are felt in us; 
hereby the peace of Gop, which dwells only with a child-4like 
flexible temper, and that true godlinefs, which iſſues "ys v_ 
are beſt promoted. 


Thirdly, In order to render this work more oniverſally oſefal 
to every reader, let the following remarks be PRI 1 r 
ed to. a 
I. The PETITIONS and the Drvixe' Axowrnd, which are to 
be found among ſeveral of the ſeripture- texts in the titles, m 
be of admirable ufe to many; the Queſtions'generally run in the 
complaining, inquiſitive ftram, for information and redreſs” under 
the painful anxieties of a wounded 'confeience ; and the Anſwets 
are well calculated to relieve and inform the diſtreſſed ſoul: Por 


A 4 inſtance, 4 


Ev; } 

inſtance, page 80. Make haſte to help me, O Gon: of my 
<« ſalvation : ſay unto my ſoul, Iam thy ſalvation ;” theſe expreſs 
. great anxiety of mind, and an earneſt defire after God's ſalvation 
and ſupport: And the Anſwer is comfortable; Fear not. for I am 
„with thee; be not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will ſtrength- 
en thee ; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
ce the right-hand of my righteouſneſs,” Theſe, and ſuch like 
promiſes, may eaſily be turned into petitions alſo ; and if relief 
does not immediately come, yet the ſoul gets caſe, by thus pour- 
Ing out its complaints, and reminding the LoRp of his promifes ; 
Faith in the Word is hereby ſtrengthened, and the foul is ſed to 
ſee, that trouble and anxiety are to precede rejoicing and triumph, 


2. The difference that is made in ſeveral parts of the Book, 
between bare Morality, and true Chriſtianity, reſpecting the mo- 
tives of actions, the principle with which they are done, and the 
degree and extent of them. Morality is not Chriſtianity, though 
there can be no true Chriſtianity without Morality. Moral actions 


way" be done from natural principles, and will certainly center in 
| ſelf, 


18 
ſelf, in ſome ſhape or other; but a truly chriſtian. act muſt pro- 

ceed from a giacious principle in the heart. A moral man and 2 
true Chriſtian, may both give ſomething to the poor, the poor is 
hereby relieved by both; but the benevolence of the one may pro- 
ceeds from a natural generoſity of ſpirit, while that of the other 
comes from a ſenſe of divine favour and bounty already beſtowed 
upon himſelf. They may both join in the ſame ordinances, pray 
to the ſame ſupreme Being; and yet the one continue-ſelf- 
righteous and vainly confident, while the other is humbled, and 
lives upon divine grace; the principle within makes the difference 
between them; and they, whoſe religion is only moral," would do 
well to conſider the difference. | arg 043 1nd] 


3. In almoſt every page there are different portionsof Seripture 
put together, which ſerve to elucidate and explain each other; 
ſo that what in one is obſcure, is generally opened by its parallel; 
which will be found very uſeful, if diligently compared; and ſerre 
to ſhe the abundance, the ſuper-abundance of light, promiſes, pri- 
vileges and advantages, there are in the word of Gop, and ns 
5 they 
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they become © profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and 
e inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man of Gop may be 
thoroughly furniſhed unto every good work; and, through the 


divine bleſſing upon him, be made wiſe unto ſalvation.” 


4. Let it well be noticed, the difference between a ſtate of 
ſafety by faith in CHRIST, and a ſtate of aſſurance ariſing from 
ſenſible comforts in the heart. This diſtinction is well maintained 
in this work, though not always obſerved by the ſerious reader. 
The beſt of Chriſtians experience great vici ſſitudes reſpecting the 
frame of their minds; ſometimes they are lively and comfortable, 
then they are low and depreſſed; now they have ſenſible tokens of 


divine favour; then again theſe are withdrawn, and they begin to 


queſtion the ſafety of their ſtate before Ciod ; the enemy often 
takes advantage of their uncomfortable frames, and would have 
them queſtion the reality of grace in their heart; and the conſe- 
quence generally is great anxiety and diſtreſs. In order to remove 


this, it is neceſſary to conſider what is the true foundation of hope, 
| | and 


I 
and to diſtinguiſh between what is permanent and durable, and 
what is Auctuating and changeable. 


The work of the Redeemer is a perfect work, incapable of ad- 
dition or diminution, everlaſting in its duration and efficacy; 
upon this the eye of faith ſhould be invariably fixed, and from 
hence comfort and ſupport in every ſtate is to be drawn: 
CHRIST's blood is a conſtant propitiation, his righteouſneſs is & 
perfect covering; to theſe, Reader, have daily recourſe for cleanſ- 
ing and recommendation ; by theſe you may filence all the accu- 
ſations of Satan, all the clamours of conſcience, all the threaten» 
ings of the law; for in Cnr1sT the believer is complete, and 
here may he ſafe] y reſt in his dulleft and heavieſt moments: happy 
frames, on the contrary, are beſtowed or withheld, 'as it pleaſes 
Gop ; you may ſafely pray for them, becauſe great peace is pro- 
miſed to the children of Gop; and, generally ſpeaking, the dili- 
gent and watchful are moſt frequently favoured with them; and 
when you are bleſſed with them, be thankful, but beware of de- 
pending upon them, for this is the readieſt way to have them 

| withdrawn 
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withdrawn ; ſpiritual pride may ariſe from this quarter, while a 


feeling ſenſe of weakneſs and unworthineſs keeps the foul humble, 
and continually dependant upon the Lord Jzsus CHRIST alone 
for pardon, itrength, and ſalvation. 


5. In ſpiritual conflicts it will ona happen, when Gop is about 
to work ſome great deliverance from ſome particular fin, or 
preſſing temptation, that previous to his deliverance, the believer 
will think he had never been ſo wicked or oppreſſed before ; his 
corruptions are permitted to ſtir up in him, and he is apt to ſay, 


with Moſes, reſpecting the Iſraelites, that <* Gop has not DEL 1- 


3, 


VERED him AT ALL,” Reader, beware of ſuch a concluſion: the 
greateſt darkneſs is generally before ſun- riſe; the Iſraelites groaned 
by reaſon of their taſk-maſters and heavy burdens, juſt when Gop 
was about to deliver them; man's extremity is Gop's opportu- 
nity 3,,out.of darkneſs he brings forth light; of unbelief, faith; of 
pride, bumility ;. bis-delign is to bring down thy ſelf- rightehuſ- 
neſs, and vain- confidence; to cut the very finews of an arm of 
fleſh; to convince thee that deliverance is of himſelf alone; to 

| bring 


6 
bring thee to a ſteady dependance upon his power, that his 
ſtrength may be perfected in thy weakneſs, and that he may have 
all the glory : Then will he appear for thee, and work wonder- 
fully; and in all thy after-conflits of a ſpiritual kind, follow this 
advice; build not thy comfort of pardon upon thy victory, but 
thy victory upon thy pardon and acceptance with God through 
CRISTH; ſtrive, not thinking that thou ſhalt only have remiſ- 
ſion of ſin when conquered, but ſeek firſt remiſſion, and believe 
that it is forgiven through CHRIST: Being aſſured of this, ſtrive 
in faith againſ fins already forgiven, againſt enemies already con- 
quered ; look on thyſelf as not only accepted with God through 
CuzisT, but even in league and covenant with him, againft all 
thine enemies; and by theſe means thou haſt, even in the con- 
teſt, peace, courage, ſtrength and victory. 


6. In this Book are ſeveral parts of Scripture-hiſtory evange - 
lized, or applied to ſpiritual purpoſes in a goſpel- way; as in pages 
169, 327, &c. which may ſerve as ſpecimens for the improving 
of many more to the ſame end; hereby great advantages will 
ariſe 
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ariſe to the intelligent reader. The ſword of the Lord and of 


Gideon; the command to drive out the Canaanites, and if nor, 
their becoming pricks in their eyes, &c. the atcheivements of the 


Jews in their wars, the interpoſitions of Providence in their be- 
half; their departing from G © p, and his ſelling them into the 

hands of their enemies; their groanings under captivity and op- 
preſſion ; the rage and malice of their adverſaries, &c. afford 
ample matter of caution and inftruction to every ſerious reader; 
all may eaſily be brought home and ſpiritualized; and will teach 


him to admire free grace, the tokens of divine favour, will wern 


him of the power of his enemies, will thew him the danger of {in 


and corruption, and the neceflity of keeping Aale to the Captain of 
his ſalvation from day to day. 


Laſtly, Dear * beware of FORMALITY in the uſe of 
this book: it will be of little ſervice barely to read it over; fee 
that theſe truths be brought home to thy conſcience, and beg of 
the Almighty, that he would be pleaſed to apply them by his 
holy Spirit; then they will be bleſſed indeed to thy ſou! ; c. 


Dune 


( xv ) 


munion with Gop through the Spirit; what it is to live by faith 
in CHR1sT JEsus ; which are ſubjects much inſiſted on in this 
work, and in the knowledge and experience of which, conſiſts 
the greateſt part of a Chriſtian's happinels ; ſee if your graces are 
lively and vigorous, if they are kept in exerciſe : The kingdom of 


heaven is a giowing kingdom, the ſeed of grace muſt bug forth 


fruit, 


The deiign of this book is not only to inform the ignorant, 
and to ſtit up the careleſs ; but alſo to help the Believer forward in 
his way to Zion; to keep him lively and active in his profeſſion ; 
to bring him to a daily depend2nce upon CHRIsT; to make him 
reſigned and patient under every diſpenſation of Providence and 
grace; that ſo at length he may be meet to partake of the eternal 
inheritance prepared for him in the world above. * 

ay 


mine your experience as you go along, particularly how you Eo 
bate and fight againſt ſin; what it is to have fellowſhip and com- 


1 
May the Lon D our Gop, who, at the building of the material 
temple of Jeruſalem did not deſpiſe the leaſt ſervice or contribu- 
tion, graciouſly accept, in CHRIST, of this feeble labour of love 
towards building up this fpiritual temple, and continue ſtill to 
bleſs it richly in the further edification of more ſouls to the glory 
of his name, and for the ſake of his eternal love. Amen. 


* 


e 
| — fJ0SANNA — Maxx xi. 9. 


A xx ſcene of time now begins; put up thy Hoſanna, O my ſoul, that the Loan 
may ſave, bleſs and proſper theez may he grant thee a happy new year indeed | For this 
purpoſe begin it with a dedication of thyſclf ro Gop ; thy time, circumftances and life 
are in his hands, implore his blefling and protection over thee this enſuing year. Begin 
this and every following day with prayer; let God have thy firſt thoughts in the morn» 
ing, the impreſſion they make will not eaſily be eraſed by worldly matters, Grace in 
® promiſed in the uſe of means; be thou dil gent then and punctual in the performance of 
them; let thy daily requeſt be for an increaſing knowledge of thyſelf, and of Jezug 
Cnz1sT in his offices; for a ſenſe of pardoning mercy; for a lively vigorous faith 3 
for fellowſhip and communion with the Father and the Son through the Spirit ; - for true 
holineſs in heart and life; for ſtrength and protection againſt thy ſpiritual foes, and for 
perſevering grace to hold out to the end. Pray for the proſperity of Zion, they proſper 
that love her for thy friends and relations, begging the Almighty to take them into a 
covenant relation to himſelf ; for a bleſſing on thy worldly affairs z for a ſanQlifed uſe 
of health or ſickneſs, proſperity or adverſity, as G o Þ ſhall pleaſe to ſend. Perhaps, O 
my ſoul, this may be the laſt year of thy probation : Is thy ſtate ſafe? Art thou a real 
believer in Ixs us ? Is the oil of trace in thy veſſel ? If fo, thou art prepared for every 
emergency. | 


And now, my ſoul, another year Now a new ſcene of time begin, 
Of thy ſhort life is paſt; | Set out afreſh for heav'ns3. 
I caonot long continue bere | Seek pardon for thy daily - Uh 
„And this may be wy laſt, wee 


AC 


J yarfom them from the power of the grave : I will redeem them from 


er) of them openly, trinmphing over them in it, Cor. ii. 1 5· 


places, O! dwell in me continually, and increaſe thou my faith, that 


149 
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death: O Death, I will be thy plague / O Grave, I will be thy deftruttion | 
Hos. xiii. 14. Cux1sr having ſpoiled principalities and powers, he made a 


Tur world is afraid of a hidden poiſon where there is none. The 
real hidden poiſon 1s fin, which the Loxp grant me. to fear every 
where; for it has infected all things and all places. But, O my dear 
eur, thou being my all- ſufficient Preſervative and Antidote in all 


I may know thee and enjoy thee more and more. Take away all fear 
of death, ſince thou, the Prince of life, liveſt i in me, and haſt es de- 
ſtroyed both death and hell. 


Hoſanna to the Prince of light, 1 He took the tyrant's fling away, 
. That > rn himſelf in clay ; And ſpoiF'd our helliſh foes, 
ntet d the iron gates of death, 
Now holy triumphs of the ſoul 
And tors the bars away. Shall death itſelf out. brave, 
Death is no more the king of dread, Leave dull mortality behind, 
Since our LM ANI roſe ; F ! And fly beyond the grave. 


25 
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BUT now, O Lox p, thou art our Father : We are the clay, and thou our © 
potter, and we are all the work of thy hand, Isa1. Ixiv. 8, 


Bxixc only thy clay, O Almighty Potter, as I muſt not, and would 


not reſiſt thy workings by any means, I aſſuredly believe that thou 


wilt prepare and perfect me for a meet veſſel of grace, in ſpite of a 
n hindrances. No work of thine comes ever ſhort of its in- 

tended perfection: For who can ſtay thy hand ? It is thy own laying ; 

« ] wil work, and who ſhall let it?” ISAI. xliii. 1g. | . 


An Artiſt delights in his own workmanſhip, and would not leave one fingle flaw or 


defect in it deſignedly, PB. i. 6. O! then look upon me too, thou wiſe Creator ; 


ſee how fleſh and blood diſorder my poor ſoul; and deliver me from all that may endan- 
ger my ſpiritual life, Knowing thou canſt do no leſs than an human artiſt, who is ever 
ready and exerts his ſkill to mend and perfect his work; I truſt that thou wilt not 
always ſuffer theſe impediments to hinder and diſgrace thy work. Nay, ſuch is thy 
wiſdom and power, that out of darkneſs thou canſt bring light, out of fickneſs health; 
and though I am now deſtitute of ſtrength and life ; yet I believe thy work will be finiſhed 1 
at laſt, and glorify the name af its maker, xPgzT. v. 10. . N 


Finiſh, Lon p, thy new creatign, Chang'd from glory into glory, 

"= Pure, unſpotted may we be, Till in heav'n we take our place, 
Let us ſee thy great ſalvation Till we caft our crowns before-thee, 
Perfectly teſtot d by thee, Loſt in wonder, love and ptaiſe. 


92 
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4 JAN. & 

O Hat the Salvation of Ijrael were come out of Zion ! Nen tie = D brings 
back the captivity of his people, Jacob hall rejoice, and Tfrael fhall be 

lad, PsAr. xiv. 7. Divine anſwer. I the Son make you free, then e are 

* inderd, Joux viii. 36. See alſo verſes 31, 22. 

Nor as if ſin ſnould be utterly deſtroyed, or intirely dead, and cal 
not ſtir any more in the heart of believers. For the ſcripture ſpeaks of 
them as having ſtill the luſts and motions of fin, Gar. v.19. But it 
imports only, that it has no power either to condemn, or to reign over 
us, nay it ſhall be weakened more and more, Row, vi. 12, 14. So 
that Cuxisr reigns in the heart even where fin dwells, in the midft 
of his enemies; and it is a dangerous error indeed to believe that fin 
is deſtroyed to the root. If it were fo, whence thoſe frequent exprel- 
fions and exhortations, to cruciſy, withſtand, and rule over it ? 
GAL. v. 24. 1 : 
Noa fits our Saviour on his throne, | It ſhan't be ſaid, that praying breath =— 


With pity in his eyes: | Was ever ſpent in vain. 
He hears the dying pris ners gran, 
Aud fees their. fighs ariſe. | | This ſhall 'be known when we are dead, 


| I » And left on long record. | 
He frees'the ſouls condemn'd to death; That aget yet unborn may read, 
And when bis ſaints complaia, + 1 434 UW. and praiſe the hens; Fr 
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7 L that will live godly (Note) i in Cagist Jesvs (for bare morality the 


world likes well enough :)- Hall fuffer perſerution, 2 TIM. ili. 12. 
The world hates them, becauſe they are not of the world, Joux xvii. 14. 


Tax children of Gop do not love and pleaſe the world, and are 
oftentimes greatly afflicted on account of the abounding wickedneſs, 
and particularly the profanation of the Loxv's Name. Now when 
you can like the world, and the world can like you, there muſt 
be much worldlineſs in you: for the world loves its own, 


Many pretend to be Chriſtians, but they will not endore perſecution. Inſtead of this, 
they blame others for , too much ,ra(hneſs, and not acting prudently enough, to — 
the mockings and hatred of the world, Therefore they propoſ: to take wiſer. meaſures ; 
and to do more good, take great care not to be deſpiſed and rejected. But under this - 
preteace of wiſdom and prudence, very often lies concealed à moſt abominable love and 
fear of men, B: thou nobler. minded, live as a Chriſtian indeed, and be not aſhamed to 
bear the croſs of CyrrisT * The diſciple is not above his maſter.” Has eternal love, 
wiſdom, and power, endured the contradition and reproach of ſinners? Thou 
be Ver than him * if thou n eſcape the reproach and hatred of the were 


CE bot his grace my foul renew, - The Word that faves me does engage 
© - Let Gamers gaze ad hate me 921. A ſure defence from all theit tage. 


6 Jan. - +6: 
2 I things are poſſible to him that believeth, Manx ix. 23. 


Fair is the moſt eſſential part, the eye and the very light of the 
eye in the chriſtian religion; the whole turns upon that. As our 
faith is, ſo is our ſtrength and fruitfulneſs an good works. But at the 
ſame time there is nothing more out of our own power than to be- 
heve, even after the work of grace has been aftually wrought in our 
hearts. Therefore nothing more needful than to pray for faith as 

long as we live. May the Logo give and increaſe it continually ! 


Nothing can be Aronger in the univerſe than the hand of faith. By this we lay ſure 
hold on our moſt glorious and almighty Lon d in heaven, and ſuch an inviolable union is 
eftabliſhed between CN 10 1 and a believing ſoul, that none can ſeparate the one from the 
ether, all the powers of hell and fin avail nothing againſt it, Faith breaks through the 
greateſt obſtacles, removes mountains of difficultics, and has, as it were, a kind of omni- 

in it. © For this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith, 
x Jonn v. 4. Nay, it. even wreſtles with Gop and prevails, GEN. wxxii. 23, As firaw 
cannot withſtand the force of firez ſo God being a wall of firs around his people, the 
greateſt power of our mighty enemies ſhall be conſumed, like the Hubble. O] then look 
upon him ſtedfaſtly, my ſoul, and believe in him with a Gmple heart, Wondrqus are 
his ways with his people, and paſt finding out; but at laſt all their ſorrows and ſtrife, 
by the management of his infinite wiſdom, muſt come to a glorious and triumphant end. 


O let us go from firength to ſtrength, From one degree of faith'to more, 
From grace to greater grace : Till we behold thy face, 
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7 Jak. - | I 
GHRIST is all in all, Cox. iii. 2. i | 
For a believer to receive and know CRIIT as his all, is the only 
means to live truly a life of faith; and when he has done this, it will 
not be hatd to — fo all other things. To talk much of CuRIST, a 
make frequent uſe of his name one to another, is commendable, if the 
heart goes along with the words; but to call upon Gop the Father 
with a filial confidence, is alſo our duty, and does not contradi& the 
apoſtle's meaning at all, for it is only through CnRIsT we can do it z 
and, as he ſays himſelf, the Father and He are one. Thou art my all; 
O gtacious Loxo ! what then can I want? I deſire no more than td 
be put always in mind of this by the animating voice of thy Spirit. 


4 


My Lon p, my life, my love; "Tis heav*n to reſt in thine 
To thee, to thee I call ; And no where elſe but there, 
I cannot live, if thou remove, Nor earth, nor all the ky, 
For thou art all in all. Can one delight afford; 
Thy ſhining grace can cheat No, not a drop of ral joy <> 
This dungeon where L dwell . Withovt thy preſence, Lob. 
Tis paradiſe when thou art liere 3 To. thee my ſpirits fin 
+ If thou depart, tis hell. With fulneſs of dete: 
The ſmilings of thy face, | And yet, how far from theg. 
Dear Jz8vs, — 2 
4 | 


fe?” 92 
How lovely, Los d, they are N 85 : 
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8 Jar. 448 4.8 7" 
THEY being ignorant of Gop's righteouſneſs, and going about to eflablifh 


their own righteouſneſs, (and being therefore not righteous) have nat 
tted ves unto the righteouſneſs of GOD. For wnth the heart man. 


euer unto righteouſneſs. Whoſoever believeth on Jum, 2 not be aſhamed, 


For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he mag 
Roxt. x. 3, 10, 11. and xi. g2. 


fave mercy upon all, 


 Onsxavs, ſays Luther, this capital text, which condemns all works, and howen 
righteouſneſs, and propoſes: faith as the only means of obtaining the mercy of Gop, 


' But the Heathens and the Unconverted, eſpecially ſome grave and ſpecious Chriſtians, 
| Have much righteouſneſs of their own, which proves their hindrance in faith, and in the 


ightcouſneſs of CR 15 T; for though they imagine themſelves to be relying opon it in 
faith, it is only imagination, ſince in fact they rely upon this or that, upon external 
worſhip, alms, and the like. And though ſome of them be wicked, they look upon 
others as worſe, and have ſtill a righteouſneſs of their own. Now he who deſites to be 
Juftified and ſaved by faith in CnR 18 1, muſt penitently and forrowfully conſider himſelf, 
as unrighteous and wicked, be diveſled of all his own righteouſneſs, hunger and thirſt 
after the righteouſneſs of Cux 1s r, be covered with it in faith, call vpon the name of 
the Lon p, and depend upon the mercy of Gov alone; ſo will he be juſtified, ſaved, and 
not be aſhamed. : | | $44 2 $8 - 


_ ! thy blood and righteouſneſs, Bold thalf 1 ftand in the treat 3 
y beauty are, my glorious dreſs ; For who ought to my charge ſhall lay? 
Midſt flaming worlds ; in theſe array'd, Fully through theſe abfolv'd I am, 


From fin and fear, from guilt and ſhame, 


| 
f 
1 


9 JAN. 69.0 bo IE] 
ITC ad with my whole heart, hear me, OLox b, I will keep thy atutes. Great 

peace have thty which love thy law, and nothing ſhall offend them, I have 
kept thy, precepts and thy teſtimonies, for all my ways are before thee, I have 
gone aftray like à loft fheep ; ſeek thy ſervant, for 1 do not forget thy command-- 
ments, P8ALM CXiX. 145, 265, 168, 176. 

Tus word of Con fhould be e 

is it that many hear and read, without being the better? They do 
not pray in faith for a bleſſing. We muſt, like David, pray with the 


_ utmoſt fervor, that we may underſtand and retain the word of Gop, 


and bring forth fruit; for a Chriſtian has nothing ſo much at heart, 
as that he may always act up to the word and will of God; his prayer 
is, Lox p, let my footſteps be ſure, according to thy word, and let no- 
thing contrary to thy law have dominion over me, either in my doc- 
trine or praftice, f this prayer be granted, great will be our peace; 
for the word of Gop is a word of peace; J=svs himſelf will be our 
peace, and then nothing ſhall offend us; we ſhall take heed unto all 
our ways before God, and ſo walk before him, as to continue hum- 
ble, like David, who confidered himſelf as a ſtraying and Toft Theep, 
Loxp, we are by nature ſtraying and loſt ſheep, ſcek and. fetch, us 
back from the error. of our ways, and preſerve. us in thy paſture,” 
My foul hath gone too far aftfay, Yet ſince I've not forgot thy way, ' 
My feet too often flip; ; | | Reſtore thy wandring heep, 1. 


ver connected with prayer; for why +: 
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120 Jar. | 610) 


! 

| 
:, 
| 

: 
: 
| 


I Have waited for thy ſalvation, O Loxy ! GEN. xlix. 18. 


Many have received comfort from theſe words in death, and 
waited in faith for their ſalvation, The thoughtleſs and impenitent 


4 Wait only for temporal proſperity in their lives, and therefore cannot 


expect eternal bliſs, but on the contrary a dreadful judgment after 
death. O that they would enter into themſelves this very day, that 
at the eve of life they might, like Jacob and Simeon, depart in peace. 
We will not therefore look for any earthly things, but for the Sa- 


viour, who is already come, who will grant us his ſalvation, his aid 


and deliverance in life and death, and will conduct us ſafely at laſt, 
though we ſhould wait ſome time for his help. Yes, my Redeemer, 
they who wait, depend upon, and hope in thee, ſhall not be aſhamed; 
grant us only faith and patience, that we may wait upon thee from one 
morning-watch to another; and enduring all things, make the whole 
courſe of our lives one perpetual expectation of thy aid; and may we 
 -=" ſed experience thy help and falvation, eſpecially at our 
r en | 


Cunts 's own ſoft hand ſhall wipe the tears | How long, dear Saviour, O how 
rom ev'ry weeping eye, Shall this bright hour delay ? 
And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears, | Fly ſwiftly round, ye wheels of time, 
And death itſelf ſhall die. And bring the welcome day. 


11 JAN, ER] 
FR Gop fo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whoſoever believetn in him ſhould not periſh, but have * life. 
For Gop ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 


world through hum might be ſaued. He that believes on * ts not condemned, 
Jonx iii. 16—18, 


On that theſe truly precious worde were ever warmly impreſſed on our hearts; that 
they were our laft thoughts at night, and the firſt at out awaking in the morning; and 
that by this means they were improved in ſuch a manner, as to make our dying bed eaſy 
in the evening of our life, and to inſure our riſing with gladneſs in the morning of the 
reſurrection. And what more bleſſed and delightful meditations can I daily dwell upon, 
than to think thus: Gop has loved me, even me, when I was his enemy, and fo loved 
me, that be gave me his only Son, Now he is mine indeed, and all things are mine, 
1 Con, iii, 21. For he has not ſpared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all; 
and, being thus reconciled to him, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things ? 
Rom, viii. 42, He will never ſuffer me to periſh, He paſſed his word for it. It is he 
that fays that © I ſhall not periſh ; I ſhall not be condemned, but have everlaſting life, 
if I believe. This will I build and depend upon to my laſt moments, as upon an ing» 
moveable rock, Amen, and Amen. 


0 for this love let earth and Mies And the full choir of human tongue 
With ano rated All hallelujahs fing, 


— — — 


If 12 Jan. (! wt Y 1 7. 


1 VCuxisr we have redemption through his blood, ' even the 8 of 


fins, Col. i. 14. Having forgiven you all treſpaſſes. Blotting out the 
hand- eng of ordinances that was againſt us, which was contrary to us, 


| 
| | and took it out of the way, nailing it to the.croſs, COL. ii. 13, by There- 
_ 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


fore, faid he, It is jinifhed, Joun xix, go. 


Ann theſe the true ſayings of God? Then, O my ſoul, thou haſt à ſure foundation | 
to go upon ; let it be thy cunſtant care firmly to depend upon theſe, and ſuch like bleſſed 
declarations; look to Js us for every bleſſing thou ſtandeſt in need of: Has CR IAT 
brought life and immortality to light? then look unto him and live: Is there redemp- . 
tion through bis blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins? then throw all thy guilt upon his 
atonement : Has he blotted out the hand-writing of ordinances that was aga:nf thee ? 
Then hike off ſelf righteous dereudences, and legal fears alſo; Did he die for thy fins “ 
Then let his goodneſs and love lead thee to unfeigned repentance ; let the 1 of wy 
fins break thine heart, but encourage thy hope in the . 


* 0 — — * 
1 


Not all the blood of beaſts 1 
On Jewiſh altars ſla n, 


My faith * lay her hand 
| | Could tive the guilty conſcience peace, ' 
+ | 

: 


On that dear head of thine, 
While like a ,penitent I ſtand, 
| And there confeſs my fin. 


But Cnars r, the heav'n)y Lamb, My foul looks back to ſee 


| Takes all our fins away ; |; The. burdens" thou didſt bear, © 
| - A ſacrifice of nobler name, - When hanging on the curſed tree, 


And richer blood than they, | Aud hopes her guilt was there. 


Or waſh away the ſtain. 


7 


1 


EE P nme as the a of thine eye hide me under Une adom of thy wingy, 
K PsAL, xvii. 8, mes anſwer. He fhall cover thee with his feathers, 


and under hns wings * thou truſt ; ins truth jhall be thy * and pes". 
PAL. xci. 4. 


Turk x is none, O Lon d! that has more need continually to "oY cloſe to thee in 
prayer and faith; and at the ſame time none is more unable to do it, than I, the leaſt of all 
thy flock, O that thou wouldſt be graciouſly pleaſed to incline and enable me to this 


„ dleſſed work ; and grant that thy good Spirit, according to his own pleaſute, may never 
f ſiſſer me to be faint and backward in the ſame, Foraſmuch as V truly reſt by faith 
ander the wings of thy grace, I am ſure of defence, power, and comfort: but as ſoon ay 
; 1 1 wander from thee, 1 am in danger of lofing the comfortable ſenſe of theſe privileges, 
1 Nl and falling into various errors and perplexities; Guide me, O Lox D, by thy counlel i in 
„ > © this world, and at laſt receive me into glory,” Amen, 
; He that has made his refuge Gov, Thrice happy man | thy waker's care 
Shall find a moſt ſecure abode z Shall keep thee from the fawler's tnare, 

Shall walk all day beneath his ade, Ssten the fowler, who betrays 

And there at night ſhall reſt his head. ! Unguarded ſouls a thouſand ways. 

Juſt as a hen pro! ect her brood W hat though a thouſand at thy fide, 

From birds of prey that ſeek their blood, I At thy right hand ten thouſand dy'd, 

Under her feathers; ſo the Logo IH Gos his choſen people faves 

Make his own arch his peoples guard, | Among? the dead, amidit the g:aves, 


1 Jan. ( 


; verty, our wants before Gop, to accuſe ourſelves, and p 
pour fins, but ſeek mercy from Cyrisr. If we do this we are bleſſed, 


— S . — — — — — 


14 ) 


RO M that time ]x8vUs began to preach, and to , Repent, the bi 
n — : ſo jo mg- 


Tux kingdom of heaven appertains to thoſe who repent. And the 


firſt mark of repentance is poverty of ſpirit ; wheyes, Jooug faith, 
chap. v. g. Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
« of heaven.“ John preached repentance ; Jzsus preaches it here, 
and ſo did his apoſtles afterward. Thus true repentance is neceſſary 
for all; and the beginning of it is to acknowledge ourſelves poor mi- 
ſerable finners, depraved by nature, and fo totally void of any righ- 
teouſneſs or worth of our own; to confeſs our nakedneſs, to drop all 


the $ig-leaves of vain excuſes and falſe comforts, to lay _ our = 
ead guilty of all 


nd the kingdom of heaven is ours, This poverty of ſpirit is both the 
rſt and laſt foundation laid in the heart; fr the faithful are more and 
more grounded in poverty of ſpirit, the nearer they approach to their 


conſummation, 


Pure are the joys above the ſky, Theſe holy gates for ever bar 
And all the regions peace; Pollution, fin, and ſhame ; 

No wanton lips, nor envious eye, None ſhall obtain admittance there, 

Can ſce, os taſte the bliſs, But followers of the Lamb, 
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15 JAN. 1 
P RAY without ceaſing, 1 Thels, v. 17. 


Ir we have not grace enough, it is becauſe we do not pray enough. 
For moſt true it is, we need not ſtrive to move Gop to compaſſion, 
and extort, as it were, the bleſſings from him, by our prayers. Very 
far from it. He is every minute communicating himſelf to us; in 
every word he holds forth CnhRisr and every good thing to us; But 
we muſt alwavs have a foul hungering after Cuxlsr, and by inceſſant 

rayer ſtretch out the hand of faith to receive him. This is chiefly ta 
= underſtood of the inward defires and groanings of our Spirit; but 
we muſt not omit to pour out our ſupplications daily, as oft as we ca 
by words, elſe our ſecret mental prayers at laſt may become fo 29 755 
as to ceaſe perhaps Oy, 


: * 
* 
: 4 


Father, in the mighty name | Grits me comfort, or den, 
Of thy well-beloved Son, Viſit, or from me depart; -+ 
One of all thy gifts I claim, | Only let thy Spirit , 
All my wants I ſpeak in one; Abba Father in 13 6 
Let me for the promiſe ſtay, Abba Father would oO 8 


Oaly give me power to prey. I Only give me power to r 


* 


16 Jav. 2 Fl 
14 4 IDE in ne, Jon xv. 4. Lonp, to whom fhall we go, thou % 
1 the words of eternal life, Jon vi. 68. For, it is good for me 
to draw near to Gos. I have 11 yy truſt ta the Lok o Gon SALM 
| Jaxiit, 28. 


| ._ +. To abide in Cux1sT, who is our rricheevutbel and 1 and not 


to be moved from him, is the very life and power of chriſtianity; 
for to know him to be our righteouſnefs, brings peace and joy; 
which joy in the Lord is certainly followed with ſtrength, to over- 
come {in and the world, which behevers renounce the more readily, 
as they have found ſomething better in Cuxisr. May the Lozp 
i give me grace likewiſe bf to abide in him. 


Cun is r is my light, my life, my care, My Cop! and can a humble child, 


. | My bleſſed hope, my heavy? ay prize ; That Joves thee with a flame ſo bigh, 
iy Dearer than all my paſſions are, Be ever from thy face exil'd, 
|} ts My limbs, my bowels, or my eyes. Without the pity of thine eye! 
1 | | 
; j | The firings that twine about my heart, I Impoſſible ! for thine own hands 
14 Tortures and racks may tear them off; | Hive ty'd my heart ſo faſt to thee, 
10 But they can never, never part, And in thy book the promiſe ſtands, 
0 | Wich their dear hold of Cu my love, | That where thou art, thy friends muſt be. 
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17 JAN. ak - a 

CHR IST has redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a' curſe 
or us : for it is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree. That 

the being of Abraham maght come on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt; that 


we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through fatth, GAL, iii. 13, 14. 


Tux Spirit of ſanctification is the gift of Cux1sr. Conſequently : 
there is a great difference between moral actions done by our own 
ſtrength, and true ſanctification of the Spirit. The latter cannot take 
place before the ſoul truly receives CnhRisr, and abides in him as its 
only propitiation, righteouſneſs, and peace ; for he being firſt made to 
us of God our righteouſneſs, will then be made our ſanctification like- 
wiſe, 1 Cor. i. 30. And the kingdom, work, and image of G op, 
will go on beſt when we truſt leaſt to our own ſtrength ; ſanctification 
15 now become a more ealy taſk, and we need not be compelled to it 
by the terrors of the law, ſince CazisT lives and works in us, and we 
in a child-like temper live henceforth to him who died for us. 


The law commands and makes us know The law diſcovers guilt and fin, 

What duties to our Gop we owe And ſhews how vile our hearts have been: 
But *tis the goſpe] muſt reveal Only the goſpel can expreſs a 
Where lies our firength to do his will, Forgiving love, and ue grace, 


18 PAN. al... a 


CHRIST is the end of the law for righteoufueſs to every one ihat believes, 
Rox. x. 4. 


Wurxx the law by its ſpirituality, has condemned all our works and 
doings, convinced us of our weaknels, and flain us, it has done its 
work; and has no further bulineſs, but to be our ſchoolmaſter, to 
bring us unto Cnx1sT; and being in him, the law has no demands 
upon us any more, conſidered as a covenant of works, ſeeing we have 
a perfect righteouſneſs, every way commenſurate to the full demands 
5 law, even the righteouſneſs of CHAISH; and fo he is the end of 
the law for a juſtifying righteouſneſs, which is made ours by believ- 
ing; in this fenſe we are dead to the law, and it is dead to us; but ag, 
a rule of duty we eſtabliſh it, and ought to have an unfeigned reſpe& 
to all its divine commands, as a proof of our ſincerity before God. 


My paſſions riſe and ſoar above, 
I'm wing'd with faith, and fir d with love; 
Fain would I reach eternal things 


And learn the notes that Gabriel fings, 


Loup, when my thoughts with wonder roll 
O'er the ſharp forrows of my foul; 
And read my maket's broken laws, 
Repair'd and konour'd by thy croſs ; 


V/nen I behold death, hell and fin, 
Vanquiſh'd by that dear blood of thine; | 
And ſee the Man that gron'd and dy'd 
* glorious by his Father's fide ; | 


But my heart fails, my tongue complains, 
For want of their immortal ſtrains z 
And in ſuch humble notes as theſe 
Muſt fall below thy victories. 


19 JAN. EY 


* UT the dove found no ret for the ſole of her foot, and fre returned untd 

13 Noak into the ark. Ihen he put forth his hand and took her, and pulled 
d * yur in to him into the ark, GEN. viii. g. 3 
8 . 
0 7 Maxy, on their firſt awakening from fin, apply themſelves to very 
18 hard works and rigorous duties, thereby expecting to find reſt for their 
Ee | wounded conſciences. But, though the right and diligent uſe of all 
= = the means of grace is abſolutely required, yet great care muſt be taken 
f not to quiet ourſelves by that only. We ſhould nat place any confi- 
A ' dence at all in our own doings, but only look for reſt through the 
s, Work of the redemption, and the blood of Curxisr, To know our- 
1 ſelves entirely juſtified by him, would ſoon fill our hearts with peace, 
17 nay, encourage and enable us to do good works, 2 CANON. xvii, 6, 

1 In vain the trembling conſcience ſeeks | Juſt fo our thoughts from thing to thing 
j 1 Same ſolid ground for reſt, In reftlefs circles rove . 

* With long deſpair the ſpirit breaks, Juſt ſo we drcop and hang the wing, 

bo Till we apply to CurisT. | When Jesus hides his love. 

| Jufl as we ſee the loneſom dove While Jxsvs ſhines with quick' ning grace, 
Bemoan ber widow'd late, We ſing and mount on hignz * 
Wand'ring, ſhe flies thrg* all the grove, | But if a frown becloud his face, 
And meutus her loving mate. | We faint, and tie, and die. 


e 2 


14 
| 


% 


. 20 


3 Y this fhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, of ye have love one t9 

another, JOHN xiii. 35. Forbearing one another in love. Eudeavouring 
to keep the unity of the ſhirit in the bond of peace. Let not the ſun go down 
upon your wrath; but be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Chrift's fake has forgiven you, EY N. iv. 2, g, 26, 32. 


HumsLE chriſtians never affect ſingularity, nor pretend to have the 
preference one of another; they rather ſtudy o be of one mind, ſtrive 
not about words, leſt the general harmony ſubliſting between them, 
and the edification of ſouls, ſhould be hindered. Whoever judges 


and blames every thing, and can never agree in words and notions, 


or join in devotion with other experienced chriſtians, 1s puffed up 
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with ſelf-conceit, and is in the way to make a dangerous ſhipwreck ; 


for © pride comes before a fall.“ 


Nor diff *rent food, or diff 'rent dreſs, 
Compoſe the kingdom of our Loxp;z | 
But peace, and joy, and righteouſneſs, 
Faith, and obedience to his word, 


For Gop the gracious and the wiſe, 
Receives the feeble with the ſtrong, 


Let pride and wrath be baniſh'd henee, 
Meekneſs and love our ſouls purſue ; 

Nor ſhall our practice give offence 

To ſaints, the Gentile, or the Jew, 


When weaker chriſtians we deſpiſe, | 
We oo the goſpel mighty wrong; 


* 
4 
5 
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21 JAN. ( 21 ) 
HILE the bridegroom tarried, they all ſlumbered and flept, Marr. 


xxv. 10. | 

O THar I may be rouſed out of my ſlumber, and be watchful, and 
ready againſt the coming of my bridegroom! How many are there « 
that ſet out in good earneſt in their way to heaven, and run well for 
ſome time, but at laſt are lulled to reſt, and entangled again with a 
falſe notion of liberty! even the wile virgins fell aſleep. Let this be 
a warning to me, O Lox p! ſet thou a guard before my eyes, ears, and 
other faculties, leſt the world ſhould enter again through theſe avenues 
of the heart: if the ſpark be not ſpeedily extinguiſhed, it will ſoon 
break out into a flame: thus fin is of a orotrefiive nature, and its 
venom ſpreads quickly and very wide, unleſs & be ſtopped and op- 
poſed in time. Woatch therefore over that unſteady heart of mine, 
O thou keeper of Iſrael! that as ſoon as it begins to wander from 
thee, I may be alarmed to flee from fin as from a ſerpent. Give me 
grace to look upon every hour as my laſt, ſo that being ever wiſely 
upon my guard, I may meet thee with joy, when my time is ruh out, 
whenever it ſhall pleale thee to call me hence, ” wy 


- The fearful ſoul that tires and faints, Lox, let not all my hopes be vain, 
And walks the ways of Gop no more, Create my heart entirely new; 
Is but efteem'd almoſt a faint, Which hypocrites could ne'er attain, 
And makes his own deſtruction ſure, Which falſe apoſtates never knew, 


22 JAN. 1 | 
UT while men flept, his enemy came and fowed fares among the wheat, 
Marr. iii. 25. 

No wonder that chriſtians loſe their power and ſtrength, if the 
enemy of fouls finds them aſleep. How ſoon may he gain an advantage 
from without, if a ſtrict guard is not kept within! Though Satan ſeems 
to ſleep ſometimes, and«+we ſhould by all appearance be in no great 
danger, it is only his ſtratagem to make us careleſs. He never fails to 
be vigilant, Fr watch his opportunity that he may offer us battle 
with advantage; and who knows but he may gain the victory by thoſe 
very ſins, to which perhaps we, for many years, had hardly any temp- 
tation. O! how cunningly does he work! how inticing is the world! 
even in lawful things, very often, the moſt dangerous ſnares lie hid- 
den. A ſingle word that we hear may be able to diſturb our peace. 
One unguarded look is ſometimes enough to infatuate our hearts, 
There is danger on all ſides. Unleſs the Logp opens our eyes, and 
preſerves us on all occafions, each of us, even the beſt, may ſtill be 
overcome, and deadly hurt by fin and the world. Satan 1s particus 
larly bufy to fift the godly moſt of all, and having catched them in 
his net, triumphs exceedingly over them. 

O Loxo, ſuffer me never to fall aſtcep again! 


Help me to warch and pray, And let me ne'er my truſt betray, 
And on thyſelf rely ; Leſt 1 for ever die, 


23 Jax. 1 
H E more they aflifled them, the more they multi 1 and grew. And the 
children of 1ſrael fighed by reaſon of the bondage, and they cried; and 

their cry came up unto God, by reaſon of the bondage. And Goa looked upon 

the children of Iſracl, and God had reſpect unto them, ExOD. i. 12. chap. 

11. 2 3, 25. | 

Taz more we are oppreſſed by cur ſpiritual and temporal enemies, the more will the 


| kingdom of Gov increaſe in and through us. And when diſtreſs and dangers oppreſs us 


moſt, Gop haftens to our aid, and makes our neceſſity itſelf the means of our relief; 
for the ways of Gop are always wonderful, It was an extreme diſtreſs when the chit= 
dren of the Iſraelites were caſt into the river; but this was the means of preſerving 
Moies, their intended deliveter. When Moſes came, they were not relieved immediately, 
for their calamities increaſed; This is God's method. But they cried more to Gopy 
and he reheved them by figns and wonders. After this, their diſtreſs was greater than 
ever at the Red ſea, For after God has ſhews' his glory in aſſiſting us, he can till ſend 
greater trials. But when they were beſet on all ſides by diftreſs and death, then came 
the moſt glorious ſuccour of all, and their enemies periſhed in the Red ſea, Lon o, ſuffer 
us not to deſpair in any extremity, but enable vs to believe and experience that the greater 
our diſtreſs, the nearer and more glorious will be thy aid, and all our enemies will be 
conſumed as ſtubble before the devouring flame. 


Los b, I am thine, but thou wilt prove What faners value, 1 reſign ; 

My faith, my patience, and my love. Lox o, 'tis enough that Thou art mine: 
When men of ſpite againſt me join, I ſhall behold thy bliſsful face, 

They are the ſword, the hand is thine, And ſtand compleat in righteouſneſs, 
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EREIN ts love, nat that we loved G o b, but that ke loved us, and 
ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our ins. We love him, becauſe 
he firſt loved us, 1 Jon iv. 10, 19. He that loves me, ſhall be loved of 
my Father; and I will love lum, and will manifeſt myfelf unto him. We 
will come unto him, and make our abode with him, Joun xiv. 21, 29, 


% 
. 


O waar a glorious promiſe, what manner of love is this! Logo, I 
would not exchange my croſs and ſufferings, much leſs thy love, for 
the love and honours of the world. Only make it more known to me, 
how great thy love is, and how much thou haſt forgiven me, that 
I may love thee much again, and be thereby {till better purged from 
the inordinate love of temporal things, It is my earneſt defire that the 


O! for this love, let rocks and hills 
Their laſting filence break; 

And all harmonious human tongues 
The Saviour's praiſes ſpeak. | 


Yes, we will praiſe thee, deareſt Lok p, 
Our Souls are all on flame; | 


Hoſanna round the ſpacious earth 
To thine adored name, 


Angels aſſiſt our mighty. joys, . 
Strike all your harps of gold; 
But when you raiſe your higheſt notes, 

His love tan ne'er be told. 


* 


e Y mo 


25 JAN, . 


HE RE FO REE we labour, that whether preſent or abſent, we may be 
accepted of ham, 2 Cor. v. . 


Tuis indeed is the true diſpoſition. of a foul eſpouſed to Curist, 
She has but one care, which 1s to pleaſe him in all things. And this 
deſire to do his will, is as it were the ring and ſeal of her bridegroom, 
which ſhe may look upon even in the abſence of all fpiritual joy, as 
a token for good, that ſhe is his ſpouſe. 


Ought not then this day, O my ſoul, to be a new wedding-day with Chriſt? He is de- 
ſirous that thou ſhouldeſt be betrothed unto him, even now, and waits- only for thy con- 
ſent, Hearken, O daughter, confider and incline-thine ear; be no longer married to the 
world. Forget thy own people and thy father's houſe, and take him alone for thy 
huſband, ſo ſhall the king greatly defire thy beauty. Wilt thou give the refuſal to this. 
glorious and loving Saviour? I hope hot. Give it rather to the world, and reſolutely ſay, 
it is. enough, I have done with thee,. O poor world! 1 break the bonds of my former 
love; my eyes and my feet ſhall henceforth only be directed to the bleſſed and etergal 
city of the new Jeruſalem, where my heavenly bridegroom refides. And O what need 
have I to be duly prepared, dreſſed and heautified, againſt his coming, and the time of 
his taking me home to himſelf! Far be it from me to pleaſe the world any longer. No, 
no, but fince I am betrothed, and have giyen myſelf in marriage to CMN Ir, I will love 


bim alone, and be true to bim, whilſt any drop of blood flows in my veins. Amen. 


The Lon v is ours, and ave deſpiſe The Lox p is ours; the thought imparty 
The rage, tho' hell itſelf ſhould riſe ; Immortal tranſport to our hearts, 


28 PAN. — 5 


LETus therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may oblaln 
"mercy, and find grace to helþ in time of need, IHE B. iv. 16. f 


O THAT we were all fo wiſe as to prepare and provide ourſe ves in 
due time with the right armour of faith, before the time of need and 
hour of death approach. Come, my reader, let us begin now, directly, 
to lay in a good ſtock of grace by continual prayer, left we ſhould 
come too late and be undone, Behold the encouragement of C1 z15sT. 
*I am the door, ſays he, and the way,” Jon x. 1. chap. xiv. 6, Now 
by this door you may find the entrance into the heart and favour of 
Gow, Crxr1sT himſelf fitting on a mercy-ſeat to receive and welcome 
the vileſt of ſinners. And there is no drawing near to Gop but thro” 
him, and clothed in the robes of the rightebufneſs of our only Re- 
deemer, Mediator and Advocate. He is Alpha and Omega, the Be- 
ginning and the End, nay, the very All in all believers. With Cuzist 
they can never part; and he can never part with them. 


Of Him, who did ſalvation bring, Tho' fin and forrow wound my ſoul, 

I could for ever think and ſing : | Jesu, thy balm can make it Whole. 
Ariſe, ye guilty, He'll forgive z Guide thou, O Les p, guide thou my courſe, 
Arite, ye poor, He will relieve, | And draw me on with thy ſweet force; 
Aſc but his grace, and lo! 'tis giv'n; Still make me walk, ſtill make me tend, 
Aſk, and ke turns your hell to heav'n; | By thee my way, to Gop my end. 


27 JAN. | E 

6 D commendet his love towards us, in that while we were yet finners 

4 Cnrisr died for us. Much more then being now juſtified by his blood, we 
7 ſhall be ſaved from wrath through im. For if when we were enemies we were 
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234 * reconciled to Gor by the death of Ins ſon; muck more being reconciled, we fhall 
Aly | be ſaved by has life; Rom, v. 8, 9, 10, | 
ld HRE we have much more reaſon to cry out than Moſes, Devr. 
181. XXX11L g. The Lon p loved the 3 But here I muſt beſeech thee 
ow too, O Log p! that this infinite gift of thy Son may appear to me greater 
rof and greater every day; and that thy love ſhining out in his redemption 
me may go on fo to increaſe in my foul, as to diſperſe all clouds of dark- 
iro? | nels, unbetief, and hard thoughts of thy goodnefs. Whenever this 
Re. | flanderous ſpirit tries to lift up his head, grant that my faith and love 
Be-. may be quickened and ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner, as heartily to 
181 © Praiſe thy great love in ſpite of all his ſuggeſtions. This is the chief 
Z defire which I offer unto thee in all my prayers, night and day. The 
u ant of faith and love, I am ſenſible, is {till my greateſt want: My ſoul 
is like a large empty veſſel; but I pray thee to fill it perry; not- 
withſtanding any oppoſition that may be made by my unrenewed part. 
rſe, Come, guilty ſouls, and flee away, | Gov loy'd the world, and gave his Son, 
F Like doves to Jxsv's wounds; Go drink the cup of wrath ; 
p This is the welcome goſpel day, And IEsus fays, He'll caſt out none, 


Wherein free grace abounds, That come to him by faith. 


28 
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1 
HE combat of the fleſh and the ſpirit. GAL. v. 17. The fleſh lufteth | 


againft the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh ; and theſe are contra 


the one to the other; ſo that you cannot do the things that you would, 


FariTn only puts an end to that lifeleſs, faint, and unprofitable con- 
fli& under the law ; not of the combat between the fleſh and the ſpirit. 
The laſt rather begins on our belicving in Cur1sT ; for till then we 
have not the Spirit of Gop, which 1s only given by the goſpel. 


What diff *rent powers of prace and fin 
Attend our mortal ſtate ? 
J hate the thoughts that work within, 
And do the works I hate, 


Now I complain, and grone, and die, 
While fi2 and Satan reign : 
Now raiſe my ſongs of triumph high, 
For grace prevails again. 


So darkneſs ſtruggles with the light, : 


Till perfect day ariſe ; 
Water and fire maintain the fight, 
Until the weaker dies, 


| 


| 


Thus will the fl- and ſpirit flrive, 
And vex and break my peace ; 

But 1 ſhall quit this mortal life, 
And fin for ever ceaſe, 


Logy, grant me to believe in hope 
That ſoon thou wilt me bleſs, 
And at the lat will raiſe me up 
A Kingdom to polleſs, 


O for a ſtrong and laſting faith 
To credit what th' Almighty faith, 

To build upon Gop's only Son, 
And call his righteouſneſs my own, 


— 


1 
* ] B LESSED are they that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted, MATT. v. 4. 


Wu the penitent has confeſſed his poverty, and his ſinful miſery, 
the next article is, to mourn, to pollels our fouls with a godly ſorrow; 
for by this godly ſorrow and anguiſh of foul, ſin, and the world are im- 

bpittered to us, the evil heart is attacked, dejected, broken, {oftered, 
amended. and changed; it is taken off from ſelf- righteouſneſs, and 
every falſe comfort, and qualified for the true comfort; for IESus is 
come to comfort them that mourn, them that mourn in Zion; not them 
> that feel only a worldly ſorrow, but who mourn and are dejected on 
account of their ſins; they only, and none elſe, ſhall be comforted and 
lifted up; for the Lon raiſes up all thoſe that are dejeded, and they 
? ſhall be bleſſed, He therefore, who hath no godly ſorrow for his 
ius, is an impenitent, unhappy man Let every one therefore pray 
> for the genuine poverty of ſpirit, and for a mournful, broken heart on 


1 account of his ſins; let him guard againſt falſe comfort, and not reſt 


till Goo comforts and lifts him up, of which comfort he will not fail. 


Now Jet the LRD my Saviour imile, My fpiris tink, my comforts die, 

And fhew my name pon his heart; And all the 1v-invs of life ate down: 

1 would forget my pays white, Vet why, my ſoul, v-hy theſe complaints? 
And in the pleaſure loſe the ſmart, | Still while be from! ns hi bowels move; 
But, O! it ſwells my forrows high, Still on his heart he bears bes faints, 

To ſee my bleſſed IS frown ; And feels their (crows, and his love. 


AN. er at 
wh  DLESSED tie ned hunger and thirſt, after righteouſneſs, for 
they hall be filled, Marr. v. 6. | 

HEN we Ccogfeſs our poverty, and are thus diveſted of our riches, 
our own righteouineis, and mourn with a godly ſorrow for our fins, | 
then ſhall we defire, hunger and thirſt aſter the righteouſneſs of 
Cuxisr, and the comfort and peace it contains; and this Hunger and 
thirſt makes another ingredient in repentance, A faithful foul will 

ladly quit the rags of his own righteouſneſs, and deſires only to be | 
found in CuR IST, and to cover himſelf with his righteouſnels ; and 
will offer nothing to Coo, but ChRISH and his blood., This deſire, 
this hunger and thirſt, is itſelf bleſiednels, for it reſults from faith, and 
ends in fulneſs. Such a ſoul ſhall be filled, if not ſoon, yet in due 
time; and ſhall experience what is ſaid by David, PsaLiM xxii, 26, 
and by Mary, Luxs i. 53. Lorp JEsvu, diveſt me wholly of my 
awn righteouſneſs, and let me hunger only after thine, and obtain 
at all times, particularly in the hour of death, food and raiment, 
ſhelter and plenty for my ſoul, that I may rejoice before thee evermore, 


How rich are thy proviſions, Lozp ! | We humbly take what they refuſe, 

Thy table furniſh'd from above And Gentiles thy ſalvation taſte, 

The fruits of life o' erſptead the board, | We are the poor, the blind, the lame, 
The cup o' erflou s with heav'nly love, And help was far, and death was nigh; 
Thy ancient family, the Jews, | But at the Goſpel call we came, 

Were firſt invited to the feaſt ; | Andev'ry want receiy'd ſupply. 
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1 JAN, (' 3t ) ins 2 


HE kingdom of heauen is hke unto a merchant-man ſecking goodly pearls, 
who when he had found one pearl of great price, went and ſold all that he 
Bad, and bought it, Marr. xiii. 4, 5, 0. wv alt 
Tur xx is in all men an innate principle urging them forward in a reſtleſs purſuit. 
- happineſs, but being ignorant of the true means of attaining it, they fall ſhort of 
We end. The convinced ſinner indced, though ſatisfied that worlcly pleaſures, honours 
Ind profits, are no ways ſuited to fill up the void within, or pacify the clamuurs of an 
culing conſcience, yet, when left to himſelf, he ſeeks the living among the dead, 
riving to make his peace with GO p, by having recourſe to his own legal duties and en- 
Seavours, inflead of the peace-ſpeaking blood of Ir Sus. Whilſt he is working for life, 
Ind attempting to eſtabliſh his own righteouſneſs, the Spirit of Gop takes the veil from 
Pis underſtanding, gives bim a glimpſe of the hidden worth and unſpeakable value of 
Iss, the one pearl of great price; and then, like the merchant, who in queſt after 
Joodly pearls, unexpectedly finds one of great value that will enrich him for ever, ſells all: 
ho moke a purchaſe of it: The believer obtaining a true Ciſcovery of the excellent glory: 
I the perſon of Cusn ist in his fulneſs, ſuitableneſs, and all- ſufficiency to ſave to the 
Itermoſt, he freely and joyfuily ſells all he has, parts not only with his fins, but with 
Sis righteouſneſs and moſt admired attainments, counting all things but lots for the excel. 
q ncy of the knowledge of Cyr 1sT Jus his Lond, 
Tong did my foul in Ixs u's form | That ſweetly led me to the rock, 
No comelineſs, or beauty fee ; Where all ſalvation ſtands ſecure. 
His ſacred name, by others priz'd, Glad I forſock my righteous pride, 
| 3 Was taſteleſs fill, and dead to me. My moral, tarniſh'd, finful dreſs ; 
Thanks to the author of all grace, Excheng'd my droſs away for CR 1sT, 
That ſhe w' me, wretched, naked, poor, | And found the robe or̃ righteouſneſs, 


EB. . th 


TH IS is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Cit R 18 

J=sus came into the world to ſave funners, of whom I am chief. Howbeit, 
fer this cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me firſt CHRIS Jxsus might fhew | 
forth all long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them which ſhould hereafter believe on 
ham to life everlaſting, 1 T 1M. i. 15, 16. i 

Wok vr is in himſelf convinced that he is a very guilty, nay, the 

chief of ſinners, may look upon himſelf allo as freely juſtified and ſaved | 
through CHRIST; he being come to ſave all ſinners without exception, 
even the moſt enormous, who are enabled thus to look unto him for 
falvation ; this 1s the declaration of the goſpel, and the greateſt en- 
couragement to the coming ſinner. They who believe this make light 
of no ſin: far from it; on every motion of ſin they apply the blood of 
Cnx1sT, which as it is humbling, fo it cheriſhes in them a filial con- 
fidence to draw near to Gop through CHRIST. 


Plung'd in a gulph of dark deſpair Down from the ſhining ſeats above 
We wretched finners lay, With joyful haſte he fled, 

Without one chearful beam of hope, Enter'd the grave in mortal fleſh, 
Or ſpark of glimm'ring day. And dwelt among the dead. 

With pitying eyes the Prince of grace | He ſpoil'd the pow'rs of datkneſs thus, 
Beheld our hel leſs grief; And broke our iron chains; 

He aw, and (O zmariag love !) Itsus has freed our captive ſouls 


He tan to our relief, From evcilaſting pail, » 


2 FEB. F205 / 

9 TH IS is his commandment, that we ſhonld believe on the name of his Son 
= ©  Jesvs Cuaisr, 1 Jon 111.23. For Go has ſent his Son into the 
= world,” that we might live through him, chap. iv. . 

Tur Father breaks forth, as it were, through the whole Scripture in 
high praiſcs of his Son. IIe calls out from heaven, “ "This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him,” Marr. xvii. 5. 
aved | U Nothing therefore can be more agreeable to him, than to receive this 


tion, his Son, and believe his reports, Joux xvi. 27, and on doing this we 
1 for ſhall have life; but by omitting it, we look upon him as a har, Un- 
en- belief therefore in him who refuſes to accept of this great gift, is, no 


doubt, the greateſt of all ſins. O Loa p, teach me this, and grant me 
faith. N 
* © War art thou fo backward, O my poor ſoul, to believe, like the reſt of God“ 
1 «& children, in CMRIS THD? Haſt thou not as good a right to it as they have? Who can 
* © diſpute with thee this privilege ? It is the expreſs Will of the Father, nay, he even 
. „ commands thee to do it. Has he given his only Son, by an act of inconceivable 
** © love, to die for thee, to the very end that thou ſhouldſt live? O what a pleaſing thing 
„will it be to him, to put thy whole truſt upon this his well- beloved Son! This would 
be the joy of his heatt, more than any thing elſe. Therefore delay no longer to re- 
10 © © ceive what his love has offered thee; but firmly believe that the Father loves thee, as 
| „well as the Son,” 
Author of faith, to thee I lift O let me now receive that gift, 
My weary, longing eyes; My foul *** it dies 
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3 FEB. ( 34 ) 


I ORTHY 1s the Lamb that was ſlain to receive power, and riches, and 


wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bling, Rev. v. 12. 


O Loxy ! how mean and ſlight notions have I often of thy great 
power ? By theſe I am diſcouraged, and thou art robbed of thy praiſe; 
grant, therefore, that though I would always be duly debaſed, and 
convinced of my nothingneſs in ſuch a manner, as never to aſcribe any 
good to myſelf, or think myſelf worthy of the leaſt thing in the way 
of merit, for at the beſt I am but an unprofitable ſervant; yet thy 
grace and power may at the ſame time appear to me abundantly greater 
than all my fins, fo that I may have always encouragement enough 
to believe in and praiſe thy holy name, 


Come let us join our chearful ſongs Let all that dwell above the ſky, 
With angels round the throne; | And air, and earth, and ſeas, 
Ten thouſand thouſand are their tongues, Conſpire to lift his glories high, 


But all their joys are one, And ſpeak his endleſs praiſe, 


% Worthy the Lamb that dy'd,“ they cry, The whole creation join in one, 
© To be exalted thus; To bleſs the ſacred name 

* Worthy the Lamb, our lips reply, ] Of Him that fits upon the throne, 
% For he was lain for us," | And to adore the Lamb. 


, 4 FEB, 
* M Y foul ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, and my mouth fhall 
7 praiſe thee with joyful lips, Ps Alu Ixiii. 5. Allelujah / for the Loxd 
op omnipotent reigns. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him, 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, Rx v. xix. 6. 

* Whhar tends not to thy glory, O Loa p, and is not thy own work, 
whatever appearance it may have, is not really good and profitable: 
preſerve and aſſiſt me therefore to do all things as of thee, in thy ſight, 
and to thy honour; may my ſoul be ever magnifying thy name, O my 
dear Redeemer and Bridegroom, and my whole converſation be 


| 


reater ©. 
ough directed to thy praiſe. Grant that my heart and mouth may be ever full 
of thy great mercies, and overflow continually with thanksgiving. 
£ My Gov, my King, thy various praiſe Thy truth and beauty I'll proclaim ; 
— Shall fill the remnant of my days; Thy bounty flows, an endleſs ſtream; 
* Thy grace employ my humble tongue, Thy mercy ſwift, thine anger ſlow, 
; Till death and glory raiſe the ſong, But dreadful to the Rubborn foe. 
£ The wings of ev'ry hour ſhall bear | And who can ffeak thy wond*rous deeds 5 
1 Some thankful tribute to thine ear; Thy greatneſs all our thoughts exceeds, 
4 And ev'ry ſetting ſun ſhall ſee _ Vaſt and unſearchable thy ways, 
ce, | | New works of duty done for thee. Vaſt and immagtal be thy praile, 
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Orfake not the works of thine own hands, Ps AIM exxxvin. 8. Divine 


1 anſwer. He which has begun a good work in you, will perform it itte 


the day of Jesus CuRIST, PH1L. i. 6. 


Tur right way to grow in grace is not to draw it from Gon, as it 


were, by force, from a wrong principle or deſign; but firſt, to gi ve 


thyſelf entirely over to thy heavenly Father through Car4sT, Who 
knows what thou wanteſt, and will never forſake thee. Secondly, to 
abide in Car1sT, and carefully cheriſh the new life, which, be it! 
ever {o weak and little now, in compariſon to the old man, will m. q 
creaſe and gradually out-grow him. as a new ſkin does the old, May | 
the Lozp only give us grace to watch againſt the oppoſite extreme, 
ſo as never to be lulled into a falſe reſt, or a lukewarm ſpirit ; but to 
be ever diligently and ſeriouſly employed in crucifying the fleſh, and 
uſing all the means of grace; then we need not be anxioully troubled! 
for the growing of the work of Gov in our ſouls, 


LogD, give me life divine; Or turn my feet aſtray, 


From vain defires, and ev'ry luſt, Are not thy mercies ſov*reign ill ? 
Turn off theſe eyes of mine, | And thou a faithful Gon ? 


My foul lies cleaving to the duſt ; | Leſt I ſhould lciter in my race, 


I need the influence of thy grace Wilt thou not grant me warmer zeal 
To ſpeed me in thy way, To run the heav'aly road ? 


ne 4 6 FEB. ( 37 ) 
FE T HE faſhuon of this world paſſes away, 1 Cok. vii. 31. 


As long as we feed on the huſks of the world, and are in love with 
oc 115 we are neither willing nor able to taſte the comforts of the love of 
Go. But when fin and the world are become an abomination to us, 
to * 14 we ſtrive to get rid of them, we are fit veſſels to receive him : 
F 1 then we begin to hunger after Tus And though we are chaſtened by 
ay . the Loxp, yet is he not angry with us, but does it to embitter fin and 
the world more and more to us, and to make us lothe them, that we 
oy may not be condemned with the world. 


; Let wor!dly minds the world purſue, So earthly pleaſures fade away, 
led! 3 It has no charms for me When Jxsus is reveal'd, 


| Once | admir'd its trifles too, Now, Lon b, I would be thine alone, 


But grace has fet me free, And wholly live to thee 


Its pleaſures now no longer pleaſe, But may I hope that thou wilt own 
* No mare content afford; A worthleſs worm like me ! 
Par from my heart be joys like theſe, ' , | 
4 Yes, tho? of ſinners I'm the worſt, 
þ Now I have known the Loxrn, 1 cannot doubt thy will; 
= As by the light of op'ning day, For if thou hadſt not lov'd me firſt 


The flars are all conceal'd ; 1 had refus'd thee fill, 
| | pd 3 


| l of Gop's forgiveneſs, would not.ſupport and comfort him in death, 


7 FEB. 38) 

TH INE is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen, Marr. vi. 19. They caft their crowns before the throne, ſaying, 

Thou art worthy, O Lox, to receive glory, and honour, and power, REV. iv. 

10,11. Praiſe ye the Lox p as much as ye can, he is ſtill higher ; nay he is all, 

and but a little portion is heard of him, Ec LEõ. xliii. 29 —g2. JoB xxvi. 14. 


Ox that is really poor in ſpirit, though he hath practiſed the duties 
of the chriſtian life ever fo long, and ſo well, always thinks himſelf to | 
have received but a very little portion of Cuzisr, and the work of 
ſanctification hardly to be begun in his ſoul. So far is he from believ- 
ing he has already attained to it, that after all his beſt actions he counts 
himſelf not worthy to be called by the name of a grateful ſon ; he is 
never pleaſed with himſelf, No degree of holineſs will fatisfy his foul. Þ 
He ſeeks and finds no reſt or comfort, but in the infinite mercy of | 
God, and in the pardon of his fins by faith; though he does not divide 
Cuklsr, but receives him in all his offices, and gives himſelf entirely | 
up to him without reſerve, to be more and more ſanctified and per- 
fected. And in this ſtate he is ſaſe indeed, he is prepared for death, 
and has no reaſon to be anxiouſly afraid, though earneſtly deſirous 
of higher degrees of ſanctification. Death might come upon him be- 
fore he arrived to it; and even his very beſt thoughts, without a ſenſe 
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a 


1 ( 39 ) 


FJ E hath made with me an everlaſting covenant ordered in all things and 
ure : for this is all my ſalvation, and all my defire, 2 SAM. xxiii. 5s 


= I have made a covenant with my choſen, PSALM Ixxxix. g. 

Tais was David's plea and confidence, when with eternity full before him, he was 
4. juſt going to make his appearance before an infinitely pure Go p. This muſt be our plea 
} alſo, if ever we would obtain the approbation of our judge. After a life of the moſt emi. 

ies vent holineſs, the beſt of men wil have reaſon to cry out,“ Enter not into judgment 
to | # « with thy ſervant, O Los p.“ It is true indeed, the believer will diſcover ſome imall 
. 7 evidences of grace, juſt to ſhew the child of Gop, and no more; but all ſo imperfeQ that 
of > he dare not ground his expectations on them, Here the covenant of grace ſteps in to his 
V- © relief, v herein he ſees ample proviſion made for the ſecurity of his eternal intereſt, For 
its the covenant is made with CAA 18 T and his ſeed, It is an everlaſting covenant, not only 
is [5 made before time, but extending its beneficial effects through the ages of eternity. It is 
Fr * ordered in all things, therefore nothing can be wanting in it, either to promote the glory 
of Gov, or the falvation of believers. It is ſure alſo ; depending on no conditions, re- 
of BY quiring nothing but what it gives, conferring its bleſſings freely, and making them ſure 
Happy ſouls who are intereſted / 


de to all the ſeed, being eſtabliſned upon better promiſes. 
in this well-ordered covenant! may it be all my ſalvation, and all my defice! 


Thy word is truth, thy promiſe ſure ; 
Hence faith and hope abide : 

My ſoul in ſafety ſhall endure; 
Novght can from Car16T divide. 


D 4 


h. Thy word, O Gop, begot my faith; 
= From thence my hope doth ſpring : 
Founded alone on what God ſaith, 

My ſoul adore and ſing, 


9 Fes. CW } 
TH Y kingdom come, MATT. vi. 10. Divine anſwer. Behold the kingdom 

of Gov is within you (and amongſt you:) Luxt xvii. 21. The king- | 
dom of Gov is not in word, but in power, 1 Cos. iv. 20. Conſiſting in 
neghteonſneſs, peace and joy of the Holy Ghojt, Row. xiv. 17. 


e 
a a; 4 


O! now many thouſands deceive themſelves with a vain, dead pre- 
ſumption of faith, moral honeſty, and fine words; Whilſt the luſt of 
the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, ſtill have the domi- 
nion in their hearts. Conſequently the power of Cuz1 T, by which | 4 
even the moſt beloved idol is caſt down and trodden under feet, has 

no place in them. O Loxo, help thy children, that they may not 
return again to vanity ; ſome being ſtill entangled even in their old 
age. May this never be my cale, 1 beſeech thee. 


The goſpel bids the dead revive : | This remedy did wiſdom find, 
Sinners, obey the voice, and live : To heal diſeaſes of the mind. 

Dry bones are rais'd, and cloth'd afreſh, This ſov'reign balm, whoſe virtues can 
And hearts of ſtone are turn'd to fleſh. Reſtore the ruin'd creature man. 


This is the word of truth and love, Where Satan reign'd in ſhades of night, 
Sent to the nations from above; h The goſpel ſtrikes a heav'nly light; 
FHOVAH here reſolves to ſhew Our luſts its wond'rous pow'r controuls, 


What his almighty grace can do, 1 And calms the rage of angry ſouls, 
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IO 
HY will be done on earth as it is in heaven, MaTT.vi.10, Anſwer. 


43 GO PD will have all men to be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of the 


truth : for there is one God and one Mediator betwixt Go and man, the man 
CrrisT JESUS, who gave himfelf a ranſom for all, 1 Tim. ii. 4, 3. There- 


fore he 1s not «willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come ta re- 


pentance, 2 PET. iii. 9. EZ EK. XV1l. 29, 32, 


O.THE ineſtimable riches of univerſal grace] This minute, O my diſtreſſed ſoul, thou 
canſt lay hold on them, and firmly believe this promiſe to belong even to thee, and that 
thy lovely Saviour is as willing as he is able to fave thee from all thy fins, Whatever 
objections may be raifed againſt it, and engrofs thy thoughts, hearken not to them, but 
reſolutely reject them as the moſt deteſſable fuggeſtions of the devil, who, above all 
things, fights moſt againſt faith, knowing well enough that unbelicf is the ſource of all 
wickedneſs. Therefore mind him not; he is a liar: but the word of Gop may be de- 
pended upon, Hence thou mayeſt confidently ſay, That J am exceedingly corrupted, is 
ioo true; but not beyond the infinite grace and power of Gop, Still I am a man; and 
He being willing that no man ſhould pe-iſh, but that all ſhould be ſaved; this his will is 
to me the ſureſt pledge of my juſtification, ſanRification, and ſalvation, It is his will, 
and it is mine too, that 1 ſhould be ſaved, what enemy then can hinder it? 


Lon p, we confeſs our num'rous faults, But, O my ſoul, for ever praiſe, 
How great our guilt has been! For ever love his name, 

Fooliſh and vain were all our thoughts, Who turns thy feet from dang vous ways 
And all our lives were fn, Of folly, fin and ſhame, 188 


11 FEB. 8 3 


\ 


PSALM xcvii. 11. Unto the upright there ariſes light in darkneſs ; he is 
gracious, full of compaſſion, and rigliteous, PSALM cxii. 4. Therefore caſt 
not away confidence, which has great recompence of reward; for ye have need of 
Patience, &c. for yet a little while, and he that fhall come will come, and vill 


not tarry, HEB. x. 33, 37. ISAIAH lviil, 10-12. 


Tuis ſhews that believers are ſubject to many changes of joy and 
ſorrow. In a ſtate of gladneſs therefore we have reaſon to fear; and 
in the hours of trouble and ſadneſs to entertain good hopes. Thus we 
ſhall always be able to keep the happy medium between the extremes 
of levity and deſpair. . a man has a true ſenſe of his own mi— 
ſeries, the complaints and infirmities of the ſaints are often a ſtum- 
bling- block; but afterwards they will adminiſter him great comfort. 
This is the reaſon that Go p has revealed them in ſcripture ; for the 
complaints of his children and ele&, as Luther obſerves, give more 
comfort than all their moſt heroic' actions. 


Alas ! it ſwells my ſorrows high, Yet why, my ſoul, why theſe complaints ? 
To ſee my bleſſed Jesvs frown ; Still while he frowns his bowels move; 
My ſpirits fink, my comforts die, Still on his heart he bears his ſaints, 
And all the ſprings of life are down, And feels their ſorrows, and his love. 


LI GHT is ſown for the righteous, and gladneſs for the upriglit in heart, 


a A 8 
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| | points tempted like as we are, yet without fin, chap, iv. 18. 
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12 FEB. 1 


F. R in that he himſelf has ſuffered, being tempted, he is able to fuccour 
them that are tempted, H E B. ii. 18. For we have not a hagh prieſt 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our inſirmities, but was in all 


To have this high Prieſt and Saviour, is to believe in him, though 
in weaknefs and trembling. The ſenſible, ſweet and full aſſurance 
of his indwelling, proceeds from the ſealing of the Spirit, which fol- 
lows afterwards, and is not always experienced in a ſtate of dark- 
neſs and temptation, But the Lo D difowns us not for wanting it, 
but graciouſly bears with our infirmities, 


With joy we meditate the grace | He in the days of feeble fleſh 
Of our high prieſt above; Pour'd out his cries and tears; 
His heart is made of tenderneſs, And in his meaſure feels afreſh 
His bowels melt with love, | What ev'ry member bears, 
Touch'd with a ſympathy within, Then let our humble faith addreſs 
He knows our feeble frame ; His mercy and his pow'r, 
He knows what ſore temptations mean, We ſhall obtain deliv'ring grace 


For he has felt the ſame. In the diſtteſſing hour, 


13 FEB. 644 


609 was in Cur1sT, veconciling the world unto himſelf, not 1mputing 

their treſpaſſes unto them ; for he has made Him to be fin for us, who knezw 
no fin ; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of GoD in him, 2 Con. v. 19, 
N. COL, i. 20. 1 PET. ii. 24. 


Ir highly concerns all believers, who are deſirous to have always 
peace and ſupport within, to be ever ſenſible of their own miſery and 
ſpiritual poverty, and fo to live and reſt ſolely and wholly in the all- 
ſufficient atonement and righteouſneſs of CyrisT IEsus our Saviour. 
Diſquietneſs and lazineſs generally proceed from ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
and our not looking up and being indebted to him for every thing, 
but ſecretly truſting to ſomething in ourlelves, 


Jesv, thou art my righteouſneſs, | For ever here my reft ſhall be, 
For all my fins were thine: Cloſe to thy bleeding fide ; 
Thy death has bought of Gop my peace, | *Tis all my hope, and all my ple: ; 


Thy life has made him mine, For me the Saviour dy'd ! 
Spotleſs and. juſt in thee Iam; My dying Saviour and my Gon, 
I feel my ſins forgiven : Fountain for guilt and fin, 
I tafte ſalvation in thy name, Sprinkle me ever in thy blood, 


And antedate my heav'n. And cleanſe, and keep me clean, 


-— —— 


14 FEB. Gn. | 
IVY Everthelefs efs I am continually with thee, Thou haſt holden me by the right 


hand. Thou fhalt guide me with thy counſel, and afterward Yecerve me 
to thy glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth 
| that I deſire beſides tee. My fleſh and my heart failethi, but Gov is the 
g of my heart, and my portion for coer, PSALM IXxiii. 23—26, 
PSALM Xvi. 18, 


Banks in religion not only long for C1z1srT, but for ſenfible com- 
munion with him; and very often they are indulged with it, that 
they may be Weaned from the world. But thoſe of fuller age, who 
have their ſenſes more exerciſed, are content to have. Him only, and 
to be adopted by Him ; relying more on the word and covenant of 
Gov, than uporſweet ſenſations of the ſoul, which in times of trial 

-and temptation are often wanting. 


Hope is my anchor, firm and flrong, 
To rend my ſoul from thee my Gop ? While tempeſts blow, and billows tile, 
But everlaſting is thy love, Colbel hand 

"Mx PQ my ſpirit 
And jesus ſeals it with his blood. 6 ran . 


Ami iſt temptations haip and long, Lays the foundation for my hepa. 
My ſoul-to this dear retuge flies; In oaths, and premiſes, and blood, 


How oft have fin and Satan ſtrove 


— * 


HERE ts a river, the ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the city of Gov. i 
Gop is in the midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved, PSALM xlvi. 4, 3. 
Ye are of Gop, little children, and have overcome them; becauſe greater is he 


that is in you, than he that is in the world, 1 JOHN iv. 4. PSALM cx. 2, 


ZECH. ii. 5. 9 


Tus chriſtians in a right ſpirit ſtill are ſubje& to temptations from 
within and without, but watching unto prayer they do not fall by them. 
On the contrary, as temptations are great helps to diſcover their hid- 
den infirmities, and ſtir them up to be more cautious, ſerious, and faith- 
ful, they are followed and rewarded with great and glorious victories; 
conſequently are ſo far from being half a fall, that they rather ſerve to | 
keep delievers from falling. What reaſon have we then to be afraid 
of temptations, ſince every one carries a new bleſſing along with it? / 


Jzsv, lover of my ſoul | Other refuge have I none; £3 
Let me to thy boſom fly ; Hangs my helplefs ſoul on thee ; (1 
While the nearer waters roll, Leave, ah]! leave me not alone; | 
While the tempeſt ill is high: Still ſupport, and comfort me ; 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, All my truſt on thee is ſtay'd, 
Till the ſtorm of life is paſt, All my help from thee I bring; 4 
Safe into the haven guide, | Cover my defenceleſs head, 
O receive my ſoul at laſt ! With the ſhadow of thy wing. 


16 FEB, 47 
. 1h FOR our light afliction, which is but for a moment, works for us a far 

* more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things 
= which are ſeen, for the things which are feen are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Therefore, Bleſſed are 
the dead which die in the Lo RD, note, from henceforth : yea, faith the Spirit, 


that they may reſt from ther labours, (alſo from all their afflictions] and 
; their works do follow thew, REv. xiv. 13. 


Som pretend to be ſo evangelical, as to have no longer any inward 
* troubles and vexations; neither will they allow of ſuch prayers or 
other acts of chriſtian duty and devotion as are done with any reluct- 
ga ance of heart, calling them legal and meritorious works of our own. 
This would be true, if there were in a true Chriſtian no remains of 
unbelief and ſin, which often makes him dull and heavy, and muſt 
always be overcome, as it were, by force: though the ſpirit be will- 
ing, and in the midſt of all troubles and gronings longs the more 
after that perfect reſt above. 


Our fins, alas ! how ſtrong they be; The waves of trouble how they riſe! 

And like a raging ſea, How loud the tempeſts rore : 
They break our duty, Lox p, to Thee But death ſhall land our weary ſouls 
And hurry us away. Safe on the heay'nly ſhore, 
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BLefed are the meek, ſor they ſhall inherit the earth.” "Bleſſed are the mera. 3 
fut, for they hall obtain mercy. Bleſſed are the pure in heart," for "they 
1 2 Gov. Bleſſed are the peace-makers, for they ſhall be called „. 3 
children of G o v. Bleſſed are they golach. are perſecuted. 2d Teghequy! neſs 10 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, MAtT..v. gy 7y 8,9710. þ 
Tury heels. who are not poſſeſſed of meekneſs, mercy, ad a 
pure heart, are not bleſſed. Let every one examine himſelf this ver. yi 
day, and he will find cauſe for repentance, and to pray for remiſſiou 
#18 of fins, and for the holy Spirit, who may work in him all thoſe. in-“ 
18 diſpenſible parts of true Chriſtianity; ; then he: will have che comlbr . 
I able hope of falvation; he will become a child of Gow, and an heir 
of the kingdom of hear en; and mercy and good thirgs will be Nis 
portion for life. 1 
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A thouſand foes prepate to war | Left I from the right path Noni e ert 
Againſt a feeble ſaint ;: Or fall inte a, ſnare. — 

Jesus, in mv bchaif appcar, | To ev*ry.eaithly object dead; A 
And chear me, left I tant. Alive to things above 

Give me an heart divorc's from lin, Conform'd unto. my living "head, 2 
Shut up from worloly caie ; And fill'd with burning love. 

Conſtant, ſincere, and tervent in | Let furious heats no more moleſt, 
The exerciſe of prayer. Nor paſTons chaſe my mind ; 

Fili'd with a gadly filial fear, Quench all ill tempets in my breaſt, 
A conflant, jealous care; | And make me meek and Kind, 


. 
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ba TH E ha the fmple; I was brought low, and he helped me, 


they 8 


the 1 

Ae, 
ſouls. And ſurely nothing ſhould humble us more, than juſtification by free grace. 
da 

cry : 

101 | 


in- 
wt- 
leit 


115 contrary to love, Keep me, O my light, ſtom all ſelf-conceitedoeſs; bridle my carnal 


7 reaſon, and pull down all vain imaginations, Grant that my eye may be fixed only upon 
that one thing needful, which lafts eternally; and that in all my words, deeds and geſ- 


P5ALM cxvi. 


Hz who walls in godly fGimplitity and humility, aceounting his own inflrmities al- 
ways the greateſt, will beſt be preſerved from being puffed up and fifred by the enemy of 


The more we confider and carefully eheriſh that, the more this fimple, child- like, quiet 
temper will increaſe : for fince there is nothing in ourſelves which can be depended upon, 
but all muſt be freely received from Cxz1sT : this, at the ſame time cutting off all vain 
boaſting, brings us low, ſettles our peace on Ckz18T, who is our all, and is ſure enough 
to be reſted upon; - | 

It is only from thee, O my dear Saviour, I can learn true fimplicity : teach me there- 
fore to turn mine eyet, not upon others, but upon myſelf, Hytable me to the ut 
and faſhion me after thy own mind, that I may be careful to avoid every thing that is 


tures, I may always reſemble the fimplicity, ivnocetiee, fidelity, and love of a Hale 


| child, MATT, Xii. 3. 


Rich grace, free grace, moſt ſweetly calls ; | 'Tis grace each day that feeds our fouls 3 


Directiy come who will; Grace keept us inly poor; 
Juſt us you are for Cxn1tT receives And Oh | that nothing elſe but grice 


Feet belle finners fill, May rule for evermote. 
| * 


— — ———— — — —— — 
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19 Fon. 50 ) 


. Lon p is my fhep herd, IT ſhall not want, PSALM XX111. 1. He ſays) g 

it himſelf. I am come that they might haue life and that they might have 
it more abundantly. I give-unto them eternal life, and they hall 1 never per 3 
neither Mall any pluck them out of my hands, JOHN x. 10, 28, 3 


Taz Lord being my ſhepherd alſo, what can I then want? No- ; 
thing that is really good for me. The ſenſe of it may ſometimes be 1 
wanting ; but even this want is the beginning of a greater fulneſs, 
and certainly works for my good. It ſtirreth me up to pray more 
earneſtly: and thus my wants drive me to the green paſtures, and 1 
the brooks of freſh waters, even to my good Shepherd, who is himſelf 
the beſt food, and the ſpring of living water. | 4 


1.8 My ſhepherd is the living Loxp + My wand'ring feet his ways miſtake, 4 
15 Now ſhall my wants be well ſupply'd ; But he reffores my ſoul to peace; F 
* 4 His providence and holy word And leads me for his merey's ſake, ' 
4 1 Become my ſafety and my guide. In the fair path of righteouſneſs. 
i In paſtures where falvation grows Tho' I walk thro' the gloomy ville, 
| He makes me feed, he makes me reft ; Where death and all its tertots are, 
There living water gently flows, My heart and hope ſhall never fail, 
And all the food's divinely ble. For Gop my Shepherd s with me there, 


20 FEB. tits. a 


HE Los is our king, he will fave us, Is x. xxxiii. 22. The L.or ts 
rong and mighty in batt{s, Ps xxiv. 8. The voice of rejoicing and 
= /alvation is in the tabernact:s of the righteous, the right hand of the Lox o does 
4 valtantly, Ps ALM cxviii. 13. Therefore I can do all things through CHRIST 
XJ which ſtrengthencth me, PHIL. iv. 13. For God is with us, ISA. viii. 10, 
No victory without a combat, and combats ſometimes are attended 
with dangerous wounds; but this only humbles us, and makes us 
more circumſpect. Abide thereſore always in the wounds of Jxsus, 
which will certainly make thee whole and ſtrong in faith, ſo as to 
2 baffle all the aſſaults of thine enemies, and gladly to ling in thy taber- 
# nacle, ** Thanks be unto GO, who always cauſes us to triumph in 
Curist,” 2 COR. ii. 14. 82 


With all my pow'rs of heart and tongue, {| He did my riſing fears controul, , 

Fl] praiſe my maker in my ſong ; And ſtrength diffus'd thro' all my ſoul. 
Angels ſhall hear the notes J raiſe, Amidſt a thouſand ſnares 1 ſtand, 
Approve the ſong, and join the praiſe, Upbeld, aps gua'ded by thy hand; 

I'll fng thy truth and mercy, Loxp; Thy words my fainting foul revive, 
1'il fing the wonders of thy word; + And keep my dying faith alive, 

Not all thy works and names below, Grace will compieat what grace begine, 
So much thy pow'r and glory ſhow, To fave from ſorrows, or from fin; 

To Cop I cry'd when troubles roſe ; | The work that wiſdom under%kes, 
He heard me, and ſubdu'd my foes; | Eternal mercy nc'er forſakes. 


8 


2 $2 
THE Lord hath deliuered my foul in peace, Ps Alx lv, 19s 


O Lon d, give me grace always to ſeek _ find reſt for my wana 
and conſcience in thy wounds, and never yield to the condemnation 
of the law ; but to be as ready, on the other hand, to mortify the de. 
fares of the fleſh; ſo as to fall neither into ſlaviſh fear and diſtruſt, 3 
nor into carnal reſt and ſecurity ; but to make good uſe both of the ? 
law and the goſpel in its turn; and ſo to adorn myſelf onal 1 
that I may be ready to follow thy call to the place of Wann reſt, 
- without any further warning, 


Juavs, 1 throw my arms around, | Shew me ſome promiſe in thy book, 
And hang upon thy breaſt ; | Where my ſalvatign ſtands, © + 
Without a gracious ſmile from thee, 
My ſpirit cannot zeſt, | Give me one kind aſſuring word, 
i To fink my fears again; 
O! tell me that my worthleſs name j And chearfully my ſoul hall wait 


& graven on thy Randt; | Her thieeſeore years and n. 


22 FER. 16991 


HE Los Vleſs thee and keep thee; the LoxD make his face to ſhine upon 

3 thee, and be gracious unto thee: the Lox p lift up his countenance upon 
Dit ther; and give thee peace, Nuns, vi. 24—26. Peace I leave with you, my 
ion ¶ peace I give unto you'; not as the world gives, give I unto you. Let not your 
3 heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid, I will not leave you comfortleſs ; I 
will come to you, Jon x xiv. 27, 28. In the world ye ſhall have tribula- 
= ton, but be of good chear, I have overcome the world, chap, xvi. 33s 


Bix till in the world, we cannot be without trouble; nay, out 
of CurrsT, every thing cauſes trouble. But that we ſhould not be 
= weighed down by it, he ſays, “ Abide in me; in me ye have peace :” 
his carricth us ſafely through all tribulations. O Lon o, grant that 
I may ever be found in the ſtronghold of thy wounds, and enjoy 


peace amidſt all the troubles of this world, 


Blefs'd be the FAT HER and his love, A precious fiream of vital blood, 

To whoſe celeſtial ſource we owe Pardon and life for dying ſouls, 

Rivers of endleſs joy above, tha | | 

And rills of comfort here below. We give thee, saczeD STI r, praiſe, 
Who in our hearts of fin and woe 

Glory to thee, great Sox of Gon, Mak# living ſprings of grace ariſe, 

From wheſe dear wounded body rolls fj And into endleſs glory flow, 


. * 3 


23 FEB. eln 
TH E Lord do that which ſcems him good, 2 SAM. x. 12. 


A CuxisT1Aan {till feels the motions of ſelf-will, and conſequently 
of ſin in his heart. And if it be aſked, How can Cur1sT and fin 


8 
[ 


dwell together in one heart ? 'The anſwer is; As aking and rebels in 1 


one kingdom or town. He does not agree or correſpond with them, 


but ſubdues them, and maintains peace. But where felf-will has the 


dominion, there is nothing but trouble and confuſion ; for unſanctified 


paſſions and a bad conſcience not only are inward tortures, but often 


turn to our great diſadvantage, even in worldly affairs; whereas in 
the blood of Cux ISH we have a good conſcience, abundance of peace, 


and can be content and happy in the moſt indifferent outward cir— 
cumiſtances. | | 


Take great heed therefore O my dear Chriſtian. never to be led by thy own fpirit, 
were it even in ſuch thirgs as ſeem to bring glory to GOD if it is not of his own appoint- 
ment. Our hearts ſometimes are very deceitfully deſirous of what pleaſes ourſelves, while 
we pretend to ſzek God's glory; and were we not croſſed in theſe our defigns, they 
would prove a great burden to our life, Bleſſed is he, who not only prays with his lips, 
but is heartily willing alſo that nothing but the will of the Log p ſhould be done in every 
thing. It is he alone that underſtands what may be good or dangerous to our ſpiritual or 
temporal circumſtances. We being often hlinded and drawn by our luſts, ate too much 
inclined to chooſe at random what would be perhaps moſt detrimental. : | 

SAVIOUR, to my heart be near, Guard my weakneſs by thy grace, 
Exerciſe the Shepherd's cale; | Let me feel a conſtant peace: 


1p os, 


* 


r wa x  ©xX- 


HE Lok p will regard the prayer of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe thei 
7 prayers, PSALM el 17. They looked unto him, and were ee, x 


their faces were not aſhamed, PSALM xxxiv. 5: See allo the inſtance of the 
woman of Canaan, Marr. xv. 21—28. And what CHRIS I lays, 
Lon xi 5—13: Chap. xviii. 1—8, Likewife of a toſſed veſlel, 


MATT. viii. 24—27. 


Tun load of outward and inward affliftion is not always prayed 
away with a few words, or in a few days. Sometimes it is neceſſa 
even to wreſtle with Gop, and be very ifiſtant too; how elſe could 
faith and patience be exerciſed ! If therefore the trials ate ſharp and 
|#Qiag, it is not to weaken our faith; but to ſtir us up to be more in- 
ſtantly zealous in prayer and thg right uſe of the word of Gop : and 
by this means, to be ſo much more gloriouſly delivered and ſtrength- 
ened in faith : for whatever Gos ſends upon us, it is not for the leſſen- 


ing, but for the increaſe of our faith. 


Gov is the refuge of bis ſaints, 
When ſtorms of ſharp diſtreſs invade ; 
Ere we can offer dur complaints, 
Behold bim preſent with his aid. 


Let tqountains from their ſeats be hurl'd 
Down to the deep, and buried there ; 


Convulfions ſhake the ſolid world, 
Our faith ſhall never yield to fear, 


Loud may the troubled ocean rore, 

In facred peace our ſouls abide-; 

While ev'ry nation, ev'ry ſhore, 

Trembles, and dreads the ſwelling tides 
r 4 


25 F : B, 


I 


. 
Dpell in the and holy place, with: im alfo that 1s .0 wig | 
rig rig e eee e 


the contrite ones. For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always 1 


oth > for the ſrt fol fel fore me andthe Jul which I have made | 


Is4, 1vii. 15,1 


N. inſiſt too much upon the ſenſible joy of faith, might produce 2 4 


joy, and make weak ſouls weaker ſtill. 
N rt, is like a bottle of a very narrow: 
ceive the dew of heavenly comfort only . ittle drops. 


Many a ſincere Chriſ- 
allage, which can re- 
But doſt 


thou feel thyſelf quite naked, and void of all good „Cusisr will ſurely F 
© en 


cover thee with the robe df r 


ighteouſneſs. 


looking offlyto Him for every thing; and whatever gift of joy 
and holineſs, may be given thee, truſt not to them, but 8 


Thus faith the high and.laſty One | 
T fit upon my holy throne ; 
My name is Gn; I dwell on 
Dwell in my own Eternity. F 


On earth 1 have' a manſion too 


But I deſcend to. worlds below, 27 


| 


alone. This will make thee ſure, and keep wy heart at reſt, 


The humble ſpirit and contrite . 


i- an abode of my delight. bai 


tire ly out — 


oy, peace |} 


HRIST 


The humble foul my words revive ; 


I bid the r20vrning ſinner Ii ve; 


Heal all tHe broken hearts 1 Grid; * 7 


And eaſe the ſorroaꝶ of the mi 


4 


26 FEB. ( 57 5 4 
| N E-of the ſoldiers with a d has and forthwith cone thee | 
I Odea, Jon whe he 4 / 


H xc the fountain of grace and rain | is dank for Heakfing en us- 
tom all ſin and uncleanneſs. If thou only canſt and will acknowledge 

aud accuſe thyſelf in every thing (ſins and duties) to bs a tranſgreſſor, 
und humbly deſireſt to be ſprinkled and waſhed by the blood. of 
; 2uz1sr, thou canſt do enough, and art bleſſed ice. Marr. ae 


Th 
1 
e. 
1 1255 ix. 1g, $4; 0 
V 36k 10 280 20s 
f, . My Saviour's- . fide _ | 1- Fulbls his Father's: ben j 
e Pour d out a double flood ; > 25 , $$: aud all our wants en.. 
| by water we aye purify'd ; 41 | 
TY And pardon d by thy blood. 8 Thus the Redeemer came © 
8 1 By water and by blood: : 
Look up, my ſoul, to Him | And when tbe Spirit ſpeaks the oy, 
Whoſe death was thy deſert, We feel is wing 6600. 
And humbly view the living — 
Flow from his Srpabiing: ores, 5 Loan chase ok from 10, 
Fr x Nor let thy grate depart 5 
There on the a tree . + Cowl Great comforter ! abide 9 5 
ja dying pangs He lie, And witneſs to my heart \ 


F. TA N has deſired to have n that he may fift you as wheat ; but I hav 

prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not, Lo xx xxii. 31, 32. Yet 2 
not mg leaſt grain fall upon the earth, Amos ix. 9. For, I will keep ad. 
from the hour of temptation, Rx v. iii. 10, 


— 


SoMETIMES we may imagine ourſelves to be divinely convinced of: 
the will of Gov, both by ſeeming outward providences and | 
perſuaſions of faith; and yet it is poſſible that the ſiftings oſ Satan lf 7A 
at the bottom; however, the LoxD will over-rule him at laſt, ani 
order all things to the beſt for his people. May the Loxp make lis 
watchful againſt our owa ſpirit, and againſt the evil one, eſpecialy 4 
when he is transformed into an angel of light, that it may not bein Þ 
his power to ſift us ſo as to gain an advantage over us by our liſten- 
ing to his inward ſuggeſtions, or yielding to his fubtil temptations, 


In vain the baffled prince of hell And to his heav' nly kingdom keep 7 
His curſed projects tries; This feeble ſoul of mine. 4 
We that were doom'd his endleſs ſia ves God is my everlaſting al is, 4 


Are rais'd above the ſkies, And hell ſhall rage in vain ; . ll 3 
Jesus the Lon p ſhall guard me ſafe To Him be higheſt glory paid, Is 
From ev'ry ill defign ; And endleſs praiſe, Amen. 


a 


28 FEB. 1 
2 77 HOSE adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of plating the , 
Jet | hair, and of wearing of gold, &c. But let it be the udden man of the 
A heart, in that which is not corruptible; even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
7 ſpirit, which is in the fight of Gop of great price, 1 PET. iii. 3, 4. In reſt 
off (hall ye be ſaved, in quietnefs and confidence ſhall be your ftrength, Is a An 


ard 2 XXX. 15. 


0 AcnxisriAx's beſt accoutrements and feſlival clothes in which he daily eelebrates 
IN FF his ſabbath, is called, Cor. iii. 10, F2, 14. The new man, bowels of mercics, kind» 
is IR © neſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, and, above all, charity. Theſe 
[ are our ornaments we ſhall be dreſſed and adorned with. What doſt thou adorn moſt, 
* Dody or Soul? “ O thou meek and quiet Lamb of God, juſtly I bluſh before thee, when 
in © I conſider my impatience, though I am never innocent, like thee, I humbly beſeech 
n. RX © thee to forgive me theſe my tranſgreſſions, ſince thou haſt made . ſufficient atonement 
N i for all by thy meritorious ſilence. But deliver me from this choleric, hot, and peeviſh 
e temper alſo ;. and give me grace in all inward and outward troubles, to have that long- 
„ forbearing mind which was in thee, Make me daily more and more like a lamb ; that 

on all occaſions, grievous or joyful, I may be duly compoſed, and ſhew that excellent 
A heavenly ornatvent of a meck and quiet ſpirit, not in many words, but in reality and 
et power, Amen,” | 


1 Giver of concord, Prinee of peace Dlet us find the ancient way 

9 Meek, lamb-like Son of Gop - Our wond'ring foes to move; 

Bid our unruly paſſions ceaſe, And force the heathen world to ſay, 
And quench them with thy blood, « See how theſe Chriſtians love“ 


— —⅛ ˙ 
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1 Mazcu. Le 5% %% e M 2 CS ORA 


DEA TH is et up in viftory. O death, where ts thy fling r 
O grave, where is th ory # Thanks be to Co D, who giveth | us the þ 
_ through our Lord Nee Cunisr, 1 Cox, xv. 54—57· | A 


O gracious Lon D, 1 know and receive thee as my Redeemer, and | 
rely on thy death in ſome meaſure { but alas! I do not know thee yet 4 
as I ought; and am far from being ſtrong and firm enough, ſince I Þ 
am frightened {till at the thoughts of death. Grant therefore, that by all q 
thy Providences, Trials and Deliverances, I may be fo eſtabliſhed in 
faith on thy word, as to prevail againſt all darkneſs and fears; that at 
laſt I may be * with humble boldneſs, to look death in the face, 
and really find it ſwallowed up in victory by thy meritorious death, 
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; O for an overcoming faith, | If fin be pardon'd, I'm ſecure, „ jy 

J To chear my dying hours, Death has no ſting beſide ; 3 EIS 9 a 

Þ# To triumph o'er the monſter death, | The law gives fn its damning pow's 

4 And all his frightful pow'rs, But Cxn16T my ranſom F 

n, with all the firength I have, ] Now to the Gow of vicdery, 

1 My qui ring lips ſbould fing, Immortal thanks be paid, £147 4 
1 & — is thy boaſted victꝰ ry grave ? | Who makes us conqu*rors while, we diz, 
\ * And where the monſter's ing ?” | The CN 197 ovr living besd. 


U 
ROAD ts the way that leadeth to deftruffion, and many there be which 
" go tn thereat : But, narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and fer 
chere be that find it, MATT, vii. 13, 14. wo 7 
Tuis Tounds too harſh in the ears of the old man, who would not 
hu ve the law made uſe of in theſe goſpel-times, either to the converted 
nd or unconverted ; and yet to the old man the law, and not the goſpel, 
properly belongs. St Paul, that great preacher of the goſpel, made 
= uſe of the law to rouſe unconverted Felix from his ſecurity, Acts 
| xx1v. 25, and to warn the converted Romans from falling into it again, 
all FF Rox. viii. 13. For Chriſtians are ſtill in the fleſh, which muſt be res, . ; 
in | ftrained by the law; the goſpel is deſigned only for the ſpirit; not for 
at IT the fleſh. O Lon p, keep the fleſh always within due bounds in the © 
| narrow way, that it may never be nouriſhed by the food of the ſpirit. © _ 
Which way doft thou walk? examine thyſelf, Is it the narrow way? art thou quite 
fore of it? venture not to go on any further at random. It is matter of great conſe- 
quence; if thou wilt be ſafe, try better for it; thou mayeſt eaſily be deceived.” Alas ! 
thou art ſurely in the broad way to deſtruction, if thou ſtill laveſt and art conformed to 
the world. Art thou but indifferent with regard to the things of Gop, relifhing more 
the vanities, pleaſures, companies, treaſures, and honours of this world > They art. not in 
the good narrow way that leads unto life, O conſider this well, and ſtop ſhort, before it 
is too late, and thou drop into the bottomleſs pit of perdition, | ptr r 


B 


o 
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Strait is the way, the door is ſtrait, | 'Tis but a few that knd the gate, 1 * 
i Tie leads to joys on hh; While crouds miſtake and dic. + 
">. 5” Þ ; A * . 192 


MARS. Yi, 


ARON fhall bear the names of the children of Tfrael in the breaſt-plal® 
of judgment, upon his heart, when he goeth into the holy place, fer a ne 
moral before the Lo D continually; and thou fhalt put into the breaft-plate of 
Judgment the Urim and Ihummim, namely, light and integrity, Ex Ou 
XXVIII. 29. N 


* 


73 
Now am I for ever in gracious remembrance with Go p, ſince my 
great High Prieſt, and Advocate Cux1sT Jesus, bears my name con. . 
tinually before him on his heart. Whenever I am troubled about 
my ſins, his powerful mediation will ſurely plead mercy for all my 
tranſgreſſions, and ſupply my wants abundantly, Gop not denying: 
him any thing, I can through him continually be heard and obtain 
grace; for he makes perpetual interceſſion for me in heaven, 5 
which all my prayers at all times, and even now, are ſanctified, and 
preſented to the Father, who heareth him always. O! who would 
not ſend up his petition to heaven in faith! 4 


Now may our joyful tongues _ | The Father lays his thunder by, * I 
Our Maker's honour fing ; And looks, and ſmiles, and loves, = 
Ixsus the Prieſt, receives our ſongs, No fiery vengeance now, ( 
And bears them to the King, No burning wrath comes down ; 3 ( 
Before his Father's eye If juſtice calls for ſinneis blood, 
Our humble ſuit he moves; | The Saviour ſhews his own, | 


MARCH. ( 63 ) 
y F any man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, Lu KE ix. 23. 
nie. 2 | | 
 f F Doe this, all the reſt will be ealy ; if we know that we are 
| mothing, are unworthy of every thing, and have nothing of our own, 
Fe can loſe nothing. We have no property, ſince we are but 
Iſtewards of the Lox. We have no honour or ſhame of our own, 
ny after the manner of the world: this being our only honour, if Gop 
s glorified, and our only ſhame, if he is diſhonoured by us. The 
Flory of Gop we muſt have at heart, and in his cauſe be like lions, 
Hut in our own cauſe, like lambs. Therefore when we are croſſed 
Wn things which do not concern the glory of Gon, and the real good 
f our neighbour, but our own intereſt, and are unwilling to ſuffer 
ny thing, we ſhall miſcarry, and be involved m greater troubles : 
Hut denying ourſelves, we ſhall loſe only a good deal of vexation 
and inftead of this, receive CRHRIST, with all his ſpiritual and tem- 
Eporal bleſſings, as far as we want them; which alone can make us 
Wchearful and happy. But whoſoever defires to pleaſe the world in its 
Wraſte, „with his ſingularities, ſeeking himſelf and his own glory, 
cannot be a follower of Caz1sr in this, and have boldneis towards 
Gov. And how will it be with them in the hour of death and judg- 
ment ꝰ By this every one, learned or unlearned, may try themſelves: - . 
whom Uo they pleaſe ; Gop, or the world ? 


5 MARC H. ( 64 ) 8 
HT troubles of my lieart are enlarged. O bring me out of my diſtreſu 
Wes xxv. ih Divine anſwer; The facrifices of God are a Ao N 


- 


rit; a broken and a contrite heart, O Gop, thou wilt not deſpiſe, PSALM li 17 


Sox take great pains to warn and caution others exceedingly again 
contrition and inward trouble of heart. But whoever, without hav. 
ing ſuch a broken heart, deſires nothing but the comforts of the gol. 

i, makes light of fin, and will make a dangerous ſhipwreck at laſt. 
For in this world we have trouble, not only in the — but 
alſo in the progreſs of our chriſtian courſe. Neither does it any harm 
but it humbles deeply; and drives us to CHRIST, to ſeek and find com. 
fort in him; conſequently godly ſorrow and holy mourning are noi 
looked upon, and truſted to, as meritorious works, by no means. 1 
is only CnRIsT, who by his merits has recovered us from fin and 
wrath, who can be relied upon. May the Loxp prepare and make 
us evermore fit duly to receive his goſpel, that we may never 2 


” | 


and make light with this holy thing. 


Where are the mourners, ſays the Loa v, | The ſofteſt couch that nature knows 
That wait and tremble at my word; Can give the conſcience no repoſe ; 
That walk in darkneſs all the day? Look to my righteouſneſs and live; 
Some, make my name yout truſt and ſtay, ] Comfort and peace ate mine to gives 


G MARCH. ( 08") 


Dex right hand did Rand the queen in gold of ophir. The king's 


x "dmughter is all glorious within, her clothing is wrought gold. Hearken, O 
daughter, and confetter;” and meme thine ear. Forget alſo thine own people 


and thy Father's houſe, fo fhall the King greatly deſire thy beauty: for he ts thy 
w. Ion, and worfhep Thou him, PSALM XIV. 10—12, 14, 16 | 
= . Oz5:xvz; O my foul ! that thy celeſtial bridegroom does not require 


any ornament, merit, worthineſs and beauty of thy own : no, he will 
waſh thee himſelf with his blood; he. will adorn thee and make thee 
truly amiable to himſelf and to his Father, O ſweet and eternal truth! 


He has loved-and: wafhed me alſo from my. fins in his own blood!“ 
lie has, and: I have in him a more than angelical beauty. O the un- 
ſpeakable fairneſs of this bridegroom. and h 

not cleave to him alone, and love him above all others? 


is ſpouſe! Why ſhould I 


| The King of ſaints, how fair his face, | He forms her beauties like his own; 
Adorh'd with majeſty and grace f He calls and ſeats her near his throne « - 


He comes with bleſſings from above, j Fair ſtranger, let thine heart forget 
And wins the nations to his love | The idols of thy native ſtate, 

At bit right hand our eyes behold So ſhall the King the more rejoice” * 
The queen atray'd in pureſt gold; In thee, the fav'rite of his choice; 


The world admires her heav*nly dreſs, | Let Him be lov'd and yet ador'd, w 
Her robe of joy and righteouſneſs, _ | For He's thy „ In thy Loss, > 


„MAR cR. ( 66 ) | N 
HE that are Cyr15T's have crucfied the fleſh with the buſts and g. 
fections thereof, GAL. v. 24. Y 

Luther on theſe words ſays; “ Although the fleſh is alive ſtill, and 
frequently ſtirs, yet it cannot fulfil its deſires, becauſe it is faſtened 
„to the croſs :” With the crucifying of the fleſh we have to do as 
long as we live, This is the croſs we are to take up daily, and which 
either prevents many outward croſſes, or at leaſt yields great comfort 
underthem. The croſs being an extraordinarygood means to experience 
the ſweetneſs of the word of Gop, thou muſt always be ready and prepar- | 
ed for it, O my ſoul. And if none comes from without, take care to break 
thy own will in every thing. Painful and hard as this may ſeem to be. 
at firſt, yet it will certainly very ſoon grow eaſier, and be matter of | 
real joy. Bleſſing and peace will . thy ways and ſteps, that thou i 


ſhalt glorify Go b for having been reſigned and guided, not by thy Þ 
own, but his good will and pleaſure. Self-will, on the other LAY | 
creates nothing but vexation, trouble and uneaſineſs. It is puniſhed} 
by itſelf, deprives us of all real bleſſings; and therefore deſerves, and i 
15 beſt to be broke and crucified in its firſt motions. 

Still I feel a fleſhly part, Break, O break this heart of ſtone 


Much corruption in my heart; Form it for thy uſe alone; 
Oh! Tam very vile indeed, Bid each vanity, depart; 
Of thy blood I ſure have need. Build thy temple in my heart. 


ö 


* 


3 


b 


1 
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TN thofe days, and in that time, faith the Lox p, the iniquity of Tfrael ſhall 
be fought for, and there fhall be none, IX E. I. 20. For I will forgive their 
iniquily, and I will remember their fins no more, Chap. xxxi. 34. 


I 8rvsn, O Lord, when I remember my fins, and conſider that thy 
pure eyes have ſeen them all; but thou haſt promiſed not only to par- 
don, and not be angry at, or upbraid me for them, as men do; but 
rt even to forget every thing entirely, as if thou didſt not know what has 
paſſed in the ſinful years of my life, and to look upon me in time and 
eternity, as a dear child, who had never done any thing amiſs : ſince 
thou doſt not ſee any fin, not even a ſpot or wrinkle in me, but only 
thy dear Son, and his blood, conſequently nothing but what is worthy 
of thy love. Therefore thou loveſt me more than I love myſelf; for 
the love I bear myſelf is but human; thou loveſt me as thou doſt thine 
own Son, Jour xvii. 16. And ſince this is a divine, perfect and eter- 
nal love; I muſt needs enjoy the ſame, being in him, and one with 
him; his member, his bride. and very child. If it is poſſible for thee 
to hate him, then thoucanſt hate me allo; but this can never be; fince fin, 


| which only deſerves to be hated, is perfectly, and eternally put away. 


= S's 
7 c 
1 


sus, we bleſs thy Father's name; What heavenly bleſſings from his throne 
Thy God and ours ate both the ſame : Flow down to ſinners thro' his Son? 
| F 3 
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688) 


0 N that day ſhall the prieſt make an atonement for you to cleanſe you, that 

ye may be clean from all your fins before the Log D. It fhall be a ſabbath | 
of reſt unto you, and ye ſhall aſflicl your fouls by a ſtatute for ever. The life | 
of the fleſh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar, to make 
an atonement for your fouls, for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for 
the foul, LEV. xvi. 30, 51. chap, xvii, 11. 4 


Oos great day of atonement is that on which CR IST ſhed his blood for us on the 15 


croſs, and thereby made atonement for us. 


Now if it was neceſſary for the Iſraelites to 


afflict their ſouls, and chaſtiſe their bodies on their great day of atonement, how much 
more ought we to pray for humility and repentance, as the evidence of our intereſt in the 


propitiation made by CHRIST JEsus? And as they abſtained from all labour on that 
day, when the high prieſt alone was employed, ſo ſhould we abſtain from all our ſinful | 
works, and j articularly from all ſelf-ſufficiency of righteouſneſs; and ſeek our falvation | 
only in the meritorions blood of atonement ſhed by our high Prieſt ; for the life of out 
O my Redeemer, may I, with an afflited ſoul, ever 
ſeele my atonement, life and ſalvation in thy blood and death; and may I lie down ard 
riſe up, in full confidence that I am pardoned through thy blood. 4 


ſouls is in the blood of Irsus. 


Father, Gop, who ſeeſt in me 
Only ſin and miſery, 

See thine on anointed One, 
Look on thy beloved Son ! 


To that bloody ſacrifice, 


Turn from me thy glorious eyes, 


n * py 
* 2.x. £0 


-. a r — — 


To that full atonement made, 
To that utmoſt ranſom paid. 
Hear his blood's prevailing cry ; 
Let thy bowels then reply ; 
Then through him the ſinner ſee; 
Then in Jesvs look on me. 
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T7 it of the T.08D's mercies that we are not conſumed, beeauſe his compaſſions 

fail not: They are new every Morning; great is thy faithfulneſs. For the 
Lox D will not caft off for ever. But though he cauſe grief, yet will he have 
compaſſion, according to the multitude of his mercies : For he does not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men, LAM, iii. 22, 31, 32, 33. Now no 
chaſtening for the preſent ſcemeth to be joyous, &c. HEB. xii. 11. 

Troven our fins be forgiven, chaſtiſement may be inflicted upon 
us nevertheleſs; but it proceeds from affection, and not from anger. 
2 Theſe by our weakneſſes are laid open to us and leſſened. Foraſmuch 
„as we feel our infirmities and are deſirous of help, our hearts are 
empty veſſels which Caz1sr is willing to fill up with his grace, And 
though thy wants were never fo great and particular, be not diſcou- 
Y raged, but rather ſay, © O Loxp, here I bring thee a very large veſſel, 
which to fill it up, very much grace and power will be required; 
"FR © but thy love and faithfulneſs have engaged to ſupply even our 
6 greateſt wants,” 


Lonp, if thy ſaints deſerve rebuke, Thy ſcourges make thy children wiſe, 
Thou haſt a gentle rod; When they tþrget thy law, 

Thy providences and thy book But Gop will ne'er caſt off his ſaints, 
Shall make them know their God. Nor his own promiſe break ; 

Bleſt is the man thy hands chaſtiſe, Hie pardons his inheritance 
And to his duty draw ; | For their Redeemer's ſake, 


11 MAR CH. ( 98) 


*; E love of CuniT conftraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one dl 
for all, £ were all dead; and that he died for all, that they who live 
Frould not hens forth live unto themſelves, but unto kim who died for them and 


roſe again, 2 COR. v. 14, 13. 


> 


Ir the love and power of Cartsr ſhall conſtrain us, we muſt needs {* 
be always meditating and relying on him and his death. This will! 
cut off all workings of our own, and make room ſor Cxyr13T to work 4 
every thing in us and through us. O Lox p, may thy love on the croß 
fire my frozen heart alſo; that I may now begin to love and to praiſe 


thee purely and fervently, and to offer my whole life up to thee as ol 
an entire ſacrifice of love, | 


k K 
— 
* * 


Raiſe your triumphant ſongs Now finners dry your tears, 
To an immortal tune; Let hopeleſs ſorrows ceaſe z 

Let the wide earth reſound the deeds Bow to the ſcepter of his love, 
Celeſtial grace has done, And take the offer'd peace. 

Sing how eternal love Lon, we obey thy call; 
Its chief Beloved choſe; We lay a humble claim 

And bid him raiſe our wretched race To the ſalvation thou haſt brought, 
From their abyſs of wozs, | And love and praiſe thy name, 
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greater acts of charity. 


thing our Own. 


O let thy love our hearts conſtrain! 
Jesvs the crucity'd, 

What haſt thou dune our hearts to gain! 
Languiſh'd, and gron'd, and dy'd ! 


Who would not now purſue the way 
Where Ins vs footſteps ſhine ? 


9 
UT the greateſt of theſe is charity, Love, 1 CoR. xiii. 19, Therefore 
let all your things be done with love, chap. xvi. 14. In caſe they ſhall 
be done in Goo, who is love, they ſhall follow us, and be rewarded 
eternally, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another, Rox. xin. 8. 


Tux debt of love can never be diſcharged by alms-giving, or 
Having done all theſe, we ſtill owe ourſelves 
and our whole ſubſtance to Gov, to offer it up to his ſervice, whenever 
he ſhould be pleaſed to require it of our hands; for we can call no. 
Whatever we reſerve as our own againſt his will 
is laid up as a great treaſure of trouble and vexation, which gives 
much more uneaſineſs than comfort to our minds, = 


Who would not own the pleafit g ſway 
Of charity divine ? 


Love is the grace that keeps her po v'c 
In all the reams above z 
There Faith and Hope are known no more, 


But ſaints for ever love. 
F 4 
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51 N is a reproach te any people, Prov. xiv. 34s 


Bx not deceived therefore with falſe notions of faith. Where there i 
is true faith, no fin has dominion. A man having no feeling of the 
deſperate wickedneſs of his heart, may imagine he has faith enough; 
but being once convinced of that, he ſoon perceives that it is the hardeſt 
thing in the world to believe. It requires the ſame power by which 
CHRIST was raiſed from the dead. St Paul moſt emphatically deſcribes 
it with ſix remarkable words, Er H. i. 19, 20. How then can any man 
think it an eaſy matter to believe? O the dreadful blindneſs and ſecu- 
rity which all the world runs into! may the Loxy open their eyes! 


—_ 
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Lon d, how ſecure my conſcience was, | Tm like a helpleſs captive, fold 4 
And felt no inward dread! Under the pow'r of ſin; ry 

IJ was alive without the law, I cannot do the good I would, % 1 
And thought my ſins were dead, Nor keep my conſcience clean. . 

My hopes of heav'n were firm and bright; My Gop! I cry with ev'ry breath 1 
But fince the precept came For ſome kind pow'r to ſave, "i 

With a convincing _ r and light, To break the yoke of fn and death, 4 
I find how vile I | And thus redeem the ſlave; ; 


8. 8 
HE time is ſhort, 1 Cor. vii. 29. Thetefote redeem the time, Ern 
v. 16. For we have here no continuing city, but we feek one to com, 
Hes. xiii. 14. 
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A CuRlISsTIAN ſhould be only covetous of time, always endeavour- 
ing to lay up ſomething for eternity; but not greedy of money, or 
or given to other luſts. It grieves him rather, when he feels ſome- 
thing of this againſt his will. He is content to have little of temporal 
things, and even to ſuffer loſſes in theſe, if he can but gain ſomething 
for the life to come. This he chiefly aims at in his trade and con- 
verſation, looking upon himſelf in this world only as a traveller in an} 


3 — * — — "wy „ 
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inn. 

Why ſhould this earth delight us ſo ? Nature ſhall be difſoly'd and die, 

Why ſhould we fix our eyes The ſun muſt end his race ; 

On theſe low grounds where ſorrows grow, | The earth and ſea for ever fly 

And ev'ry pleaſure dies? Before my Saviour's f:ce, 

While time his ſharpeſt teeth prepares When will hat glorious morning riſe ? 
Our comforts to devour, When the laſt trumpet ſound, 
There is a land above the ſtars, | And call the nations to the ſkies 


And joys above his pow'r, From underneath tlic ground ? 


; 16 MARC H. 1 
1 X blen that are ftrong, ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and trot 
to pleaſe onrſelves, Rom. xv. 1. Conſidering thyſelf, left thou alſo be 
tempted, GAL. v. 1. Who art thou, that judgeſs another man's ſeroant ? 
DU. Rom. xiv. 4» ; 
z Ol ExTRAORDINARY quickenings and ſtrengthenings being often followed by particular 


me- temptations, conflicts and ſufferings, require a particular watchfulneſs, if we would be 
1 earneſt not to provoke the Loxd to viſit us with ſore puniſhments for our careleſineſs. 


Ora 
ing Fear therefore, rejoice with trembling, and ſecure thyſelf from falling, by tempering thy 
on joy with true humility and gentleneſs towards the faults of others, Be never ſo highs 


minded, O man ! at the miſcarriage of others, as to think thou wouldſt not do ſo, ſhould 
| (ll * it happen to be thy caſe; for if Cor does not hold thee up himſelf, thou wilt ſurely 
make greater miſtakes, Therefore thou hadſt better not look upon others, but upon 
= thyſelf; and, for fear of falling, be continually watchful in prayer, A great many would 
not have fallen ſo deep, had they been truly humble and more charftable in judging of 
XZ others, He who exalteth himfelf above others, and does not bear with the weak, is 


| ſometimes humbled and debaſed under the very weakeſt of all. Dear therefore, fince 
> IH Gop bears with thee ; And he that bears moſt with others, ſhews the greateft firength, 


Jesv, Lonpy, we look to thee ; Make us of one heart and mind, 
Let us in thy Name agree; Courteous, pitiful and kind, 
Each to each unite, endear, Lowly, meek in thought and word, 


Come, and ſpread thy banner here, Altogether like our Lord, 


MARC H. 1 


8 OU art my rock and my fortreſs; therefore for thy name's ſake lead mi 

guide me, PSALM xxxi. 4. hey Jhall come with weeping, and with 3 
Prat nm will I lead them I will cauſe them to walk by the rivers of waters 
in a ſtraight way, wherein they ſhall not ſtumble ; for 1am a Father to 1ſracl, 


Jr R. xxxi. . 


. 1 Hz that comes in this manner, will certainly be led of Gop. Now, O Lozy, I am 1 
1 blind, and heartily deſire alſo to be directed by thee alone in all my ways and ſteps, in- 
1 great and little things. Suffer me never to follow my own ſpirit and natural incli nations, 
whatever good appearance they may have. Be pleaſed to croſs them continually, when— 
ever they are contrary to thy will; often have I been deceived by falſe appearances 
already; my zeal has not always been according to knowledge ; I have put natural paſ- 
fion in the place thereof, and thought I was contending for the faith once delivered to the 
faints, and have afterw ards found it no better than the effect of a party ſpirit, Be then a 

father to me, O Loa p, and inſtruct thy waiting child in all neceſſary truths, and lead me 
in all thy righteous ways. 4 


Thou art my portion, O my Gov; No I am thine, for ever thine; 
Soon as I know thy way, O fave thy ſervant, Lozp; 
My heart makes haſte t obey thy word, | Thou art my ſhield, my hiding- place; 
And ſuffers no delay. My hape is in thy word. 
Ir _ I wander from thy path, Thou haſt inclin'd this heart of mine 
I think upon my ways, Thy ſtatutes to fulfil ; 
Then turn my feet to thy commands, And thus till mortal life ſhall end, 


And truſt thy pard' ning grace, | Would I perform thy will, 


: firength, that he mgy make peace with me, and he ſhall make peace with me, 


not look and depend upon any thing in ourſelves, ſince all is but im- 
perfect, and ever will be ſo. We are to truſt only in the Lamb of 
God, which takes away the fin of the world, to feed our fouls conti- 
nually in this goſpel of peace, and be ever watchful, faithful, quiet 


and humble: for we never loſe any thing of our peace, except it is 


; | ſtolen by ſome pride, or other unguarded affettions. 
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TH 0 U wilt keep him in perſect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, becauje 

he trufteth in thee. Trufl ye in the Log for ever : for in the Loꝝ v Jx- 
HOVAH is everlaſting ſtrength, ISA1, xxvi. 3, 4. Let him take hold of my 


chap. xxvli. 5. 


To enjoy an undiſturbed peace, great care is to be taken that we do 


Hence from my ſoul, ſad thoughts be gone, O, what immortal joys I felt, 
And leave me to my joys ; And raptures all divine, 

My tongue ſhall triumph in my Cop, When Jz$vs told me I was Hig, 
And make a joyful noiſe, And my Beloved mine, 

Darkneſs and doubts had veil'd my mind, In vain the tempter frights my ſoul, 
And drown'd my head in tears, And breaks my peace in vain 

Till ſov'reign grace with ſhining rays One glimpſe, dear Saviour, of thy face, 
Diſpell'd my gloomy fears. | Revives my joys again. 


Here at thy croſs, my dying Gon, 
I lay my foul beneath thy love, 
Beneath the droppings of thy blood, 
Its vs, nor ſhall it e'er remove. 


Should worlds conſpire to drive me thence, 
Moveleſs and firm this heart ſhovld lie; 
Refſoly'd (for that's my laſt defence) 

Tf 1 muſt periſh, there to die. 


r his firiges we are healed, I5a1an iii. 5, 


O w1cuty Saviour, preſerve me, the weakeſt of all thy members, 
in the invincible fortreſs of thy wounds, till J am perfectly Whole, 
and fitted to live with thee eternally. | 
ſong: I am in Crit and his wounds,” Iam nothing; He is my 
all. In myſelf I am unclean, yea abominably filthy; but in Him all] 
is covered, and made acceptable and lovely like himſelf, Therefore 
his croſs is my only glory and reſting-place. | 


And my beſt honours to his Name, 


It ſhall be ever my favourite # 


But ſpeak, my Lex vp, and calm my fear; 
Am I not ſafe beneath thy ſhade ? 1 
Thy vengeance will not ſtrike me here, 
Nor Satan dares my ſoul invade. | 


Yes, I'm ſecure beneath thy blood, 
And all my foes ſhall loſe their aim ; 
Hoſanna to my dying Gop ! 
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HOU fhalt have no inheritance in their land, neither ſhalt thou have any 
part among them. I am thy part and thine mheritance, N uu. 


viii. 20. 


1 
1 
ers, "4 
ole, F Who has and loves the Loxp Jesvs, finds unſpeakably more de- 


rite | ight, honour, and riches in him, than in all other things. Then all 
my s willingly denied for his ſake, and this denial ſprings from faith. 
all Now, O Lord! thou art my all alſo, and to draw near to thee is my 
ore greateſt happineſs. This ſhall be my treaſure and portion, that thou 


Doveſt me, and I deſire to love thee eternally and keep thy ſtatutes, 


= 
* 


4 


3 FX Beſet with fnares on ev'ry hand, | Then let the wildeſt ſtorms ariſe, 
Ina life's uncertain path I ſtand : Let tempeſts mingle earth and ſcies; 
9 MF Saviour divine! diffuſe thy light, No fatal ſhipwreck ſhall I fear, 
Jo guide my doubtful footſteps right, But all my treaſure with me bear, 
Engage this roving treacherous heart, ] If thou, my Jzsvs, ſtill art nigh, 
Great God! to chooſe the better part Chearful I live, and chearful die; 
To ſcorn the trifles of a day, Secure, when mortal comforts flee, 
To find ten thouſand worlds in thee, 


For joys that none can take away. | 


MARC EH. $0 | 
MAKE haſte to helþ me, O Gon of my ſalvation, Ps AL. XXXV111.-2g. $4 1 


unto my foul, I am thy ſalvation, PSA l. xxxv. g. Divine anſwer; 
Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not diſmayed, for I am thy GOD: I will 
ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the r1ght hand 
of my righteouſneſs. For I the Lon thy Gop will hold thy right hand, and 
thou ſhalt rejoice in the Lok p, and ſhalt glory in the holy One of Hat, 
Is. xli. 10, 13, 16. 


N 


T+1s ſhews that believers are not always without fear, yet it is much 

ff better for them than preſumption. Many of the primitive Chriſtians 
1 preſented themſelves to martyrdom, but ſhrunk at the trial: other; 
. were afraid of falling away, and yet went undauntedly through the 
1 torments. This was the caſe with many of the Bohemian brethren, 5 
1 who frequently uſed to ſay, The torture ſhould be their breakfaſt 


t and the faggot-pile their dinner;” and yet fell away alſo, And off 


4 


God always puniſhes preſumption. A 
Go ſhall preſerve my ſoul from fear, My courage refts upon his word, | 
Or ſhield me when afraid ; That ſaints ſhall never fall. 
Ten thouſand angels muſt appear My higheft hopes ſhall not be vain; 
If he command their aid, My lips ſhall ſpreag his praiſe z 
I caft my burdens on the Lon p, While cruel and deceitful men 
The Long ſuſtains them all z | Scarce live out half their days, 
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EVERY man that firiveth for the maſtery is temperate in all things now 
they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but ue an incorruptible, 1 Cor. 
ix. 25, For, He that overcometh all inherit all things, Rx v. xxi. 7. 


To be only an almoſt chriſtian, is a very hurd thing: but to be a chriſtian altogether, 
makes all eaſy and pleaſant, And ſuch as deſire to have the whole Cyxr1sT, his whole 
falvation and all that is his, muſt needs give themſelves up to him, not only in part, but 
wholly, Wecording to that fundamental and moſt reaſonable rule; “ All for all.” And 
as far as we deny him any thing, we make ourſelves unhappy ; but the more we are re- 
ſigned to him, the more we are fit to enjoy him and his ng bleſſings, | 

Many would ſooner be perſuaded to follow CuR IST, if it was enough to ſerve him by 
halves, and reſerve ſome things to themſelves, But what could that profit them ? 
Car1sT will not be bargained with; and nothing more dangerous than the dividing our 
bearts between him and the world, or waiting from time to time for a more convenient 
ſeaſon to break through, Thus you may live many years, and be neither cold nor hot 3 
and ſo at laſt be ſpued out of the Lox D's mouth. Confider this well, O ye double- minded. 
lukewarm ſouls ! Chriſtianity requires great ſtriving and overcoming all things, even our 
moſt favourite and darling luſt, Rouſe therefore thy drouſy heart; ſpare thyſelf ao 
longer ; riſe above the trifles of this world ; fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold 
on eternal life, whereunto thou art called, 


Take away my darling fin ; Force me, Lon p, with all to part z 
Make me willing to be clean ; Tear all idols from my heart; 
Make me willing to receive | Let thy pow'r on me be ſhewa, 
What thy goodneſs waits to give, Take away the ou of tone, 
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A New command ment give I unto you, that ye love one another ; as ] have 
loved you, that ye alſo love one another, Jon x xiii. 34. 


Ali the commandments of Gop are commandments of love, tend. 
ing to our real good and great happineſs, far from being grievous to 
thoſe who have faith and love; the practice thereof is life and peace, 
The world may think it a grievous burden; but this is a great miſtake 
indeed. Sin is grievous. In hatred, envy, anger, revenge, pride, 
there is nothing but torment and ſlavery ; but in love there is a ſweet 
reſt and pleaſure. Thus a ſinner always puniſhes himſelf, and is 

robbed of great peace and bleſſing by tranſgreſſing the command- 
ments of Gor, | 


Saviovs, Jobk down with pitying eyee, | With cords of love th' old Adam bind, 


: Our 51 wills control; | And melt him into joy. 
Let corvial, k ind affect O riſe, N g | 
* 81 * ” 4 . A 57 1 
And "REL; ze the ſoul. Us into cloſeſt union draw, ; 


e A And in our inward parts 

Snbdne in us the carnal mird, Let kindneſs ſweetly write her law, 

Its enmity deſtroy, Let love command our hearts, 
LS 1 
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ONE thing is needful. And Mary has choſen that good part, which fhall 
never be taken away from her, LUKE'X. 42. 


W muſt not pretend to ſerve God with only going to church and doing other acts 
of outward. devotion : whilſt we are dead and cold, our religion is vain, Who firſt hy 
faith ſeeks grace from the words of CyrisT, like Mary, is ſerved by Cyr1sT ; and 
this conſtrains him to ſerver Him and his neighbour readily again. It is almoſt impoſſible 
for ſuch to go on in havghtineſs, envy, hatred and diſobedience, Grace and faith will re- 
fit it, and make them lowly, gentle, willing, obedient, active, without relying on any 
works of their own, | | | 

He that obtains Cyz1sT, the one thing needful, receives with him all the reſt, and 
has no more need to be troubled about many things; he being our all, we can always live 
happily 3 whereas the children of this world muſt always be cumbered and divided be- 
tweerſ'fears and hopes about their fate, In vanity we ſhall never find this good part; 
neither is. there any ſalvation in the works of the law. Faith alone takes hold of it. 
And whaever: withdraws his heatt and ſenſes from the noiſe and buſtle of this world, and 
quietly looks. for ſalvation in the wounds of CAI T, the bleſſed fountains of blood 
and water, will certainly find it his better part. 


The one thing needful, that good part, 
Which Mary choſe with all her heart, 
I would purſue with heart and mind, 


How 1 may have my fins forgiv'n ; 
And ſafe, and ſurely get to heav'n. 
Hidden in Cxs1$T the treaſure lies, 


And ſeek unweary'd till I find, That goodly pearl of fo great price; 
O Load my God, to thee I pray, No other way but Cxr18sT there is 
Teach me to know and find the way, To endleſs happineſs and bliſs, | 


G 3 


—_ 


- „ 
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DURGE me with hyfſoþ, and I fhall be clean; ' waſh me, and I ſhall be 
whiter tan fnow, Nl Ii. 7. t thy face vp my fins, and blot out 

all mine iniquities, ver. 2. Though your fims be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be a; 

whate as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool, ISA. 1. 18. 

I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud thy fins : 

return unto me, for I have redeemed thee, chap. xliv. 22. 1 


We muſt not keep away from Cur1sT on account of our ſtum- 
blings and manifold faults, if we will not come under the law again: 
but by humbling ourſelves directly we are to crave pardon in his 
blood: by delaying this, our caſe will be worſe. But the ſooner it is 
done, the ſooner we ſhall be forgiven, The Lox Þ not imputing 
thoſe fins to us which are ſincerely repented of, our foul returns to 
its reſt again. And inſtead of falling into carnal ſecurity (as ſome may 
think) it will rather ſtrengthen our faith, and make us more conh- 
dent. Haſten, therefore, and come as ſoon and as well as thou canit. 
He will receive thee, if thou couldſt but creep. $6 


O Lon d, I fall before thy face; J=sus, my Cop, thy blood alone 

My only refuge is thy grace : Has pow'r ſufficient to atone; 

No bleeding beaſt, nor flood, nor ſea, Thy blood. can make me white 2s ſnow } 
Can waſh the diſmal ſtain away, No Jewiſh ty pes could cleanſe me fo, 
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1D? LIVER us from evil, Marr. vi. 13. Divine anſwer; Fear not, 
for I have redeemed thee ; I have called thee by thy name, thou art mine, 
When thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, 
they ſhall not overflow thee : When thou walkeft through the fire, thou ſhalt not 
be burnt ; neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee, Is A. xliii. 1, 2. CHRIST 
m. ls by his own blood once entered into the holy place; having obtained eternal 
in: vedemption for us, HEB. ix. 12. 


= 
= 
wb 


Tuis redemption is the ground that we are delivered daily, and at 
laſt ſhall be delivered from all evil. Who lothes and deteſts not only 
Sthe evil of puniſhment, but eſpecially the evil of fin itſelf, and fo 

earneſtly pants after the Redeemer, has faith already, and fin has loſt 
uf. Diss dominion. And though he may be tempted with it ſeverely, yet 
he is under the law no more; for the reigning power of fin being 
broke, the law has loſt its condemning power alſo, and we may be 
ſure of a continual, nay eternal redemption, We may often feel the 
evil, but be as often delivered from it alſo. | 


- ; YE 


* Thy ſolemn. vows are on me, Lon v ; Thou haft ſecur'd my ſoul from death, 
: Thou thalt receive my praiſe; O ſet thy pris'ner free ! 
In ing, “ How faithful is thy word! That heart and hand, and life and breath, 


„ How righteous all thy ways,” May be employ'd for thee, 


27 MARCH, ( 86 ) 6 
IIK up the gift of Gop which is in thee, 2 Tin. i. 6. Ps ATM Ixii, 8. 


2 Sau. vii. 18, 28. 
How can this be done? Anſwer; By looking as well upon thy 
own great poverty and wants, as upon the riches of grace, which is in | 
CnR1sT for thee, and fo drawing near to Gop, through him, in faith, 
But it is not enough to do this once ſor all, or now and then only. lt 
is to be thy daily work. One day's omiſſion may greatly hurt thy ſoul, 
Eſpecially the morning hours are very proper for this purpoſe. Theſe 
muſt directly be laid hold on to converſe with Gop in prayer, beſore 
K we meddle with any thing elſe in our buſineſs, though ever ſo need -· 
SE ful and important, for fear of being entangled and diſtracted perhaps 
{1 the whole day. And to gather the more ſtrength, draw as near to 
WE Cux1sr as poſſible, and even wreſtle with him, as if it was the 
= laſt time. Pour out thy whole heart before him; not giving over 
( 1 too ſoon; but be inſtant in thy ſupplications, at leaſt with continualſ 
inward gronings, till thy heart burns within thee, and thou feeleſt the 
quickening influence of his grace and Spirit. Then great care is to be 
taken to preſerve this bleſſing and — in a quiet and well- com 
poſed mind, examining thyſelf frequently, eſpecially at nights, hov 
the day has been ſpent. 
I'll lift my hands, I'll raiſe my voice, This work ſhall make my heart rejoice, 
While 1 have breath to pray or praiſe ; And ſpead the remnant of my days, 
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and error. Let it only be obſerved, that they were looking back to 


juſtification by it, and that the deſignu of this Epiſtle was to keep them 4 f 
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FOR every one that ufeth milk, is unſtilful in the word of righteouſneſs 3 
for he is a babe, HE B. v. 1g. | | 
Tur apoſtle, with ſome ſeverity of expreſſion, tells the Hebrews; 

or converted Jews, 'to whom he wrote, that inſtead of being capable 

of ſtrong meat, or attaining to the perfection of chriſtian doctrine, 

and being ſkilful in the word of righteouſneſs, they chole to continue 

babes 1n Laowicdee ; and, like children, had all their work to begin 

again, It is therefore a matter of the greateſt importance to know WM 

what that word of righteouſneſs is, in which they were unſkilful, not : 

having their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern between good and evil, truth 


the Law, and conſequently in denger of returning to the point of 
ſtedfaſt in the faith; and it will appear at once, that the righteoulneſs Ml 
which they were ignorant of, or ready to reject, is that of CuRtSsT li 
* who by one offering,“ the finiſhing act of his obedience, * hau 
* perfeted for ever them that are ſanct ified, Hep. x. 14. How | 
many at all times, who have the name and appearance of well-grown 
Chriſtians, are juſt ſuch babes as the Hebrews were ; and have the ſame 
need to be told that they are unſkilful in the word, reaſon, or ground 
of a juſtifying righteouſneſs, and exhorted to go on to perfection? 
G 4 


Wee F. 1. | 
FO R our goſpel came not unto you in word only, but alſo in power, 
1 THESS. i. 5. | 

By the Goſpel, the Son of Gon and divine truths are revealed to us, by the Spirit 
they are revealed in us. External revelation by the word, and internal by the Spirit, are : 
both neceſſary to ſalvation, Though Paul was feparated from his mother's womb to be 
called by the grace of Gop, yet he had not an inward revelation of Jxsus CAI T to 
his heart, till he heard the external word of Cys 15T with his ear, ſaying, ** Saul, Saul, 
« why perſecuteſt thou me?” Ac rs ix. 4. Hence learn to prize both the outward teſ. 
timony of the word, and the inward teſtimony of the Spirit. The Goſpel is a revelation Þ 
of Jxsvs Cunis r, without which we could never have known, nor underſtood, that 
our fins are atoned by the blood, our perſons juſtified by the righteouſneſs, and our ſouls 
everlaſtingly redeemed and faved by the work of CAIST. Is this knowiedge by this 
revelation all that is neceſſary to ſalvation ? Ns ; pc:tuns may attain a notion of theſe things | 
in the head, and underftand ſomewhat of them, and yet the heart be without precious 
faith in, and peculiar appropriation of Cyr Is T, deſtitute of the love of Cyr15T, and of 
any ſaving hope in him. Profeſſor, look well to it: many have ſaid, Lox pb, Lon d, and 
have heard CR IS T preached in the ſtreets, who little expected to meet with this rebuff 
from him, I know not whence ye ate; depart, ye workers of iniquity :** many heard 


the goſpel preached at Theſſalonica, but they alone were bleſſed, to whom it came“ with 
« power, and in the holy Ghoft, and in much aſſurance,” 


ower, TO reveal his Son in me, GAL. i. 16, 


{ From hence begins ſpiritual life, a life from Gop, in Gop, with 
Spirit M Gor, and to Gov. The chief glory of our ſouls is the revealing of 
t, ae CugisT in us. O for the reviving comfort of this, while we confider 
tobe Mit. To reveal CurisT in us, is to make ſuch a clear diſcovery of the 


T to matchleſs charms, and ineſtimable glory of his perſon to our ſouls, which 
Saul, ve never ſaw before: ſo that our hearts are enamoured with him; we 
teſ. chooſe him, love him, delight in him, and cleave to him in all his of- 
ation fices and characters. For by the eye of our foul we behold his glory, 
that the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, 
ſouls to us miſerable ſinners: hence he is the one beloved of our fouls. 
this] Without this revelation of Jzsus ChRISsr in us, alas! what is all ex- 
ing ternal profeſſion ? no more than mere talk, dry formality; and heavy 
cious drudgery. O my ſoul, O my dear friends, be not content to live with- 
xd of cout a conſtant revelation of CRRISTH to your ſouls. This makes the 
and conſcience peaceful, the heart happy, and the ſoul joyful. This in- 
butt MW ſpires love, ſubdues luſt, captivates the affections, makes the whole 


man happy in Gov, and creates heaven in the ſoul, If Cunisr is 
within in the heart, all will be right and well without in the life, If 
you believe in Cur1sT as revealed in the word, this bleſſed promiſe 
is for you; *I will manifeſt myſelf unto him,” Joun xiv, 21. 
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anſwer; Mine hour is not yet come, JOHN xi. 4. 


Here I offer myſelf, O Lox, to thy own diſpoſal, without excep-| 
tion, to work, to ſuffer, to live and to die, as thou thinkeſt fit. Receive 


me and my houſhold as thy property. Let us be uſed as inſtruments in 


12 enough 3 0 Lox, tale away my bife, 1 Kincs xix. 4. Diving ; 


thy hands, to be employed where, how, and to what purpoſe thou pleaſeſt.Þ 


1 do not defire to have any power over myſelf; I know it would be 
only to my great diſadvantage and vexation; whereas I can be caſy, 
and may firmly believe, that all will go well with me, and I ſhall at 
laſt be ſaved eternally, if I am entirely ſurrendered to thee by faith, 
Bebold thy waiting ſervant, Lon p, 
Deyoted to thy fear; 


Remember and confirm thy word, 
For all my hopes are there. 


Mine eyes for thy ſalvation fail, 
O bear thy ſervant up; 

Nor let the ſcoffing lips prevail, 

Who dare reproach my hope. 


Haſt thou not writ ſalvation down, 


And promis'd quick*ning grace? | Then let thy truth appear ; 
Doth not my heart addreſs thy throne ? Saints ſhall rejoice in my reward, 
And yet thy love delays, | And truſt as well as fear, 


Disfſt thou not raiſe my faith, O Logo ? 
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77s finiſhed, Torn xix. go. 


O load, ſuffer me not to be lulled into a falſe reſt till all be finiſhed. 
nts in But grant that by true faith I may always take up my abode and reſt- 
ing-place in thy wounds, and moſt perfect work on the croſs; fince L 
want nothing more than always to know myſelf juſtified in thes. In 


thee I am perfect already. 


I'll fing my Saviour's wondrous death; 
He conquer'd when he fell: 

% *Tis finiſh'd,”* ſaid his dying breath, 
And ſhook the gates of hell, 


« *Tis finiſh'd, our EMANUEI cries, 
The dreadful work is done ; 

Hence ſhall his ſov'reign throne ariſe, 
His kingdom is begun, 


97 


| "Twas for my fins my deareſt Loa? 


{ His croſs a ſure foundation laid 
| 


| 


| 


) 


Hung on the curſed tree, 
And gron'd away a dying life, 
For thee, my ſoul, for thee. 


For glory and renown, 
When thro? the regions of the dend 
He paſs'd to reach the crown. 


K II. ( 


by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world, GAL. vi. 14, 


A Txvs believer has nothing to glory i in, but CrrisT only, Even 4 


92) 
60 forbid, that I fhould glory, ſave in the croſs of our Lord ſxsvs ChRIst, 


in his very beſt performances he will be often deeply humbled, and 
cry out, Lox p, enter not into judgment.” And well he may; for the 
ground of our glory, comfort and falvation, is not in works, but in- 
Car1sr, and the free grace of Gop; who for his Son's ſake lays nothing 
to our charge, but richly and daily covers and pardons all our iniqui- 
ties. And thus we may always be preſerved in true reſt and ſolid peace; 
for the croſs of Cur1sr is a true, ſolid and immoveable foundation, 


When I ſurvey the wond'rous croſs, 
On which the Prince of glory dy'd, 
My richeſt gain I count but loſs, 
And pour contempt on all my pride, 


Forbid it, Log», that I ſhould boaſt, 

Save in the death of Cyg1sT my Gop; 
All the vain things that charm me moſt, 
1 ſacrifice them to his blood, 


1 


| 


His dying crimſon, like a robe, 
Spreads o'er his body on the tree; 
Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 


That were a preſent far too ſmall ; 


Love ſo amazing, ſo divine, 
Demands my ſoul, my life, my all, 


at), ſalvation will Gop appoint for walls and bulwarks, IsaIAh xxvi 2: 


and agonies. This Cunisr has done alieady, Sometimes we are 
T hindered to lay hold on his atonement by ſubtil pride and ſelf.righ- 
teouſneſs, and we had better directly to accuſe ourſelves and to confeſs 
our guilt; but at the ſame time to flee to the wounds of CHRIS, and 
to offer the ranſom of his blood for our treſpaſſes to an offended Gop. 
O Logo, grant that I may always look upon the debts of my fins as ac- 
tually paid and forgiven, and ſo always fight againſt and canquer them 


vy caith, 


3 APRIL, 
AND they fhall be unto you ities of refuge (theſe are the wounds of 


Cnr1sT:) from the avenger, Nux. xxxv. 12. There we have a ftror 


Therefore take heed of coming without the borders of this your city of refuge. 


Wrar is once done amiſs cannot be altered any more, neither can 
we nor ſhall we make ſatisfaction for it by particular degrees of grief 


Then will you hear my heartſtrings brez' ; 
How ſweet my minutes rol] 2? 

A mortal paleneis on my check, 
And glory in my foul, | 


Js us, the viſion of thy face 
Hath overpowering charms ! _ 

Scarce ſhall I feel death's cold embrace, 
If Cir1sT be in my arms. 


' 
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trees, ever crying out, O my leanneſs! my leanneſs!“ Even before 4 
the judgment-ſeat of CurrsT they know of no fruits, Marr. xxvÞ 


with their fruits, but only with Cu«1srT. 


which may laſt to all eternity. 


N 


7272 caufe them that come of Jacob to take root, Tfrael Bloſſom and 
* Tyr 72 the face of the 9 with fruit, Is A. — Ho ful 
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward, chap. xxxvii. 31. The 
ſhall bring forth fruit in old age : they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing, Psa1ſ 
xcii. 14, 15. Her leaf ſhall be green, and jhall not be careful in the year of 
drought, neither ſhall ceafe from yielding fruit, Ix R. xvii. 8, | 


Taur evangelical chriſtians look upon themſelves as the moſt barren 1 


99—39. The reaſon is, they are poor in Pare, and are not pleaſed 

Lok p, grant that I may 
defire earneſtly and fervently to bring forth more fruits; and 
that I may grow in fruitfulneſs as J grow in years; ſo as to be ever 
green, and never ceaſing from yielding fruits in my old age, fruits 


yu. pd AY GBs (| 


Lon d, tis a pleaſant thing to ſtand Time, that doth all things elſe impair, 
Still makes them flourith ſtrong and' fair, 
Laden with fruits of ,age, they ſhew, 
The LoxD is holy, juſt and true; 
None that attend his gates ſhall fi nid 
A Gop unfaithful or unkind. 


In gardens planted by thine hand; 
Ler me within thy courts be ſeen, 
Like a young cedar freſh and green. 


There grow thy ſaints in faith and love, 
leſt with thy influence from above; 
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HE breaker is come mY before them ; they have broken u , and have paſſed 
trough the gate : their King (as the Author and finiſher of fach 
all pays before? them, and the Lo xD on the head of them, Mic An ii. 13. Be 
good chear, I have overcome the world, ox xvi. 33. HEB. xii. 1, 2. 


= SOMETIMES the enemy ſeems to get an advantage over us, but the 
battle is not over yet. At laſt thou ſhalt have the victory, and carry 
che day for all that. In hard ſtruggles remember the power of Carisrt, 
ho in his reſurrection broke through every thing. With him thou 
„Lanſt alſo break through, and be more than conqueror. Yea, in every 
ſe conflict thou canſt be "ure of the victory beforchand ; for his victory 
is thy victory alſo. It is as impoſſible for thine enemies to keep thee 
always in bonds and ſubjection, as impoſſible it was that ChRISFH could 
pe kept in the grave by the ſtone, ſeal and keepers. Nay, the greater 
their force is, the more glorious will be the victory. 


Hoſanna to our-conqu'ring King! Hoſapna to our conqu' ring 1 
The prince of darkneſs flies; All hail incarnate Love ! | 
His troaps raſh headlong down to hell, {| Ten thouſand ſongs and glories wait 
Like hghtning from the ſkies, To crown thy head above. 
There bound in chains the lions rore; Thy vict'ries and thy deathleſs fame 
And fright the reſcu'd ſheep; Thro' the wide world ſhall run, 
But heavy bars confine their pow'r And everlaſting ages fing 
And malice to the deep, The triumphs thou haft won. 
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cn go ) "TY 
NUT unto you that fear my name fhall the fun of righteouſneſs ariſe uuf 
healing in his wings; and ye ſhall go pom pt Abe pe gt of tf 
tall, Mar. iv. 2. If thow-wouldeſt believe, thou ſhouldeſt fee the glory of Gon 
Joux xi. 40. Againſt hope he believed in hope, Rom. iv. 18. 4 
IE that pretends to ſee and comprehend every thing beforehanif 
with his own natural reaſon, ſhuts his eyes againſt the ſun of righteoul$ 
nefs, and can never learn to ſee rightly by faith. This is downright 
unbelief ; and unbelief is the ſource of all fins, though it is hardly , 
lieved. Hundreds being aſked, whether they are in faith, they will 
all anſwer in the affirmati ve, though there is not ſo much as the leaf 
beginning of it: ſince they are without the neceſſary hunger and tharl 
after righteouſncſs ; they want that broken heart to which the Lost 
has given the promiſe of faith alone; neither have they ever prayel 
for it earneſtly ; whereas Luther and all other faithful witneſſes ay, 
& We muſt needs firſt ardently pray to Gop for faith, elſe we ſhall 
& be faithleſs to all eternity.” But this done we may ſay, © Logo, IM 
& have long prayed, and am till praying for faith,” conſequently | 
am in the ſame, | | 1 
Our gnilty ſouls are drown'd in tears, 
Till Cnr 187.'s atoning blood appears ; 
Then we awake from deep diſtreſs, | 
And ſing, The Lon p our Righteouſneſs. 


: 


* "ore 
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Our very frame is mix'd with fin, 
Nis Spirit makes our natures clean 
Such virtues from his ſuff rings flow, 
At once to cleanſe and pardon too. 


Ar RII. 97 
n ET your moderation be known unto all men, Pall. iv. 5. For clarity, 
— that is love, edrfieth, 1 Cor. viii, 1. 

Ir thou rebukeſt others, and wouldeſt have them to be like thee, 
tou oughteſt to examine thyſelf firſt, whether it flows from a blind 
party-zeal, impatience, and ſelf- will, or from a true principle of love; 
Wand whether thou art alſo much in prayer for them, both before and 
after, Who lays the long-ſufferings of Gop truly to heart, and con- 
aders how gently he has treated him, and till treats him, like the 
weakeſt child, muſt needs be moderate alſo towards all men, and 
Ichink, „If no body would bear with others, ſurely I muſt.” LoxD l 


JORDES . . = a 
ayelf sive me the right ſpirit of meekneſs, to ſhew all lenity to my fellow- 
ö lay . chriſtians, 
ſhall | | 3 
* Watch o'er my lips, and guard them, Lon p, | Their gentle words, like ointment ſhed, 
1, 1 From ev'ry raſh and heedleſs werd; Shall never bruiſe, but chear my head. 
tly Nor let my feet incline to tread | | 
The guilty path where ſinners lead. When I behold ibem preſt with grief: 
2 I'll cry to heav'n for their relief; 
O may the righteous, when I tray, And by my warm petitions.prove 
„ How much I prize * faithful love. 


mite and reprove my wand' ring way ! 


$ APRIL, ( WW ) 
P UT thou my tears into thy bottle ; are they not in thy book ? PsALM vi. g. 


ing, bringing his ſheaves with hum, PSALM CXXVI. 5, 6. 


Ir thou canſt reap yet, and ſing the hymns of joy and triumph, re- 
member that this belongs more to the future, than to this preſent world, 
Here ſorrow and faith can be united. Thine enemies have not left 
and given thee over yet. There 1s no retreat from the field of battle 
before the hour of death. Let this be a check to thine impatient 
heart. But muſt thou be humbled under the ſenſe of thy miſery, ſo as 
to fight, grone 2 and weep very often: confider that this is the very ſeed 


in the bool; of the Loan. 


f 


Gop counts the ſorrows of his ſaints, | Make drops of ſacred ſorrow rife 
Their grones affect his ears; To rivers of delight. 
He has a book for their complaints, Let thoſe that ſow in ſadneſs wait 
A bottle for their tears, | Till the fair harveſt come; 
The Loxn can clear the darkeſt ſkies, They ſhall confeſs their ſheaves are great, 
Can give us day for night ; And ſhout the bleſſings home, 


Divine anſwer; They that ſoro in tears, ſhall reap in joy. He tat 
goes forth weeping, bearing. precious fe ed, ſhalt doubtleſs come again with rejoucs 


RO Ca 7 SE 


for eternity. Not a ſingle tear and grone will be loſt, They are all | 


9 APRIL. 99 


HE Lord hath heard my ſupplication, the Lox D will receive my prayer. 

The LokD alfo will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of trouble: 
And they that know thy name will put their truſt in thee ; for thou, Lox p, 
haſt not forſaken them that feek thee. For the needy ſhall not always be forgot- 


ten; the expectation of the poor ſhall not periſh for ever, PSALM vi. 10. 


PSALM ix. 10, 11, 19. 
Wuor vx would receive comfort from theſe words, muſt firſt be 


ſenſible of his poverty and miſery, and ſhew it by confeſſing his fins, 
and feeling nothing in himſelf but indigence and unworthineſs ; he 
mult come with all his poverty to the rich Saviour, and firſt aſk his 


4 forgiveneſs. The Loxo will ſupply all his wants, however great his 


poverty and miſery may be, and protect him, eſpecially in time of need, 
And he will not forſake or forget him; he may hope in him, and ho 
for the beſt from him; for a ſulpicious heart always apprehends the 


| worſt ; neither his hope, nor his prayer, nor even a hgh will be loſt. 


O my Gov, grant me faith, that I may ſay, the Loxp heareth my ſup- 
plication, the Loxp receiveth my reyes Praiſed be Gov, who hath 
not rejected my prayer, nor turned away his goodneſs from me, but is 


my protector, and my hope. 
God hears when duſt and aſhes ſpeak ; He ſaves us for his mercies ſake, 
He pities all our groans ; And heals our broken bones. 
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E A D us not into temptation, MATT. vi. 13. Divine anſwer; Gop 


L rs farthful, who will not fuffer you to be tempted above what ye are able, 


but will with the temptation al/s make a way to efcape, that ye may be able to 
bear it, 1 Cor, x. 13. PsALM lxvii. 2. 


* 


o Y 
1 
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q 
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2 


THz nearer to heaven, the higher the mountains, the deeper the 


valleys, and the ſharper the conflicts. 


only for the trial of our faith, Gow gives alſo more ſtrength, carrieth 
us through all, as he has done from the beginning, and ſuffers none to 
be aſhamed who truſt in him. Sometimes we may feem to be tempted 
above meaſure, and are afraid of being confounded ; but far from it, 
it is quite impoſſible we ſhould. Here thou haſt the plain words of 
the Lokp. Take hold on them, and wait his time; for ſince the 
world ſtands, none has been confounded in any thing who has waited 
for his promiſe; and ſurely he will not make thee the firſt inſtance 
of the failure of his word; by no. means, Pat. i. 10. ISI. liv. 10. 


* Rather ſhall the mountains depart, and the hills be removed, ſays 


the Lox, that hath mercy on thee.” 
Our Goo, how firm his promiſe ſtands, 
Ev'n when he hides his face! 
He truſts in our Redeemer's hands 
His glory and his grace, | 
Then why, my ſoul, theſe fad complaints, 
Since CHRIST and we ate one? | 


Thy Gow is faithful to his ſaints, 
Is faithful to his San. 

Beneath his ſmiles my heart has liv'd, 
And part of heav'n poſleſs'd ; 

O ! praiſe his name fox grace receiv d, 


e reſt, 


And truſt him for 


But be not diſcouraged! it is | 


11 APRIL. 55 


0 Satisfy us early with thy mercy, PSALM XC. 14. God's anſwer: Oten 

thy mouth wide, and I will fill it, PSALM Ixxxi. 10, For, my people 
fhall be fatisfied with my goodneſs, JER. xxxi. 14. The rider of Goo 1s full 
of water, Ps ALM Ixv. 9. With joy ſhall ye draw water out of the wells of 
falvation, IsA l. xii. 13. Tisis the fountain opened for fin and uncleannefs, 
Ack. Xl 1. 


O $our. ! keep cloſe to the goſpel ; there is the fulneſs here ſpoken of: food and rai. 
ment, and every thing in plenty, Let not the law hinder thee from eating, drinking, 
| rejoicing, and adorning thyfelf, Is a1. Iv. 1—3, to—12, The law, as one Juſtly ob- 
© ſerves, brings in a gieat bill, but nothing wherewith to diſcharge it. It ſets the ſoul a 
S warking, but ſo as to neglect the proper nouriſhment neceſſary for it, No wonder there. 
fore, that ſhe is deftitute of ſufficient ſtrength; that ſhe faints, and never comes to the 
right mark, There is no ſuch thing as making amends by the law: We muſt go directly 
to C4R1ST, and receive firſt the grace and ſtrength required, out of his fulneſs, by faith. 


þ 
gr & Mic 


Let ev'ry mortal ear attend, Dear God ! the treaſures of thy love 
And ev'ry heart rejoice ; Are everlaſting mines; | 
The trumpet of the goſpel ſounds Deep as our helpleſs miſcuies are, 
With an inviting voice, And boundleſs as our fins, 
+ Rivers of love and mercy here The happy gates of goſpel grace 
In a rich ocean jan; Stand open night and day ; 
Salvation in abundance flows, Lon d, we are come to ſeek ſupplies, 
Like floods of milk and wine. | 


And drive our wants away, 


* 


12 APRIL, (1 208 } 
EAR not, daughter of Zion, Jour xii. 13. But greatly rejoice and fhoat, 
O daughter of Feruſalem, behold thy king comes unto thee ; he is juſt and 
having ſalvation, Z. E CH. ix. 9. For the Lox p has taken away thy judgments, | 
he has caft out thine enemy : the king of Tfrael, even the Lon p, is in the midſt 
of thee : thou ſhalt not ſee evil any more, ZE H. iii. 13. Behold they Ra 
furely gather together, but not by me : whoſoever ſhall gather together againſt il 
thee ſhall fall for thy ſake, IS AI. liv. 13. Let them return unto thee, but re- 
turn not thou unto them, TER. XV. 19. 


How ſtrong ſoever thine inward enemies, thy corruptions may be 
be now, fear not and be not diſcouraged. So much the more, faith Þ 
faith, thy King is bound by his office, love and promiſe, to help and 
aſſiſt thee with ſtrength to overcome: and thus call even the hard- 
ſips of a chriſtian work together ſor his good in this world, accord - 
ing to the promiſe, and brighten his crown of glory in the vorld to Þ 
come. O Lox p, grant that I may be always faithful and reſolute Þ 
enough not to ſpend needleſsly too much time in one conflict, but 
directly putting on the armour of faith, I may ſoon conquer, preſs for- 
ward, and experience thee every hour as a mighty King and herring ? 


My Lonp, my Conqu'ror and my King, Great Prophet, let me bleſs thy name; 
Thy ſcepter and thy ſword I fing; By thee the joyful tidings came, . 
Thine is the vict'ry, and J ſit, | Of wrath appeas'd, of fins forgiv*n, 

A joyful ſubjeR at thy feet. Of hell ſubdu'd, and peace with heav'n, 


13 APRIL. ( 103 
THOU alt not be afraid of them, but ſhalt well remember what the Loxv 

thy Gop did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Eg ypt, Drur. vu. 18. Be ye 
not terrified becquſe of them, for ti. Lox p your GOD is he that goes with you, 
to fight for you againſt your enemies, to ſave you, Chap. XX. 3, 4. Htherts 
alt thou come, and no further; and here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtayed, 


* * 


Jos xxxvili. 11. 


Tus aſſaults of original ſin will ever return; and we muſt not be 
ſurpriſed, when one conflict is over, that another ariſes. This conteſt 
is unavoidable, for the enemy is within us. It makes us more careful 
and humble to know this, than if we believe that we had only to en- 
counter with ſin from without, and not from within: and if we defire 
to feel leſs evil in us than Gon ſuffers us to have; we may look to it, 
whether it proceeds not ſometimes from pride and impatience, that we 
wiſh to get rid of the trouble of ſtriving always againſt ſin ; whereas 
it ſhould be enough for us that Gop ſuffers it, lays it not to our charge, 
and carries us through all dangers, | 


Let the redeemed of the Lony He feeds and clothes us all the way; 
The wonders of his grace record; He guides our footſteps leſt we ſtray 3 
Ifrael, the nation whom he choſe, He guards us with a pow'rful hand, 
And reſcu'd from their mighty foes, And brings us to the heav'nly land. 


n4 . 


A APRIL. &. 


JF ERILY thou art a Gov that hideft ted, O Cop of Iſrael the Se- I 


viour, Is AI. xlv. 13. All the paths of the Lok D are mercy and truth, 


PSALM xxv. 10. The Lord of hoſts is wonderful in connſel, and excellent in] 


working, Is AI. xxviii. 29. | | | | 

Gop is wonderful in all his doings, his ways are paſt finding out; 
at the end we can ſee beſt what wile and gracious ſteps he took with 
us. Therefore when things take ſuch a wonderful turn that we are 
quite at our wits end, and do not know which way to go; we may 


believe the hand of the Lox is in it, and ſome good will come of it | 


at laſt, As we experience the name of Cxr1sT to be wonderful at 
ſuch times, we may well expect that he will ſhew himſelf to be our 
counſellor and mighty Gop alſo. At firſt every thing may ſeem to be 
againſt us, and go quite contrary ; but at laſt we ſee plainly, that it 
was highly needfil it ſhould go contrary to our corrupt nature, and 
that thus it went well. For though the ways of Gop are marvelous, 
yet they are glorious. | 


Great God, I wou'd not aſk to ſee Enough for me, if love divine 
What in futurity ſhall be At length thro' ev'ry cloud ſhall ſhinę. 

If light and bliſs attend my days, Yet this my ſoul defires to know, 

Then let my future hours be praiſe. Be this my only wiſh below ;_ ; 

Js darkneſs and diſtreſs my ſhare ? * That Cxz1sT is mine] this greatrequeſt, 


Then let me truſt thy guardian care; | Grant, baynteous Gop—and I am bleſt. 


2 
G 


4 
ed 


15 APRIL, Ml 44 


4 FE RILY Te hath borne our griefs and carried our ſorrows ; yet we did 
5 lem him ftricten, ſmitten of Bop, and aſficked. But he was wounded 


fo our tram ſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities : the chaſtiſement of our. 
peice was upon him, (as upon the Lamb of Gop that takes away the fins 
t; of the world) and with his ſtripes we are healed, Is AI. liii. 4, 5. © Thus. 
th BY Cinisr our paſſover is ſacrificed for us, 1 COR. v. 7. ; 

Dp a continual ſenſe of our miſery, we muſt have our eyes of 
+ | faith immoveably fixed upon CaurisT the Lamb of Gop, and believe 
at courſe ves to be ever juſtified and healed by his ſtripes continually” 
ir faying, This fin and this puniſhment is alſo” taken away. In Cunrsr 
Ian without fin, and need not fear the leaſt condemnation at all. This 


4 keeps us in peace, - O Lox» help us, for as yet we are but weak 
. ll bates, 
; How condeſcending and how kind Now we receive repeated feals 
Was God's eternal Son? | Of [xsvs* dying love: 
Ou: mis'ry reach'd his heav'nly mind, Hard is the wretch that never feels _. 
And pity brought him down. Ore ſoft affection move. 
Whea juftice, by our fins provok'd, _ O! let our hearts begin to melt, 
Drew forth its dreadful ſword ; | While we his death record; 
, He gave his foul up to the ftroke, And, with our joy for pardan'd guilt, 
Without a murm' ting word. j} Moura that we pierg'd the Logg. 


16 APRII. (106) * 
N Enember me, O my G op, for good, Nun. xiii. g1. Divine anſwg; 
Is . dear fon ? is he a pleaſant child? For ſince I ſpaſe aganf 

ham, I do earneſily remember him ſtill; therefore my bowels are troubled fa 
ham : I will ſurely have mercy upon him, Jes. xxxi. 29. A book of renen-þ 
brance was written before him, for them that feared the Lo xD, and that th 
upon his name, MAL. iii. 16, 17, 18. I know the thoughts which I la 
towards you, Ix R. xxix. 11. 


* 
% * . of 
> 1 it te er bros a. RS 


* 


As ſoon as I appear with my prayers before the Lok p, he wutes all 
my petitions upon his book of remembrance, Should I na pr 
much? Yes, O Lord; and though I have many things already upon 
thy book, yet will I give thee occaſion to write down more and note 
every hour. Thus nothing can be forgotten. All will be granted by 
him. Delays we muſt expect, but all ſhall be made up with fo muck 
larger gifts, in due time, though the beſt will be reſerved for a blis!uB 
X eternity. * ; | | 


Now let the Loxp my Saviour ſmile, I'd rather have it there impreſs'd, 
And ſhew my name upon his heart; Than in the bright records of fame, 

I would forget my pains awhile, When the vaft fire burns all things here, 

And in the pleaſure loſe the ſmart, 4 Thoſe letters ſhall ſecurely ſtand, 

My name is printed on his breaſt 3 4 And in the Lamb's fair book appear, 

His book of life contains my name z | 


| Writ by th' eternal Father's hand. 


17 APRIL. Gt... a | 
s make unto all people a 


Re AN D in this mountain ſhall the LoxD of hoft 
| feaſt of fat things, a of wines on the les, of fat things full of mar- 
ow, of wines on the lees ee ned, Is AI. xxv. 6. 1 4 


Arras imports plenty, harmony and joy. Many feaſts were ap- 
pointed under the law, in commemoration of various deliverances 

and mercies. The goſpel inſtitutes one great perpetual feſtival, in 
il conſequence of the one grand bleſſing, which comprehends all other 
mercies, Redemption by the blood of CuRIST.“ The table is always 
fpread, the company are always welcome, the ſeaſon is always plea- 
fant, and the joy is always new. Lorp, I once was feeding upon 
huſks, upon aſhes, upon the wind, and drinking down iniquity like 
water; but, O wonderful love, thou didſt invite and bring me to 
thine own feaſt. Thou feedeſt me with the bread of life, and cauſeſt 
me to drink of the wine of thy conſolation, May I never more have 


an appetite for the vanities of the world, 
*T was the ſame love that made the feaſt, 


That ſweetly forc'd us in ; 
Elſe we had till refus'd to taſte, 


And periſh'd in out lin, 


Why was I made to hear thy voice, 
Add enter while there's room; 
When thouſands make a wretched choice, 


a rather ſtarve than come? 


1 
ſtrength in Curisr; and afterwards keep cloſely and ſtedfaſtly to him 1 


again. 
O could we call to mind the grace, Before thou doſt in vengernce come, 
The gloriors grace from which we fell; Our candleftick far off remove, 
Live o'er again the ancient days, And fix th' unalterable doom, 
And do the works thou lov'ſt fo well! O let us weep, believe, and love. 
O that we might thro' thee repent, Call on us, by thy Spirit call; 

And timely turn 10 thee and live! Vet once again our church reſtore z 
So ſhould thy grace our doom prevent, Shew. us. thy. grace is over all, 


PRI I. (168) 
| FR Emember from whence thou art fallen, Rev. ii. 5. 


Wurx ve have ſtumbled, it chiefly procceded from unbelic';l 
therefore inſtead of diſputing long with ourſelves, we muſt ſtir up ou 
hearts ſo much the more to faith; and beſore we go on, ſeek fir, 
with an humble ſenſe. of our guilt and weakneſs, new pardon and 


alſo by faith, like a weak child, to draw from him alone all neceſlayM 
virtues evermore. Thus we ſhall be preſerved by him from falling 


* 4 * 


F hou wgulaſt abundantly forgive. Aud lift us up to fall no morg, 


0 APRIL. | 
SCAPE for thy life, and look not behind thee, Gen. xix. 17. Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life, Ru v. 


| Ny * I O. 


: Wurd there is a fire, people in general run to extinguiſh it, and to 


109 ) 


ave what they can: O that we would all run fo, to ſave our fouls and 


Die fouls of others from hell-fire, and to obtain the crown of glory! 
Lon p, give us more zeal and watchfulneſs, and ſuffer us not to ſtand 


5 ill and draw inſenſibly back to perdition ; but let our whole life be 


continual preparation to meet our bleſſed bridegroom. Amen and 


Amen. 


Fbe fulneſs of eternal bl! ſa 
We. ſhall from thee receive above, 
This the reward of conqueſts, this 
The crown of all victorious love, 


Conqu'ror of ſin, and hell, and death, 
As thou the dreadful fight haſt won, 
And weareſt now th* immortal wreath, | 


And ſitteſt on thy Father's throne, 


| 


So ſhalt thou grant to all that fight, 
And conquer in thy mighty name, 
To claim the kingdom as their right, 


Their ſuff *cings and their crown the ſame, 


Who bore thy croſs ſhall wear thy chown, 
Shall triumph in tay victory; 

Ard in thy glorious throne fit down, 
And reign ia endleſs. bliſs with thee. - 


20 APRIL, 10 | 
M Y fon, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes objeroe my ways, Px ov 


XX111, 26, 


By giving the whole, that is, thy heart to the Lord Jesvs, not only 
every part of thy duty will be facilitated, but whatever thou doſt to 
his glory, great or ſmall, will be equally acceptable to him. There. 
fore the language of a believer is, My LoxD and my GOD; Ian 
% my beloved's, and my beloved is mine; and his deſire is toward; 
% me, CAN r. vi. g. and vii. 10. Thou being mine, what can 1 
want? I being thine, how can I deny thee any thing? 


My worthleſs heart to gain, | I ſink, by dying love compell'd, 
The Gov of all chat breathe And own thee conqueror. 
Was found in faſhion as a man, 
And 27 4 a curſed death, Come and poſſeſs me whole, 
Nor hence again remove 
And can I yet delay | Settle, and fix my wav'ring ſoul 
My little all to give, 9 4: With all thy weight of love. 
To tear my ſoul from earth aways [=> 
For Jus vos to receive. My life, my portion thou, 
ig b- Thou all- ſufficient art; 
Nay, but I yield, 1 yield! My hope, my heav'nly treaſure, now 


I can hold out ao more, | Enter, and keep my heart. 


1, 


APRIL, 11 
F we believe not, yet he abideth faithful ; he cannot deny nmfelf, 2 Ta. ii, 
F 13. Isa I. I. 7, 10. chap. xlii. g. Rom. x. 13. Blefſed are they who 
Bo hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled, Marr. v. 6. 


WrozveR has ſuch a hungering and thirſting heart, deſiring grace 
above all things, calling apon the name of the Loxp, and depending 
only upon Cus isr, has a juſtifying faith already, and is in a ſtate of 
rd; {MWalvation, though as yet he has not the full aſſurance of it. This is a 
1 ruit of the former, but is not always enjoyed ſo ſoon, nor conſtantly, . 

(Wt leaſt not without hard conflicts. 


21 


rsu, if ill the ſame thou art, | See, the poor fainting finner, ſee, 
If all thy promiſes ate ſure, I And fatisfy with endleſs peace, 
Set up thy kingd6&m in my heart, And fill me with thy righteouſneſs. 
And make me rich, for I am. poor, | 
To me be all thy treaſures given, Lox, I believe the promiſe ſore, 
The kingdom of an inward heav'n, | And truſt thou wilt not long delay ; 
l Hungry, and ſorrowful, and poor, 
Where is the bleſſedneſs beſtow'd ? Upon thy word mvſelf I ſtay ; 
all reſign, 


On all that hunger after thee ? Into thine hands my 
1 bunger now, 1 thirſt for Gov ! | And wait till all thou art is mine. 


* b 119 488 

0 D, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, eug 
' when we were dead in ſins, has quickened us together with C11 8 1.5 7, (yl 
grace ye are ſaved :) and has raiſed us up together, and made us fit togithy 
n heavenly places in Cux IST JEsUs, Er R. ii. 4 b. 5 
Cns ist being our head, we, who are his members, ate together WI 
him dead, buried, raiſed up, and ſeated in heavenly places; for ht; 
the new Adam, and has done all theſe things as our repreſentative, if 
our ſtead, and for our good. Thus have I ſuffered in thee, O'my glo- 
rious head, for all my fins already; I am diſcharged, I have no pw. 
niſhment to fear any more reſpecting the guilt.and. curſe of ſin. Tho 
haſt fully anſwered the charge agairiſt me, ſatisfied the infinite juſtice 
of Gop for me; and it is impoſſible with his equity and love to rt! 
uire a double payment of my debts. 1 I die no more, 
ince thou canſt die no more; nay, I live already, and have. my place 
with thee eternally in heaven, ſince the head cannot nor will never 
part, even with the weakeſt of his members, but influence and draw 
them after him wherever he goes. | 1 00 | * 2 
O Lon p, we praiſe thee for thy Son, And by ore man's obedience nos 
Who join'd our nature to his own 3 | Are all his ſeed made righteous too. 


Adam the ſecond, from the duſt Where fin. did reign and death abound, 
Raiſt s the ruins of the firſt. | There have the fons of Adam found 


- # 


By the rebellion of one man | Abounding life; there glorious grace 
Thro' all his feed the miſchief ran; Reigas thro' the Lox b our righteouſneſs, 


23 APRIL. a 
0 D has made him to be fin for us who knew no fin, that we maght be made 
the 787 of Gov in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. But to him that worketh 
of, but believet /i on ham that juftifies the ungodly, his faith is counted for ragh- 
beo / nes, Rom. iv. GL « | 

Tux 3x are very ſweet and precious words to thoſe who look upon their own beſt vir- 
ies and performances by nature as finful, and upon their beſt condition by grace, as ex- 
eiemely weak and imperfect. How comfortable a thing is the juſtification of the ungodly 
by faith, when the ſoul is firſt ſtript quite naked before Gop, and thoroughly convinced 
ef Her witkedneſs and weakneſs. This a mere moral and legal man does not meddle with. 
He pretends to make amends for his former fins, by altering his courſe, and doing better 
'orks : but this is not making amends at all, ſince we are but unprofitable ſervants, and 
vant continually forgiveneſs of ſin, even when we have done all, We never have any. 
reaſon to juſtify ourſelves before God, though we ſhould do ever ſo well, and ſuffer ever 
ſo innocently in regard to men. For from it there is but one way to be Juſtified, and to 
obtain and preſet ve the bleſſing of a good conſcience, which is, by humbling and confeſſing 
purſelyes guilty, and looking only for forgiveneſs and righteouſneſs in Cnx1s8T, Thus we 
ce made by him the righteouſneſs of God itſelf, May the Lon p put us all in this way. 


No more, my God, I boaſt no mote O may my foul be found in him, 

Of all the duties I hgye done; | And of his righteouſneſs partake, 

I quit the hopes I held before, The beft obedience of my hands 

To truſt the merits of thy Son, Dares not appear before thy throne; 
Yes, I muſt and will efteem me But faith can anſwer thy demands, 


All things hut loſs for Js vs? ſake: | By pleading what my Lox» has dong. 


— —- 


24 APRIL, 1 ws  - 9 
20 D has exalted CHRIST JIEsus with his right hand, to be «fre a 
in 


*%" @ Saviour, to give repentance unto 1frael, and forgweneſs of fins, Act 
. hee? | 2159; 


Taixx not, what reaſon have I to repent? I am no murderer or 
robber; for thou art both. By thy fins thou haſt murdered the Son 
of God, and by thy pride robbed Gop of his own : therefore, if thy 
old heart is not changed yet into a new one, and thou feeleſt ſome 
uneaſineſs bn account of thine eternal ſalvation, great care is to be 
taken not to miſtake it for temptations of the devif; but believe me, 
that it is the work of Carrsr who awakens thee, offers thee repent: 
ance, and will make thee quite another man, * He ſtands: at the 
door and knocks; and if any man will hear his voice, and open 
„door, he will come in to him, and ſup with him,” Rev. iii. 20. 


Now Cnn15T will ev'ry want ſupply, l There ſhall his ſacred Spirit dwell, 
And fill our hearts with peace; And deep engrave his law, 

He gives by cov*nant and by oath And ev'ty motion of our ſouls 
The riches of his grace, | To ſwift obedience draw. 

Our heart, that flinty ſtubborn thing, Thus will he pour ſalvation down, 
That terrors cannot move, And we ſhall render praiſez - 

That fears no threat*nings of his wrath, We the dear people of his love 
Shall be diſſoly'd by love. And he our Gop of grace, © 


; 


— 


2s APRIL. 456 


20 D is not a Gos of confuſton, 1 Cox. xiv. 33. He has made every 
thing beautiful in its ſeaſon. Alſo he has ſet the world in their heart, jo 
hat no man can find out the work that Gop ** from the beginning to the 


nd, ECCLES. 1 111. 11. 


and 


CTy 


or 

on O Load, I am Eke a little child, nowing 2 the beginning or 

thy Wd of my ways ; but thou being my cgunſellor, I think it my only 

* viſdom to be adviſed and ruled by thee, O ſhew me then always thy 
way in all things, even in the leaſt; that I may never miſs to do thy 


me, 
nt. work in due ſeaſon and due order, Make me fuch'a faithful ſteward, 
the {Was not to go one inch from thy will; but on all Seen, to act and 


en ¶ ſuffer according to thy good pleaſure. 
Whether, O whether ſhould I fly, Which fhall i leave, and which purſue ? 
But to my loving Saviour's breaſt ! Thou only my adv-ſcr be; 
Secure within thy arms to lie, j My Gor, I know not what to do, 
And ſafe beneath thy wings to reſt. | But O! mine eyes are fix'd on the. 
I bave no might t' oppoſe the foe ; { Fooliſh, and impotent, and blind, 
But everlaſting ſtrength is thine : Lead me a way I have not known ; 
Shew me the way that I ſhould go, Bring me where I my heav'n may fin}, 


Shew me the path I ſhould decline, | The heay'n of loving thee alone. 
| 1 2 


weakeſt, | 
Why ſhould the children of a King Aſſure my conſcience of her part 
Go mourning all their days ? In the Redeemer's blood; 
Great Comforter deſeend, and bring And bear thy witneſs with my heart, 
Some tokens of thy grace, That 1 am boin of Goo, 
Doſt thou not dwell in all the ſain's, Thou art the earneſt of his love, 
And ſeal” the heirs of heav'n ? | The pledge of joy to come; 
When wilt thou baniſh my complaints, And thy ſoft wings, celeſtial Dove, 


26 APRIL, C KD 7} 


1 W he who e us with you in Cu RIS, and has anointed ts, þ 


Gop ; who has alſo fealed us, and given us the earneſt of the Spirit in ai 
hearts, 2 Con. L $1, Een. il 4. 


A skxsInIE joy of faith, and great delight in prayer, are not the 
only evidences of this earneſt ang ſealing of the Spirit; theſe ſome. 
times are wanting : but we may know alſo we are ſealed by theſe marks 
that we receive CuRIST in all his offices; that we have a ſincere de: 
fire to do only the will of Gop in all things; that we hate fin irre. 
concileably ; that we are humbled, convinced and led into all neceſ 
fary truths by the Spirit. Theſe are conſtant marks even for the 


And ſhew my fins forgiven ? | Will Gfe convey me home, 


27 APRIL. — 6 
6 D be merciful to me a ſinner, Luxx xviii. 13. Look upon my affliction 


and my pain, and forgive all my fins, Ps xxv. 18. Divine anſwer 
Lie Lon p is gracious and full of compaſſion, and of great mercy ; the Lox o 
T; good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works, Ps Al cxlv. 8, 9. 


Therefore, my fon, be of good chear ; thy fins are forgiven thee, MATT. ix. 2. 


Jusriricariox or remiſſion of {ins before the tribunal of Gop, and 
the comfortable aſſurance of it in the heart, do not always go together. 
Urne ſentence of pardon may be paſſed, and the ſenſe of it be wanting 
for a time, or conſiſt only in ſome feeble glimpſes now and then. The 
former 1s done all at once, in the molt perfe& manner ; the latter is 
given by degrees, as far as believers are able to receive it : Therefore 
a penitent foul muſt, converſe much with the goſpel, and pray conti- 
nually for more light, and a greater degree of faith and peace, 


O Gop of mercy, hear my call ; | Shall ſpeak aloud thy righteouſneſs, 
My load of guilt remove; And make thy praiſe my ſong. 

Break down this ſeparating wall, A ſoul oppreſt with fin's deſert 
That bars-me from my love, My Gop will ne'er deſpife; 

Cive me the preſence of thy grace; An humble grone, a broken heart, 
Then my rejoicing tongue | | Is out beſt ſacrifice, 


1 3 


the deſires of thine heart, and even more than thou deſireſt. 


28 APRIL. "11 
DEZ IG HT thyſelf in the Lox p, and he ſhall give thee the defires q 


thine heart, PSALM xxxvii. 4. 


Ir thou deſireſt to delight thyſelf only in the Lox p, and art more 50. 
kcitous for the increaſe of faith, love and holineſs, than temporal hay. 
pineſs; and wouldſt even loſe the latter, provided there was an addi. 
tion to the former; this comes not from nature, but is an infallible 
mark of grace and regeneration ; and the Lokp ſhall give thee alb 


Nothing can be more fooliſh, than to harbour one or more ſecre 
luſts in our hearts, after we have been once awakened. We muſt cer 
tainly ſuffer for it; our conſcience will check us for it; we canng 
enjoy it with half the 3 as before; our courſe is hindered, and 
our peace diſturbed. How much more prudent and profitable ther 
would it be, to forſake all and follow Ctr1sr ſtraight, who can onh 
ſatisfy the deſires of our heart! Conſider this, O my ſoul! act th 
wiſer part; let thy eye be ſingle; cleave to him alone, when others 
cleaving to the creatures, pretend to ſerve two maſters. Thus thou 
wilt be able to taſte the kiſſes of his mouth, and the cryſtal ſtream 
of his comfortable and heavenly love. 11 £ 


Dear Saviour, let thy beauties be And grace command my heart away 
My fou!'s eternal food; From all created good. 


HEAL me, O Lon, and I ſhall be heated, Ton. xvii, 1 14. Divine an- 


ſwer; J am the Lord that healeth thee, Ex0D. xv. 26. They that be 


whole need not a phyſician, but they that are fuck, MATT. ix. 12. I have 
- feen has ways, and well, heal them, Isa. 1x11. 18, chap. xlii. g. and Ixi. 1. 


He healed all that were fick, MATT. viii. 13—17. 


Tx1s was an emblem of his power and grace, to heal all ſpiritual diſeaſes of our ſouls, 
though ever ſo deſperate and dangerous. Therefore give thyſelf only up to his cure, he 
underflands thy diſtemper allo, and will certainly reſtore thee, He has healed a great 
many already, nay all thoſe who ever defred it, from all their infirmities, Thou canſt 
never be too miſerable and tad for him ; he is ever willing and able to help, The worſe 
thy caſe is, the more he will pity thee and have patience, Before we can be made whole, 
his way is to make us thoroughly ſenſible of our fickneſs, and to lay our wounds more and 
more open, But as the phyſician then is moſt wanted, we muff be the more earneſt to 
implore his help, and he will ſurely bind us up again and heal us; though perhaps not at 
once, but ſometimes ſlowly and wonderfully, yet thoroughly at laſt ; for he heals ALL, 
eren the moſt incurable diſeaſes, Ps ATM ciii. 3. 


Bind vp, O Lon p, and chear my ſoul Let not thy Spirit quite 1 
With thy forgiving love; Nor drive me from thy face; 

O make my broken ſpirit whole, Create agew my vicious heart, 
And bid my pains remove. And fil it with thy grace, 


10 


- " 120 
LCR D, thou knoweft that T love thee, Ioux xxl. 13. 


 Tais love is the fruit of the love of CHRISF, and conſequently can. 
not have place till this is ſhed abroad in our hearts, that we can con- 
fidently reſt upon it. As in ſtriking a circle, one point of the com- 
aſſes muſt be kept ſteady in the center, if the other ſhall go right; 
10 our faith muſt be immoveably fixed in CHRIST, in his righteouſneſß, 
grace and love, if the reciprocal love and ſanctification ſhall follow. 
But relying only on giſts of ſanctification yields no ſettled peace and 
aſlurance, and conſequently no ſtrength to walk ſteadily in love. 


Jes v, thy boundleſs love to me, O grant that nothing in my ſoul 

No thought can reach, no tongue declare: May dwell, but thy pure love alone: 
O knit my thankful heart to thee, O may thy love poſſeſs me whole, 

And reign without a riyal there, | My joy, my treaſure, and my crown, 
Thine wholly, thine alone I am : Strange fires far from my ſoul remove, 
Be thou alone my conſtant flame, 


My ev'ry act, word, thought, be love. 


* 


1 May, e | 
L RD, enter not into judgment with thy ſeruant, Ps Aa L. cxlii. 2. Divine 

anſwer; Verily, verily 1 ſay unto you, He that heareth my voice, and be- 
heveth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into con- 
Jemnation, but is paſſed. from death unto life, Jon v. 24. See allo chap, 
| viit, 51. Is AI. XXV. 8. 


Sꝛxcx the judge himſelf is our Brother, our Bridegroom, the Loxp 
0 ol death and life, yea even our life; believers cannot die any more, 
bu“ are paſſed from death unto life ;” it being impoſſible that CurisT 
*. ſnculd die again. He that owns the juſtice of Gop's judgment, con- 
nd fefles himſelf guilty in all things, — appeals from the judgment - ſeat 
to tie mercy-ſeat, bim the Lok p will own and juſtify again through 

the :ighteouſneſs of his Son: For © if we would judge ourſelves, we 

| * hould not be judged. We ſhall even judge together with Cnaisr,“ 

| 1 Con. vi, 2. — ſurely we will not condemn. ourſelves ; much leſs 
wil. Cux is: for he loves us more than we do ourſelves, 


& * 


Who ſhall the Lox p's ele condemn! And the ſalvation to fulft, 


"Tis God that juſtifies their ſouls ; Behold him rifing from the dead. 
And mercy like a mighty fiream, Faith has an overcoming pow'r, 
O'er all their fins divinely rolls. It triumphs in the dying hour; 
Who ſhall adjudge the ſaints to bell? Canz1sT is our life, our Joy, our 
'Tis Cnn1sÞ that ſuffer'd in their ſtead; | Nor can we fink with ſuch a prop, 
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8 heed to me, O LoD, Jes. xviii. 19. Divine anſwer; Bela 


he that heepeth Ifracl 


neither ſlumber nor ſleep, PSALM cxxi. 4 


Caſting all your care upon God, for he careth for you, 1 PET. v. 7. 


Tus care of the Los p, which he takes for his little ones, ſar and in. 


finitely exceeds the care of the moſt tender mother over her we 
and helpleſs child. Be I then never ſo weak, miſerable and fooliſh n 
my own eyes, the Los p being the guardian of ſuch babes, will have 
patience with me. Nay theſe are the very veſſels of his grace. There- 
fore conſidering myfelf always as a weak ignorant child, I will hep 
cloſe to him. He is the miniſter of the ſanctuary, and will never let 
me want any thing, but defend, provide and train me up in the beſt 


and moſt ſuitable manner. 


Be thou my counſellor, 
My pattern and my guide; 
And — this deſert land 
Still keep me near thy ſide. 
O let my feet 
« -- Neer run aſtray, 
or rove, nor ſeek 


The crooked ways 


- 


| Should all the hoſts of death, 
And pow'rs of hell unknown, 
Put their moſt dreadful forms 
Of rage and miſchief on; 
ſhall be ſafe, | 
| For Cur15sT diſplays 


Superior pow'r ; 


1 
0 
Y 
* 
'v 
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7 E Loan, the Lonb Goo, merciful” and gracious, long-fu ering, and 


= fall ſeparate us from the love of CoD? In all things ws are more than con- 


For it, O Load ! thou canſt not deny it me; I muſt have this petitzon' Wil 


| granted, 
Cunts dy'd, and lives and fits above, He that has lov'd us, bears us thro', . 1 
For ever interceding there: And makes us more than conqu*rors too. 
Who ſhall divide us from his love, 15 
Or what ſhould tempt us to deſpair? Not all that men on earth can do, 
| Nor pow'rs on high, nor pow'rs below, 
Shall perſecution, or diſtreſs, | Shall cauſe his mercy to remove, 
Famine or ſword os nakedne(s ? Or wear our hearts from Goo, our love, 


3 33 
n 


abundant in goodneſs and truth. Keeping mercy for thouſands, forgromg 
iniquity, and tranſgreſſion and fin, Exop. xxxiv. E 7. Gow is love. Who 


querors, &c. 1 JOHN iv. 16, Rom, viii. 35, 37. 


O ur dear Saviour, pour thy love out into my heart by thy holy 
Spirit, that by a true ſenſs and enjoyment of it, I may be able to love 
thee reciprocally with my whole heart, and do all things ſingly.from BW 
à principle of love and gratitude towards thee, I have long prayed 


S MA x. 


IJ AT things ſoever ye deſire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 

3 ye fall, have them, Mark xi. 24. Verily, verihy 1 fay unto you, 
1 0 ye 42 aſk the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hit herto 
have ye afked nothing in my name; afk, and ye ſhall receive, that your joy may 
be full, Jon xvi. 23, 24. But afk in faith, nothing wavering ; for he 
wavereth is lite a wave of the fea ; let not that man think that he ſhall receive 
any thing of the Lon b, JAMES i. 6, 7. 

HzroD promiſed with an oath to give the daughter of Herodias whatever the a 
aſk, even to the half of his kingdom. How advantageous was his promiſe ? But how 
much more ſo that of the Lox ? ** By myſelf have I ſworn, ſays he, that in bleſſing 
« will bleſs thee, GEN. xxii, 16, 17, When he bids us aſk, he does not lay us under 2 
reſtriction of pot aſking above half a kingdom. No; we may aſk a whole kingdom; even the 
kingdom of heaven: nay, we may have the offer of two kingdoms ; that of grace, and 
that of glory. Both are purchaſed for us by the blood of the Lamb; both promiſed to 
believers in the word of the goſpel; and both actually beſtowed, the former upon pray» 
ing ſouls in the church militant, the latter upon praifing ſouls in the church triumphant, 
If now we do not enjoy the kingdom of grace, righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the holy 
Ghoft, it is merely becauſe we have not aſked, or have aſked amiſs z that is, without faith, 
wichout patience, or in our own name, and not in the all-prevailipg name of Ixs us. 


Faith, mighty faith, the promiſe ſees, Laughs at impoſlibilities, 
And looks to CnRIs T alone; And cries, IT $HALL BE DONE; 


6 MAV. ( 126) | i | 


0 Lon p, pardon mine iniquity, for it is great, PALM xxv. 11. Divine 
anſwer; Where fin ahounded, grace did much more abound, Rox. v. 20, 
For Gov will abundantly pardon, Is AI. lv. 7. , 


Ir is all one with Gop to forgive a repenting ſinner his treſpaſſes, iſ 
whether great or ſmall; many or few ; for they are all paid with one , 
( 
] 


ranſom, No fin, properly ſpeaking, 1s liute i in itſelf; and none greater 
chan the grace of Gov, and the infinite price laid down for it. What- 
ever fins therefore a man feels, yet he may throw himſcl{ upon the 
abounding grace of Gov. But this grace muſt always be our comfort, 
to depend upon it alone, even when it is beſt with us; ſor then only 
it is beſt with us, when we depend alone on grace, and live in it 2g 
in our element. 


Ret rg? „„ e —_ 


Why does your face, ye humble ſouls, See here an endleſs ocean flows 

" Thoſe movrnfyl colours wear? | Of never-failing grace; 

Whatdoubts are theſe, that waſte your faith, Behold a dying Saviour's veins 
And nouriſh your deſpair ? The ſacred flood increaſe : 

What tho? your num'rous ſins exceed It riſes high, and drowns the hills, 
The ſtars that fill the ſKies; Has neither ſhore nor bound: 

And, aiming at th' eternal thrane, 1 Now, if we ſearch to find our ſins, 


Like pointes mountains rife ! | Our fins can ne'er be found,” 


J May, 6 5 


H4 E mercy upon me, O Lon p, for Tam weak, P*AL. vi. 8. and firengthen 
me with ſtrength in my ſoul, Psa L. cxxxviii g. Divine anſwer ; My 
grace is fuffuaent for thee; for my ſtrength is made perfeft in weakneſs, 2 Con. 
xii, 9. Ine Lon p delights not in the ſtrengtn of an horſe, he takes not plea- 
| fure in the legs of a man: The Los p takes pleaſure in them that ſear him, in 
thoje that hope for has mercy, PSA LM cxlvii. 10, 11. The Los p, our 
Strength, mighty God and Exmaxvuzr, till give ſtrength unto has people, 


PSALM xxix. 11. 


Wurer ix the foul ſeems to be weakeſt, and has the greateſt ſtruggle 
with nature, ſhe may be ſtrongeſt through grace, and come off with a 
moſt glorious grown. e e judge, and deſpair not of overcome». 
ing by the power of Gop, be there ever ſo ſtrong and obſtinate enemies 
in thee or in others. I am weak indeed, but CHRIS is ſtrong; I am 
poor, he is rich; I fick, he the phyſician of the flick; I a finner, he 
the Saviour of finners ; conſequently he ſuits me, and I ſuit him ex- 
tremely well. ; 


Let me but hear my Saviour ſay, | When I am weak, then am I ſtrong, 

** Strength ſhall be equal to the day; “ Grace is my ſhield, and Cyrx15sT my ſongs 
Then I rejoice in deep diſtreſs, T can do all things, or can bear 4 
Leaning on all. ſufficient-grace, | All of rings, if my Lox p be there; 

I glory in infirmity, -- | Sweet pleaſyres mingte with the paſns, 
Than 18 T's0wn pow'r may teſt on me: | While his left hand my head ſuſtains, | 


A 1 1725 
EACH ne thy way, O Lon p, and lad me in a plain path, becauſe of 
mine enemzes, PSALM XxVii. 2. Teach me thy way, O LokdD; I will 


*Y 


A in thy truth: Unite my heart to fear thy name, Ps ALM Ixxxvi. 11. Divine 


wer; Good and upright is the Lob, therefore will he teach innert in the 


oy. What: man ts he that fears the Lox ? Him all he teach in the way 


at he ſhall chooſe, PS ALM xxv. 8, 12. 


O Los p, be pleaſed to fulfil this gracious promiſe in me alſo. Thou 


Wnoweſt that I have nothing ſo much at heart as to do thy will, and 
et 1 am very oſten Yoſt in darkneſs. * I truſt thou wilt do it. Here it 


written; it is thy own word; I depend upon it. Thou haſt many 


mes accompliſhed the ſame already; and art willing and able to do 


evermore, for tfry on name's ſake, and for my enemies ſake. Thou 


king the Gos of my covenant, I keep cloſe to thy words, which, can 


ver pals away, but are all yea and amen in CuAS!;!y Jesus our Lord 


d Saviour. Amen. 
81 lift my Foul to G ob, 


My truſt is in his name; 


les not my ſoes, chat ſcek my blood, 


Still triumph in my ſhame. 

Sin and the pow'rs of hell 
Perſuade me to deſpair; _ 

Load, let me know thy cov*nant well, 


That ILmay ſcape the ſnare, 


| 


The Lon p is juſt and kind; 


The meek ſhall learn his ways; 
And ev'ry humble finter fing 
The methods of his grace. 
For his own goodneſs ſake 
He ſaves my ſoul from ſhame; __ 
He pardons (tho my guilt be gre it) 
Thro' my Os a races 


10 MAx. 138. 


TU RN again our captivily, O Lorp, Psa l. cxxvi. 4. Divine anſye 

The Lo D has anointed me to reach good tidings unto the meek, to proche 
liberty. to the hy xa} and the opening of the priſon. to them that, axe bout 
Isar. Ixi. 1. For thus faith the LoD, Sg. I wall give thee for a covenan! 
the 2 75 Sc. that thou mayeſt ſay to the priſoners, Go forth; to them, that x 
in darkneſs, Shew yourſelves ; they Mall feed in the ways, and. their p1ſty 
fall be in all high places; they Hall not hunger nor thirſt, ISA I. xlix. 5 
10. See alſo chap. xxxv. 10. f - * * 


, n p 

O Load, I am hungering after the righteouſneſs and freedom, n 
only of faith, but of life and holineſs alſo; nat .;o pleaſe. myſelf. 
the latter, but that the evidence of the former may be ſo much clear: 
by it to me, and | may be able to rejoice and take the comfort of ti 
righteouſneſs alone, without deceiving my ſoul. Grant therefore, t 
I may be truly filled, and may be ſtrong, eaſy and frer, ſa as not to 
kept wy longer in any of the moſt ſubtil bonds, either of the! 
ie and a bad conſcience, or of a carnal and worldly mind. 
Bury ' d in ſhadows of the night | | He ſets the pris ners free, and breaks 
We lie, till Cuats v reſtores the light; The iron bondage from our'necks- 
Wiſdom deſcends to hral the blind, Poor helpleſs worms in thee poſfeſs 
And chaſe the darkneſs of the mind, Grace, wiſdom, por, and rigHhteouſnef; 
oy 'beholds where Satan reigns, _* | Thou art our mighty all, and We 

iating bis Caves in heavy chains; Give our whole ſelves,” Long, to the 


It May, 88 


H long wilt thou ide thy face from me, O Lord ? PsALM xiii. 2A. 

Divine anſwer; For a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee, but with great 
great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee : for this is as 
the waters of Noah unto me; for as I have fworn that the waters of Noak 


ſhould no more go over the earth ; fo have I ſworn, that I would not be wroth 
with thee, nor rebuke thee, Is Al. liv. 7—9. 


Warn the Lonop is pleaſed to quicken us in our prayers with a lively impreſſion of one 
or more promiſes, we are apt to think that the hour of his help is come. But afterwards 
it may be, he not only hides himſelf for a great while again ; but things take even ſuch 
a firange and contrary courſe, as if all had been nothing, or (as Luther ſays) “ as if nothing 
% was more uncertain than the word of Gop, nay even God himſelf,*”* They who deny 
ſuch temptations, are ſtrangers both to themſelves and to the devices of Satan. But chriſ- 
nens muſt then be prodently upon their guard, thinking that Gov is going to do ſome 
glorious things for them: for if they are firſt more convinced of their utter unworthineſs, 
if they act faith and patience, and are more earneſt in prayers, they are fit to receive fo 
much more grace afterwards. Though yet, after all, Gop, as a ſovereign, will give ſuch 
meaſures of grace, at ſuch ſeaſons, and to ſuch perſons, as he pleaſes. 

Dear Lotp ! behold our ſore diſtreſs ; An advocate ſo near the throne 

Our fins attempt to reign ; Pleads and prevails with Gon. 

Stretch out thine arm of conquꝰ ring grace, | How boundleſs if our Father's grace, 

And let thy foes be ſlain, In beight, and depth, and length! 
If thou deſpiſe a mortal grone, He made his Son our righteouſneſs, 
Yet hear a Saviour's blood; l His Spirit is our ſtrength, 


12 May, ( "my 5 
.ZJOW long wilt thou forget me, O Loxp ? Ps AIM xiii. 2. Divine ati 
ſwer; Can a woman forget her fucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have com- 
paſſion on the fon of her womb? Yea, they may forget; yet will J not forget 
thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are 
continually before me, Lon: xlix. 15, 16. 1 will not leave you comfortlefs, 
Joux xiv. 18. | 


Wæxx all our fins and afflictions fo ſoon to be prayed away with a 
few words, whence theſe fad and repeated complaints of David? Why 
ſhould Gov adviſe us to wait for him, and perſevere in hope? And 
how could faith and patience be exerciſed ? ba our cloſets we may be 
lifted up with high ſpeculations; ſeem to be ſtrong, and able to leap 
over all the walls; but in great diſtreſs we ſee how dejetted, and as 
it were deſpondent, our hearts are, PSALM XXX. 7, 8. But the Load 
preſerves us. | 


Can a woman's tender care | Thov ſhalt fee my glory ſoon, 
Ceaſe toward the child ſhe bare ? When the work of grace is done; 
Yes, ſhe way forgetful be, Partner of my throne ſhalt be ; 
Yet will I remember thee! Say, poor ſinner, lov'ſt thou me? 
Mire is an unchanging love, . ö Lon b. it is my chief complaint, 
Higber than the heights above; | That my love is weak and faint; 
Deeper than the cepths beneath ; Yet I love thee, and adore, 
Free, and falt“ ful, fliong as death. O for grace to love thee more 


3 
4 


13 MA v. ( 133 ) 


CH E W me thy ways, O Loan, and teach me thy paths, PSALM xxv. 4. 
M Shew me now thy way that I may know thee, ExoD. xxxin. 13. Divine 
anſwer ; I will iuſtruct thee and teach thee in the way that thou ſhalt gos I 
I will guide thee with mine eye, PSALM xxxii. 8, My prefence ſhall go with 


thee, and I will give thee reſt, Ex0D. xxxiii. 14. 


O Load, ſuſſer me not to deviate one inch from thy way, much leſs to fall away Wi 


from thee, the true vine and fortreſs of my ſoul, by the plauſible infinuations of my own MM 

brain and imagination, May I never run, before thou haſt called me, to the hurt of 'my 2M 

ſon] ; but conflantly and confidently abide in thee, always drawing firſt the neceſſary light _ 

and ſtrength from thee by never-ceafing ſupplications. Grant that my eye being fired A 
\ 


continually upon thee, I may be guided into all truth, my doings be attended with thy 
bleſſings, and my whole life be a conſtant progreſs towards heaven. | 1 
| | CAR IS T's anſwer; 7 
i I will keep thee as the apple of mine eye, that no evil ſhall come near thee. As a 1 gd 
careful mother watches over her child, fo have I undertaken to teach thee my path, 
© ard guide thee with mine own eyes. Whatever faintings and failings may befal thee, ll k 
yet will I be ever faithful, raiſing thee up again, and puſhing thee on evermore in my | 1 
„ways. Nay, as a gaod ſhepherd, I will casry thee in my own arms, Mhenever thy in- f 
* creaſing weakneſs ſhall require.“ , 


My honour is engag'd to fave All that my heav*nly Father gave, 792 
The meaneſt of my ſheep ; My hands ſecurely keep, oy 
| 1 3 9 


14 MA x. \ r 9s ) 


B Y thefe, (books) my ſon, be admoniſhed, Ec c L. xii. 12. But, as new-homn 
babes, deſere the funcere milk of the word, that ye mayi;grow thereby, 1 PE T. ii. 2, 
— babes muſt not ſelf-conceitedly be deſirous of high things 
and ſtrong meat. Such have more need experimentally to underſtand 
the firſt orucles of Cnaisr, and taſte evermore the milk and ſaving 
power of the goſpel. This would beſt make them = in grace, and 
wean them from the world; ſince a ſucking child eſteems nothing elſe 
in compariſon of its mother's breaſt ; and thoſe that delight more in 
lofty vain imaginations, than the Bible, do not follow the right ſpirit, 
and at laſt —_ come to their catechiſm again. For the more a chril- 
tian is approaching to his end, and deſires to be duly prepared for hea- 
ven, the more he walks in deep humility and godly ſimplicity, placing 
himſelf on the loweſt bench of weak and little children. And thus 
SN are the fitteſt veſſels of grace; they will certainly be enlightened, 
an 


have the myſtery of CnRISH revealed in their hearts, Marr. xi. 25, 
There was an hour when CHRIS rejoic'd, J But all this glow lies conceal'd 
And ſpoke his joy in words of praiſe ; From men of prudence and of wit; 
Father, I thank thee, mighty God, The prince of darkneſs blinds their eyes; 
Los p of the earth, and heav'n, and ſeas! | And their own pride reſiſts the light, 
I thank thy fov'reign pow'r and love, Father, *tis thus, becauſe thy will 
That crowns my doctrine with ſucceſs; {} Choſe and ordain d it ſhould be ſo; 
And makes the babes in knowledge learn | "Tis thy delight t'abaſe the proud, 
The height, the breadth, & lengthof grace. | And lay the haughty ſcorner low. 


0 A£ASs®.c©.- -—-» © 


15 M A.. 1 | ( | 135 ) 

| FOR this cauſe I bow my knees unto the Father of our ces f Cusrst 
* of whom the whole famuly in feaven and earth is named; that he would 

grant you, according to the riches of luis glory, to be ſtrengthened, &c. Ex x. ui. 


14—16. read on to verſe 21. 
Tuts is a prayer, and a form fit to be uſed by miniſters for their congregations, and by 


| all chriſtians. for themſelves; it may be uſed as a daily prayer; we ſhould offer it up in 


faith, . withqut apprehending that the favour we aſk is too great. God will do exceed- 


ingly,more for us, than we can either aſk or underſtand: Whatever we aſk, he will grant 
us till more; for though we are Gnners, yet Jes vs hath received gifts even for ſinnetz, ⁶ 


ind to every one of us (wer. 7.) is given grace according to the meaſure of the gift of 
Cin 157; that we may enjoy all things richly, Cun 1s r being rich towards all them that 
call upon him. 0 Go, thou art our Father, reconciled to us in Cur1sT ; grant us 
therefore ppwer, great power, according to the rickes of thy glory, not according to the 
narrownels of our hearts, We ſtand in need of great power, for we have great enemies; 
firengthen us b) thy Spirit in the inner man. Loxp JESUS, do thou dwell in our hearts, 
rad grafft 480'be rooted in thy love, that we may know it more and more, and that it 
may be ſhed abroad in our hearts, and that we may be filled with all the fulneſs of Gop, 
To thee, my Gop, I daily figh, | Far greater things than earth can yield 
But not far golden ſtores; My wiſhes wou'd ſecure, _ 
Nor covet I the brighteſt gems - Thoſe bliſsful, thoſe tranſporting ſmiles, 


On the fich eaſtern ſhores, TH That brighten heav'n above; 
Nor pleaſure's foft enticing charms The boundleſs riches of thy grace, 
My foad defires allure 3 * And treaſores of thy love. 


1.5 'K 4 


* 
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10 MAT. 6136 ) 1 
2 H.Y word. have I hid in my heart, that I might not ſin againſt thee. Stab- 
it thy word unto thy fervant, who is devoted to thy lau. Then fhall 1 
not be aſhamed, when, I have reſheft unto all thy commandments.” Therefore, 
remember the word unto thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt cauſed me to hope, 
I fhall run the way of thy commandments, when thou ſhalt enlarge my heart, 


PSALM cxix. 11, 38. and ver. 6, 49, 32. | | 
K Trvs goſpel-comfort powerfully ſtirreth up to walk according to the 
law; and the law urges evermore to lay hold on and make a right uſe 
of the goſpel, ſo as not to abuſe it to ſecurity ; which are both ve 
needful. For whoſoever makes void and neglects the law, cannot but 
make a wrong application of the goſpel, and is in danger of either 
| being hurled into libertinifm, following the bent of his own imagina- 
tion; or, to his great puniſhment, falls under a heavy yoke of mere hu- 
man inventions. May the Lox p lead and keep us in the right way. 


Laden with: guilt, and full of fears, My guide to everlaſting life, 


I éfly to thee, my Lox p.; . Thro' all this gloomy vale. 

And not a glimpſe of hope appears, O 1 ne een Gon 
But in thy written word. 2 | - My 3 feet 3 1 

This is the judge that ends the firife, { Nor I forfake the happy road 


Where wit and zeaſon fail; Agito”s That leads to thy right hand. 


7 MA. . 236 * 
| TH ROUG I the law I am dead to the law, that I might live unto Goo. 
Tam crucified with Os IST, nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but Cur ls r liveth 
in mer and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son 

Wof Gop, who: loved me ana pave humfelf for me, GAL. ii. 19, 1 


Car1sT being our head, in whom all fullneſs dwells, he will certainly 
Ifill all his members with life and ſtrength, according to his promiſe, 
Joux xiv. 19, © I live, and ye ſhall hve alſo;” and chap. xvii. g. 
This is eternal life,” Kc. To know Cnxisr, and Gop in ChRIST, 
Jas love, is true light and life ; he that has this, has enough. O the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of CHRIST! O Loa, teach me to know 
thee as the Bridegroom of my ſoul, that the law may not ruſh into my 
confcience, now thy bride- chamber, and condemn- me any more. 1 
am devoted to none but thee, Rom, vii. 44 Grant therefore that my 
vhole heart and life, all my words and actions, may be governed only 
by a living faith on thee, that haſt loved and given thyſelf for me. 


Come, deareft Lox b, deſcend and dwell | And learn the height, and breadth, and length 


By faith and love in ev'ry breaſt; Of thine unmeafurable grace. 
Then ſhall we know, and taſte, and feel Now to the Gop whoſe pow'r can do 
The joys that cannot be expreis d. I More than our thoughts or wiſhes know, 


Come fill our hearts with inward ſtrength, | Be everlaſting honours done 1 
Make our enlarged ſouls potleſs, By all the church, thro' Cuz Is r his ſoa, 


- 


18 May, ” C1208 


JAM poor and needy, and my heart is wounded within me, Ps A l. cix. 26 

Divine anſwer ; I know thy poverty, but thou art rich, Rev. ii. 9. Fai 
blefſed are the poor in fpinit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, MATT. v. | 
The meek ſhall eat and be ſatisfied : they ſhall praiſe th: Lor p that ſcet him; Wi 110 
your heart ſhall live for eder, PSALM xxii. 27. The LoxD health tht 
broken in heart, the Lord lifts ug the mizck, PSA LN cxlvii.'g, 6. A brufed 
reed ſhall he not break, and fmokiag flax fhall he not quench, till he fend fort 


judgment unto victory, MATT. xii. 20. 


SUCH are the tender mercies of Car1sT towards the weakeſt of his Hane 
people, that he ſupplies them from time to time with all proportionable 
ſtrength, till at laſt they are able to gain a complete vidory, As ſoon 
therefore as we are ſenſible of our poverty, or miſerable condition, and 
are truly deſirous of grace and ſtrength to overcome fin, we have ac- 
tually ſome grace and ſpiritual life, and are delivered already from the 


3 & 
2 2 


jaws of hell: for there is no ſuch feeling in dead fouls; and in hell 
there is only a deſire to be delivered from the puniſhment, but not I 
from fin itſelf. N ] 
Bleſs'd are the humble fouls, that ſee Bleſs'd are the men of broken heart, I 
Their emptineſs and poverty; Who mourn for fin with' inward ſmart; | 
Treaſures of grace to them ate giv'n, The blood of Cu IST divinely flow, : 


And crowns of joy laid up in heav'n, {| A healing balm for all their woes, 


10 May. e a | 
WT Am the light of the world, he that followeth me ſſiall not walk in darkneſs 
but ſhall have the liglit of life, Joux viii, 12. Therefore, walk while ye 
ave the light, leſt darkneſs come upon you ; for he that walks. in darkneſs, 
nows not whather he goes, chap. xii. 35. | 


He that is faithful, keeping ever cloſe to CuRIsT and his light, 
ſtrictly watching and obeying the motions of his Spirit, will be ever- 

more tender in conſcience, and receive ſo much more light ; conſe- 
Iquently he will be from time to time more deeply rooted in repent- 
ance, faith and aſſurance, ſo as either to be preſerved from many com- 
bats and diſorders, or at leaſt be carried fooner through the ſame. He 
may meet with dark valleys, (nature being, as it were, a great dark 
abyſs, and grace ſometimes as a ſmall ſpark) yet by degrees it will blaze, 
and at laſt break through and enlighten all our darkneſs, 


Is he a ſtar? he breaks the night, Nor earth nor ſeas, nor ſun nor ſtars, 
Piercing the ſhaces with dau ning light: Nor heav'n his full reſemblance bears z 

I know his glories from afar, His beauties we can never trace, 

I know the bright, the morning ſtar, | Till we behold him face to face. 

Is he a ſun? his beams are grace; O let me-climb thoſe bigher ſkies, 

His courſe is. joy and righteouſneſs ; Where ſtorms and darkneſs never riſe l 
Nations rejoice when be appears I There he diſplays his pow'rs abroad, * 
To chaſe their clouds, and dry their tears. { And ſhines and reigas th' incarnate Gos. 


20 MA x. ( 140 ) . 


T Am. the Lox D thy Go which teaches thee to profit, which leadeth thee h 
the way which thou ſhouldſt go. O that thou hadſt hearkened to my con 
mandments / then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteouſneſs as tu 
waves of the fea, Is A I. xlviii. 17, 18. Behold I ftand at th: dovr and knack: 
of any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
fup with him, and he with me, Rev. iii. 20. 
How often, and how variouſly does the Loxp knock at the door of het 
eur hearts? How clearly are his commandments held. forth to us! : 
But how ſeldom are we inclined to give him the hearing? Very often an 
we are fo diſtracted, that we can hardly obſerve his voice from the bo 
noiſe of worldly things in our ſenſes, and are not at home, when. he ſe: 
leaſed to take up his abode with us. Well, even now he is knock 
ing by this. O let us open the door for him directly, ſince he delirgM:; 
nothing from us that might be grievous, but intends to make our heart 
a glorious reſidence and banqueting-room of love, to fill it with he» Wai 
venly goods, and to prepare and give us every thing with himſelf, 4. 
Il bring him to my mother's home; I give my ſoul to him, and there m 
Nor does my Lox p refuſe to come Our loves their mutual tokens ſhare, tic 
To Zion's ſacred chambers, where I charge you all, ye earthly toys, un 
My ſoul firſt drew the vital air. Approach not to diſtutb my joys; 


He gives me there his bleeding heart, Lor ſin, nor hell, come near my heart; 
Pierc'd for my fake with deadly ſmart ; | Nor cauſe my Saviour to depart, 


- 


21 M AY. ( 141 ) 

Am the true vine, and my Father is the huſbandman : every branch in me t 
beareth not fruit, he takes away ; and every branch that beareth fruit, he 
purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Abide in me, and I in you : he 
What abides in me, and 1 in him, the ſame brings forth much fruit, Iohx xv. 1—3. 


* 
2 


O Lox, I truſt that this word will have its accompliſhment in me alſo ; though as 
et I have great reaſon to be humbled on account of my barrenneſs, Grant therefore that 
I may always abide in thee faithfully and quietly ; ſince there is every thing in thy power, 
and nothing can be got and done by our own ſtrength ; but as it is thy will, and it tends 
both to the glory of thy Father and thine own, I depend upon being repleniſhed in due 
ſeaſon with fruits of righteouſneſs. O ſuffer nothing in me which is to the diſhonour of 
thy name, and which may be offenſive to me and to others, But whatever thou thinłeſt 
© Was yet fit for me to ſuffer, let it work for my real good. ** 
\ How can I ſufficiently adore the patience of the Lox b, my gracious huſband man, who 
„ann bears with me, the weakeſt of all his branches. He has not cut me off yet, but Rill 

liedes me to bring forth more fruit, though as yet I hardly yielded him one good, but a 
multitude of wild grapes, Why then ſhouldſt thou grumble, O my heart, at the applica- 
tion of his pruning knife ? It is really for thy good, He is angry only with the degenerate 
vnfruitful-branches, The more theſe are purged, the more fivit thou chalt bring forth. 


I; CynrsT a vine ? his heav'nly root . ] O let a laſting union join 
Supplies the beughs with life and fruit? | My foul to him the living vine! 


* 


142 
74 Jlorifed i in them, I have declared unto them thy name, and will dela 
it, that the love derbi thou haſt loved me may be in them, and I in then, 
I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, Ion x xvi, 
10, 26, 29, 
O crokious promiſe! how could he love us more? What bleſſs 
and intimate union is this? O for ſuch a faith that could always tw 
believe it! Cuxisr is the vine, believers are the branches; he the 
bridegroom, we the bride; he the head, we the members of his body 
of his very fleſh and very bones, and conſequently one body with hin 
And who ever hated his own fleſh? ſo in loving and cheriſhing us, he 
loves himſelf, Er n. v. 28, 29. Whenever he ſhall ceaſe to love him- 
ſelf, then, and no ſooner, ſhall he ceaſe to love and cheriſh us alſo. l 
is his own delight to 21 us good, more than the mother that ſuckly 
her child, 


* Loynv, what a heav'n of faving grace [ T tread the world beneath my foot, | 
Shiocs thro? the beauties of thy face, And all that earth calls good or great, 

And lights our paſſion to a flame F Send comforts down from thy right hand, 

Lon D how we love thy charming name! | While we paſs thro' this barren land: 

When I can ſay, my Goy is mine, And in thy temple let us fee 

When I can feel thy n ſhine z | A T's of love, a glimpſe of thee, 


- 


Am weary with groning, Psa T. vi. 6. Divine anſwer; He gives power 
to the faint, and to them that have no might he increaſes ſtrength, Isa's 
1.29, 1 have ſatiated the weary foul, and I have repleniſhed every forrow- 
ul foul, Ju x xxxi. 23. Therefore, Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
pre heavy laden, and I will give you veſt. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me, for 1 am meck and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt to your ſouls; for 
my hohe its eaſy, and my burden it light, Marr. xi. 28, 30. Bas 

Ha RE Curist is commending his meekneſs, not ſo much as a pat- 
ern to be imitated, and does not properly promiſe his reſt and comforts 
or our labour and Oy but to the coming and believing in him; 
o encourage the heavy laden ſouls not to be frightened, but draw near 
o bim with confidence and boldnels : he ſays, * I am not fo rough and 
+ proud as, phariſees and other men generally are towards offenders; 
; — meek, lowly in heart, full of compaſſion and willing to receive, 
to forgive and comfort them.” Come therefore to him, O ſinner, 

ith all thy loads of ſin and miſery, he will in no wile caſt thee out, 


dut receive thee gladly. 
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Come hither, all ye weary ſouls, My yoke is eaſy to his neck, : 
Ye heavy-laden ſinners, come; | My grace ſhall make the burden light. 
I'll give you reſt from all your toile, 8 we come at thy command, 
And taiſe you to my heav'nly home. ith faith and hope and humble zeal, © 
Beſs'd is the man whoſe ſhoulders take Reſign our ſpirits to thy hand, 


My gebe, and bear it with delight; |} To mold and guide us at thy wl. 


24 MA v. A i & 3x1 > 
JF HAVE gone aſtray like a bo 5 et thy ſervant, Ps Alx cxix. 176 
1 Gop's oe Behold 1, 2 , 4 7 — my ieep aud feek thn 
out, I mill ſeek that which was loſt, and bring again that winch, was drum 
away; and will bind up that which was broken, and will ſtrengthen that whit 
was fick, Ez kk. xxxiv. 11, 16. He fhall feed has flock like a ſhepherd : \ 
"ot _=_ the lambs with [us arms, and carry them in tus bofom, &, 
1. xl. 11. 15 wy 

Hx that is wiſe- in his own conceit, as many of our philoſopher, 
does not pray like David in this place, therefore he continues, 'with 
all his proud wiſdom, in his natural errors and fooliſhneſs. But u 
1 given me, O thou good Shepherd, to know and underſtand 
my loſt and helpleſs condition; and I cannot find or atlviſe myſelf in 
any thing, like a ſheep which is gone aftray; I beſecch thee to ſeek, 
heal, lead, feed, carry and ſtrengthen me alſo, as I ſtand in need of 
and ſeems good to thee; that I may be able to ſay with David, © Thi 
„Lon is my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want.“ TINT "I 


hy, ©. = . 7 


2 


My ſhepberd will ſupply my need, | Andileads me for his mercies ſake, 
Ir nova is his name; 4 Io paths of truth and grace. 

In paſtures freſh he makes me feed, The fure provifons of my Cop, 
Beſide the living ſtream, | : Attend. me all my days; 

He brings my wand'ring ſpirit back, O may thy houſe be mine aboge, 
When I forſake his ways; | And all my wok be praiſe, 


25 MAV. 16 ). | 
I AM not toorthy of the leaſt of all thy mercies, and of all the truth which 

thou haſt | ſhewved unto thy feroant, GENESIS xxxii. 10. Who am J, O 
Lok D —.—5 and what is my houſe, that thou hajt brought me hitherto f 
2 Sa. vii. 18. p | 


A soul truly humbled through afflictions highly efteems the leaſt 
favour, and judges itſelf utterly unworthy of it, looking upon every 
thing as a'free gift only for J=svs CnRIST's ſake, Now, O my dear 
Father! it is true, in myſelf I deſerve none, no, not the leaſt of thy 
mercies; but as thou. haſt thought me more worthy, and given me 
thine-own. Son, who hath purchaſed all again, and paid a great price 
for them; yet 1 firmly believe, that goodneſs and mercy will follow 
me all the days of my life. | ow g 
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Now to the pow'r of Gop ſupreme | "Twas his own purpoſe that begun 


Be everlaſting honours giv'n ; To reſcue rebels doom'd to die: | 1 
He ſaves from hell, (we bleſs his name) He gave us grace in Cux IS r his Son, | " 

He calls our wandring feet to heav'n. Before he ſpread the ſtarry ſky, * © 11 
Not for our duties or deſerts, Ixsus the Lox sp appears at laſt, 4 
But of his 6wn abounding grace, And makes his Father's counſels known; | 
He works falvation in our hearts ] Declares the great tranſaQtions 


ln. 


And forms a people for his praiſe, ' | And brings immortal bleſſings 


26 MA v. E 


Befeech you, therefore, brethren, by the, mercies of Gon, that you pre{e | 
your bodies a living ſacrifice, haly, acceptable unto God, "which 25 your - 1 
fonable ſervice. And be not conformed to this world ; but be ye transformed by þ 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 


: x as 
and perfect will of Gop, Rox. xii, 1, 2, 

Tus, in conjunction with the word of G.op and ſerious prayer, is the beſt means to al 
know the will of Gop, The neglecting of it and uſing other means, is tempting Gov, ſe 
and expoſing ourſelves to the temptations and ſiftings of the wicked one. We may think 
ourſelves to be divinely convinced by faith of the will of Gon, though we follow dur own Ol 


amaginations, and ſpoil the beſt of our actions. Self. will generally takes quick reſolu- pe 
tions, ang has a great deal of aſſurance: whereas Gop very often leads his people blindh, 
and takes methods quite different from ours. Who therefore believes ſhall not make 
« baſte,” Is A 1. xxviii, 16. But be very careful that he does not miſtake ſelf-will and ar 
plaufible repreſentations for divine convictions and aſſurances of faith; always ftricily w 
examining himſelf firſt ; whether his body, ſou), will and affections, are entirely offered up 

to the good-will and pleaſure of Gop ; for the only true ſervice which G o delights in, 

is the ſacrificing our whole ſelves to him at all times, and not only at church, but in all 

ether places; that we do not conform to the world, but be daily transformed by the te- 
newing of our minds, x 


Tho? lifted eyes ſalute the ſkies, | Lon p, ſearch my thonghts and try my ways, 
And bended knees the ground, And make my ſoul fincere : >, 
Yet Gon abhors the ſacrifice, Then ſhall I ſtand before thy face, 


Where the truth is not found, And find acceptance there, 


27 May. 1 
I WILL greatly rejoice in the LoxD, my foil ſhall le joyful in my Go; 
for he has clothed me in the garments of ſalvation. he has covered me with 
the robe of righteouſneſs ; as a bridegroom decketh himſelf with ornaments, and 
as a bride adorns herſelf with her jewels, IsA1. Ixi. 10. | 
Ix vain doſt thou dreſs up and adom thyſelf, O my ſonl, before thou 
approacheſt Cux isr. To him thou muſt come, filthy, naked and mi- 
ſerable as thou art; he will clothe and adorn thee himſelf; and in this 
ornament alone thou ſhalt rejoice. For the very beſt of our robes and 
performances are not without ſpots, but ſtill want to be waſhed in the 
blood of Cux1sr, and covered with this ornament, Rx v. vii. 14. This 
and this alone is the way to enjoy and maintain true peace, This 
will enable us to rejoice that our names are written in heaven. 


Awake my beart, ariſe my tongue; The Spirit wrought my faith and love 
Prepare a tuneful voice; And hope, and ev'ry grace; 
In Gop, the life of all my joys, But Irs us ſpent his life to work 
Aloud will 1 rejoice, The robe of righteouſneſs, | 
"Tis he adorn'd my naked ſoul, Strangely, my ſoul, art thou aray'd 
And made ſalvation mine; By the great ſacred Three 
Upon a poor polluted worm In ſwerteſt harmony of praife, 
He makes his graces ſhine, | Let all thy pow'rs agree, 
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1 28 May. ( 148 ) + 


, bo I HAVE ſenned againſt the Loa b. Divine anſwer; The Loxp aß 
as put away thy fin, thou ſhalt not die, 2 SAM. xii. 13. Tor if we would 
= judge ourſelves, we 


He that with unfeigned repentance accuſes and judges himſelf, ac- 
counting his own : and beſt doings as filthy rags, will ſoon 
receive grace, pardon and remiſſion of all his fins at once, though 
chaſtiſement may follow : for grace is not divided as giſts are. Gon, 
through Cuk1sT, receives the whole perſon of a penitent ſinner into 
his favour, forgiving both original and actual fins in one inſtant ; fo 
that either none or all are forgiven: not one, even the leaſt, is for- 
given, only on account of our repentance (as ſome vainly imagine) 
without the blood of CuRISTͤHJ; but by this all, even the moſt heinous, 
are taken away; for the blood of Cauxisr cleanſes us from all ins, 
1 JOHN i. 7. 


ould not be judged, 1 CoR. xi. 31. 


Shew pity, Lox p, O Lon forgive; Should ſudden vengeance ſeize my breath, 
Let a repenting rebel live : ] muſt pronounce thee juſt in death; 
Are not thy mercies large and free? And if my foul were ſent to hell, 

May not a finner truſt in thee? Thy righteous law approves it well, 

My lips with ſhame my fins confeſs, My crimes are great, but don't ſurpaſs 
Againft thy law, againſt thy grace: The power and glory of thy grace; 

Los d, ſhould thy judgment grow ſevere, | Great Gon, thy nature has no bound, 

I am condemn'd, but thou art clear, So let thy pard'ning love be found, 


20 MA x. 


ii. 4. 


| Tas comforts me, O my dear Father ? that thou haſt ſhewn me thy 

mercy, and loveſt me in Cuz1sr; but this grieves me alſo, that my 
love is {till ſo weak towards thee. 
and whatever thou ſuffereſt to remain, lay it not to my charge, and let 
it not diſturb my filial confidence; rather let it ſerve, that I truſt fo 
much more upon Cn ist alone, and that I may be ſtirred up to more 
| earneſt prayers ; then there is no doubt but my great wants ſhall in 


149 ) 
11 HAVE fomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love, Rev. 


O ſupply theſe my great defeQs, 


due time be all filled up with a real conſtant love. 


Why is my heart ſo far from thee, 


My Gop, my chief delight? 


Why are my thoughts no more by day 


With thee, no more by night ? 


Why ſhould my fooliſh paſſions rove ? 
W here can ſuch ſweetneſs be, 
As I have taſted in thy love, 
As J have found in thee? 


Trifles of nature or of art, 
With fair deceitful charms, 
Intrude into my thoughtleſs heart, 
And thruſt me from thy arms, 


Wreteh that I am, to wander thus 
In chace of falfe delight | 

Let me be faſten'd to thy croſs, 
Rather than loſe thy ſight, 
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are actually laid up for me, and the uſe and benefit thereof I ſhall reap 


3 1 
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30 MA x. ( 150 ) 


1 WAIT for the Lox, my foul doth wait, PsALM cxxx. 5, God's an. 

ſwer; They that wait upon the LoRD ſhall renew their ſtrength, they ſhall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, and they hull 
wall and not fawt, Is a1. xiv. gi. For the Lord is good unto, them that 
watt for him, to the foul that feeks hum, Lav. ill. 25. 


Wuznx we have prayed, we muſt remember to wait alſo; for it is 
not only an expreſs command, but very acceptable to the Lox Dp. The 
more we wait and are inſtant in prayer, ſo much more will he give: 
Nay, he always hears and grants our petitions directly, and lays them 
up for his children; but that we may not abuſe them, he gives the en- 
joyment only when it is moſt ngedful. Therefore we may confidenily 
fay, ſuch and ſuch gifts I have, ſince I have prayed for them: They 


in due ſeaſon, eſpecially in death and in eternity. 


My fpirit looks to Gop alone; When helpers fail and foes invade, 
My rock and refuge is his throne; Soy is our all-ſufficient aid. 

In all my fears, in all my ſtraits, 

My ſoul on his ſalvation waits. For ſov'reign pow'r reigns not alone, 


Grace is a partner of his throne ; 
*Truft him, ye ſaints, in all your ways, Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Lox p, 
Pour out your hearts before his face; I Shall well divide our laſt reward, 


MAV. ( ST; } Ws. 
N the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my ſoul, 


PSALM xciv. 19. See allo 2 Cor. i. 3—5. 


31 


Aman without afflictions places his truſt and ſeeks his comforts 
"chiefly in temporal things; he is full of earthly deſires, and the true 
image of vanity ; whereas we can never taſte the ſweet comforts of 
the word of Gov fo well as under the burden of the croſs. There our 
ſpirits ſometimes enjoy more reſt and joy than if we were without it, 
for then that word is fulfilled which ChRISTH ſays, Marr. xi. go. My 
© yoke is caly, and my burden is light,” Thus our hearts are ſet 
againſt the world, reconciled to heavenly things, and eaſily diſunited 
from many idols, which were impoſſible to deny and forſake before. 
Well then may we bear this ſalutary burden, which will certainly 
end, and who knows how ſoon, in eternal glory and reſt. And as the 
Loxp will allo. give patience and ſtrength ſufficient for the day, fo as 
to be never tempted above meaſure, there is abundant reaſon again to 
ſay, that his burden is light indeed. | | 


; 'Tis good for me to wear the yoke, Father, I bleſs thy gentle band ; 
For pride is apt to riſe and ſwell; How kind is thy chaſtiſing rod, 
'Tis good to bear my Father's ſtroke, That forc'd my conſcience to a ſtand, © 
That I might learn his ſtatutes well, And brought my wand” ring ſoul ta, Gowns 
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Determmed not to know any thing amang you, ſave Ixsus Cuxis r, and hin 
crunfied, 1 Cor. ii. 2. The love of God is moſt excellent wiſdom, EccLts, 
1. 13. The fear of the Loꝝ 1s the beginning of wiſdoni, &c. PSALM cxi. 10, 
The wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and ray to 
be intreated, full of mercy and good fruit, without partiality and without y po- 


cri, JAMES iii. 17. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edrfies, 1 Co R. viii. i. 


Cuxkisr crucified, and he alone, is the power and wiſdom of Gon; 
him all chriſtians, and eſpecially divines, ſhould make their particular 
nes to ſtudy well. Were our faith built on human wiſdom, then 

urely carnal philoſophers would be the greateſt believers ; whereas 
they are ſometimes the worſt infidels, or at beſt the moſt filly and faith- 
Jeſs people in times of diſtreſs, And beſides, their being puffed up, 
is another evidence that they have not the true wiſdom ; for the wil: 
dom from above is only with the lowly and babes, who pray for it 
earneſtly, Prov. xi. 2. Marr. xi. 25. What would all knowledge 
avail us then, without the knowledge of Cus1sT? Qne ſpark of pure 
love yields more power than all the ſtores of empty human learning, 
May the Lord Jzsps ſhed his love abroad in my heart; him have! 


determined only to know; his love at the croſs I account for my 


greateſt wiſdom and glory. v9 | 
They that would grow divinely wiſe, Our faireſt proof of knowledge lies 
Muſt with his love begin; In hating ev'ry fin, 


2 JUNE, 
17 ILL not let — exedþt thou 56 me, GV. xxxii. 12. Forfake 1 me 
nat, OLord, O ob, PSALM xxxviii. 22. Divine anſwer; Behold, 
I am with thee, end in will keep thee in all places whither thou goeſt ; for 1 will 
nt leave thee, until I have done that which I have ſþoken to thee of, Gen. xxviii. 
. I know thee by name, and thou haſt alſo found "Luna in my fight, Ex0D... 


Wx iii. 12. I wil! never leave thee nor forſake thee, HE B. xiii. 35. 


Gop will have me to be faithful, and ſhould not he be ſo himſelf ? 
An] to truſt in his word, then ſurely he will not forſake me, but be as 
good as his word. Heaven and earth muſt paſs away, but his word 
will not: He is ever faithful. If I do not believe this, I believe no 
Cop at all; but if I truly believe him to be faithful, I believe enough. 
His is what he only deſires; and if I really do, my faith will not be 
moved even in the hotteſt trials; the Word will hold me up, n 


I receive it even in weaknels. 


Begin, my tongue, ſome heav'nly theme, | Proclaim ſalvation from the Log » 


And ſpeak ſome boundleſs thing; For wretched dying men 
The mighty works or. mightier name His band has writ the ſacred word 


Of our eternal King, With an immortal pen. 
Tell of his wond'rous faithfulneſs, Engrav'd as in eteraal braſs 
And ſound his pow'r abroad; The mighty promiſe ſhines 4 
Sing the ſweet promiſe of his grace, Nor can the pow'rs of darkneſs wat 


And the periorming Gop, | | Thoſe everlafling lines. 


Wg n 


FJ Say unto you, that every idle word that men fhall , they. ſhall give accoun 7 
" thereof in the day of judgment, Mar r. xii. 36. SeeMſfoEr R. iv. 29. ch. v. 


Hz Rx all corrupt communication, jeſting, fooliſh taking, or what of 
ever is not convenient and good to the ule of edifying, is plainly fo; Wt” 
bidden. But whotruly believes the report and the truth of theſe awſll 95 
words ? Surely the world does not believe them at all: this is quit 5 

lain, from that very common and ſhocking practice and cuſtom “ 
plain, from that very common and ſhocking pratice and cuſtom. 
judging, lying, ſwearing, jeſting, and talking all manner of filthines 
yea, even religious people very often do not believe and conſider then Wt ev 
enough. How many heedleſs, ſlanderous, idle and unprofitable word, 
are ſometimes ſpoken by theſe? Be therefore careful, O my reader, to 
weigh every word, and to make light of none, for each will incraſ: 
thine account. Whenever ye are going to ſpeak, let the queſtion be firlt 
Is it needful to ſpeak ? does it tend to the glory of Gop ? will it profit 
me, or others? O Lon p grant, that never an idle word may drop from 
my lips Whenever I am to converle with others, give me grace fir! 
to converſe with thee by ſecret prayer. In all companies let thy pre 
ſence be before mine eyes, always looking upon thee as the chief pet: 
fon in the place, and receiving SreQion when and what I am to ſpeak, 
May thy good Spirit always teach me, and ſanctify all my thoughts 


and . ords, 
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4 JUNE. h 155 
JT VILL declare mine iniquity ; J will be Lt. for my fin. I acknowledge 


my tranſgreſſions, and my ſin is ever before me, PSALM xxxviii. 18. PSALM 
li. 3. Divine anſwer ; He has not dealt with us after our fins, nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities; for as the heaven 1s high above the earth, ſo 
great is his mercy towards them that fear him. As far as the eaft is from the 
weſt, fo far has he moved our tranſgreſſions from us. Like as a father futzeils 
his children, fo the LorD pitieth them that fear him, PSALM ciii. 10-13. 


As my fins are ever before me, ſo the ranſom of my Mediator is 
ever before Gop and me alſo. Gop having dealt already with CHRIST 
| my ſurety for my ſins, he cannot deal for them with me again: for he 
cannot take double payment, and puniſh them twice: not only his 
mercy, but even his juſtice requires him to ſave me, when 1 lay hold 
on the merits and the moſt perfect atonement of his dear Son my Re- 
deemer. Thus all my fins and puniſhments are taken away for ever, 
my conſcience is perfectly purged, and by faith I am able to anſwer 
all the charges of the law, 1 Joan i. 9. HEB. ix. 14. Chap. x. 2, 22. 


. High as the heav'ns are rais'd His power ſubdyes our fins, 
Above the ground we tread, And his forgiving love, 
So far the riches of his grace Far as the caſt is from the weſt, 


Doch all our guilt remove, 


Our hitzheſt thoughts exceed. 


n 
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Es ug, my portion and my love 

My everlaſting all ; La 

I've none but thee in heav'n above, 
Or on this earthly ball, 

How vain a toy is glitt'ring wealth, 
If once compar'd to thee ? 

Or what's my ſafety, or my health, 
Or all my friends to me ? 


. "a 


a Av — 


: : BY night on my bed, I fought hi 
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m whom my foul loveth, CAN r. iii. 1. 


Many are ſeeking Cur1sT who have him already, though he hide 
himſelf; and many imagine they have him, who have him not ; for 
Juch as have him only in their thoughts and in their mouth, have hin 
not in their heart. O my dear Saviour, let me always remember and 
firmly believe that thy Father loves me as he loves thee ; and that thou 
= loveſt me allo as thy very ſpouſe, and a member of thy body. Happy 
= would that be for me, then I could love thee again; and we ſhould 

delight in one another reciprocally above all creatures. 


Let others ſtretch their arms like ſeas, 
And graſp in all the ſhore; 

Grant me the viſits of thy face, 
And I deſire no more. 


For whilſt upon my reſtleſs bed 
Amongſt the ſhades I roll, 
If my Redeemer raiſe my head, 
"Tis morning with my ſoul, 


4 Tu NE, | ( 157 ) | 
Know alſo, my Gov, that thou trieſt the heart, and haſt Pleaſure in 1 
rightneſs, 73 * RON, xxix. 17. He is a bucłler to them that walk png, 
Dov. xi. 8. The Lok p looks on the heart, 1 Sau. xvi. 7. 


Sixck Gop cannot be deceived with a mere outward form, though 
ver ſo fine; it is not an infallible proot of a ſincere, real converſion, 
t a man has reformed only the groſſer fins of his former life, much 
leſs if he only abſtains from ſuch things which by nature he is not ſa 
much inclined to: but if our hearts are changed, and eſpecially in 
hoſe things we have the ſtrongeſt propenſity to, this is an infallible 
vidence of a true converſion. For theſe inward capital enemies, the 
Losp and all his upright followers attack molt, before all the reſt. 
But if thou wouldeſt give over that which is deareſt to thee, thou muſt 
know and believe firſt, that Cnz1sT loves thee.” Theſe thoughts 
we muſt proſecute, though all other things ſhould be forgotten, 


Miſtaken ſouls ! that dream of heav'n, 'Tis faith that changes all the heart; 
And make their empty boaſt Tis faith that works by love; 

Of inward joys and fins forgiv'n, I That bids all ſinful joys depart, 
While they are ſlaves to Juſt, And lifts the thoughts above, 

Vain are our fancies, airy flights, Faith muſt obey her Father's will, 
If faith be cold and dead; As well as truſt his grace; 

None but a living pow'r unites A pard'ning Gon is jealous till 

To Enis r the living head. | For his own belinets, 


bi F23 


> — 


7 JUNE. f e | 
FJ WILL hedge up thy way with thorns, and make'a wall that fhe ſhall u 
find her paths ; and ſſie ſhall follow after her lovers, but ſhe ſhall not or 
take them; and ſhe all feek them and not find them; then ſhall ſhe ſay, I wil 
o and return unto my firſt huſband, for then was it better with me than no, 
OSEA ii. 6, 7. | g : | 


As it is only with thee, O my dear Saviour, that 1 can be happy, I would never lan 
thee any more: and that I may not give thee the ſlip unawares, even under good pretence 
I defire to have my way well hedged up, and be encompaſſed every where with thorn, 
Let me quickly diſcover and crucify every thing which can in the leaſt diſturb me in the 
enjoyment of thy love, that I may always cloſely walk with thee alone; and never fity 
one inch out of thy way, for fear of rupning myſelf into the thorns, and bringing unge. 
ceſſary ſufferings upon me; though I do not mean to avoid the croſs of CHRIS I in othe 
reſpects, but would willingly ſubmit to any ſufferings, which are never without good fruit, 

Glory be to thee, O my bleſſed Saviour, that thou haſt not given me up yet, and uf; 
fered me to run into deſtrution in my own ways. O be pleaſed to reſtrain me evermors 
and whenever I am in danger to ſlide out into the broad way, grant that I may not fitl 
any reſt till I am brought back again, ſhould it even be by means of the pricking thorn 
of afflictions. 


I know thy judgments; Lon p, are right, Before I knew thy chaſt' ning rod, K 
Tho' they may ſeem ſevere; My feet were apt to ſtray; A 
The ſharpeſt ſufterings I endure But now I learn to keep thy word, * 
Flow from thy faithful care. Nor wander from thy way. A 


. See allo Prov. iv. g. 


ernity. 


Kind is the ſpeech of Cx 1s r our Lox d; 
Affection ſounds in ev ry word; 
What mighty wonders love performs, 


And puts a comelineſs on worms 


fone. - Bk. © ail 
WILL make thee an eternal excellency, à joy of many gener 
ſun jhall no more go down, neither ſhall thy moon withdraw Mjelf ; for the 
on fhall be thine everlaſting light, and the days of thy mourning , be 
ded. Thy people alſo ſhall be all righteous, they ſhall inherit the land for ever; 
brunch of my planting, the works of my hands ſhall be glonfied, Is a1. Ix. 
5 20, 21, 1 will direct their work in truth, and will make an everlaſting 
venant with them, chap, Ixi. 8, Thou ſhalt be a crown of glory in the hand 
the Lox p, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy Gop ! and as the bride- 
00M 1 2 over the brule, jo Fall thy Gob rejoice over thee, ISA l. Ixii. 


CCLES. XV. 2. 


0 wy dear Saviour and Bridegroom, how could it be poſſible for thee to take delight 
| ſuch a ſinful worm as I, if it was not intirely for the ſake of thine own gracious beauties, 
uments and ornaments ? But fince it is thy pleaſure to rejoice in thine own. works, 
hat can I defire more agreeable to thy will, than the fulfilling of all theſe engagements ? 
t me proſper evermore by the plantings of thy hand, that my works, being done in 
, may glorify thy wonderous grace, and my life abound evermore with fruits meet for 


. 


oy 


Defil'd and lotheſom as we are, 

He makes us white, and calls us fair; 
Adorns us with that heav'nly dreſe, 
His graces and his righteovineſs, 


9 JUNE. (1690 


1 WILL make an everlaſting covenant with them, that I will not turn away 

from them to do them good; and I will put my fear into their hearts, that 
they. ſhall not depart from me; yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good. | 
will plant them in this land afſuredly, with my whole heart and with my who!t 
oul, IEA. xxxii. 40, 41. I vill cleanſe them from all their iniquily, whereby 
they have ſenned againſt me; and I will pardon all their iniquity, Ix R. xxxiii. 
8. See allo EZ EK. xxxvi. 28 — 27. | 


O crornovs promiſe ! Gop will plant us, cleanſe us, and not leave 
off to do us good, If we do not experience it, the reaſon is, that 
either we refit, or do not mind the workings of his grace enough, 
which certainly is a great loſs: for the leaſt ſpiritual loſs is greater 
than the loſs of the whole world. O thou Gop of my covenant, as 
it is thy heart's deſire to work and give all that is good without ceaſ- 
ing; let me alſo be careful without 2 to 2 wide the 


mouth of faith by prayers, and receive the bleſſed gifts of thy goodneſs, 
And whereas my heart is even now open for thee, be Na to fill it 
up with thy grace. 
Dear God ! the treaſures of thy love The happy gates of goſpel grace 
"Are everlaſting mines ; Stand open night and day: 
Deep'ss our helpleſs miſeries are, | Lorp, we are come to ſeek ſupplies, - 


And boundleſs as our fins, * And drive our wants away. 


\I 


r 


10 Ju Nx. 


&HIS is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus CARISTHB; not 


water only, but by water and blood; and it is the Spirit that beareth witneſs, 


| becauſe the 7 is truth, He that believeth on the Son of Gon, hath the wit 


helf. And this is the record, that Gop hath given to us eternal life, 


neſs in him 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath. the Son, hath life, 1 JOHN v. by 


_ 10-12, : , 
Jrsus came with water and blood, not with water alone, with his holy Spirit, to 


ſanctify us; but alſo with his blood, that he might firſt expiate us. We ſhould there. 
fore firſt of all penitently feek, and obtain remiſſion of fins in his blood; then may we 
hope to obtain the water of life, the holy Ghoſt, for our inward purification and iff. 
cation, And this holy Spirit will bear witneſs within us, that the Spirit, or the law of 
the Spirit, the Goſpel, is truth; that Gos will fulfil his word; and, as he hath pro- 
miſed us, will give us everlaſting life. We have three witneſſes of it in heaven, ; 
three on earth, And if we believe in Cxz1$T, we have this true teſtimony in ourſelves 3 
and may therefore aſſuredly know, that, ** having the Son of Gep, we have life, eis 
*« nal life; for he is, according to ver. 20. life eternal; and conſequently, being in hay 
we are already entered into everlaſting life, NS. 
Let all our tongues be one, 
To praiſe our God on high; 
Who = his boſom ſent his Son, 
To fetch us ſtrangers nigh, , | 


By water we are purify'd, 
It coſt him eries and tears, 
To bring us near to Gop! | 
Great was our debt, and he appeary 


My Saviour's pierced fide 
To make our 2 cod. 


Pour d out a double flood ; 
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1 WILL & as the dew unto Jrael; he ſhall grow as the lilly, and caſt forth 
has roots as Lebanon. His branches all fired, and his beauty be 
as the olive-tree, Hos. xiv, 6, 7. Let my beloved come into has garden, and 
eat has pleaſant fruits, CANT. iv. 16. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, &c, 
GAL, v. 22. a 


WHaTEveR vile luſts and profane thoughts are ſtarted up againſt 
my own will, by the remainder of the evil root, the bleſſed Gop will 
not lay them to my charge; but ſince they humble me deeply, they 
muſt alſo work for my good, though they ſeem ſometimes to deſtroy 
S faith, love and all other good fruit, that I am like a barren tree. The 
Losp has promiſed that I ſhall be green, bloſſom, and bring forth 
fruit. This word muſt alſo be fulfilled in me, though it ſhould go on 
ever ſo flow, and even by contrary ways; his love will yet be ſhed 
abroad in my heart, and conſtrain powerfully. 
We are a garden wall'd around, | Spirit divine, deſcend and breathe 
Choſen and made peculiar ground; A gracious gale on plants beneath, 


A little ſpot, inclos'd by grace, Make our beſt ſpices flow abroad, 
Out of the world's wide wilderneſs, Toner our er- n 


Awake, O heav'nly wind, and come, And faitb, and love, and joy appear, 
Blow on this garden of perfume; And ev'ry grace be active here. 


- 


12 JUNE, WW. : 29 


| 7 WILL perform my good word towards you; for J know the thoughts that I 
* think towards you, faith the LoD; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an expected end. Then you ſhall pray unto me, and I will hearken 
unto you; and ye ſhall ſeet me and find me: I will turn away your captivity, 
Je 8, xxix. 10, 11, 13. For the word of the Lo x is right; for he ſhoke and 
it was done, he commanded and t ftood faſt, Ps LM xxxlii 4, . 
WERE it ſo light a matter to rely on the faithfulneſs of God in times 
of diſtreſs, what need to give us ſo many and various promiſes? If 
our faith be right, we mult alſo endure and wait his time with pa- 
tience, which certainly is not an ealy taſk ; ſince the promiſe of the 
Los p not only tarries very often, but ſometimes even the counterpart 
will happen, that providence goes quite contrary to the word, and 
ſeems as if it could not be true at all. And then we muſt remember 
that theſe are the very ways and methods of Gov, which have ever 
been in the deep, and acted, per contraria, contrary to our expectation. 
This the corruption of our nature requires; and the wiſdom of Gov 
ever chooſes firſt to help us inwardly, and prepare us to a right uſe 
of his outward helps and favours; and thus we receive always a 
double bleſſing at once from his hands, 

Who ſhall pretend to teach him ſkill ? His wiſdom, like a ſea divine, | 

Or guide the counſels of his will? Flows deep and high beyond our line, 
| M 2 


13 JUNE, (6 164 | 


EHOLD, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak 
comfortably unto her, Hos. ii. 14. Come, my beloved, tet us go forth into 
the feld; let us lodge in the villages, CANT. vii. 11. 


O Loxp, the world is nothing to me but a wilderneſs, a place of 
tribulation, where, being daily toſſed to and fro, I enjoyed no reſt ; but 
whenever | lifted up my heart and looked for peace in thee by prayer, 
thou haſt always {poke comfortable things to me, and even carried me 
lafe through all outward diſtreſſes. Grant that by this I may be 
ſtrengthened for the time to come, when I am at a loſs again what 
eourle to take, Let me always firmly believe thee to be a preſent 
help in all things, who art willing and able to carry me furthermore 
through ever ſo many and great troubles and oppoſitions, till I ſhall 
be ſafely arrived at the ports of heaven. 


Lok p, what a wretched land is this, Vet the dear path to thine abode 
That yields us no ſupply, | Lies thro' this borrid land: 

No chearing fruits, no wholeſom trees, Lon p! we would keep the heay*nly road, 
Nor ſtreams of living joy ? And run at thy command, 

Put pricking thorns thro? all the ground, Our ſouls ſhall tread the deſert thro? 
And moital poiſons grow; With undiverted feet ; 

And all the riyers that are found, And faith and flaming zeal ſabdue 
With dang'rous waters flow, | | The terrors that we mect, 


14 JUNE. ( 165 ) 


A N D when they were alone, he bn all things to his diſciples, 
MARE iv. 34- 


Harp diſciples! who had ſuch a teacher always near, to 9 
they might freely propoſe doubts, and be ſure of receiving ſatisfac- 
tion! But is he not as near to us likewiſe? and is he not ſtill willing 
to teach thoſe who wait upon him? Yes! he has ſaid, © If any man 
& thirſt, let him come unto me and drink,” Why then do we weary 
ourſelves with conjectures and uncertainties, and hew out broken 
ciſterns with much trouble and diſappointment, when the fountain of 
wiſdom flows at our doors? O Thou great Teacher ! let me hear thy 
voice, and make thy way plain beſore my face, 


From jarring men I've ſought in vain O Loxy, do Thou my teacher be, 
The peaceful light of truth to gain ; For ſurely none can teach like thee ; 
Now weary of diſputes and noiſe, Thy word the dulleſt heart can move, 
I wait to hear my Saviour's voice. To know, and taſte, and feel, and tore, 


15 JUN x. ( "you } 


ESUS CHRIST, the fame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, He. xiii, 8, 

Who of Gob is made unto us wiſdom, and righteoufneſs, and fanfification ; 
(hat, as it is written, he that glories, let him glory in the Lox , 1 Con. i. go, 
gl. He has finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, he has made reconciliation for iniquity, 
he has brought in everlafiing righteoujneſs, Dan. ix, 24. In lum have we 
righateou/neſs and ſtrength, Isa1. xlv. 24. 


Is ourſelves we find nothing but miſery ; in Cnz1srT all that is good; 
nay, he is himfelf our all: he works and gives what is neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, therefore we cannot, and need not bring any thing to him of 
our own; but ſince he is made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſancti fica- 
tion and all; we may, and muſt rely only on his name, and draw every 
thing from him by the continual prayer of faith. And he being our 


all, the law, ſm, Satan, and even our own judgments, have loſt their 
power and right of condemnation over us, 


2 ſpeaks, let Iſrael hear; There's none beſide pretends to ſhew 


et all the earth rejoice and fear, Such juſlice and ſalvation too. 
While God's eternal Son proclaims 


rd 4 hi In me alone, ſhall men confeſs, 
c Lies all their ſtrength and righteouſneſs; 
I am the laſt, and I the firſt, 


But ſuch as dare deſpiſe my name, 
The Saviour-Gop, and Gov the juſt ; | Til clothe them with eternal ſhawe, 


„„ 9 
BELOVED, if Gor fo loved us, we ought alſo to love one another, Jon Wl 

iv. 11. 1 fay unto you, Love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you and per- 
fecute you; that you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven, 
Marr. v. 44. 

Hxvrocgiręs may counterfeit the children of Gop in many things, 
but they cannot love their enemies from their hearts; and yet by this 
we muſt try and know ourſelves whether we are really children of 
Gop or not. The world very eaſily, but falſly ſuppoſes this; but fin- 
cere Chriſtians find it often very hard to believe it, without a divine 
ſenſe and aſſurance of it; it coſts them many a ſore conflict: for if Sa- 
tan diſputed the Sonſhip of Car ist, much leſs will he ſpare any of us. 
But ſince a true love to the children of Gop, and to our enemies, is à 
ſure evidence of our ſtate of grace, we have our titles clear to it, though 
we ſhould walk in darkneſs, and be deſtitute of all pleaſant ſenſations. 


Now by the bowels of my Gon, Let bitter words no more be known, 

His ſharp diſt. eſs, his ſore complaints, Amongf the ſaints, the ſons of peace, 
By his laſt grones, his dying blood, | Tender and kind be all our thoughts; 

I charge my ſoul to love the ſaints, Thro' all our lives let mercy run: 
Clamour, and wrath, and war, be gone; So Gop forgives our num'rovus faults, 
Envy and fpite for eyer ceaſe x For the dear fake of Cnz15T his 8 
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7 O U avexgome unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Feruſalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general 
efſembly of the firſt-born, which are written in heaven; and to Gov the judge of 
all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfeft ; and to Jeſus the Mediator of 
Phe new covenant ; and to the blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeals better things than 
that of Abel, He B. x11. 2224. Thus is fulfilled the promiſe, Is A. xxxv. 10. 
The ranſomed of the Lok p all return, &c. See alſo Eenss. ii, 5, 6. 
PH1L, iii. 20. 
Tux members of the chnrch militant and triumphant are one body, 
of which Cyx1sT is the head; conſequently the former are as bleſſed 
here below, and, if they continue in — IST, as ſafe as the other above, 
By faith we are juſt as near and dear to ChRIST, as we can deſire; it 
is the fame even now as when we ſhall come to be more ſanctified, nay, 
if we were in heaven already. The weak children enjoy the very 
ſame love and pardon as the ſtrong ones, and are looked upon like the 
rfe& ſouls in heaven. May the Lox» but clear our hearts from un- 
belief and worldly deſires, to receive this ineſtimable treaſure, and 
give us more aſſurance of it by a lively faith. | 
The ſaints on earth and all the dead, In ſuch ſociety as this 
But one communion make; My weaty ſoul would reft : 


All join in CR ISI their living head, The man that dwells where Ir sus is, 
And of his grace partake, . Muſt be for ever bleſs'd, = 


YE fhall drive out all the inhabitants « 
out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it ſhall come to paſs that 


hoſe whach you let remain of them, ſhall be pricks in your eyes and thorns in your 
s, and ſhall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell, Nuns. xxxiv. 52, 55. Seq. 


155 fulfilled, JuDces 1. 27. chap. ii. 14. Manaſſen did not drive out the 
imabitants of Bethſhean, &c. and the Canaanites would dwell in that land; jo 
that they (the Iſraelites) could not any longer ſtand before their enemies. 

Tux very ſame is to be obſerved in the holy and ſpiritual battles of 


he Lorp. 
f at all, acquainted with the dangerous enemies in his heart, or the 


cep corruption of original fin, and fo the tempter may eaſily gain an 


acvantage over him, Experienced chriſtians guard more againſt the 


inward aſſaults of wickedneſs; they are at peace with no ſin, but keep 


ip a conſtant war with all their moſt ſubtil and darling luſts, even 
when they appear under a ſpiritual diſguiſe. O Lon p, give me grace 
never to ſpare myſelf or any of my ſinful luſts and paſſions, but to de- 


troy them without delay, as ſoon as they begin to move or ſtir, that 


taat I may not be deſtroyed by them. * 
Forgive my guilt, O Prince of peace, Furniſh me, Lox b, with heav*nly arms 
PII wound my ſoul no more: From grace's magazine, 
Hence from my heart, ye ſins, be gone; | And Vl proclaim eternal war 
For Jz843 I adore, With ev'ry darling ſin, 


the land; but if you willynot drive 


He that fights only againſt outward fins, is but very little, 


we 
10 


Tg JUNE, «4. 6.» ts 
N the begihning Gop created the heaven and the earth ; and the earth wa 
without form and void, and darkneſs was upon the ſace of the deep; and tl 
Spirit of GOD moved upon the face of the weters, Gx N. i. 1, 2. We are lis 
workmanſhip created in CarisT Jesus, Note, unto good works, not to i- 


different things; which GOD has before ordained, that we ſhould walk in 
them, Ep n. ii. 10, 


Tur krront before we can do truly good works, we muſt firſt be 
created and born anew. How is it poſſible for a man to make any pro- 
= in renovation, if a real change has not been wrought in his heart 

'e mult needs be firit iLripped of our own righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
and made ſenſible of our ſpiritual nakedneſs, poverty and nothingnas, 
by true repentance, then Bak remiſſion of ſins and be juſtified, before 
we can be ſanctiſied. Cns1sT being the vine, we muſt firſt be plantel 
in him, and draw nouriſhment and ſtrength from him, by faith. When 
it is fulfilled, © they ſhall feed and lie down on his paſture, and none 
* ſhall make them afraid,” Zee. iii. 1g, Then we ſhall be able ti» 
bring forth good fruits, and obtain victories. For it is Gop himſe} 
that thus makes us perfect in every good work, and prepares a table 
before us in the preſence of our enemies. 


Mighty Redeemer! ſet me free O, make my foul alive to thee, 
From my old ſtate of ſin; Cicate new pow'rs within, 


20 Jux E. 9 
TN the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength, Is Al. xlv. 24. 2 Cok. ii. 14. 
chap. v. ig. 


USTIFICATION through faith in CRI 7, at firſt is a very dark doct tine, hard to 
be underfiood, but afterwards we find, by experience, that it would be impctlible to be 
ſaved in any other way, and that nothing can be ſurer than this, though all mankind ſhould 
turn away from it. It will ſoon plainly appear, that all things, even our beſt perform- 
anees, are unclean in the ſight of Gop, and could not be agrceable to him in the leaſt, 
without the covering of Cyr 1sT's righteouſneſs. Thus we are brought to ſubmit entirely 
to Chz1sST, and at laſt to look upon ourſelves wholly juſt:fied through him, which alone 
produces reſt, ſtrength, and a gentle ſpirit, the true image of CHRIST. 

In vain do we expect to effect this by the perſu- ſions of cur natural te- ſon, or the ſtrong 
reſolutions of a generous mind, It is only to keep us off from earneſtly wreſtling in 
prayer, if by our own ſtrength ſometimes we are able to maſter our aff:&ions, But this 
is only a building of our own. The form of godlineſs we have without its power: we 
deceive our own ſouls, Nothing can be pleaſing in the fight of Go p, and profit us at the 
laſt day, but what he works himſelf, Away therefore with all theſe doings of our own, 
Let us acknowledge the weakneſs and nothingneſs of our ſtrength, and apply in our 
poor, blind, naked, loſt and miſerable condition to the righteouſneſs of CHRIS T's blood 
then we ſhall alſo find power and dominion over fin, Is AI. xxxiu. 24. 


Our righteouſneſs and ftrength is found 


Sinners ſhall hear the ſonnd; 
In thee the Lon p alone. 


Their thankfal tongues ſhall own, 


a 172 ) 
N the day of my trouble I will call upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, 
Psa LM Ixxxvi. 8. Gop's anſwer ; Then fhalt thou call, and the Lox 
Hall anſwer ; thou ſhalt cry, and he fhall ſay, Here I am, 1s AI. lviii. 9. The 
Los p is rich unto all who call upon him; and it ſhall come to paſs, that who- 
foever ſhall call upon the name of the Lox D ſhall be ſaved ; (this, to the com- 
fort of the weak, is ſeveral times repeated in ſcripture, Joꝝ 11. 32. 
Ac rs ii. 21. Rom. x. 12, 13, 19.) Therefore when the righteous cry, the 
Lord heareth them, and delivereth then; out of all their troubles, PSALM xxxiv. 
18. The Lon o ts nigh unto all that call upon him, Palm cxlv. 18. The 
Prayer of a T1ghteous man availeth much, JAMES v. 16. 


O crornovs promiſe ! how can Gop deny me any thing now that 
T pray for? He has paſſed his word for it; his Son has purchaſed it; 
the holy Spirit inſpires the prayer; the word holds it forth, and the 
prayer of faith lays hold of it, and actually receives it. Prayer is the 
mouth of faith. If thou wilt have much, © open thy mouth wide, 
and it ſhall be filled.” Who then ſhould not be ſtirred up to pray 
much! O what fooliſhneſs is this, that we have nothing, but may ob- 
_ tan all from Gop, and yet are ſo loth to pray much and pray right. 


Cop knows the pains his ſervants feel, | And their beſt wiſhes to fulfil, 
He hears his children cry; = - His grace is ever nigh, 4 


22 JUNE, (: 13 3 


OSEPH faid unto his brethren, Come near to me, I fray vou, &e. Tam 
7 Joſephi your brother, whom ye fold into Egypt : now be not angry with your- 
felves, that ye fold me hither ; for Gov did fend me before for to preſerve your 
fe, GERN. xlv. 4, 5. In like manner does CuR1sr ſpeak to his brethren; 
0 Ephraim, what fhall I do unto thee? O Fudah, what fla I do unt thee ? 
for your goodneſs is as a morning cloud, &c. Hos. vi. 4. That thou mayeſt 
remember and be confounded, and never more open thy mouth becauſe of thy 
ſhame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou haſt done, Ex Rx. 
xvi. 6g. 

Wr muſt never offer to vindicate or extenuate our failings and fins, 
but rather be aſhamed and humbly confeſs our guilt. Thus the Loap 
not only pardons our tranſgreſſions, but even makes them turn to our 
advantage, and clears us often from the moſt intricate difhculties into 
which we have run ourſelves. He averts the offence given by our A 
faults, and orders them to the good of others, that theymuſt ſerve to their 
improvement, or at leaſt do them no harm. O the riches of his grace! lM 


What mortal power from things unclean | Yet, mighty Gop, thy wond'rous love, 
Can pure productions bring? Can make our nature clean 
Who can command 2 vital ſtream While Cyz15sT and grace prevail above 


From an infected ſpring # The tempter, death and ſin, 
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- 


Th ULY Gon ts good to Ifr2el, even to fuck as are of a pure heart, PsaLy 
Ixx111. 1. Dearly beloved, I befeech you, as ſtrangers and pilgrims, abſtain 
from flefhly luſts, which war againſt the foul, 1 PET. ii. 11, 


TurxETORE, ſays Luther on this paſſage, a conſtant conflict is re- 
quired, to ſubdue not only the groſſer ſort of carnal luſts, but even the 
- moſt ſubtil motions againſt the Spirit, which alſo war againſt the ſoul, 
He that yields his members inſtruments of fin, wounds and deſtroys 
himſelf with his own ſword, and fights at the ſame time againſt Gop 
with his own weapons, O the unnatural madneſs! Conſequently if 
we would not be killed by our luſts, we muſt kill them ; though not 
by our own power or anger, but by the Spirit of Gop. O Loxp, make 
me ſenſible of their wiles, and earneſt in the conflict. 


Thus ſhall we beſt proclaim abroad Whilſt juſtice, temp”rance, truth and love, 
The honours of our Saviour-Gop ; Our inward piety approve, 
When the ſalvation reigns within, 1 ſoirits 

yy" , : eligi ars our- ſpirits up 
A While we expect that bleſſed hope, 
Our fleſh and ſenſe muſt be deny'd, The bright appearance of the Lord, 


Paſſion and envy, luſt and pride; ' And faith ſtands leaning on his word. 


I 


F24 JUNE, 
F God be for us, who can be againſt us; hs who ſpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how fhall he not with him freely give us all 
things? Even his holy Spirit, which he promiſed us fo often, and is 
purchaſed already by CnRIsT, Luxz xi. 5—13. Who ſhall lay any thing 
to the charge of Goop's elef?? It is Gop that juſtifieth, who ts he that con- 
| demneth ? It is CuR ISH that died, yea, rather, that is riſen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us, Rom, viii. 31—34. 
wit alſo helþeth our inſermil ies, for we know not what to pray 
or as we ought ; but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for us with gronings, 
uch cannot be uttered, ver. 26, See alſo the 15th and 16th verſes of this 


Likewife the Sþ 


hapter. 


\\ 


— 


2 \ Upon a throne of love, 


Tus Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt being for me, nay, mine 
wn, all that belongs to them, even the whole heaven is mine; and 
e pours down continually the bleflings of his grace, for the never- 
aling interceſſions and cryings of CuRIST's blood; for, through my 
ediator and Miniſter of the true tabernacle, my prayer aſcends to 
op, and all the fulneſs of Gon deſcends to me. O that only my heart 
s always wide open to receive the ſame, 

ome, let us lift our joyful eyes 


Up to the courts above, 


d ſmile to ſee our Father there 
9 
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The peaceful gates of heav* nly blifs 
Arg open'd by the Son; 

High let us raiſe our notes of praiſe, 

And reach th' almighty throne, 


— — . —— — ·— — 


25 JUNE. +2666 1 es hi 
Eturn, thou backſliding Ifrael, faith the Lox p; and I will not cauſe ming 
anger to fall upon you; for 1 am merciful, faith the Lox p, and I will 
not keep anger for ever, IR iii. 12. Thou haſt received gifts for men, yea, 
for the rebellious alſo, that the Lox» Gop might duell among them, Ps Alx 
Ixviii. 19. My covenant will I not break or alter, PS$a1M.Ixxxix, 95, 
See alſo what in Per. iii. 2 1. is ſaid of our baptiſmal covenant, and 


Luk xv. of the 1 ſon, how his father went out to meet him, 
when he returned. 


Evas when we do not ſeek Gop yet, but flee from him, he ſeeks 
and longs for us already, ſhewing us the miſery of 'our condition, and 
drawing us to his Son, Why ſhould he not receive us now, whe 
we by his drawings come to him, through CHRIST, earneſtly ſeekingf 
him, and inſtead of fleeing from him, flee to him, What mother wil 
not willingly receive her once loſt, but now returning child again ? 


Who can deſcribe the joys that riſe The Son with joy looks down and ſees 
Thro' all the courts of paradiſe, The purchaſe of his agonies, 
To ſee a prodigal return, The Soiri i ; 
| - pirit takes delight to view 
To ſee an heir of glory born? The holy foul he form'd anew ; 
With joy the Father doth approve And ſaints and angels join to fing _ 
be fruit of his eternal love; 1 The growing empire of their King. 


4M 


26 JUNE, Cy" | 
A NO the inhabitants ſhall not ſay, I am fick + the people that dwell therein 
ſhall rr their iniquity, Isal. XXX111, 24, See allo Psain 


cxxx. 4. EZ Ek. xvi. 63. LUKE vii. 1 JOHN ii. 1, 2. 


In theſe paſſages we ſee that a right belief of the remiſſion of ſins, 
or of juſtification, conſtrains us moſt of all things to fear and love Gon, 
which cannot fail of producing true holineſs. This faith of a believer 
hanging upon grace, and fixing its eye on Car15T alone, as if there 
was nothing good in him yet, ſince all is really but very imperfect; 
Wil both keeps him in reſt and joy, and makes him willing and able to run 
die chriſtian race; whereas a reliance on works and experiences, pro- 
a | duce nothing but unbelief, uncaſineſs, uncertainty and weakneſs: good 
works and gracious experiences are very comfortable and encouraging, 
but are not to be depended upon. | 


| There i a voice of ſoy'reign grace Stretch out thine arm, victorious King, 
Sounds from the ſacred word; My reigning fins ſubdue 
O!] ye deſpairing ſinners, come Drive the o!d dragon from his ſeat, 
And truſt upon the Lox p. | And form my ſoul anew, 
My ſoul obeys th' almighty call, A guilty, weak, and helpleſs worm, 
And runs to this relief ; On thy kind arms I fall: 
1 would believe thy promiſe, Lon v; Be thou my ſtrength and righteonſneſe, 
O! help my unbelief. | a 


| My Jzsus and my all, - 
| - Y N * 


"a 


27 JUNE. 6178) 

. ET your loins be girded about, and your lights burning, and ye yourſelves 
— like unto men that wait for their Lon D. Bl-fſed are thoſe ſervants, whom 
the Lok D when he comes, ſhall find watching; verily I ſay unto you, that he fhall 
gird himfelf, and male them to fit down to meat, and will come forth and ſerve 
them ; but that ſervant who knew his Lp« D's will, and prepared not himfelf, 
netther did according to his will, fhall be beaten with many firipes ; for unto 
zwhomfoever much is given, of him ſhall be much required, LUKE xii. 35, 37, 
47, 48. See allo Join xiii. 27, chap. xv. 14. | 


SurrxR me never, O my dear Saviour, to be lukewarm, careleſs 
and drowſy again; make me evermore vigilant and zealous in draw- 
ing the neceſſary ointment and oil of the ſpirit from thy bleſſed name, 
that I may be always ready, and the light of my faith and love may be 
burning clearer every day. Let me not be fo fooliſh as to put off my 
Preparation to future times, but do thou prepare me every hour, 


Amen. | 
My drouſy pow'rs, why ſleep ye ſo? | How careleſs to ſecure that crown 
Awake, my ſluggiſh ſoul ! He purchas'd with his blood ! 
Nothing has half thy work to do, 14 | ; 2% a. 
* 0RD, ſhall we lie fo ſluggiſh ſtill 
Vet nothing's half fo dull. And never act our parts : 


We for whom Gop the Son came down | Come, holy dove, from th" heavenly hill, 
And labour'd for our good; 1 And fit and warm our hearts, I 


LP ww 


28 June. ( 99 J 


BE content with fuch things as ye have, HEB, xiii. g. rejoicing in Jope 


(of eternity) Rom. xii. 12. 


A TRUE believer being content, is not much concerned about tem- 
poral things. Perhaps he is more afraid of worldly proſperity, goods 
and money, than of calamities and lofſes; which ſometimes diſturb him 
leſs than the former. He knows that the hand of Gop, who ſupplies 
him alone, having the whole world and all its treaſures at his diſpoſal, 
can eahly command another's mind, if one fails. The Lord is his 
portion, therefore, ſays his ſoul, will I hope in him, La. iii. 24. 


My ſoul forſakes her vain delights, Where pleaſure rolls its living flood, 
And bids the world farewel ; From fin and droſs refin'd, 

Baſe as the dirt beneath my feet, Still ſpringing from the throne of God, 
And miſ- hievous as hell, And fit to chear the mind. 

There's nothing round this ſpacious _ Had I the pinions of a dove, 
That ſuits my large defire ; I'd climb the heav'nly road; 

To boundleſs joy and folid mirth There fits my Saviour dreſs'd in love, 
My nobler thoughts aſpire. | And there my ſmiling Goo, 
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} ET no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which 1s 
good to the uſe of edifying, that it may minifler grace unto the hearers : 
and grieve not the holy Spirit of Gov. Let not filthinefs be once named among 
Jour nor fooliſſi talling, nor jeſting, which are not convenient, Er h. iv. 29, 
chap. v. 4. 
3 words are hurtful words; they grieve the holy Spirit, deſtroy 
what power has been obtained by prayer, and caule nothing but levity 
and diſtraction of mind. Let this be a caution againſt talking too much; 
for if it does not tend to the glory of God, it is nothing dut corrupt 
communication. May all chriſtians take heed to refrain their tongues, 
and never ſpeak unadviſedly, but always conſider firſt whether their 
words can be profitable to others, and acceptable to Gop in heaven, 
O Loa bp, teach me by thy wiſdom to put a lock to my mouth, and to 
weigh every word like gold, Let my heart and lips be moved and 
governed by thy holy Spirit, that both my ſilence and talking may be 
according to thy will and direction. Grant that I may always chiefly 
converſe with thee in prayer and thankſgiving, for the good of my 
own ſoul and others. And whenever 1 am to open my lips in due 
time, let my words be ſo ſeaſoned and bleſſed as to adminiſter grace to 


the hearers. 
So let our lips and lives expreſs So let our words and virtues ſhine 


The holy goſpel we profeſs ; To prove the doctrine all divine, 
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30 JUNE. 1 


L ET us not be weary in well doing: for in due feaſon we ſhall reap, of we 
faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good, GAL. vi. 9. 


Ricnxs and goods are not given unto us to heap them up, to take 
delight in the counting of them, and to ſully both our hands and hearts 
at once with the ſame. In telling our money we might well pray, 
Lox p, keep me from covetouſneſs; teach me ſo to reckon my money 
in faith as never to beſmear my heart, as it does my fingers; and make 
me wiſe and willing to do good in time, that I may improve all oppor- 
tunities and gifts, to the heſt and eternal purpoſes; and may not neg- 
lect or miſapply any. What more precious in the whole univerſe than 
time? Every minute is a part of eternity, which, if well ſpent, 0 
a glorious fruit in heaven. It is a thouſand pities that they ſhould 
often ſo ſhamefully be trifled away, or not redeemed enough to the 
ſowing of a good ſeed for eternity. O the dreadful loſs of ſo many 
ee hours, of which we cannot reap a bleſſed ſruit in the world 
to come! 


Life is the time that God has giv'n Then what my thoughts defign to do, 
To 'ſcape from hell and fly to hegv'n 5 | My hands, with all your might purſue z 
The day of grace; and mortals may Since no device, nor work is found, 
Secure the bleſſings of the day. Nor faith, nor hope, beneath the ground, 


MY 


1 Jury, (482 } "op 


EACH me todo thy will, for thou art my Gov : thy Spintt is good; lead 
me into the land of uprig hinefs, PsALM cxliii. 10. Divine anſwer; Hie 
that has mercy on them, fhall lead them, even by the ſprings of water ſhall he 
guide them, Is a1. xlix. 10. I will bring the blind by of way that they know 
not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known : 1 i make darkneſs 
light before them, and crooked things ſtraigit. Theje things will I do unto them, 
and not forfake them, chap. xlii. 16. ‚ 


' Berievinc ſouls, reſting on the merits of Cusisr, do not make it 
their buſineſs legally to fulfil the law, and yet are always doing the 
works of the law. Nay, being ſenſible of their blindneſs, ſaying, 
„Neither do we know what to do:“ they give themſelves willingly 
and entirely up to their heavenly leader, to be guided into all his ways 
and ſteps only at his pleaſure, praying continually even in the Icaſt 
things, 


In thee I truſt, to thee J ſigh, Tf ſnares and foes beſet the road, 
And lift my heavy foul on high ; ] flee to hide me near my Gov, 
For thee fit waiting all the day, 


And wear the tireſom hours away, Teach me to ds thy boly will, 


And lead me to thy heav'nly hill; 
Break off my fetters, LozD, and ſhow, I Let the good Spirit of thy love 
Which is the path my feet ſhall 80; Conduct me to thy courts above. 


UL. 4 


Tube therefore endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier 0 I Cunisr. No mar 
that warreth intangles himſelf with the affairs of this life, 2 T1. ii. g, 4. 


Ou way lying here through many tribulations, ſorrows and vexa- 
tions, O what need have we then always to abide in Cx ISH our peace, 
quietly and faithfully to keep to his word, and to be inſtant in prayer. 
Thus we ſhall certainly be delivered at laſt, though we were in the 
utmoſt ſtraits. Nay, every thing, even the ſufferings themſelves, are 
nothing but ſalvation and a ſowing for eternity, which we muſt look 
for and depend upon. 5 | 


When I can read my title clear Let cares like a wild deluge come, 
To manſions in the ſkies, And ftorms of ſorrow fall; : 
J bid farevel to ev'ry fear, May I but ſafely reach my home, 
And wipe my wegping eyes. | My God, my heav'n, my all: 
Should earth agaioft my ſoul engage, There ſhall I bathe my weary ſoul 
And helliſh darts be hurl'd, In ſeas of heav'nly reſt, 
Thea 1 can ſmile at Satan's rage, And not a wave of trouble roll 
And face a frowning world, | Acrols my peaceful breaſt, 
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FEY, 184 P 
EARN of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart ; and ye fhall find reft 
unto your fouls, Marr. xi. 29, Be clothed with humility, for God reſiſts 
the proud, and gives grace to the humble. Humble yourſelves therefore under the 
mighty hand of Gop, that he may exalt you in due time, 1 PET. v. 5, 6. 


i 
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Svcn as are haughty and ſelf. conceited, ruſh againſt the mighty hand 
of Gop, and deſtroy themſelves : but thoſe that bow and humble un- 
der it, will be protected by the ſame, Whatever {kill of learning and 
demonſtration we may acquire in the ſchools of human ſciences, if 
we do not learn to be lowly in heart, and dead to the world, the ſcrip- 
ture does not allow us to be truly wiſe and enlightened, but calls us 
poor, blind, miſerable, worldly ſtudents of glory,” Prov. xi. 2. 
1 Cox. iſt and iid chapters. Therefore St Auſtin ſays, The more a 
& man dies to this world, the more is he enlightened,” 

Lon b, if thou the grace impart, | Pleas'd with all the Lox p provides, 
Poor in ſpirit, meek in heart, Wean'd from all the world beſides, 


I ſhall as my Maſter be, 


Rooted in humility, Father, fix my ſoul on thee, 


Ev'ry evil let me flee; 
Simple, teachable, and mild, Nothing want beneath, above; 
Chang's into a little child; | Happy in thy precious love. 


4 JULY. ( 
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> Fg VE the Lox, all ye his faints, PSALM Xxxi. 23. 


Ir is highly neceſſary for all, even the moſt religious, but eſpecially 
for young people, to avoid a familiar converſation with perſons of the 
other ſex. The corruption of our nature being too great, and the 
enemy too cunning, it may, at leaſt, produce an addictedneſs mcon- 
iſtent with the love of Cur1sT, and have a bad appearance; which 
will be matter of grief to the righteous, and of ſlander to the wicked. 
But to cleave only to CuR1sT is the beſt preſervative againſt the love 


of creatures, 


Come, holy Spirit, heav'nly dove, 
With all thy quick' ning pow'rs, 

Kindle a flame of ſacred love 
In theſe cold hearts of ours, 


Look how we grovel here below, 
Fond of theſe trifling toys ; 

Our ſouls can neither fly nor grow 
To reach eternal joys, 


Dear Log p! and ſhall we ever live 
At this poor dying rate? 

Our love ſo faint, ſo cold to thee, 
And thine to us ſo gteat. 


Come, holy Spirit, heav'nly dove, 

With a. thy quick*ning pow'ts ; 
Come ſhed abroad a Saviour's love, 
And that ſhall Kindle ours, 


OR by thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou ſhall be 
condemned, MATT. xii. 37. 


Fo 


Tux general bent and turn of a man's diſcourſe, is a ſure index to 
the diſpoſition of his mind; for © out of the abundance of the heart 
e the mouth ſpeaketh.” Other outward marks may be imitated ; but 
to offend not in tongue, to be free from detraction and boaſting, to 
ſpeak the truth in love, to © let no corrupt communication” (nothing 
contrary to peace or holineſs) © proceed out of the mouth ;” this is the 
finger of GOD. Here the Hypocrite and Formaliſt always fail. Let 
us earneſtly pray for grace to bridle the tongue. O Lox, ſet a 
* watch upon my mouth, keep the doors of my lips; that I may 


never bring a reproach upon my profeſſion, by ſpeaking proud, falſe, 
fooliſh or cenſorious words, 


The tongue, that moſt unruly pow'r, LoxD ! can a feeble helpleſs worm 
Requires a ſtrong reſtraint : Perform a taſk fo hard! 
We muſt be watchful ev'ry hour, Thy grace muſt all the work perform, 


And pray, but never faint, * And give the free reward, 


6 Jur. ee 


2 00 SE them and bring them unto me; ald if any fay ought unto you, ye 

ye fuall jay, The Look hath neg! of them, and /traightway he will ſend 
them, Marr. Xxi. 2, g. The Spirt® of the Lox D came mightily upon him, 
and the cords that were upom his rms became as flax that was burnt with fire, 


and hig bands looje! from off hig hands, Jo DES xv. 14. 

Tavs the Spirit of the Lo: makes us free from all ſpiritual bonds; 
for © where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty,“ 2 Cos. iii. 17. 
Though I was torn from CHRIST by the enemy; yet as a robber he 
gets no right to me, Cuxrtsr does not give up for this reaſon his right, 
which he has to me on ſo many accounts; and as ſoon as I am willing 
by his grace to give up myſelf to him, and deſire to be delivered from 
12 power o. Satan, he vindicates and ſaves me as his property; I am 

Satan loſes hischold, and nothing in the world can withheld me 
rom him. All he fetters muſt fall off. 


What tho' the hof'e of death ar hell | My Gop has broke the ſerpent's teeth, 
All arm'd 2gainit me ftoo4, And death bas loſt his ſting, 

Terrors no more — ſhake my foul; | Salvatios to the Lox belongs, 
My refuge ih my Gov, | His arm alone can ſave: 

Ariſe, O Logo, ful thy grace,  Blefflings attend thy people here, 
While I thy 8 ling ; | And reach beyond the grave, 


ULY, 


2 COR. v. 17, 18—21. 


188 ) 
ARE you a new heart and a new ſpirit, Ex EEk. xviii. 31. See alſo 


Mary are converted, but not entirely to Cukisr, and from their 
own righteouſneſs, ſo as to be truly ſenſible of their wickedneſs and 
abomination, and earneſtly to flee to CyurisrT for reconciliation and 
righteouſneſs ; and therefore never get their hearts changed, but con- 
tinue on in their mere outward moral ſtate year after year, O Lonp, 
let me daily receive a word from thee, to nouriſh and ſtrengthen my 
foul, fo as to be renewed, daily by it more and more. 


O for an heart to love my Gop ! 

An heart from fin ſet free; 
An heart that always feels the blood, 
So freely fled for me 


An heart refign'd, ſubmiſſive, meek, 
My gear Redeemer's throne ; 


Where only Chir 16T is heard to ſpeak, 


Wheie Jesvus reigns alone. 


| 


| 


An humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
Believing, true and clean; 

Which neither life, nor death can part 
From him that dwells within, 


An heart in ev'ry thought renew'd, 
And fill'd with love divine; 

Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
A copy, Lox p, of thine, 


& > & > cl { ' "Wy 
Artha, Martha, thoꝶ art caveful and troubled about many things, LUKE x. 41. 
Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the iſues of Affe, 


Prov. iv. 2g. 


As the virtue of a ſtrong ſpiritous liquor evaporates by degrees in a 
vial which is not cloſely ſtopped, m hke manner the life and power 
of the ſpirit inſenſibly vaniſhes away, if the heart is not kept with all 
diligence, Of the former remains wm water ; of the latter, nothing 
but the form of religion; or perbaps ſome falſe principles and errors 
are crept in. Therefore many mult be tried and ſifted, that they may 
know, like Hezekiah, what is in their hearts, 2 CHRON, XXX11. 31. con- 
ſequently, what more needful, than to take heed to our own ſpirit, and 
to keep cloſe to the written word; for as the latter times draw nearer, 
the more plauſible will errors and ſeducements appear both on your 
right hand and on your left, to be drawn off from the truth, either by 
the falſe worldly prudence, or the pretended ſpiritual form of fanatics? 


O Lon b, permit me not to be | IT would obey the voice divine, 

A ſtranger to myſelf and thee ; And all Infertor things reſign. 

Amidit a thouſand thoughts I rove, | Be earth with all her ſcenes withdrawn; 
Forgetful of my higheſt love. | Let noiſe and vanity be gone: 

Call me away from fleſh and ſenſe, In ſecret filence of the mind, * 
One ſov' reigu word can draw me hence; ] My beav'n and there my God I fine. 
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Y foul thirfteth after thee as a barren land, Ps ALM cxliii. 6. Let him 
that is athirſt come, and whoſoever will let him take the water of life freely, 
Rev. xxii. 17. any man i/:r/t, let him come unto me and drinks He that 
believes on me, as the ſcripture has ſaid, out of has belly ſhall flow 17ers of living 


water, JOHN vii. 37, 38. 


Wurx thou art ſo dry and barren, examine thyſelf cloſely what 
may be the cauſe; atk pardon for all offences, and take care to mend 
them. And though thou ſhouldeſt not find any thing particular, yet 
humble thyſelf deeply before the Lox ; but at the ſame time remem- 
ber that thou art accepted, beloved, juſt and bleſſed in CnxisT; and 
in this diſpoſition quietly wait the returns of ſome new drops of living 
water = race; but be alſo ſure afterwards to cheriſh and make a 
right uſe of them. Thus thou ſhalt be like a watered garden, IsA1, 
Iviii, It. 

For thee I thirſt, O Lox p, I mourn; Shall all my joys on earth remove ? 
Whea will thy ſmiling face return ? And Gop for ever hide his love? 


Nw W E KR, 
Ho ! ye that pant for living ſtreams, Rivers of love and mercy here 
And pine away and die In a rich ocean join; 
Here you may quench your raging thirſt Salvation in abundance flows, 


With ſprings that never dry, Like floods of milk and wine. 


10 JULY. | ( 


M Y foul watteth upon Gon: from him comes my Fg: he 1s only my 
defence, I fhall not be greatly moved. Therefore, truſt in him at all 


times, ye people, pour out your heart 
PSALM Ixii. 2, 3, 9. 


THE more quiet, patient, believing, faithful, ardent and ſingle we 
are, the ſooner we ſhall ſee the ſalvation and victory of the Logo. 
Double-minded ſouls have the greateſt ſtruggle, and the ſiothful muſt 
tarry the longer, Sometimes, it 1s true, though we are faithful, yet we 
mult cry out, O Lox p, how long?” Psarim vi. 4. But nevertheleſs 


he always hears and delivers u 


directly, but ſeem to ſuffer continually. In heaven we ſhall certainly 


ſee it, and reap the bleſſed fruits 


My ſpirit looks to Gop alone; 
My rock and refuge is his throne 
In all my fears, in amy ſtraits, 
My ſoul on his ſalvation waits. 


Truſt him, ye ſaints, in all your ways; 


Pour out your hearts before his face: 


191 ) 


s before him. Gop à refuge for us, 


s, though we do not ſee and feel it 


of all our afflictions and prayers, 


When helpers fail, and foes invade, 
Gov is our all-ſufficient aid. 


For ſov'reigr pow'r reigns not alone, 
Grace is a partner of the throne : 
Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Logo, 
| Shall well divide our laſt reward, 
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JT HAVE been young, and now am old : yet I have not feen the righteous 
* forſaken, nor his feed begging their bread, PSALM xxxvii. 25. 

Sweet declaration! encouraging experience! Ihe Los p indeed careth 
for the righteous ; for thoſe, who having ſeen the want of mercy, rely 
for it upon the promiſe of Gop, that there is forgiveneſs with him, for 
the obedience unto death of JESUS CHRIST. He hath promiſed, that 
& he will never leave, nor forſake them—that he will withhold from 
” them no manner of thing that is good. He careth alſo for their ſeed; 
ſio that they ſhall not beg their — He frequently provides for 
them, when their parents are no more, in ſuch unexpetted ways, that 
many who ſeq are conitrained to acknowledge, “ this is the Lokp's 

« doing.” And ſamętimes, while they are living, he brings bread to 

- their mouths, and alſo furniſhes them with opportfinitigs to hear of, 
and ſeek for the bread which came down from heaven, and which en- 
dureth*unto everlaſting life; thus ſnatching them, as it were, from the 
jaws of ignorance and deſtruction. O Lox, if mine ears have.heard 
if mine eyes have ſeen—and more. eſpecially if I partake of ſuch 
bleſſings—may I gratefully own, that thou art a Gop keeping covenant 
and mercy ; and make this ul of thy faithfulneſs, a ground of re- 
liance upon thee for all needful promiſed bleſſings! help me to do my 
part - to caſt all my care on thee—and endeavour by prayer, inſtruction 
and example, that thy goodneſs may be ſanctified to my ſeed, that we 
may live together here and hereafter, tothe praiſe of the gloryof thy grace. 


r Rk is; 
Ot: 3 according to has glorious power, Cor. i. 11. 


O mr ſoul, what encouraging words are theſe! How full of mean 
ing! The Loxd our righteouſneſs, is the Loxv our ſtrength, He is 


near at hand, believer, to $5T&EBNGTHEN thee, according to thy need. 


Not in one or two reſpects, but with all might, with a ſupply ſuited 
to every various occaſion, and that to the utmoſt, anſwerable to what 
may be expected from the exertion of “ his own glorious power.” 
Happy ſtate of the believer in Jesvs ; though ſeeb himſelf, ſur⸗ 
rounded with enemies, and exerciſed with a sontinual warfare, he 
ſhall not be overpowered ; for the promiſe and the arm of God is on * 
his fide, He is in alliance offenſive and defenſive. with Him who” 
can do what he pleaſes; and he ſhall therefors be © made more than 
* n through him who has loved him.“ | 


Let me but hear my Saviour ſay, 1 glory in inßrmity, 2 
_ * Strength. ſhall be equal to thy day; That Cn 167'sown pow Wu, on met 
Then I rejoice in deep diſtteſa, When I am weak, then am I ſtrong, 
Leaning on all-ſofficient grace. I | Gnce is my thiekd 8 my ſong. 
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MY” beloved ie mine, and I am luis, CAN r. ii. 16. Divine anſwer; I will 

| betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteouf- 
neſs, and in judgment, and in loving-kindneſs. IT will even betroth thee unto 
me in faithfulneſs, and thou fhalt know the Lox D, Hos. ii. 19, 20. 


By faithin the blood of Car1sr we are accepted, and cloſely united 
to him as our bridegroom, By that we daily eat his fleſh, drink his 
blood, and are ſprinkled all over; ſince even the beſt of our works, 
our prayers and other performances, ſtill want it continually; as ap- 

- pears from the type, HB. ix. 19—21. where it is ſaid, that All the 

veſſels of the miniſtry, and even the book was ſprinkled,” 


Hark the Redeemer from on high, Dear Lon p, our thankful heart receives 
- Sweetly invites his fav'rites nigh ; The hope thy invitation gives: 
From caves of darkneſs and of doubt To thee our joyful lips ſhall raiſe 
He gently ſpeaks, and calls us out, | The voice of prayer and of praiſe, 
% My fifter and my ſpouſe, he cries, I am my love's, and he is mine; 
Bound to my heart by various ties; Our hearts, our hopes, our paſſions join; 
Thy pow'tful love my heart detains Nor let a motion, nor a word,. 


In iropg delight and pleahing chains. | Nor thought ariſe to grieve py Lon vb. 
| G G 8 
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WP HEN thou faidft, See ye my face; my heart ſaid unto thee, Thy face, 

Lox, will I feek, Ps AIM Xxviii. 8. I am thine, ' fave me: for I have 
fought thy. precepts, Ps ll. cxix. 94. Divine anſwer; They who feek me 
early, ſhall find me, Prov. vii. 17. The humble ſhall fee this and be glad, 
and your hearts ſhatl live that feek Gop, Ps u Ixix. 32. Seek and you all 
find, Marr. vii. 8, And whoever finds me, finds life, PROV, viii. 35. For 
I am the life, Joux xiv. 6. 


Sucn arguments and intreaties we may uſe with Gon, to ſtrengthen us in faith: he 
does not want them, but we do; and he is well picaſed, when we take him at his word. 
For if we would not draw near to Gop in praver till our hearts were quickened, perhaps 
we might never come to it, Therefore we muſt not indulge ourſelves in ſuck a tate f 
dulneſs, but rather put a force upon ourſelves, and pray againſt our natural inclination. 
Being faithful and inftant in this, we ſhall certainly have our affect ions wa med, and great 
power and bleſſings given from above, that our hearts may live, O Los p, I plead thy 
precious promiſes and all thy former deliverances, Thou canſt not deny thy word; 1 am 
a child of thy "covenant, and thou haſt laid thyſelf under an obligation to help me our, 


nay to abide, to live and reign in me, that I may not grieve and loſe thee any more by 
my fins, 


Lon o, I addreſs thy heav'nly throne : There ſhe1 thy choiceſt love abroad, 1 
Call me a child of thine: And make my comforts ftrone ; | 2 

Send down the Spirit of thy Son Then ſhall I fay z My Father. Goo, 0 i 
To form my heart divine. With an unwav'ring tongue, 4-39 


0 2 
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O M. Gov, I truft in thee; let me not be aſhamed, PSA l. xxv. 2. In thee, 


Lon, do I hoe thou wilt hear, O Lord my Gop, PsAL. xxxviii. 
15. Let none that wait on thee be aſhamed, PSAL, xxv. g. Divine anfwer; 


Hope makes not aſliamed, Rom. v. 5. They that truſt in ie LorD 3 
mount Zion, which abideth for ever, PSAL CXXV. 1. Pray for help, and 


though it tarry, wait for it; becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry, 
Has, ii. 3. Then thou ſhalt know, &. IsA1. xlix. 3g. 


Dozs Gov delay his promiſes, and the enemy raiſe a ſuſpicion againſt 
his faithfulneſs ? remember that it is ſaid, WAIT. Thou art Rill i in 
being, and ſhalt be a witneſs to Gop's faithfulneſs. If he was not 
faithful and true, he could not be Gop. His faithfulneſs is eternal, 
and as ſure and great as himſelf; above all our thoughts. Thou ſhalt 
at laſt the more gloriouſly experience it, and not be aſhamed : ſooner 
ſhall: heaven and earth paſs away. * He keeps truth for ever,” 
PSALM cxlvi. 6. 

Happy che man whoſe hopes rely © His truth for ever ſtands ſecure: | 
On lirael's Gop: He made the ky, He ſaves th' oppreſt, he feeds the poor; 


And earth and ſeas, with all their train; | He ſends the lab'ring conſcience peace, 
And none ſhall find his promiſe vain : And grants the pris ner ſweet releaſe, 


16 JUL x. 1 
AND 1, if 7 be lifted up from the earth, wil! draw all men unto me, 


Joann xii. 32. 


Tuts he ſpoke of his death. It is the remembrance of his cruel 
ſhameful death, what he ſuffered, ſaid and finiſhed, when he hung 
naked and wounded upon the croſs, that efle&ually captivates the 
ſinner's heart to himſelf, The-ſharpeſt convittions, if not relieved by 
this fight, will never teach the heart to love. The ſtrongeſt reſolu- 
tions, unleſs made with this bleeding objett 1 in view, will melt away 
like ſnow. But a crucified Saviour is a powerful magnet indeed; 
multitudes have bcen drawn by it, from ſin to holineſs, from Satan 


* ———— — — 
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to Gop, from earth to heaven. 1 
1 

Was it for crimes that I have done, But drops of grief can ne er repay þ 
He gron'd upon the tree? The debt of love I owe; 
Amazing pity ! grace unknown! Here, LozD, I give myielf away, :Y 


And love beyond degree! "Tis all that I can do. 


. 
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L VE feeleth not her own, is not emily provoked, and never faileth, 


1 Cok. xili. 5, 8, 


Ir being my heart's deſire, O my dear heavenly father, onee to love 
thee and my neighbour uprightly andardently, I beg that thou wouldeſt 
let me know and enjoy thy love in Cirist, which is the only means 
to come to the ſame: for how can [ poſſibly be cold and hard, When 
reſting at the croſs of Cux1sr, and in thy boſom, I enjoy thy free 
grace, and truly experience thine infinite love towards me, the moſt 
miſerable and chieſeſt of ſinners? O may this melt down, and change 
me thoroughly ! 


Had I the tongues of Greeks and Jews, Shou'd I diſtribute all my fore 
And nobler ſpeech than angels uſe, To feed the bowels of the poor, 

If xove be abſent, I am found Or give my-body to the flame 
Like tinkling braſs, an empty ſound, To gain a martyr's glorious name; 


Were I inſpir'd to preach, and tell If zovx to Gop and Love to men 
All that is done in heav'n and hell, Be abſent, all my hopes are vain: 

Or cou'd my faith the world remove, Nor tongues, nor gifts, nor fiery zeal, 
Still 1 am wanting without Lovz, | The work of Love'can c'er fulfil, 
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[JNTO thee, 0 Lon o; do I lift up my foul, PsALM'xxv..1. Divine ay- 
{wer ; Thou haft heard the defire of the humble, thou wilt prepare their 


heart, thou wilt cauſe thine ear to hear, PSALM x. 7. 


Farrn*only defires Carisr, and does neither delight in the gain, 
nor grieve much at the loſs of temporal things ; but, as Luther ſays, 
Faith through an earneſt defire for CuxISr and his word, rifes above 
all creatures, and overcomes all worldly pleaſures and fears.“ And 
this being the work of Goo, will certainly be accompliſhed ; nay, is 
looked upon as really accompliſhed already in our delires and endea- 
vours after it; in the ſame manner as evil deſires are reckoned for 
deeds in the fight of Gop, though they never proceeded to'overt-atts, 


I cannot bear this abſence, Lord; Yet I will ſtay my Father's time, 
My life expires if thou depart : And hope and wait for heav'n a while, 


Be thou, my heart, ſtill near my Gon, + - fas 
regte: Th, Log ii 


I was not born for earth and fin, And with a ſmile upon my face, 
Nor can I live on things ſo vile; | Paſs the important hour of death. 
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RA near in the day that I call upon tlae: ſay unto me, Fear not: 
O Lon p, plead thou the cauſe of my foul, and redeem my life,” Lan. iii. 
7, 58. God's anſwer; Fear not, for I am with thee, IsA1. xliii. 5, 
am he that lives and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, and have 


the keys of hell and death, Rx v. i. 18. 


„ Cu ist has overcome death, led captivity captive, and by one 
& offering perfected for ever them that are ſanctified, HE B. x. 4. 
Whoever leaves this world, pruqyrng in him, being aa already, 
has nothing to fear after death. O! my heavenly Father, grant that 
the imperfe& work of ſanctification may humble me much, but cauſe 
no fear of death, nor diſturb my filial confidence; fince this does not 
depend on any particular degree of holineſs, but only on my being in 
-Cux1sT, and being adopted through him; which the weakeſt child, 
as well as the {trongeſt, may boldly believe; having both like right, 
like grace, and like pardon. Being therefore a child, I am an heir, 
and ſhall find life and deliverance in death. 


I am Alpha, ſays the Saviour, In the Loxp is our perfection, | 
I Omega likewiſe am ; And in him our boaſt we'll make; 

I was dead, and live for ever, We ſhall ſhare his reſurreQion, 

Gop Almighty, and the Lamb, It we of his death partake, 


— — 
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1 


the benefit done unto ham, for ſus heart was lifted up, 2 CuRORN. xxxii. 


24, 25. 

Anaz truſting in the Aſſyrians for help, had refuſed a ſign graciouſly offered by Gop 
2 a token of deliverance, He did not chooſe to put his whole truſt in Gon, though his 
petence was, he would not tempt the Lon pvp. This might lead his ſon Hezekiab to aſk 
fora fign, and it proved a ſnare to him, The king of Babylon, on finding Hezekiah 
ſo righly honoured by the fun, thought it incumbent upon him to-ſend ambaſſadors with 
leters and a preſent to ſuch a favourite of the god of the Babylonians, 

Fezekiah hearkened unto them, and ſought craftily to avail himſelf of this falſe notion 
of tre king of Babylon; and, by not affronting their god, he hoped to gain a ſafe pro- 
tectun againſt the king of Aſſyria, —Ifaiah was ordered to acquaint him, that as he pre- 
fertet an arm of fleſh to his almighty Deliverer, he ſhould experience the ſad effect of 
his foly in not honouring Gop; and all that he had fo vainly ſhewed ſhould be carried to 


Babylin,—Hezekiah ovght to have teſtified to the ambafiadors, that the Lon p Gor of 


Iſrael ſtopped the ſun in its progreſs, He had here a fair opportunity of ſhewing them 


and thir king the vanity of their idolatry in worſhipping the ſun, evidently under the - 


direftim of a ſuperior being, — He ought alſo to have given Gop all the glory in this 
matter, and have reſted on him, and him alone, for ſafety, who hed juſt then given him 
ſuch a ſriking proof of his power and favour.— Worldly wiſdom is arrant folly, and when 
ſet in opoſition to the will of Gop, will be ſure to diſappcint us. Even the nobleſt in- 
ſtance ofwiſdom and love Cop ever ſhewed in the ſalvation of ſinners by Jesus CurisT, 
if not acepted of in Gop's own way, with humility and fimplicity, will not have its 
defired eft&t, — Worldly wiſdom enſnared Hezekiah, carnal wiſdom and pride of heart 
ruin manya one, wha otherwiſe probably might xejoice in the ſalvation of Jzsvs., 


IND te gave him d fign, but Hezekiah rendered not aoain according o 


- 
—̃ —— 4 A > 4 EEO 
3 > 
— OS * 


— _ - 
— — — —: 7 4 
SS nt Ion l . 2 32 2 


= - 
— — . — d — 


— . 


21 JULyY. 1 AUP 
AKE, eat; this is my body : and, drink ye all of it, for this ts my blood 
of the new teſiament, which is fhed for many for the remaffion of fens 
Marr. xxvi. 26. TTY 


. 


Tuis ſupper, as Luther obſerves, requires nothing of us, but givts 
every thing freely: we bring nothing with us, but receive every thing 
there; we are not to prepare and adorn ourſelves ; but rather to cone 
naked, poor and. miſerable. For why do we go to the ſacrament ” 
but that we may learn truly to believe that CuRISH died for our ins. 
This is the greateſt art and principal part of Chriſtianity, the eitire 
work of Gon, which humbles us moſt, but at the ſame time afford the 
greateſt peace and ſtrength. Some may vainly imagine to have Farnt 
this well enough; but real chriſtians muſt make it their partcular 
ſtudy to learn this leſſon better every day, 


Len, how divine thy comforts are! There Jesus ſays, that I am his, 
How heav'nly is the place, And my Beloved's mine. 
Where JIEsus ſpreads the ſacred feaſt What ſhall we heav'nly Ti 
ö y our heayv*nly Ting 
Of bis redeeming grace! For grace ſo bl as this ? | 
There the rich bounties of our Gov, He brings our pardon to our eye, 
And ſweeteſt glories ſhine ; And ſeals it witli a kifs, 
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M Y foul faintah for thy falvation. My foul is continually in my Rand. 

Uphold me according to thy word, that I may live, and let me not be aſhamed 
of my hope. Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou uſeſt to do 
urto thoje that love thy name, PsALM cxix. 81, 109, 116, 132. 


O Loan, I love thy name allo, ſince thou art called merciful, gra- 
cious, long-ſuftering, and even, the'Lox p our righteouſnels : and 
and therefore J depend upon nothing of my own, but throw myſelf 
entirely upon thy free. grace and righteouſneſs, which keeps me alone 
in peace. Without thee I am ignorant and weak ; and Satan, being 
as wicked as he is cunning, what would become of me, if JI was not 
kept and preſerved by thee ? Thy name is a ſtrong tower, the righ- 
teous enter there and are ſafe ;” there let me abide alſo continually, 


ſo ſhall I be ſafe from every adverſary. 


The ams of everlaſting love | © Salvation for a bulwark flands, 
Beneath my ſoul he.plac'd ; Io ſh eld the ſacred place. 
And on the rock of ages ſet 8 2 1 PR 
— atan may vent his ſharpeſt ſpite 
My ſlgp'ry footſteps faſt, | And all his legions rore ; 7 
The city bf my bleſt abode | Almighty mercy guards my life, 
| And bounds his raging pow's, 


Is wall d around with grace; 


L V. C 204 } SIRE 
T unto us, O Lon p, not unte us, but unto thy name be the glory, 


PSALM cxv. i. 

How little reaſon have we to glory in-any thing of our own, fince 
nothing but fin is ours, Which even defiles-that which is of Gop, 0 
Lok p, grant that I may always give thee thy own ; that I may know 
of no delight, and glory but in thee, and have no other deſign and re- 
queſt, but to live in godly ſimplicity, innocence and quietnels, for © he 
that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely,” Prov. x. g. and the beſt 
method to have much confidence, is to have a ſingle eye which does 
not ſeek its own, For whence is all diſquietude of mind, but {rom 
our own luſts and unmortified affections, which are like the troubled 
ſea? and what affords more peace than to have nothing at heat but 
the glory of Gov, and to count ourſelves worthy of no good. Thus 


fied and praiſe the Lox o as much when he hath taken ſomethirg from 
us, as if he had granted a bleſſing; being ſure that it tends to our good 
and to his glory, which he knows beſt how to promote, arid that no- 
thing but ſin can make us unhappy and miſerable. 


Great Gov! how infinite art thou! Our lives -thro* various ſcenes zre drawn, 
What worthleſs worms are we! And vex'd with trifling cares ; 
Let the whole race of creatures bow, While thine eternal thought moves on 


And pay their praiſe to thee. Thige undiſturb'd affairs. 


- 


we {hall be enabled to call our misfortunes a happineſs, and be ſatis- 
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24 JULY. 1 
IN 0 man can ſerve two maſters, Marx. vi. 24. 


O Lord ! as thou haſt given thy whole ſelf to me, how ſhould I 


dare to offer thee only the half of my heart! O] no, I am wholly thine. 
Here I reſign my body, ſoul and ſpirit again into thy hands for an 
entire facrifice, Grant that J may always be conſtant, pure, and ſingle 


towards thee. Amen and Amen. 


How vain are all things here below | 
How falſe, and vet how fair! 

Each pleaſure has its poiſons too, 
And ev'ry ſweet a fnare, 


The brighteſt things below the ſky 


Give but a flatt'ring light; | 


We ſhould ſuſpect ſome danger nigh, 
Where we poſſeſs delight, 


Our deareſt joys and neareſt friends, 
The partnegs of our blygg, 


* 


How tbey divide our wav'ring minds, 
And leave but half for Gop 


The fondneſs of a creature's love, 
How ftrong it ſtrikes the ſenſe ? 

Thither the ſtrong sffections move, 
Nor can we call them thence, 


Dear Saviour, let thy beautics be 
My foul's eternal food; 

And grace eemmand my heart away 
Frem all created good. 


Jr Y. (206) 
BY * 15 all with open fate beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lond, 


are changed into the fame image from glory to glory, 2 COR, ili. 18. There 
fore, let this mind be in you whnch was in CHRIST JESUS, PHIL ii. 3. For he 
has leſt us an example that we fhould follow hs fleps, 1 PET. ii. 21. 


Ir, before we: ſay or do any thing, we would but always conſider 
whether it was agreeable to the pattern of CHRIS, a multitude of fins 
would not be committed. O Lok, however miſerable I am, when ! 
humble myſelf before thee with a filial confidence, looking upon my- 
ſelf as united to thee, and, as the vileſt of ſinners, depending only upon 
thy ſree grace, I enjoy peace. Grant therefore, O my Gov, that this he- 
holding of thee may be my conſtant exerciſc, and that by this means 
{ may be ſtrengthened . to ſollow thy pattern daily, to be 
changed more and more into the glorious image of thy love, patience 
and humility, and thus to be truly prepared for eternal life. 


My dear Redeemer and my Loxp! Such love, and meekneſs ſo divine, 
I reai my duty in thy word; I would tranſcribe, and make them mine. 
But in thy 1:fe. the law appears, , 


Drawn ont in living characters, Be thov my pattern, make me bear 


More of thy gracious image here ; 
Such was thy truth and ſuch thy zeal, Then Gop the judge ſhall own my name 
duch def tence to thy Father's will, Among the foll' wers of the Lamb, 
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BEING, juſtifed by faith, we have peace with Cop through our Lox» A 
Jesvs CnrIsT,, Rom. v. 1. Sor he is our peace, Er n. ii. 11. There Wl 


15 NOW NO condemnation to them who are m CiirisT Jusos, who walt not after 
the fleſh, but after the ſpirit, Rox. viii. 1. 


A jvsrir ip foul muſt not only ſtudy to be diligent and punctual in 
the duties of holineſs, which may turn into a legal working, and bring 
it under the law again ; but muſt before all things continually endea- 
vour to enjoy the peace of Cx Ist and the bleſſings of ſal vation, that 
its ſanctification may proceed from ſaith, and be of the right kind. 
We mult firſt receive Cux Ist, and be ſtrong in faith, then ſhall we be 
able to give, to love, and to work. O may the author and finiſher of 
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faith give me always ſuch a faith. 
Our guilty ſpirits dread | His hands infected nature cures 
To meet the wrath of heav'n, With ſanctifying grace, 
Bot in his righteouſneſs array'd | lor p, we adore thy ways, 
We ſee our fins forgiv'n, © To bring us near to Gov, 
Unholy and impure Thy ſov'reign power, thy healing grace, 


Are all our thoughts and ways, [ And thine atoning blood, 


. - 
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TH OUGH I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no 

evtl, for thou art with me, | thy rod and thy fee comfort me, PsA L. xxiii. 4, 
See alſo Exop. xiy. of the deliverance of the Iſraelites, and the de- 
ſtruction of the Egyptians in the Red fea, 


To rejoice in the light is certainly moſt agreeable, but not always ſo 
profitable to every one, as ſometimes to walk in the dark, nay, in the 
valley of the ſhadow of death. In this condition ſome are more hum- 
ble and cautious than in the former, and the preciouſneſs of the glimpſes 
of grace is more valued. O Lox, | will now willngly rely upon 
thy bare word, even when deprived of ſenſible comforts ; grant only 
that in death 1 may be refreſhed by the light of thy countenance. 
Amen, yes, thou haſt promiſed 66 that the righteous ſhall have hope 
« in his death,” Prov. xiv. 32, 


Death cannot make our ſouls afraid, | My fleſh itdelf ſhall long to drop, 
I God be with us there; And pray for the command, 
We may walk: thro” our darkeſt ſhade, Claſp- 
p'd in my heav” nly Father's arms 
And never yield to fear, 1 Gall en my breath, , 


May I but climb to Piſgah's no And loſe my life among the charms 
And view the promis'd land, Of ſo divine a death, 
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75 N, ye children, the inſtruction of a father ; and attend to know un- 
derſtanding. We fheak that we do know, and teſtify that we have ſeen. 
Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they are of Gov, 
Prov. iv. 1. JOHN iii. 11. 1 JOHN iv. 1 
RreaDER, whoever thou art, that comeſt to this book for inſtruction and edification, 
let the following monitions, the reſult of long experience and obſervation, be acceptable 
unto thee ; they are deſigned for thy ſpiritual good, will warn thee againſt errors, and if 
complied with, give thee a true feliſn of goſpel peace, and redeeming love, Let “' the 
life thou now liveſt in the fleſh be by faith in the Son of Cod.“ Labour after a con- 
ſtant, ſoul reviving fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, through the holy Spirit. 
Watch over thy paſſions, conduct, and converſation, fo as that the Spirit of the Load be 
not grieved, nor his comfortable influences withdrau n from thy ſoul, Be ready to every 
good work, as thou haſt ability and opportunity; and take ſpecial care that thy good be 
not evi ſpoken of through the manner of thy performing it. Let no external ſervices 
whatever, either reſpecting thyſelf or others, ſuperſede a conſtant watchfulreſs over the 
inward motions of thine own heart. Let the written word of God be thine invariable 
rule both in principle and practice. Feelings, impulſes, and fancies, are apt to miſguide, 
and give a poor worm a loſty idea of his own conſequence, Whatever perſuaſion. ad- 
vanceth not the Redeemer's honour, and tendeth not to magnify h's grace, work, and 
ſalvation, be ſure cometh not df him that calleth us. Be very earneſt after meekneſs, 
himility, patience; ſelf denial, inward holineſs, and all other graces of the Spirit; theſe 
carry their own evidence that they ate wrought of Gp; «nd in their bleſſed effects Will 
remain with thee ſor evermore, 
„ My ton, if thize keart be wiſe and experienced in :h-{ things, my heart ſhall r jo e, 
even mige.“ 90 


p_ 


c O N thou mine eyes, that I may fee wonderful things out of thy law, 
4 PsALM cxix 18, Lighten mine eyes, leſt I fleep the ſleep of death, 
Pear. xiii. 3. For with thee is the fountain of hfe, in thy light ſhall we fee 
dat, Psar. xxxvi. 9. Divine anſwer; I am come a light into the world, 


that whoſoever believes in me ſhould not abide tn darkneſs, Joan xii, 46. The 
Lon p opens the eyes of the blind, Ps AL. cxl vi. 8. 


Maxx imagine, that their eyes are opened, and that they have clear 

notions of religion in their head; but they ſee juſt like Eve after eat- 

ing the forbidden fruit ; their hearts being corrupted and deſtitute of 

ſimplicity, a moſt eſſential part of a chriſtian. For he that docs not 

; underſtand the word of Gop by the light of the holy Spirit, .through 

rayer and faith, but only by his natural reaſon, is certainly blind ſtill, 

7 ' 15h iii. 17. and one deviliſh and plauſible temptation to error and 

= 62 is enough to break the ſtrongeſt chain of demonſtration, for it is 
Sah © faith that gets the victory,“ 1 Joux v. 4. 


r 
| * 


With joy receive the word; To guilt, deſpair and death. 


The ſouls enlight'ned from above | But unbelief perverts the ſame 
They ſee what wiſdom, pow'r and love 


Tent neu: Till Gop diffuſe his graces down, ' 
Shines in their dying Log», Like ſhow'rs of heav'nly rain, 
The vital favour of his name In vain Apollos ſows the ground, 


Reſtores their fainting breath; And Paul may plant in vain, a 


30 JULY. 
Jp THOUT me ye can do nothing ; therefore, abide in ne, Jons = 


xv. 4, f- 

I can no more do without thee, O my dear Saviour, than the 
branch can without the vine! Keep me therefore always in thee, elle 
I ſhall have recourſe to my own fancicd ſtock of grace, though I have 
been a thouſand times convinced of my inſufficiency. May I never 
be left in the leaſt thing to my own ſtrength, but be directed, aſſiſted 
and bleſſed by thee in all my doings. For as far as I truſt to myſelf, 
J am diſtruſtful of thee, and conſequently weak ; and, on the other 
hand, the more I diſtruſt myſelf, the more J truſt to 28 and n 
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be ſtrengthened and bleſſed. » 
Son of Gov, thy bleſſing grant; - Unſuftain'd by thee, I fall; 
Still ſupply my ev'ry want; Send the ſtrength, for which 1 call; 
Tree of life, thine infl'ence ſhed, Weaker than a bruiſed reed, 
With thy ſap my ſpirit feed, Help I ev'ty moment need. 
Tend'reſt branch, alas! am I, All my hopes on thee depend; 
Wither without thee, and die; Love me, ſave me to theendg © -* 
Weak as helpleſs infancy 3 . Give me thy continuing grace ; 
O confirm my ſoul in thee! Take the everlaſting praiſe, 
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0 F FE R wito Gov thankſgroing, and pay thy vors unto the moſt High, 
and call upon me in the day of trouble. I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt 
glorify me. Vhojo offers praiſe, glorifies me : and to him that ordereth has con- 
verfation arrght, will I eu the ſalvation of Go, PsATM J. 14, 15, 2g. 
See alſo Isx1t. xxv. . | 


NoTtHnixG moves Gop more to hear us, than the glorifying him by 
faith with thankſgiving, and the keeping up a filial confidence in him; 
and nothing quickeneth us more in faith, than the ſureſt proofs of the 
hearing of our prayers, Thus Gop will certainly hear and deliver us, 
ſince all his ways are only deſigned to ſtrengthen: us in faith, and 16 
ſave our fouls, What need we then to be afraid in times of trouble 
ought we not rather to draw near to Gop in prayer and thankſgiving. 
and gloriſy him even beforehand ; confidently believing, that we ſhall 
certainly meet with new deliverances and quickenings of faith, 


. x 5 Ln ITS 

— — r — 
— 2 * $ 1 _ — pm I — 

» 

pe 

82 2 _ —— aa _— ' nᷓ e . c- "I 2 
2 ä 
» 


* — ==> 
— - 
- * — we 
— 


[. 

| To what a ſtubborn frame Brealt, ſovereign grace, theſe hearts of ons, 
Has fin reduc'd our mind! And gives us hearts of fleſh. 

What ſtrange ungrateful wretches we? | 


. Let old ingrati 
And Gop as ſtrangely kind. et ord Ihgratitude | 


Provoke our weeping eyes, 
Turn, turn us, mighty Gon, And hourly as new mercies fall, 
And mould our fouls afreth Let hovrly thanks ariſe, 


1 AUG, ( 24) þ 

04 Y ye to the righteous, that it ſhall be well with them, for they ſhall eat 
the fruit of therr doings, Is x. in. 10. Therefore mark the perfeft man, 

and behold the upright : for the end of that man is peace, PSAL. xxxvii. 37. 


Maxr are for having that firſt which is not to be expected till the 
end; they would be glad of the triumph, but will not fight; the wait- 
ing for the Lon p ſeems to them too long: But for the moſt glorious 

romiſes we mult often wait the longeſt, Jacob was obliged to wait 
longer than Eſau, though he had greater promiſes than he: and how 
long was it before the promiſe of Curi1sT, the greateſt of all, was ac- 
eompliſhed ? It ought therefore well to be obſerved, that it is ſaid at 
laſt, * It ſhall be well with the righteous, and the end of the upright 
* 18 peace,” when his faith, love and patience are tried enough in 
the furnace of afflictions, then the acceptable year ſhall come, and the 
bleſſed days of joy will appear. 


As ſparks break out of burning coals, He rules me by his well-known laws 
And fill are upwards borne ; Of love and righteouſneſs. 


So grief is rooted in our ſouls 4 "TY 
| f Not all the pains that e er T bore - 
88 . ee e Shall ſpoil my future peace, 
Yet with my Gon I leave my cauſe, For death and hell can do no more 
And twuſt his promis'd grace; Than what my Father pleaſe, 
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2 Aus. «a: 

F Xamine me, O Lon p, and prove me; try my reins and my heart, Ps ar. 
xxvi. 2. Search me, O Gov, and know my heart, and fee rf there be any 

wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting, PSAL. cxxxix. 23, 24. 


Wourb David, the man after Gop's own heart, not truſt himſelf, 
but preſent his heart to the Lox p to be tried; much leſs can or ought 
we to truſt our hearts: For he that truſts in his heart,” ſays the wile 
man, © is a fool,” Prov. xxviii. 26. We have more reaſon to be 
afraid of our own hearts, as Luther obſerves, than of all other ene- 
mies. Nor can always the time of the operations of Gop exactly be 
- accounted for; ſometimes it is hard to determine it in ourſelves, much 
more in reſpect to others. This is aſſuming the office of the ſearcher 
of hearts, cenſuring the holy Spirit, and modelling every. thing to 
one manner of working. By experience we find, it 1s not with one 
as with another. Some may be worked upon in quite a different man- 
ner from what we have been; and ſuch are perhaps the changes even 
in one hour, that the end'may ſcem to be no more than the beginning, 
though all goes regular in the ſight of Gov. This ſhould check our 
judgment of others, and make us cautious in adviſing and directing 
them in matters which concern their ſouls, 


Lon d, ſearch my ſoul, try ev'ry thought; | Of walking in a falſe diſguiſe, 
Though my own heatt accuſe me not 1 beg the trial of thine eyes. 


[,9RD, all my deſire is before thee. Search we, O Gor, and know my 
heart ; try me, and know my thoughts, and fee if there be any wicked wy 
in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting, Psa1.M xxxvin. 9. and cxxxix. 


23, 24. 

ENCOURAGED by thy bleſſed word of promiſe, O Lon b, that before men call, thon 
wilt anſwer, and whilſt they are yet ſpeaking, thou wilt hear, Is Af. Ixv. 24. I now draw 
nigh to thee, and preſent my ſupplication before thee. Teach me, by thy word and 
Spirit, the things of my everlaſting peace; let my ſoul be caſt in the mold of the gof- 
pel, and let me be obedient to thy will in all things, Manifeſt thyſelf unto me, as thou 
doſt not to the world; ſhew me my inward corruptions, and let me fee into the depth of 
iniquity that is in my heatt ; grant me that“ fear of the Logy, which is the beginning 
of wiſdom ; incline my heart unto thy teſtimonies; lead me into all truth; help me 
to learn, that he that believeth will not make haſte ;** reſtrain the impetuoſity of my 
natural temper, that I may do all things deliberately, as becometh one that feareth alway, 
that is ever looking unto thee for guidance and direction. Loa p preſerve me calm in my 
ſpirit : gentle in my commands, and watchful that I ſpeak not unadviſedly with my lips; 
moderate in my purpoſes, yielding in my temper, where the honour of my Gop is not 
immediately concerned; and ever ſtedfaſt where needful, LoxD, grant me thy protec- 
tion, and may thy blefling be upon me, that I bring not an evil report upon that good 
land I have been permitted to ſpy out; and approve myſelf ever mindful that thoſe that 
honour thee, thou wilt honour. Amen, ; 
Be with me, Loxy, where'er I go, Sugveſt whate'er I think or ſay, 
Learn me what thou woud'ſt have me do; | Direct me in the narrow way, 

| | r 4 
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IR IVE to enter in at the ſtrait gate, LURE xiii. 24. Work out your 
ſalvation with fear and trembling, Pal. ii. 12. Forgeting thoſe things 
that are behind, I reach forth unto thoſe things which are before, PHIL, iii. 13, 


Hz that feeds only upon Cuxisr, and yet with fear and trembling 
works out his ſalvation, is in the right way; the former preventing 
diſcouragement, and the latter preſumption. Grant, O Lox p, that | 
may {till continue to fight the good fight of faith, and never look back 
on the fleſh- pots of Egypt; and © rather chooſe to ſuffer affliction with 
* the people of Gop, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon,” 
May nothing but the painful death which thou ſufferedſt for me, have 
always a place in my heart; that thereby all unbelief and laviſh fears 
may be deſtroyed on one hand, and all ſecurity on the other; ſo as 
to walk at all times and in all places with holy and filial reverence, 
as in thy preſence. Amen. | | 


So new-born babes deſire the breaſt, Immorlal principles forbid 
To feed, and grow, and thrive ; The ſons of God to fin, 
So ſaints with joy the goſpel | 
l r „ 4 __ Not by the terrors of a ſlave 
Do they perform his will; 
Grace, like an uncorrupted ſeed, But with the nobleſt powers they have 


Abices and reigns within ; | His ſweet commands fulfil. 
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CRE ATE in me a Clean heart, O Gov, and renew a Tight Ft within 


me, Fier li. 10. See Gop's anſwer Ez Ek. xi. 19, 20. 


A cLortous promiſe! but you may tely upon it, O my ſoul, and 
plead it in thy prayer, for it will certainly be accompliſhed. © And 
bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee Gon,” Marr. v. 8. 
In- regard to Juſtification, we are perſectly clean by CHRIST's atone- 
ment: but in regard to ſanctification, our hearts are not perfectly clean 
ye but we have ſtill need to pray, © Create in me a clean heart.“ 
Anen. O Loxp! may thy blood and ſpirit cleanſe and ſanctiſy me 


thoroughly from all my ſins. Amen. 


Bleſs'd with the joys of innocence | Great Gop! renew our ruin'd frame, 
Adam our father ſtocd, Our broken pow'rs reſtore ; 
Till he debas'd his foul to ſenſe, 1 Infpice vs with a heav'nly flame, 
And eat th' unlawful food. And fleſh ſhall reign no more. 
Now we are born a ſenſual race, Eterna! Spirit, wiite thy law 
To ſinful joys inclia'd ; Upon our inward parts; 
Reaſon has loſt its native place, And let the ſecond Adam draw 
And fleſh enſlaves the mind. 1 His image on bur hearts, 


Z 
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007A and fee that the Lon ts good, blefſed is the man that truſteth 

in him, Ps AL. xxxiv. 8. How excellent is ty loving kindneſs, O Gov ! 
therefore the children of men put their truſt under the 3 of thy wings; they 
Hall be abundantly fatisfied with the fatneſs of thine and they ſhall male 
them drink of the river of thy pleaſures, Ps Al. — 7, 8. He Us the hut- 
gry with good things, and fends the rich empty away, LUKE i. 53. The fall 
Ful lotheth the honeycomb ; but to the hungry * — bitter thing is ſweet, 
Prov. xxvii. 7. 


As it is no ſubjett of boaſting with natural men when they can eat 

and drink, ſtand and walk; fo neither is it with believers, who can 

ſpiritually eat and work. May the Los p give us all ſuch a child- ike, 

hungry diſpoſiticn of mind for ſpiritual things. Praiſe be to Him, that 
by his free grace he juſtifies, ſaves, and abundantly fills our poverty 

with the fatneſs of his houſe, 

Bleſs'd are the ſouls that thirſt for grace, | Never did angels taſte above 

Hunger and long for ri ;ghteouſneſs ; Redeeming grace and dying love. 


They ſhall be well ſupply'd and fed G 00 
eee, dee. 


Bleſs'd Irsvs „what delicious fare ! | Bring down a taſte of truth divine, 
How ſweet thy entertainments ate! | And chear my heart with ſacred wine, 


Aus. ( 2190 
SEE that ye walk crrcumſpeftly, not as fools, but as'wiſe. Be. ye therefore 
not unwiſe, but underſtanding what the will of the Loa D 21s, Ern v. 15 
17. That ye may approve things that are excellent, that ye may be ſincere and 

without offence, PHIL, i. 10. See allo Lux E xii. 36. | 


Berievers have nothing more at heart than the will of Gop ; 
being once convinced of that, they immediately ſet about it at all 
hazards ; but ſometimes they cannot come to a thorough true know- 
ledge of the ſame without great conflicts and patience, Hes. x. 36. 
For the fleſh is oftentimes exceeding cunning and froward, often call- 
ing out, „But howſoever let me run,” 2 Sau. xviit, 23. But the 
Loxp will nevertheleſs carry them through. Ves, Los p! this thou 
haſt done innumerable times. O that I might truſt thee alſo for the 
time to come, and not be fo weak in faith any more. = 


Beloved ſelf muft be deny'd, Fleſh muſt be humbled, pride abas'd, 

The mind and will renew'd; Left chey deſtroy our ſouls, 
Paſſion ſuppreſs'd and patience try'd, Lono! can a feeble, - helpleſs worm 

And vain defires ſubdu'd, ; Fulfil a taſk fo hard? * *" 
Fleſh is a dang'rous foe to grace, Thy grace muſt all my works perform, N 


And give the free reward, 


Where it prevails and rules; 
my 


8 Aus. 1 


Fi F ye be reproached for the name of Car 1sT; happy are ye; for the Shirit of 

glory and of Gon refteth upon you, 1 PET. iv. 14, 19. Nejoice ye in that - 
day, and leap for joy, for, behold your reward is great in heaven, LUKE vi. 2g. 
Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before men, him will I confeſs before my Father who 
is in heaven ; but whoſoever ſhall deny me, &c. MATT. x. 32, 33. 


— 


= ” 
8 - 2 
— = 
= re by 
* - 
— — — — - 
* 
— 


—— — — 
* 5 — 
2 - ot 
* = „ — 


Inward ſufferings are greater afflictions than thoſe outward perſe- 
cutions, which chriſtians bring not upon themſelves by giving unne- 
ceſſary oftence, by ſelf-will, imprudent and unreaſonable behaviour, 
ſoaring beyond the limits of the written word of Gop : but neither do 
they ſhun it, being willing to ſuffer every thing aſter the will of Gov, 
rather than to hurt the cauſe of GOD in the leaſt, and depart a hair's 
bread:!: from his expreſs will, out of complaiſance to the world. 
They openly confeſs CaxrisT their Lorp, and do not mind to be called 
fools by the wicked, as they are perſuaded that at laſt they will call 


themie: ve, that name; therefore they care not for the approbation 
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and pri! Qs © world. but count it a great honour to bear the re- 
Proac'ic, =: WILELST 
Bleis“ zr thefu? s ht arxrtake - The Lamb ſhall lead his heav'nly flock 


Ot pa ind ſhame for [rus lake ; Where living fountain: riſe, 
Their 10's ſhall triv:nph in the Logo, And love divine ſhall wipe away 
Glory and joy are their reward. The ſorrows of their eyes, 
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AIK E hred to your ſpirit, Mar r. ii. 16. The heart is decitful abovd all 

' things and deſperately wicked, who can know it? JER. xvii. 9. 

Evey believers feel this wickedneſs of their hearts, Ps AL. xxx. 7, 8. 
For the heart, as John Bunyan obſerves, has many ſecret ways and 
private loop-holes, in which the diaboliſts, that is, ſinful luſts, can 
hide themſelves ſo well, that they ſeem to be quite overcome: but upon 
occaſion, eſpecially when we are careleſs, they ſpring up again, though 
ſometimes under other, and perhaps quite ſpiritual names. Therefore 
we ought always to be jealous of ourſelves. For the fleſh is never 
more fleſhly and dangerous, than when it has the moſt ſpiritual ap- 
pearance, and covers its luſts with the holineſs and ſpirituality of 
angels. 
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Sin has a thouſand treach'rous arts | She pleads for all the joys ſhe brings, 
To practiſe on the mind; . And gives a fair pretence; 
With flatt'ring looks the tempts our kearts, | But cheats the foul of heav'n'j-things, 


But leaves a fling behind, | And chains it down to ſenie, 
With nam» s of virtue ſhe deceives So on 4 tree divinely fair 
The aged and the young Grew the forbidden food; 


and while the heedleſs wretch believes, Our mother took the poiſon there, 
She makes his fetters Arong, | And tainted all her blood, 


day, Prov. iv. 18. 


Pre vent me, left I harbour pride, 
„Leſt I in my own ſtrength confide; 

Shew me my weakneſs; let me ſee 

I have my pow'r, my all from thee. 


Enrich me alway with thy love ; 

My kind protector ever prove; 
Thy ſignet put upon my breaft, 
And let thy Spirit o-me-reft. 


— 


0 SEND out thy light and truth, let them lead me, lit them bring meunts 
thy holy hall, and to thy tabernacle, PsAL. xliii. 3. Divine anſwer ; 


The path of the juft is as the ſhuning light, that ſſinetn more and more unto the 
pe 


Taz wiſer we are in our own conceits, the more negligent are we 
an prayer, and more deſtitute of true wiſdom and faith, * For the 
:4 Los gives only fight to the blind, and to the babes,” who pray ſor 
it. Therefore the deepeſt humblings go before the greateſt bleſſings. 
O my bleſſed Saviour! ſince I am always blind and ignorant of my- 
elf, if I am not guided by thine eyes; I deſire always to look vp 0 
thee, and do every thing under thy direction. 


Aſſiſt and teach me how to pray; 
Incline my nature to obey; 

What thou abhorr'|, that let me flee, 
And only love what pleaſes thee, 


O may I never do my will. 

But thine, and oaly thine fulfil; 
Let all my time, and all my Ways 
Be-fpent, and ended to thy praiſe. 


ſce and the old mon 


deſire grace, an 


'Tis not by works of righteouſneſs, 
Which our own hands have done; 

But we are ſav'd by ſoy* reign grace, 
Abounding thro” his Son. 

"Tis from the mercy of our Gop 
Thaz' all our hapes begin; 


I U 

grace ye are ſaved, Ernts. ii. 5. 
B fo = on Laces, and deſire 18 
e ſweet exerciſe; but ſo far from being 
all need to learn the prayer of the publican better ſtill, ſince the phari- 
as Luther obſerves, are ever buſy to creep in 

again. But care muſt be taken, that we do not build our fajth onl 
upon the ſweet enjoyments of the grace of Gop in our hearts, but alſo 
upon the grace in the heart of Gov, as it is recovered by Cynisr and 
promiſed to us through CHRIST. For which reaſon God ſometimes 
denies us ſenſible enjoyments, that true faith may begin to act like its 
ſelf, and depend upon nothing but his free grace in Cur1sT.. And 
0 this we have alſo boldneſs to do, ſhould we even ſeem to fall ſhort of 
the due meaſure of faith, godly forrow and repentance. For ſince 
there is no merit to be placed in theſe things, there is no certain mea- 
ſure and degree preſcribed to all, but it is enough truly to hate fin, to 

4 ſincerely to enter upon the chriſtian race." 


| 


be ſaved only by free gase ian 7 
practiſed enough, that we have 
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»Tis by the water and the blood 1 i 
Our fouls are waſh' d from ſim. 


Rais'd from the dead, we live anew 3 _ 
And juſtify'd by grace, Del 
We ſhall appear in glory too, 
And ſee our Father's face, 
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84 fervent- in ſhirit, Row. xii. 11. That: thou: tres a name * thoy 
liveft, and art dead, Rx v. iii. 1, 16. 


Ir thou canſt.not pray fervently, aſk Goo the Walon of it indi 
and accuſe thyſelf in every thing, and come quite empty, poor and 
miſerable, looking upon thyſelf at the ſame time as reconciled, Juſt, 
covered, ſpotleſs, accepted, and beloved through CuRIST. Thus 
boldly to lay hold on CHRIST, his F ather and the holy Spirit, as being 
thine, with every good thing, will certaily rouſe thee up and make thee 


| fervent again. May the Log p teach me to practiſe this, and keep me 
ever awake. | 
C | | p- 
Long have I ſat beneath the ſound . | 
Of thy ſalvation, Lox p: 
But fill how weak my faith is found, 
And knowledge of thy word! | 


My dear almighty, and my Gow, 
How little art thou known 
By all the judgments of thy rod, 
And bleſſings of thy throne ! , 


How cold and feeble is my love! 
How negligent my fear! | | 

How low my hope of joys above! 

How few affeclions there! 


| Great Goy! thy ſov reign pour imp: rt, 

To give thy wotd ſecceſs; ** 
| Wri'e thy falvation in my heart, 
And make me learn Le 


- 
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* 
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13 Aus. ("Buy | 
BE ye not as the horſe or as the mule, which have no underſtanding » whoſe 

mouth muſt be held in with bit and bridle, left they come near unto thee, 
PSA k. xxxii. 9. Therefore, if ye call on the Father, who without reſpect of 
perſons judgeth according to every man's work, pajs the time of your ſojourmng 


here\n fear, 1 PET. i. 17. 
O wreTCHED man! doſt thou really believe that Goo is the judge 
of all things, even what is privately done, the fecrets of the heart not 
excepted ; how canſt thou meet thy Judge in this thy ſecurity or hy 
criſy, without a true change of the heart? Doſt thou think that there 
is ſuch a thing as diſſembling, excuſing or eſcaping then, as there is 
now ? By no means! O begin therefore in time to conſider it well. 
How wilt thou appear before that ful, holy and impartial judgmgnt- | 
ſeat ? What canſt thou anſwer for thyſelf! and what muſt then be- 
come of thee ? 


O Gop, mine inmoſt ſoul convert! | Be this my one great buYnefs here, 

And deeply on my thoughtful heart With ſerious induftry and fear 
Eternal things impreſs ; | My future bliſs t' enſure, 

Give me to feel their ſolemn weight, | Thine utmoſt counſel to fulfil, 

And tremble on the brink of fate, And ſuffer all thy righteous will, 
And wake to righteouſneſs, | And to the end endute, 


2 


, x LT 0 220 A Ef 
BE ſtrong and of a. good courage, I will be with thee, I will not fail thee," nor 
farſale thee. Only be thou ſtrong and very courageous ! O ſweet com- 
mandment ! Be not afraid, neither be thou diſmayed; for the Loa D thy Gov 
is with thee whitherfoever thou goeſt, O glorious promiſe! Josnua i. 5, 6, 
9. Nay I have called thee by thy name I have jurnamed thee, though thou 
haſt not known me, Is AI. xlv. 4. 


Gop requires nothing but faith, which animates to do great things, 
makes chearful, ſtrong and ealy in difficulties. Therefore have thou 
always the higheſt confidence in Gov, and fear nothing; for he is with 
thee in all things. He that has but this one care and fear, not to dif. 
pleaſe him, need not care for or fear any thing elſe. His ſafety is inſured 
in the promiſe of Goo, who will keep him harmleſs in all things. 


Awake, our ſouls, (away our fears, Bot they forget the mighty Gov, 
Let ev'ry trembling thought be gone) | That feeds the firength of ev'ry ſaint. 
Awake and run the heav'nly race, | Pros iths ths /overflitine et 

g ſprive 
eee gr non Our ſouls ſhall drink a freſh ſupply ; 
True, tis a trait and thorny road, While ſuch as truſt their native ſtrength 


And mortal ſpirits tire and faing ; Shall melt away, and drop, and die, 


15 ai UG, 227 
BE HOLD: the Lau of Gop, who takes away the fins of the world! 


Joux i. 29, Theſe arc they who came out of great tribulation, and have 
waſhed their robes, and made them whte in the blood of the Lamb. Thereſore 
are they before the throne of GoD, and ſerve him day and night in his temple, 
Rev. vii. 14, 15» 


He that waſhes himſelf continually in the blood of C1r1sr, does not 
make light of fin, but detefls it above all things; ſor what can be more 
abominable than fin, ſince it cannot be taken away but by the blood 
of the Son of Gop ? This humbles and makes us ſerious; and with- 
out this, it is not right with our ſouls: To ſpeak continually of the 
blood of the Lamb, and 1 be puffed up, boaſt and trifle with ſin, 
cannot agree together. 


Now will J hate thoſe luſts of mine | Nor will I ſpare the guilty things 
That crucify'd my So p, That made my Saviour bleed. 
Thoſe fins that pierc'd and nail'd his fleſh ' 


Whilſt wi ing, rok 
e e Anal mend. hilſt with a melting, broken heart, 


My murder'd Loxp I view, 
Yes, my Redeemer, they ſhall die, Fl rai revenge againſt my fins, 
My heart has ſo decreed ; ' And flay the murd'rers too, 


Q. 2 


7 ERILY I fay unto you, they have their reward, Marr. vi. g. Henct- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lob, 


the — Judge, ſhall give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all 
them alſo that love his appearing, 2 TM. iv. 8. 


Fox this crown, faith ſtrives. And becauſe this faith juſtifies, it 
makes the world ſay, Well, | alſo believe: But where is their conflict 
and conquelt ? It is anſwered; I rely on Cyr15sT and grace. But Ca- 
Naan was allo a free gilt of grace, and yet it was not taken without con- 
flicts. And moreover, as worldly people are not acquainted with the 
wickedneſs of their hearts, they do net truſt alone upon grace, but 
upon their outward form; ſelf- love and pride reigning in their hearts, 


No works nor duties of your own | Walk in the light of your own fire, 
Cen for the ſmalleſt ſin atone ; Enjoy the ſparks that ye defire, 
The iobes that nature may provide 
Will not your leaſt pollutions hide, | This is your portion at my hands, 

| Hell waits you with her iron bands; 
Ye ſons of pride, that kindle coals You ſhall lie down in ſorrow there, 


Wi:h your own hands to warm your ſouls, | In death, in darkneſs and deſpair, 


17 AUG, iS 


BE HOLD, I come as a thief. Bleſſed is he that watcheth, and heepeth 

his garments, teſt he walk naked, and they fee his ſhame, Rx v. xvi. 15. 
Behold, I come quickly, and my reward 1s with me, to give every man according 
as his work ſhall be. Bleſſed are they that do his commandments, that they 
may have the right to the tree of life (which is Cuxisr himſelf;) and may 
enter in through the gates into the city. Surely, I come quickly, Amen ! Even fo, 
come, Lo RD JA SUVs. The grace of cur Lord JESUS CHRIST be with you all, 
Amen, REV. xxii. 14, 20, 21. | | 


As fin always beſets us, ſo ChRIST himſelf and his blood muſt al- 
ways be our hopes, elſe there 1s no peace. The heart muſt firmly be 
centered in Cur1sT; and the center to be fixed upon in the whole pro- 
greſs of inward chriſtianity, is, that“ we have forgiveneſs in the 
* blood of Ckrisr:” for if this is revealed in the foul by Gop him- 
{elf, heaven and paradiſe ſeem to be opened to her. 


He is a God of ſov'reign love, Come death, and ſome celeſtial band 
That promis'd heav'n to me, To bear my ſoul away. 
And taught my thoughts to ſoar above, Hale no ld 
Fr my beloved, fetch my ſoul 
Where happy ſpirits be. Up to thy bleſs'd abode ; 
Prepare me, Lon v, for thy right hand: {| Fly, for my ſpirit longs to ſee 
Then come the Joyful day; My Saviour and my Gov. 


QC 3 


18 Aus. ( 230 


BE HOLD I make all things new, &c. And he ſaid unto me, It is done; 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end: I will give unto him that 
is athirſt of the fountain of the water of hfe freely, Rev. xxi 5—7. 


To thirſt after Cax1sT, and receive him by faith, belongs to juſtifica- 
tion; but to drink with peace and joy from Cukisr, the fountain of 
life, is the ſealing of faith, and belongs to ſanctification, and helps 
greatly to the promoting of it. Therefore the ſealing, aſſurance and 
ſenſe of grace is not the ſame thing with juſtification, but the fruit of 
it, which does not always follow directly; and it increaſes, according 


as the ſoul drinks more and more from the living ſtream. 


Attend, while Gop's exalted Son I Far from the regions of the dead, 

Doth his own glories ſhew ; From fin, and earth, and hell ; 

Behold; I fit upon my throne, In the new world that grace has made 
Creating all things new, 1 would for ever dwell, 

Such favours as a Gop can give, O may I ſtand before the Lamb, 
My royal grace beſtows ; When earth and ſeas are fled ! 

Ye thirſty ſouls, come taſte the ſlteams And hear the Judge pronounce my name 
Where life and pleaſure flows, With bleſſings on my head. 


19 Aus. . , 
BEHOLD I fond an angel (Can1st the angel of the covenant) before 

» thee, to keep thee in the ways, and to bring thee into the place which I have 
repared, Exob. xXiii. 20. And a highway jhall be there, and a way, and 
it ſhall be called the way of holineſs ; the unclean ſhall not paſs over it, but it 
ſhall be for thoſe; the wayfaring men, though fools, ſhall not err therein. 
I Cueisr himſelf is this way, the new and living way, who gives not only 
f life and ſtrength, that we walk and be not wearied, JOHN xiv. 6. HEB. x. 20. 
8 but keeps alſo the road clear, even the laſt road of death, for no lion 
ad ll be there, nor any ravenous beaſt ſhall go up thereon, it all not be found 
f there; but the redeemed fhall walk there, IsA1. xxxv. 8, 9. 


O Los d, let me never err from this way, and ſuffer no other temp- 
tation to come near me, but what humbles and ſtirs me up to prayer 
and the right uſe of thy word in faith, that I may be carried through 
all difficulties, and eſpecially in time of death. 


Is he a way? he leade to Gor, March on, nor fear to win the day, 
The path is drawn ia lines of blood; Tho' death and hell obſtruct the way. 


1 here wou! | walk with hope and zeal, Should death, and hell, and pow'rs unknown, 

Till I arrive at Sion's hill, Put all their forms of miſchief on, 

Aſpire, my ſoul, to glorious deeds, I ſhall be ſafe ; for Cuz18T diſplays 
: The captain of ſalvation leads: Salvation in more ſow reign ways, 


<4 


20 
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TASTE and fee that the Lord is good, PsAL., xxxiv. 8. Jesus 
” Cunisr, the fame yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever, Hu», xiii. 8. 


| TurRE is an infinite fulneſs of all ſpiritual bleſſings treaſured vp in CynisT\ Jesvs: 
for all his people; and out of his fulneſs they do receive, even grace for grace, But 
alas! we are flow of heart to believe the truth: we pleaſe ourſelves with ſmall things, 
and come flowly forward to a daily growth out of that fulneſs. Young converts, ena- 
moured with what they have in hand, or living upon their feelings, are ready to flee fron 
knowledge, as ſomething dangerous and deſt: uctive of holineſs; and mere profeſſors are 
apt to deny and even deride thoſe precious feelings, as though the affections were mere 
neutrals in the Chriſtian religion, and that the whgle conſiſted in having a croudud bead, 
«Come then, O my ſoul, diveſt thyſelf from the pride of party, and the Nrife of tongue: ; 
be thou an humble ſupplicant at the feet of rs us, for a live coal from off the altar, to 
purge away thine iniquity, and to warm thy affections; and likewiſe for the aids of the 
holy Spirit, to lead thee into the knowledge of the only true Gop 2nd Jesvs Cnnisr 
« whom he hath ſent.” Then ſhalt thou not only taſte but ſee, not only ſce but taſte, 
both ſweetly taſte, and clearly ſee, that the Log'p is good,” | 


O:the rich depths of love divine | On thee alone my hope relies, 
Of bliſs a boundleſs ſtore ; | Beneath thy croſs I fall; 
Dear Saviour, let me call thee mine, My Lon d, my life, my ſacrifice, - - 


I cannot wiſh for more. My Saviour, and my all, 


JS 
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21 AUG. ( 233 ) 


TH EY are virgins which follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes : theſe werẽ 

reueemed from among men, being the firſt-fruits unto Gov * unto the 
Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile : for they are without fault 
before the throne of Gop, Rx v. xiv. 4, 5. 


Patze, being ſtill in his preſumption, pretended to follow CHIST 
unto death; but when he was truly humbled and near his end, he pru- 
dently added to his exhortations in ſufferings, © if need be,” 1PzT. i. 6. 
If tze will of Gop be fo,” chap. iii. 17. According to the will 
* of God,“ chap. iv. 19. This is quite oppoſite to the ſpiritual, hy- 
pocritial and preſumptuous pride and ſelf-will : for many in their 
own will. reſolve to be martyrs, and cannot bear ſo much as only a 
contraction, 


Give mz the wings of faith, to riſe I 2\k*'d them whence their vict'ry came? 
Witlin the veil and ſee They, with united breath, 

The ſaiits above, how great their joys, | Aſcribe their conqueſt to the Lamb, 
And vright their glories be. Their triumph to his death. 

Once thy were mourning here below, They mark'd the footſteps that he trod, 
And vet their couch with tears; His love inſpir'd their breaſt; 

They wrſtled hard, as we do now, J And following their incarnate Gop, 
Wich in, and doubts, and fears, | Polleſsy'd che promis d reſt, 


* 234) 
RLESSED be the Gon and Father of our Lord JIxsus Cunx is r, who hath 
* Gleſſed us with all ſpiritual bl:fſmgs in heavenly things in CuRisrT, 
Eres. i. g. | 


From natural conſtitution we earneſtly expect preſent gratification, It is by n> means 
ſufficient therefore to explain to us our duty, or enforce it by future rewards and puniſh. 
ments. There muſt be pleaſures at hand, to counteract the ſolicitations of ſin, ind out. 
bid, as it were, all that ſorcereſs can offer. The religion of Jxsvs is conſtitutec in this 
manner,— It brings the poſſcſſion of the beſt happineſs here; a rich fotetaſte ir this life 
of heavenly glory, Salvation cometh of the Lox p to the ſinner upon believing, juſt as a 
moſt ample eſtuite bequeathed to a beggar in debt; at once it alters his whole :ondition, 
pays all he owes, ſuppl:es all he wants, gives him rank, figure and authority, to which 
before he was a perfect ſtranger, 

Such bleſſedneſs in the pardon of all my fins, in acceſs ts Gop with confdence, in 
victory over my ſpiritual enemies, give me, O my Gop, to enjoy! 


Thou only ſov*reign of my heart, Let earth's alluring joys combne z 

My refuge, my almighty friend; While Thou ait near in vain hey call; 
How can my ſoul from thee depart, One ſmile, one bliſsful ſmile & thine, 
On whom alone my hopes depead ? | My deareſt Loa p, outweighsthem all, 
Eternal life thy words impart, Low at thy feet my ſoul woud lie, 

On theſe my fainting ſpirit lives; | Here ſafety dwells, and peacidivine z 
Here ſweeter comforts chear my heart, Still let me live beneath thie eye, 
Than all the round of nature gives. } For life, eternal life, is that, wo 


23 Aus. ©. Þ 
EA RE not, lengthen thy cords, and ſtrengtſien thy flakes. For thou ſhalt 


break forth on the right hand and on the left ; and thy feed ſhall inherit the 
Gentiles, and make the defolate cities to bg inhabited, Is Al. liv. 2, g. 


How comfortable is it to the religious man to behold an increaſe 
of the true worſhippers of Gop ! and more eſpecially in that place, 
where his ſoul has dwelt as among lions, and been © vexed from day 
* to day with] the filthy converſation of the wicked?” To ſee the 
banner of Curt ſet up there, and numbers flock unto it, as doves 
to their windows—to fee the kingdom of Satan weaken and contract, 
and the kingdom of Gop and his Cyr1sT ſtrengthen and enlarge—to 
ſee the hand of the Lox Db protecting and providing for his people 
going before them, like the pillar and cloud, refreſhing them by day 
and by night :—This is indeed a feaſt of fat things. Lo«b, grant that 
I may be thankful for what I have already ſeen, and may behold thy 
glory thus difplayed more and more. And while thou lengtheneſt 
our cords, do thou help us to ſtrengthen aur ſtakes ; by holding faſt 


the form of ſound words, living as perſons profeſſing godlineſs, ſhew- 


ing that we are chriſtians indeed, by love to each other, and keeping 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Thus ſhall our light ſhine 
before men, and the light of thy goſpel break forth on the right hand 
and on the leſt, and make the deſolate cities to be inhabited, 


24 K. 9 


2 Fa man alſo ſtrive for maſteries, yet is he not crowned except he ſtrive laws 

fully, 2 Tim. ii. 5. namely, in faith, by which we have victory. 
And as the enemies return again and again, and always become more 
crafty and more ſtrong, we muſt continually be in arms, Until now, ar 


the kingdom of heaven fuffereth violence, Marr. xl. 12. 


Ir thoſe cannot expect to be crowned, who ſtrive, but not lawfully, 
what muſt become of thoſe who do not ſtrive at all? O Loa p, 


ſtrengthen me therefore to get the victory, for it greatly exalts thy * 
glory if the power of mine enemies is broke: and the leaſt degree of 


1 
thy grace and ſtrength is able to gvercome the greateſt power of ſin 
at laſt, which is thy promiſe, and cannot fail of being perſormed ; | 
ſince in the former there is the promiſe of life and growth, whilſt the 

latter is condemned to death, and actually dies more and more if 
nailed to the croſs of CRIST. 


Stand up, my ſoul, ſhake off thy fears, | Eternal chains confine him down 
And gird the goſpel armour on; To fiery deeps, and endleſs nipht. 
March to the gates of endleſs Joys, What tho' thine inward luſts rebel ; 
Where thy great captain Saviour's gone. Tia but a ſtruggling gaſp for life ; 
What tho” the prince of darkneſs rage, The weapons of victorious grace 

And waſte the fury of his ſpite? | Shall Gay thy fins, and end- the ſtriſe. 


— 


C0 then it is not of ham that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of Gon 
that ſheweth mercy, Rox. ix. 16. Thou haſt a little ſtrength, Rx v. iii. 8. 
But go in this thy miglit, &c. Surely I will be with thee, JUDGES vi. 14, 16. 


A1L1TTLE ſtrength is alſo the ſtrength of Gop through CuRIS T the ſecond Adam, 
and conſequently ſtronger than the power of Satan and the firſt Adam, ſhould it ſeem ever 
ſo ſtreng. Nay, it is the death of the old man already, and kills him by degrees more and 
more; till at laſt, when we drop this body of fin, it will deſtroy him entirely. Believers 
in ſuch a late may think themſelves weaker than before they had any grace, not being 
able now to put ſuch a force upon themſelves as formerly, But it is to be remembered, 
that hypocriſy and proud nature, defirous of being ſeen and taken notice of, ſometimes can 
outdo grace in many outward things, and have a better appearance in the eyes of man: for 
rea! chriſtians, not being willing to be worked upon by nature any longer, and yet having 
but little ſtrength, cannot put ſuch a conſtraint upon themſelves continually, but they 
may be in this manner toſſed to and fro; which the LorÞ wiſcly permits for their good, 
to convince them the more of their own inſufficiency and nothingneſs, that they may rely on 
the ſtrength of theLoxD, Therefore we muſt not gie over praving and hoping in this caſe ; 
but as it is only the mercy and power of CuRIS T. which preferves and ftrengthens the 
poor and feeble, we rather ought to be more earneſt in drawing near to him with all ou: 
miſery, wearineſs and nakedneis. 


Mere mortal pow*r ſhall fade and die, But we that wait upon the Loxn, - 
And youthful vigour ceaſe ; Shall feel our ſtrength increaſe, 


T* after. they have eſcaped the pollutions of the world, through the knowledge of 

the Lox D and Savtour IESUs CuRIST, they are again intangled therein, 
and overcome, the latter end is worſe with them than the beginning, 2 PET. ii. 20. 

SOME not only deny ſtrong temptations, but even all inward evil 
ſuggeſtions and {trivings againſt the ſame, eſpecially in experienced 
chriſtians ; but it is quite the contrary : for beginners ſtrive generally 
more againſt the outward pollutions of the world, whilſt the expe- 
rienced turn their force more againſt their inward ſpiritual iniquities, 
Therefore take heed to your ſpirit, though your meaning be ever ſo 
good, and your aſſurance ever ſo great. Be not too high-minded, for 
fear of falling. Beware of all ſins; for the leaſt may unawares and 
by degrees draw thee into many others, ſo as to be at laſt entangled 
in ſuch a manner, that without great watchfulneſs it will be impoſſible 


to be diſengaged, therefore be not deceived : flee all occaſions of fin. 


Say not within thyſelf, It is no matter; it concerns only outward things, 
which do not belong to the ellence of chriſtianity : ſor ſuch outward 
liberty is a ſure evidence of a falſe inward levity and lightneſs of mind, 
And by conforming to the world, we give a good 4 * to the enemy 
of ſouls to ruin us; and by ſad experience we ſhall be convinced in 
time, that our latter end is worſe than the beginning. 
O for a perſevering pow'r We would defile our hearts no more, 
To keep thy juſt commands No more pollute our hands, 


| ORE 


27 AUG. ; a 
IF it be polſible, as much as lies in you, live peaceably with all men 


x11, 18. 
Turzt is much conteſt in the world about mem and tuum, that is 
mine and thine ; but believers taking CurisT for their only propert 
whom nobody can take from them, have, in him alone, immenſe id 
fares, and laſting peace. And ſince wrath and anger turn into nothing 
but diſquietneſs, and are puniſhed by themſelves, why doſt thou ſuffer 
thyſelf to be eaſily moved by them ? The leaſt provocation, even a ſin- 
gle word perhaps, will ſtir up the corruption of thy heart, ſo as to 
change thy countenance, and make thee utter dreadful words. There- 
fore conſider how Gop bears with thee, and what an abomination an- 
ger is. It is a fire from hell, the true image of the old dragon: but 
being called to bear the image of Gop, and bring forth the fruits of the 
good Spirit, thou art to follow the lamb-like mind of Cuxisr; and to 
that purpoſe it is highly neceſſary firſt, to avoid all occaſions of ſtrife and 
contention. Secondly, to bridle our tongue, if quarrels ariſe. Thirdly, 
to ſuffer, when we are wronged. Fourthly, to pray directly, and quench 
the ſparks of fire, before they break out into a flame. This is the 
| eaſieſt and the only method to prevent great troubles, and lead a peace- 
ful happy life, for anger carries uneaſineſs, and love a fweet reſt in itſelf. 
Bleſs'd are the men of peaceful liſe, They ſhall be call'd the heirs of bliſs, 
Who quench the coals of growing ſtrife; | The ſons of Gon, the Gop of peace. 


„Rot. 
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H VING Sages brethren, boldneſs to enter into the holieft by the blobd 
of Jzsus, Sc. Let us draw near with a true heart, in full __ 
-faith ; ſaving our hearts ſprinkled (with the blood of Cuarsr, by whic 
he once entered into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption: 22 
and purged our conſciences from dead 1 to ſerve the living Gon fro 
evil co „ and our boclies waſhed with pure water, Hes. X. 19, - 


Cunisr has for ever purged our ſins by himſelf ; 4 for by one offer. 
“ ing he has perfected for ever them that are fanRified,” chap; x. 74. 
And to this ſprinkling of the blood of CASH all believers, even the 
weakeſt, are to come; that is to ſay, he has the forgiveneſ; | of ſins in 
his blood. This is his element and life; thus he“ lives by the faith 
of the Son of Goo, who alſo loved him,” always applying his ran- 
om to his ſoul, and pleading his merits before his heavenly Father, 
which keeps his conſcience pure and ealy, 


They find acceſs at er hour o happy fouls ' O glorlous fats 

To Gop within the vait; - Of ever-flowing grace F 
Hence they derive'a quick"ning pow” 4 To dwell fo near their Father's es 
And joys thit never fail,” | . 


UW. 24” ) FN 
Br un eheFefore (ns the" ? | Gon, "holy and Hehe) bowel H 
7 © hindngfe} Hirkiblontſe of mind; meckneſs, longeſuſering! Jothearing Oh, ano- 


ther, &c. and above all theſe things, put on charity, (love) which ts the bond 
of perfection, Cor ii. 12147 Fudge not, BEE. Mare. vill” Hd et 
+ WY cone of you imagine evil in your Hearts againſt his neighbour, Zac n. vithi ry. J 
: parioD * LYON „tigt ch Of 26 194 z 
HEREFORE, let us be. watchful againſt, ſuſpicions, always putti 

. 400 conſtruction up n of eee b per a 
beareth all things, and hopeth always the beſt. A 0 fince we are wtf" 
taken in our judgmetits a hundred tone, RyYSMY Profeſſor Francke 


* £7 SS k N . 
F 4x ; # 4 . 


we ought to be exceeding cautious, not to be too quick and haſty! ins: 
' WW judging of others, 
1 : | 12002 %! 1.2 lene 917 & 
Love ſuffers long with patient eye, She lays her own advantage by, 
Nor is provok'd in hae To {eek her neĩgbbour's go 
| She lets the preſent injury die, [ 80 Gov own+Sen.came down: to die,..{ - 
And long forgets the paſt. And bought our lives with blood, 


Malice and 58 thoſe fires of hell, . Love is the grace that keeps her'pow'r 4 ts 


$ with her tongue ; In all the realms above, 


9 


She quench h het | > 
Hopes, [and believer, 3nd thinks no ill, {| There taith ang hope are known do moge, 
Tho" me hdue< the. wrong, | But faints for ever love, 2 52. - 

| £5 4 33 . R 
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G.b.D:thes mu. ah and L fal de fg; and I ail avs need ng 
eie mylelf! oY . e cu. PSA 6M, cx. 7955 we 


YN! 15 -1 


don vi) *6-/ at 


ye. AU emthe flaſh. nat. aint in Fender they cannot always ü 


praftiſe that which is good, withoutconſtxaint, ſtuiſu and cruaiſying the 
old man; yet as to the ſpirit, they have delight in the word of the 


Loxb through faith, by the. opholtivg af G6 for Being kumhleqͥ on 
| this account, and earneſtly craving, pardon and ſtrength, they receive 


not only peace, but ſtrength, ſor. 5 e the fleſh, and: ly 
all things with. pleaſuzo, Sj 4 


© Fternal Spirit! we confeſs, | | Thy pow'r and glory ho een | 
* And ſing the wonders of thy grace; | And breaks the chains at P 


Thy pow'r-comveys our bleſfmgs I. Doth our imperious buſts ſubdue, . 


From Gop rann the Sow, And forme our w * anew, 
Enlighten'd * thine hong aly rays The troubled, a Rm thy w we; : 
Our ſhades and darkaefs turn to day; | Thy chearing, words awake our joys & 


bins inward teachings make us oy Thy words allay the ftormy wind, 
Our . ee tog. [ And calm the ſurges of the "wits, © ** 


243 


31 Aus. 

RISE up, my love, my fair one, and come awdy.; for lo, the winter is fiſt, 
K the rain is aver and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of the 
ſinging of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land, &c. 
Ariſe, my love, my fair one, and eome away, O] my dove that art in tie Ae 
of the rock, &c. CAN r. ii. 10—14. 


O Lordo! how often has it been winter With me, but thou haſt al- 
ways quickened me again. Grant that by theſe experiences I may be 
ſo uſed to thy ways; as always to expect the beſt from thee in-every 
thing, and to have only this one care, namely, how I may pleaſe thee as 
thy bride and dove, and be accepted through thee with thy. Father. 
Let my faith be ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner by all thy methods, that 
at laſt 7 may have boldn dneſs and find reſt in thy wounds, ſince yet Were 
is room for the greateſt of kinners, even for me. 


The voice of my beloved würds The Jewiſh wint'ry date is gone, 

Over the rocks and fifitig grounds; The miſts are fied, the ſpring cumes on ʒ 
O'er hills of gnilt, and ſeas of prief, The ſacred turtle. gore we hear | 

He leaps, he flies to my relief, Proclaim the new, the joyful year; 
Gently he draws my heart along, Asad when we hear our [£8vs fay, 

Both with his beguties and his tongue; þ « Riſe up, my love, make haſte away!” 
Rite, fays my Lon 5, make haſte away; | Our hearts would fain out-fly the wind, 
No mortal joys are worth 1. ſtay. And leave all earthly loves behind. 


I SEP. 244 ) 


: 'B E not Conformes to this world, Row. xii. 2. And love not the world, n.- 
ther the things that are in the world. If any man loue the” world, the toe 

of the Father is net in him. And the world paſſeth away; and the uf theroof*: 

but he that doth the will of God, abudeth for every 6 Jon 1 li. 15, 17. Tx 


Rrapen! whoſe will doſt thou do?. examine thyſelf, Perhaps. thee 
thinkeſt to love the world and do her will, cannot be fo great a ſin, 
fince the moſt honeſt people do the ſame. But obſerve, as thou wouldſt 
be faved, that if thou“ loveſt the, world, the love of the Father is 
e not in thee 3” and without this love of the Father, thou haſt no 
faith; and being deſtitute of faith, thou haſt no Cunisr, and conſc- 
quently no liſe and ſal vation. 


I ſend the things of earth away; | Now to the mining realms above 


Away ye tempters of the mind, I firetch my hangs, and glance my eyes ; 
Falſe as the ſmooth deceitful ſea, O for the pinions of a dove, 
And empty as the whiſtling wind, To bear me to the upper ſkies! _ 
Your ſtreams were floating me along Loan, I adore thy matchleſs grace, 


Daten to the gulph of black deſpair ; That warn'd me of the datk-abyſs ;, 
And whiltt I liſten'd to your ſong, That drew me from thoſe treach'rous ſeas, 
Your ſlieams had een convey' d me there, | And bid me ſeek ſuperior bliſs. 


even in. death. But let us take heed of preſumption, ſince we do not 


28 Er. 6 245 


N® T faſlnoning yourſelves according to the former luſts in your ignorante 
but as he who has call:d you ig holy. fo be ye holy, Note, in all manner of 
converſation, 1 PET. i. 14, 15, Give diligence to make your calling and eler- 
tion fure ; for the time paſt of our life may ſuffice us to have wrought the wall of 
the Gentiles, &c. 2 PET. i. 10. 1 PET. iv. g. 
Nox can be fo fure of his ſalvation, as to befor ever free from fe-rs 
and doubts; for there is no aſſurance without conflicts: therefore all 
diligence is required to be evermore ſure of it, ſo as to have boldneſs 


know what may befal us at laſt ; and be carcful not to deſpiſe and over- 
drive the weaker ſort of chriſtians, that by making general rules of 
our own experience, this comfortable doctrine of affurance may not 
be matter of torment to others, 


How ſhort and hafty is our life! How we deſerve the deepeſt hell, 


How vaſt our ſoul's affairs That ſlight the joys above! 
Vet ſenſeleſs mortals vainly ftrive What chains of 'vengeance ſhould we fee], 
To laviſh out their years. That break ſuch cords of love : 
Gov from on high invites us home, Draw us. O Gop! with ſov'reign grace, 
But we march heedleſs on; And lift our thoughts oh hiah; 
And ever haſt' ning to the tomb, That we may end this mortal race, 
Stoop dawnwards as ue run, And ſee ſalvation nigh. 


© 3 
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2 1 O. 


ann G in myſelf a 3 defire to be faved, as well From the power as the ppniſhinent | 
of fih, conſcious too as I am of an hearty achuieſcence/in the gaſpel· covenant, it is Uiſhonour:. 
able to the gracious maſter whoſe I ptofeſs myſelf,” to go on from day to day in heavineſs. 
My ſins, . 771 be my deſttuction, for Jesys CHN ſuffered for them. If Cna is 
is not my Saviour, then is not the ſaying of Gop faithful : a thought which my foul 
abhors. Conſider, O my ſoul, that it was the very purpoſe of CIS T's coming into 
the world to fave finners, circumſtanced juſt as thou art; yea, though thy fins be as ſcarlet, 
yea, though they be red as crimſon ; be not then caſt down, O my foul, and be not diſ- 
. quieted within me, but encoutage a chearfpl hope in thy covenant-Gop,” and inſtead of 
poring only upon thy fins, canſider he exceeding, love of CHI gr in dying for, them z 
and, conftrained hy a ſenſe of that love, do thy diligence to live unto him ; and for thus 
he wil enable thee by his holy Spirit given in anfier 1 to thy earneſt prayers. | 


* > 4 * 


The Lonp of life and glory dands; 1 | I — om fin $ deteſted ſtain, 

Aloud he cries, and ſpreads his hands; | And make the crimſon white gain 3 
He calls ten thouſand ſinners round, Lead ta celeftial joys refin cd, 

And ſends a voice from ev'ry wound, And laſting as the-deathleſs mind. 

* An ample pardon here I ße, | O Js, let me doubt ao more; 
And bid the ſentenc'd rebel live; But hear, and wonder, and adore x 
Shew him my Fatber's ſmiling face; I Till death ſhall make my laſt remove 
And lodge him in his dear embrace, To dwell for ever in thy love. / \-* 


" 


4 SEPT, (' 249) 
REPENT: ww, . 


1. 15. 
O rk great comfort, that Gos requires only Faith ; arid? ſuch a 


faith which is his On gift, And is held" - Forth truly to eyery one 3 
will receive his pardon, grace and Joye. But chat this may not he under 

ſtood of pre ſumptuous notious. in ur heads, it is ell to be Wel 
that true repentarice goes boſoe faith ; by hioh he heart is not oni 
convinced: of fin; and filled with godly ſorrow;'$ut'changed {ſows 0 
hate and. abandon all fins. It is not endtigti to leave off ſorne of 
our fins, or be outwardl) refortned ; but it "mult be a an inward and 


thorough change of the whole mind; far if one kn be reigning, we 
cannot be ſaid to have repented, and received that faith and power of 


Gop which overcomes need ſin. v 1910 OBI 
Miſtaken ſouls! that dream of wg "Ds | None bun x Hing pow! f 'opltes. 24K 
And make their empty boaſt 1 To Cuk sr, the living head. 
of inward joys, and fins forgiv* v5. Iuris faith 25 purifies the heart ;, ; 
Wu chey are Hanes w'toltt || >pickaith that works by be; 
Vain are our fancies airy 2 That bids. air ns aud Jufts depart; 5 
If faith de cold and dead 3. gt A gut Yo above. 


* & 
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248 ) CI Þ C. 
HE 450 fay unto youg, 1 fay unto rr ing Ss; Xii. OY * 
| Om e celehration of ſome treat eren al anxious are the 2 


ro, get in time to the place painted? What earneſtheſs is ro be ſeen In their Ipoles? 
A eitel Would we be in watching for the hour im which our Lon p (hall come, that 1 
( 


we” may not be Athamed befbre nim. A heart deceived by fin may figget r atgh-" 
c ment{ageintt this/boly cartiefthels,” bit they ure the'Fealonirgh of folly, it is a 'genatht 
antes *. What 1 fay unto you, I ſay onto all; Waren!“ Almoſt every day affotds 
an inſtanceſ of ſome one bprried into eternity on a ſudd eg. Was not hourly watchfulneſs 
— a merciful. Gon would hot permit ſuch ſudden bs s. But be has founded the 
alarm, Ye know nat what. hour our Loxp doth come, ive me grace, 0 L. , to 
Jive! always a as if 1 heard: that folemn voice ſounding continually in n my ears, A. le, 
l dend, and come .t6 Jalta "667 * Nane 
2 RAO Mile, t rsa Lars tn dne writer 4, ) | 
3 — Abe voful e en u 43 
And view the chreat nin Th; account will forely come; 


Legions of foes encamp around, And op'ning day, or cloſing nigbt, 
And treach ry lurks aithin. 06 May | bear me to my doom. 


* rr 
; ; 


» af - — — 


Now 10 ihe volk of Cen ae: + || Tremendougthoughg} How deepit ſtrikes! 
Beho dt hy Matter Nears, did If, Yet like 4 gream it fies, 
The —— arduous talk purſusg, N Till Gop's,awn voice the bomber chale 


With vigour, aud with fern. ; ' From "theſe deluded eyes. 


} 


* 


6 SEPT. ( 249 ) TY 


2 I alfo, when I am old and gray-headed, O Gov, forſake me not, Ps xt 
Ixx1,18. O keep my foul, and deliver me; let me not be aſhamed, for I 

ut int truſſt in thee. Let integrity and uprightneſ; preſerve me: for I wait on 
ther, PSA. XXV. 20, 21. Divine anſwer ; Hearken: unto mc, O houfe of 
acob, and all the remnant of the houſe of Jjrael, which are born by me from the 
A, back are carried from the womb. And even to your old age I am #He, 
and even to your hoary, lairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will _—_ 
even I will carry and will deliver you, ISA I. xlvi. g, 4. 


Sor ne ver Joes nor can forfake me, ſince 1 am as near and as cloſely united to him as 
a child which is carried in the mother's womb, O great comfort! what chn I have to 
fear; ? May not expect every thing now confidently fiom him? Ves, and this is what 
pleaſes him above all things. Therefore I will © be careful fox nothing, but in everything” 
« by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, make my requeſt known unto him,” 
PH1L., iv. 6. always truſting that he will as certainly carry me through all difiguites to 
come, as he has Cone hitherto; ſo that I can even give him thanks for it beſoreband. 


O Loa d, 3 — : =_ — — better ill, n 75 
| My Cod, my OY hope, * Stil bas my ne new ; wonders pal” 
I live upon thy truth, 3 i Repeated er ry year; b — 44. 


Thine hands have held my childhood 1 vp, | . Behold my days that yet * 
And ftrengthen' all my youth. 1 truſt chem to thy cat. 


rr. ( 250 ) r Ja 
RUS T ge not in lying words, ſaying, Tir temple of the Lox v, theten 

f the Loa p, the 7 of the — A by thor . 
ways and your doings, &c. Jr R. vii. 4, 5 Of true prayer and worſhip 
in ſpirit and in truth, fee alſo Jon iv. 24. Roan, Xii. 1. Janes 1, 2%. 
As a contrite heart is the moſt pleaſing temple of Cop; ſo ſpeaki 

with Cop, in words of our own, as & child docs with his father, is 
the beſt book of prayer. The moſt cunning method, by which Satan 
deceives many now, is, the miſtaking of an extenſive knowledge and 
aſſurance of their own making for true faith; ar truſting on ſome out- 
ward forms of worſhip, ſenſible motives; or communion with others; 
and pretending too ſoon toeyangelical experiences, libectics and/build- 
ing of fouls up; though there was never a true change wrought in their 
pwn hearts. For what can all our reading, prayers, going to church 
and ſacrament profit us, without this? Before all this ſhall be accept- 
able to che Lon p, we muſt be renewed in our minds, and prove by our 


- * 


own words and deeds that we are the living temples of Go. 
Is there a thing beneath the ſun O hide this ſelf from me, that! 

That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare? | No more, but Cunts r in me may live 

Ahl tear it thence, and reign alone My vile «ffe&ions erucify 3* 

The Lon p of ev*ry motion. there ! ] Let not one darling buſt ſurvi e: 
Then mall my heart from earth be free, In all things. may I nothing ſce, 
When it has found repoſe in the. Nothing delire, or Teck, but Thee. 


8 SEP r. ) * 
1 me not, O Lox v my Bop; be not jar from me. Divi 
anſwer; Ihe mountains fall depart, and the hills be removed ; has i 
kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neuher ſhall the covenant of my peare be r- 
moved, faith" the 2 x % that hac mercy on thee, O thou affliffed, toſſed with 
N and not comforied; hehold, 1 240 lay thy ſtones with fuir colours, and 
lay thy foundations with. ſaplires. And I will make thy waxgdows- of Agateg, 
and thy gates of carbuncle, and all thy borders of MNeafant tongs, 1341, Hy. 
1015. 
svcu as have never been. deſtitute of comfort, do not reliſh this- 
word. O Lon p, as thou haſt once quickened me by it in great dil- 
tres, I will henceforth: evermore-take-hold-of it; and firmly believe, 
even without ſeeling, that thou wilt-perform everything punttually: 
Thou being my Gop-in-covenant, wilt never forſake-me, but order all 
things ſor my good, adorn and carry me-through, though all tempeſts.. 
ſhould fall upon me, and every . * . 10 o pieces. N 1 
faithfulneſs: requires. ab bers 


Firm are the words which prophets give, T' ates the ** of his Sony! 
Sweet Words on which: believers live; And call-the joys of ew'n dur o-⁷] Zn 
Each of them is the voice of Oo, Then could the earth's old pihart hike, 


O | for a ſtrong, a laſting faith, Out Ready Got, ſhowld fear ne tore 


Who ſpoke and ſpread the ſkies abroad. [ And Abr wheels'of natute brek; 
Tu credit what th*Alwighty ſaith ! Than folid rocks when billows'rone: 


9 SEPT. Ing. ws 4 
1 not unto thine own underſtanding, Prov. iii. 3. Be not wife in 


your own conceits, Ro. x11. 17. * the ci Wem * ths world 15 8 
ys with Gon,” 1 Con. 1 iii. 19. 


4 . 


A 1 will do thei will of the Lanks: . is not wite i in bil 
own conceit, avoiding vain curioſity, and praying carneltly, ſhall cer. 
tainly know the counſels and will of God, Joux viii. 17. But he muſt 
depend more upon the word of Gop, than his own feeling ; - ſince our 
own ſpirit often mixes with ſpiritual ſenſations, and tempts us to luſt, 
fear, preſumption and pride: and many truſt even to their ſcandalous 
whims and fancies, as if all were ſrom our Saviour.  OLoxy, grant 
that I may be always jealous over myſelf, go in and out with er , 
and not err in any thing to the hurt of r my foul. 


Thus faith chi wiſdom of the Lox », | Immortal life is. his rewald, 

. BleſfS'd is the man that bears my word; | Life and the favour of the Lon v. 
Keeps daily,watgh. before my gates, But the vile wreteh. that flies from me, 
And at my feet for, mercy Waits...;. Doth his own foul an injury 3 w 

: The foul that ſeeky me ſhall obtain | Fools, that agdinft my grace rebel, 
Immortal wealth and hear nly gaia; , Scek Jeath, and love the read to Leu. 


10 4 os of 


D ve Lox o went before them * a pillar of a cloud, to lead them 
the' way; and by night in a of fire, to give them light; to 
and night, &c. — . — a left os, — xiii. a9 þx 
the pullar of the cloud went from before thetr face, and ſtood behind then; and it 
came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Iſrael : which pre- 
vented the meeting of” — And the children of Iſrael went into the nat 
of the fea upon the F ground and the waters were a wall unto them, on theur 
right hand and on their left, chap. xiv. 19, 22. And all the Ifraelites paſſed 


chan over Jordan, Jos H. iii 17. Therefore we know that all thangs work 


together for good to them that love Cob, Rom. viii. 28. 


Wr want daily ſome fort or other of affliction and burden, to ſerve 
us as rails and walls againſt the carnal wanderings of our hearts. 
Therefore when we meet with diſtreſs, we muſt think it is the wall 
or hurden for the day to keep us from ET and falling into the 
ſnares of the enemy. | | 


There is a land of pure delight, | And bnger, ſhiv'ring on the brink, / 
Where ſaints immortal reign ; And fear to. lanch away... - | 

Infinite day excludes the night, Couls we but climb where Moſes food, 
And ple aſutes banifh pain. | And view the landſkip ober, | 

But timorous mortals ſtart and ſhrink, Nor Jordan's ſtream, nor deaths cold focd, 


To croſs this .narrow ſea; 4 Should fright vs from the ſhoxe, 


* 
* 


ND 4+ cams to 1 when 14% hed , Hand; that Ifracl pr prevail: 

and when he let down has hand, Amalth prevailed. But Mojes' fangs were 
heavy, Cc. Exop. xvii. 1, 12. And le (the king of Uracl) t. And 
he (Eliſha) faid : The arrow of the Lowp's deltwerance, and the arrow of de- 
'hrverance from Syria, &c. Aud he (the king) ſmote Urrece, and flayed. - Ant 
"the mam of G On was wroth withi/romy amd aid, Thou frouldeſh hiwve fautich 
fue or fix limes, then hadft thou fmatien Syria till thou hadſt conſumed it, Ker. 


2 KiNes xtit, 17—19. 


Tux more prayer, the more. victory. Every grone is a ſtroke and 
_ a fling-ſtone on the head of the old man. Though he ſhould appear 
as a Goliath, he muſt dic but by degrees. May the Loan make me 
Inſtant | in Payer, and give mea true deſire for his Word. 


My rifing ſov], with Brong defi _ :- | My dearefi Los 5, 1 long t to be 
To perfect happineſs aſpires ; Empty'd of fin, and full of thee, 
Wich ſteady ſteps wou'd tread the road ; 
That leads to heavy n, that leads to cou For thee J pant, for thee I [ob 

Art thou withdrawn ? Again teturn; 
T thirſt co drink unmingled love, Nor let me be the firſt to-fay, + | 
From the pure fountain. head above; 5 Thou wilt not hear when aner pray. 


— — 


* 


4 Jaags ate bad, end yove pt god — rn 


iy 1 


To lay n hold on crx crucifted, and reſt e 
upon his meritorious death with a true ſaith, is the one thing needfal 
of a chriſtian ; which is the ſum and ſubſtance, nay the very marrow 
of the old and new teſtament, and above all things gives the · grrateſt 
n. | = 


k Ales! 1 42 did my Solar ese 1 When Gos the 00 maker eld 4 
And did my for” ren die > : For man the creature's in, 
Would he devote that farre# head, Bo Pre 
For ſuch, a worm. a2 [17 — hide my blafking fog. v 
While his dear croſs appears; 7 
Was it for crimes that I had done, | Diſſolve my heart in thankfovlneſs, .. | 


He gron'd beter the tree ? And melt my eyes to tears, 
Amazing pity.! grace vnknown ! | — 


And love beyond D 4 s of grief can ne'er repay, _ - 
| The debt of love I 8 2 
Well: might the ſur» in darkneſs Boe, | Here, Loa, I give myſ ſelf n. Fs 


gat at his glories in, 0 'Tis all that I can do. 


0 x 'F >4 
\ . * 1 


. 


0 UR Father who art in heaven, Marr. vi. o. Divine anſwer; | 

fore come out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, faith the Loa p; and 
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive yo, and. will be @ Father 1 
niko yoit, and ye ſhall be my ſons and datighters,” faith the Lo AU Almughty, il © 
Cor VikK't7; 18. „ neg wet © opting $04 hv hr 
Io apply che goſpel in general without diſtinction, as if all were 
children of Goo, nay in a ſtate of ſalvation, does extetding great 
harm: St Paul acts otherwiſe here. The heart muſt firſt be broke; Il 
and diſcharged from the comfort of the world. Curr comes only a 
to comfort, namely, all mourners ; conſequently every one muſt mourn oi 
firſt, though not in the ſame degree, and to make amends, but ſo much Ml 
that he may be really humbled, ſufficiently deſirous, and prepared to 


k is ft * 
w* 1\ 


receive the comfort. To experience the goſpel requires time. Many ; 
pretendir.ow”* too ſoon to an evangelical ſtate, inſiſting upon aſſurance 

and boldneſs which they have not in themſelv es. p 

R ry a 1 1 | f ieee eee 0 

ENI reigns, his throne is high, His love reveals a ſmiling face; g | A 

is robes are light, and mojeſtyg I His tiuth and promiſe ſeal the grace, | ! 

His glory ſhioes,with brams fo-bright,,, And ein this gloriour Lao deten. fe 

No mor tal can ſuſtain the ſight, To be my father and myftiene? -/- u. 


His terrors keep the world in zwe; Then let my ſongs with angels join; | 
His juſtice guards his holy law ; Heav'n is ſecure, if God be mine; P 


rere ͤ DJFAa3a YT ws 


14 SEPT, ( WF 
HA T'think"ye of Cunist? Marr. xxli. 42. 

, AxD ought we not to put this queſtion to our ſouls, when our 
Wen for ever depends upon him; and when without him we are 
undone to eternity? How ought we then to think of the Lord Ixsus 
Cu xisT? Surely as the ſcripture repreſents him to be, the 
„chief among ten thouſand, and altogether lovely.“ We. aught to 
think of him in his perſon, as the great Gop incarnate; in his work 
and his offices, as the Saviour of Iſrael : We ought to think of him as 
one, in whom juſtice is ſatisfied, love and righteouſneſs manifeſted, 
and ſinners are ſaved,” O what have Goo' 8 people ever thought. (OY 
cukisr Jxsus 5 And what do the ſaints now in heaven think of him 
But what think we of Cuaisrꝰ when burdened with {in ; when op- 
preſſed with affliction. When we cannot entertain à good thought 
of ourſelves, can we then think of CuRIsT as highly as heretofore ? 
Alas! how very weak is our faith at the beſt! Logo, ſtrengthen. our 
faith, ,inflame our love, enlarge our views, ſapport us in trials, guide 
us by thy counſels; and receive us in d chat we . 798, thy 
praiſe to all eternity. Amen. 


15 SEPT. ( 258) ++ 


UR converſation, or our citizenſhip, is in heaven, Pu II. iii. 20. there. 
fare rejoice, becauſe your mames are written in heaven, LUKE x. 20, And 
7 your affections on Uungs abave, not on things on the earth, Cor. i iii. 2. 


RT x / ( ä 


3 Cn RISTIAN being only a traveller through this world, having as 

it were a night's-lodging in it, does not deſire to have every thing o 
convenient; but ſince his journey's end and city is in heaven, all his WM : 
actions, ſufferings, prayers, trade and converſation, turn that way. 
O Logo, grant that mine eyes may be always fixed upon this mark, 
ſo as to regulate all my deſigns and doings accordingly : aſking myſelf 5 
in every thing, whether it be fit for heaven, and agrecable to the mind Ml + 
and manners of the celeſtial citizens and r e above Wei 


a Rail thee, my foul, a up and run | The 5 4 tenants of the FAIL boten J. 
PFPbro' ev'ry hear l Nees Stand bending round che chrone; 
And ſay,” There's nought below the fun | And ſaints and ſeraphs fing and praiſe 


That's worthy of thy feet. 8 The inffnite TuxEE- OY E. 
Thos will we mount of ſacted wings, sus, O when ſhall that dear day, 
And tread the courts above: That joyful hopr appear, 


Nor earth, nor all her mightieſt thing, | When 1 ſhall leave this houſe of 22 
Shall tempt our meaneſt love, i To dwell amongf them there? 


es 


16 SEPT. ( 259 ) | 
70 Him give all the prophets witneſs, that through tus name, whoſoever 
believes in him ſhall rereive remiſſon of fins, Ac rs x. 4g. chap. iv. 12. 
This name is as ointment poured forth, the fulnels of all grace, CAN r. i. 9. 
It is a ſtrong tower : "the righteous runneth into it, and is ſafe, PRov. xviii. 10. 
Ix this name we ſhall draw nigh to the Father in prayer, and not 
come before him with a ſtrange fire of our own worthinek or devo- 
tion ; and he will draw nigh to us again, James iv. 8. He will cet- 
tainly grant our petitions, “ and we ſhall receive, that our joy may be 
+ full,” Joux xvi. 24. For the Lok Þ is good, and ready to for- 
„ give, and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon him,” 
Psal. Ixxxvi. 5. and all thefe promiſes are yea and amen in Cuyrisrt; 
that every one can day, © The Logp will reteive my prayer,” PSA T. 
vi. 9. © Bleſſed be Gop, who has not turned away my prayer, nor hits 
# mercy from me; for © he has dealt bountifully with me,” PSN 
Ixvi. 20. and $11, 6. * nee 
Lift up your eyes to th? heav'nly feats» | The psd with his en ſacrifice 
Where your Redeemer ſtays 2 Preſents them tu the king 
Kind Interceſſor] there He fits Jesus alone ſhall bear my cries 
And loves, and pleads, and prays... Up te ide Fathers thinks :;.__ 
Petitions now , and praiſe may riſe,” He, deateft" Lov!" perfumes mf fighs, 
Aud ſcinzs their off 'rings bung; a lee e or. 3} 
11 f 1339 $ 4 N 


: 


17 SEPT. 


( 260 )) 


4 46 31 


TY thy preſence is fulneſs of joy, at thy right hand there are pleaſures for 


evermore, PSAL. xvi. 11. 


Rx v. xxi. 2, 3, 47 10, 12. 


And I ſau the holy city, 
ſcending out of heaven from Gov, prepared as a bride adorned 


new ferufalem, dt. 


or her"huſband, 


O ur dear Saviour! IP ſtill 0 very n and little . 
* heaven, grant that I may be more adorned with faith and love, 
with a heavenly mind and ſpiritual deſires. And fince thou knoweſt 
in what T'am wanting, and haſt juſtified'and clothed me already with 
thy on garment and blood, and haſt brought ſo many fons to glory; 
I traſt; that thou wilt alſo un tin ay and fetch me home 


in due time. 


O, the delights, the 10 nly j joys, 
The glories of the place, 


Where Jxsus ſends the brighteſt beams 


Of his o'erflowing grace | 


Archangel ſound his lofty praiſe | 
Thrio* ev'ry heaw'nly fert; 

And lay their higheſt honours down 

Submiſſive at his feet, | 


I Lon b, how cur ſouls are all c on fire 


To ſee thy bleſs'd abode ; 
Our tongues rejoice in tunes of praiſe 
To our incarnate Gov, 


And white' our faith enjoys this delt, 
We long to leave our clay; 
And wilt: thy fiery chariots, Lo ap, 

To fetch our fouls away, 


18 SEPT, (6) 


7 TC H and pray : let us be. going, Marr. xxvi. 41, 46. Remember 
Lot's wife, Lux Ek xvii. 32. Thus ts the way, watk ye in it, when you 
turn to the riglit hand, and when you. turn to the left, ISA. XXX. 21. 


To keep free from ſelf-righteouſneſs and falſe joy and liberty, is the 
lafeſt way. O my dear Saviour! thou art my way; I walk in thy 
name, I live in faith, I look upon thee, I cleave to thee, I abide in 
thee; and my conſtant ſaying is, I am juſtified, clean, and free by 
thee ; not to live licentiouſly, but to be kept from it. For if I was 
not to reſt in thee, I ſhould reſt in the fleſh; but being taken up with 
thee, all other things muſt vaniſh away, and I am able to be watchful, 


cloſe and fervent. n 
When my forgetful ſ ul renews Then I repent, and vex my foul, 
The favour of thy grace ; That 1 ſhould leave thee ſo; 
My heart preſumes I cannot loſe Where, will thoſe wild affeQions roll, 
The reliſh all my days. | | That let a Saviour go?. | 
But ere ſome fl-eting hour is paſs'd, Shew my forgetful feet the Way 
The flatt' ring world employs. , .. / That leads to joys on hihjß;; 
Some ſenſual. bait to ſeize my taſta, There knowledge grows without W 


And to pollute my joys. xt. | And love e. never die. 


19 SEPr. (262) 142 85 
R Hure ne, as in my preſence, and be thou perſett, Gr x. xvii. r. 


VE Fear Gop, and keefi his commandments ; all, not one excepted; for 
this is the whote duty of all men. For God fhall bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every fecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evel, ECCLts, 


X11. 13, 14. t 
CopxsegventLy all ſuch things as are now ealled indifferent in their i 
nature, will alſo be arraigned, and not judged indifferent, but either 1 


- aftually good or actually evil. O the prodigious harm that is done by ſ 
this falls doctrine of innocent things? It opens the. door to innumera- 7 
ble fins, . For though our conference often tells us, that we ſhould not 1 
do ſuch things as are not actually good; yet preſently innocence is ( 

leaded, it is called a harmleſs thing; which, ae it could not be 5 

id to be good, yet it was not evil neither, but quite indifferent in its " 
nature: by which thouſands ars drawn inter the ſnares of the devil. 
O Loxp, grant that all my works be done unto thee, and in thy pre- 
ſence, agreeable to thy commandments ; that even vr leaves may not 


wither, and whatſoever I do may proſper and abide for ever. 
Within thy ciecling pow?'t I und; O may theſe thoughts poſſeſs my breaſt, 
On es ry ſide I find thy hand; . Whare'er I rove, where'er | reſt; 
Awake, aſleep, at home, abroad, Nor let my weaker paſſions dare 


I am ſurrounded ſtill with G o 5. Conſent to fin, for God is there, 


20 SEPT, N 263 ) 
7 ERILY, verih I fay tinto you, Except u man be born again, he carat 


fee the kingdom of Gov, Joux iti. g. 


Cos Ny no outward form of religion will do; but we muſt 
be ſpiritually born by the Spirit of Gov, and have our hearts changed, 
elle we cannot enter into the kingdom of Gov. CurisT confirmed it 
twice with an oath, How is it poſſible then, that mere honeſt and 
moral men can be ſaved? Will Cnr:5r break his double oath ? Na 
ſurely. Therefore outward groſs immoralities being only blamed and 
rebuked, moral ' chriſtians always flip through; and the Toofer fort 
think, that they can leave off their open fins one time or another; and 
ſo none is duly concerned to be thoroughly converted : but the new 
birth, and a real change of the heart, being inſiſted upon, and Carist 
held forth in this only true way, every one; who will be ſaved, muſt 


be turned, 


The ſecond Adam ſhall reftore Nor would our Saviour come to be 
The ruins of the firſt; . The miniſter, of fin, 

Hoſanna to that ſov*reign pow'r Hlis Spirit purifies our frame, 
That new creates our duſt, And ſeals our peate with Gon ;; 

When from the curſe He ſets us froe, IEsus and his ſal vation came 
He niakes our natures clean. | By water and by od. 


een - — — 


21 SEPT. 


( 264 1 
H art thou caft down, O my foul ? and ay art chou difqucted within WM + 
me ? Hope thou in Gop, for I ſhall. yet praiſc lum, who'ts:the health of | 


my countenance and my Cop, PSAL. xlit. 2, gy. 6 For I reckon, that the 


ſufferings of this preſent time, are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
all be * 0 | 1 . 2. * 8 Nr As : | 


m us, Ron. viii. 1 8. 


. Tars ſhows, that even believers are ſtill in diſquietnefs, but they 
conquer it by faith and hope to the end. If the Logw had faid, that 
they ſhould ſtrive, pray and hope, till ſuch and ſuch a time; and his 
help. ſhould fail, then they might deſpair : but as he fixes no certain 
time, but without limitation requires them to hope; this keeps them 
from. impatience and deſpair; thould he even tarry to the end, they 
will certainly experience him then, if no ſooner, to be faithful in his 

miſes. O Lon d, ſuffer not the load to lie too long nor too heavy 
upon me, that I may not be unfaithful: I truſt thou wilt in due time 
prove thylelf to be my help, and thy word to be true, 


"Tis Gop that lifts our comforts high, 
Or ſinks them in the grave x 

He gives (and bleſſed be his name!) 
He takes but what he gave. 


Peace, all out angry paſſions chen; 
Let each rebellious ſigh 


Be ſilent at his ſov'reign will, 
And ev'ry murmur die, N 


If ſmiling mercy, crown our lives, 
Its praiſes ſhall be ſpread; _ 
And we'll adore the Juftice An 

That ſtrikes our comforts dead, 


22 SEPT. '( 1265 *) PSAS 14 
E not ſoon ſhaken in mind, 2 Trzss, ii. 2. I determined not to know" any 


'B thing. among you, ſaue IE SVS Chkisr, and him cruciſted, 1 COR, ii. 2. 
11 whom are td. all We regen of dom and knowledge, COL, ii. 3. 


o ur dear baviens, — that I may reſt quietly and humbly in thee, avoiding all 
ſverving preſumptions and actions which are not commanded to me, He that always 
cyets naveltirs, it is a fign that he bas not as yet taſted the power of the good word of 
(op; elſe he would certainly be ſatiified with it. Better daily to improve in the power 
ol godlineſs, than in new words, forms and methods. May the Lon D quicken me 
„by the old truths, and humble my heart evermore, ſo as to receive them better, and to 
obige in that which I have heard from the beginning!“ Novelty is the bane of fouls, 
| bywhich we are often grievouſiy tormented and viſtracted. It is work enough for a week 
af quiet ſoul to keep within the'bounds of ' a ſettled mind, and effectually to center in 
G6 W. How is it poſſible for ſuch as from a vain curioſity defrre to know every thing, to 
eny true reſt? What have we to do with the world? What need to meddle with the 
buneſs of others? What ſ.gniſies all knowledge, if it does not profit our ſouls? Had we 
hot better to be ner of ſome other things, than. to want a ſaving knowledge of 


' Cmisr? 


(that the Loan would guide my ways | My ſoul has gone too far aſtray, 
To keep his ſtatutes ſtill; N A V My feet roo often ſſip' ; 
Chat my Gop would grant me grace Yet ſince I've not forget thy way, 
| To know and do his will Reſtore thy wand'ting heep, . 


23 SEPT. '( * ) K 4 


72 nme thoroughly from mine inequity, and cltanſe me from my 5 
PSI. li. 2. Divine anſwer; The blood ee Curt the Oh 


of Gon Cleanſeth us from all fin, 1 Joan i. 16. 


UxDtx the ceremonial law all things were purged with blood, and 
without ſhedding of blood there was no remiſſion ; thus it is impoli- 
ble, that any one in, even the leaſt finful motion, ſhould he taken away 
except by the blood of Cynist, Jxsus. This — us the heinoil- 
neſs of fin, keeps us humble, tender and watchful, and yet gives fil. 


ficierit Peace a and ſtrength at the ſame time. | 
{ 


My dying er and my Gov, X Th' stonement of thy blood apply, 
Fountain for guilt and fin, Till faith to fight improve; 
; ' Sprinkle me ever with thy blood, g Till hope ſhall in framion dir, 
And cleanſe, and keep me clean. And all my ſoul be love. 
Waſh me, ang make me thus thy own : | For ever here my reſt ſhall be, 
Wah me, and mine thou art; Cloſe to thy bleeding fide ; 
Waſh me, but not my feet alo I "Tis all my hope and all my plea, 
wid hands, my head, my dee. For me the Saviour dy'd. 


24 SEPT. ( 7 * 
Ex AMI E yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith, 2 CoR. xiii. ge, 


Bur is there any need of ſuch ſelf-examination, when yet we preah 
Car1sT, and ſtay ourſelves on his name? Alas! it is poſhhle both to 
preach and profeſs him, to be confident reſpecting him, as our Rock 
and Redeemer, whilft ſtill we remain without intereſt in Rim, and 
are yet in the way fo everlaſting deſtruction. Thus Jzsvs hath told 
us, Marr. vii. 22, 23. Let us examine ourſelves; Is our faith in Him 
accompanied with much felf-abhorrence, in the views of our ſinful- 
neſs and pollution before him? Do we prize him, not only for his 
favour to us, but for his own geodnels, his grace and his excellence ? 
Do we love him, fo as we love nothing beſide, not ſelf, not the world, 
net caſe or advantage? Then ſurely we are his, and He alfo is ours: 
Theſe graces are the fruits of his Spirit within us; they are proofs of 
our faith, and of our union with him: and if we are united by the 
Spirit to ]zsvs, he will certainly own us before men and angels; he 
wil never forſake us in time or eternity, But how dreadful will 
their caſe be who deceive themſelves here; and habitually give them- 
_ felies unto fin and iniquity, whilſt yet they make mention of Jasus 
Caisr, with their lips? Keep us, Lov, we beſeech thee, from ſuch 
fad leluſion-! O give us to remember our paſt provocations; and to 
knov, to love, and to ſerve thee in ſincerity. | 


92 


25 SEPT. ( 268 ) n T 
72 HAT lack I yet ? Marr. xix. 20. Yet lackeſt thou one thing, Luxt 
; XVIlt, 22, For, one thang is needſul, LUKE x. 422. 

Tu is one thing needful is to have Cu isr; and by being firſt, with 
Mary, ſerved and treated by him, we draw the neceſſary ſtrength from 
him, to ſerve him again, He muſt be firſt our meat, before. we can 
feed on him, or do any thing for him. Faith receives grace firſt from 
the fulneſs of Cux ISH; and being thus ſtrengthened, begins to give 
and work alſo, though it be but faintly, However, it is not by our 
working and giving, but by the receiving in faith, that we become 
chriſtians, and remain in a perfect ſtate of ſalvation : ſince we receive, 
even with the feeble hands of faith, a whole and perfeft Cuznr. 
* This is the one thing needful,” | 


Tl hear of nothing elſe beſide I Sure none refuſe to join this ſong, 
My Jzsv, and him crucifyd; Io praiſe our Saviour all elo 
In him is all 1, want: Their pilgrimaße below; 
His blood, his meritorious blood, | To ſing. There's none, there's none leſide, 
Alone is rich, alone is good, | « But Jxsv, and him ecrucify'd, / 
For that alone 1 pant. 4] * Needfuj for us to Know.“ 
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mn JJ HAT I. fay unto you, I fay unto all, Watch, Marx xiii. 27. But, 
awake firſt to righteouſneſs, 1 Cox. xv. 34. 4% 


EN believers are ſtill tempted with heavineſs and droufineſs i in 
ert but it is their great croſs and burden. O Los Ixsus, grant 
that mine eyes being continually fixed upon thee and upon myſelf, I 
may always have grace, not only to believe myſelf clean and Juſtified 
in thee, but alſo to keep up my zeal and che | | 


O cho, ho all things eanft control,” © | With ont-ftretch's hands, 2d 4 ramingere 
Chaſe the dead ſlumber fiom my foul; Oft 1 begin to graſp the prize; 
With joy and fear, with love and awe, | I grone, I ficive, I watch, I pray: 

| Give me to keep thy perſect law, But ah! how ſoch it dies away? ' =» 


O may one beam of thy bleſt light The deadly Nymber ſoon I feel 
Pierce thro*, ciſpel the ſhades of night: Aff eſh upon my ſpirit ſteal: 

Touch my cold breaſt with heav'nly fire, | Riſe, Loan! ſtir up thy quick” ning por, 
With holy, conqu'ring aral inſpire, And vaks m that I 0-ep no > Wore. 4 


e 


with. 


27 SEPT. (. "JO ”) 
Jy HAT things were gain to me, thoſe J counted loſs for Cui; yea 

doubtleſs, and I count all things but toſs, for the excellenty of the knows- 
ledge of CRS JxEsus my ng for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may win CuRISIT, m_ be Fond ty in 
hum, thi , Pars. i iii. 19 | 


Tais was the life and conſtant 5 of St Paul, The words, In 
10 Him, in Cnaisr, in the Los, Iam i in Carisr, &c.” occur con- 
tinually. I chooſe it for my motto alſo, It ſhall be my great tower, 
my ſtrong fortreſs, my ſweet. paradiſe, mine only element and liſe. 
Here I will take up my abode ſor ever: It is good for us to be 
« here; here let us make tabernacles.“ Here death ſhall find me at 
laſt. | 6 


A Had 1 ten thouſand gifts befide, 
- Fe cleave to Jes v crucify'd, 

1 And build on him alone: 
For no foundation is there ygiv'n” 
On which I'd place my hapes of heav'n, 
But Cun18T the corner Rone, 


) 


| 


Poſſeſſing CRN 187, I all poſſeſs; 


| Wiſdom, and ſtrength, and righteouſneſs, 

And ſanctity complete: 

Bold in his name, I dare draw nigh 
Before the Ruler of the ſky, 


1 


And all his juſtice meet, 


S . 
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I 4 T muſt I do to be ſaved? Divine anſwer ; Believe on the Lone 
Jxsus, and thou fhalt be faved, and thy houſe, Aers xvi. 31. 


Fair u is not a confidence of our own making, but it is Gop that 
works it in a contrite and repenting heart. This faith, as Luther in 
his preface to the Epiſtle to the Romans obſerves, purifies the heart, 
deſtroys the old Adam, overcomes the world, engenders us anew, 
and changes us in heart, mind, and all the powers and faculties of 
the ſoul ; which, is the true proteſtant faith ; and not that we only 
think and lay, „I believe.” By this we muſt try our faith. All 
true believers have received it under a ſenſe of holy contrition and 
ſorrow. If we feel Tomething of this, and apply to Cuz1sr by prayer 
for faith and grace, we have a ſure mark of faith already; for if we 
did not believe, we would not pray. And he that daily cleanſes him- 
{elf in the blood of Cunisr, has true faith and hope already, though 


be is but weak, and does not taſte any joy. 


Ye dying ſouls that fit . _ | Their righteouſneſs and ſtrength is found 
In darkneſs and giftreſs,, In CaRr1sT the Loap alone. 

Look from the borders of the pit | In him fhall/ Hracl truſt. 
To Cnxnis7's, recov'ring * 10 And ſes Wer -gvilt« forgiv' g 
Sinners ſhall bees his ſound 3 Soy will pronovnece the finners juſt, 
1 heir thankful tongues ſhall own, And take the ſaints to hes n. 


| JBSTAZN fron all 


harmleſs, the ſons of Go without rebuke, in- the mitt/t 
6k nation, among whom you ſhine as lights in the world, 


272 +I TE On 
8 F evil, that je may be blameleſs and 
3 and 

HIL 11. 15, 


on D, 1 deſire to ſhine in good works, the genie fialis of faith; 
11 therdfate will I give myſelf up to thee to purge me, that I.may. bring 
forth more fruit, Looking upon myſelf as thine, I Would not only 
abſtain from evil, but from the very appearance of-i it. Some content 
themſelves with being blameleſs, but I would with: to appear” ſo fot 


the goſpel's lake, leſt throu 


'me offence ſhould come ; which, FO far 


48 f in me lieth, 1 would prevent. Thy, children, O Gοο. are as:lights 
in the world; O! pour thy grace, that heavenly oil, into my lamp, 


and ſo trim it that it may give light unto all an hat va may be 
won by my upright and holy conduct. 


0 L6kpt: my ſtubborn will fobdue; 


Create my ruin'd frame ane -w 
Diſpel my darkneſe by thy bet: 77 
Into all truth my ſpirit guides: 


But from mige eyes far ever. hide 
All things diſpleaſing in thy ht. 


F - 4 
„ ö 1 


| 


ö 


| 


Be heaven now my ONT abode, ths 
Hid be my life with Cans Tin Gov. 
My ſpirt, Lon b, de one with thine; 


Let aiim works in thee'be'wrought, - 
And fill'd with thee, be alf my Yobght, 


Till in me thy full lizeneſs ſhine, 


% e 


. 


* 
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Lu ET him that ic athuyftemme'> and whoſoever will, . him kale Shi * 
aye freely, -onragng mou N 
Ir than be A ſenſe of 0 in, eee. — of ſpiri its bleffings — a  willingnef to be A 
by grace, hough: you know not hat- Cantsr's ſecret power that makes you willing, 
being athirſt and willing, you we invited: do not puzzie and perp'ex yourſelf, with 
wk queſtions 26 theſe” Am elected? Havel a right? Am L prepared'? But come 
upon the ivitat an, asd take gardon, peace, righteouſneſs, &c. as free ꝑiſts to the needy. 
lr one ready to, periſh with hunger and thirſt, was invited to a feaft, and aſſured of wel- 
tme'; and he 2 tand hefitating, Have I a right? Am 1 worthy ? Would it not 
km prepofierovs in him thus tb de mut, when his neceffiries' were pre fling upon im. ad 
a plentifu] table before h m? Tu! weary, the hungry, the thirſty, the guilty, the worth- 
ele, the vileſt, ate in ved to believe on J=svs ; who came only to fave Guoers,;, and 
hath. aſſed tea in-his.wotd; chat they who * come to * * he wall in no Nev u 


Y aſt out. 7. Co | = nt 0 y * 
The Spins in | the nol: | * And: whoſhever will, 
Aud in his motions cries, | ls welcome io recerve. | 

Come ta the fountain - head of life, Tie ſtreams of everlaſting life, 
And come for large, ſorp! 45. I © That heaven vill fœrely tive. 
Let him wha leck his third, \ Irsut! is this thy Loice? 
Nor can ;eodure its rage, Ws bleſs the gracious call; | 

Come do falvation}s copinas ſprings, 1 And fly with joyfut Hate to bee, 

- And A his pains. MINE. PEER? Our Sat iour, and out *. | 


% 
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FF EE P not build lie len —— trik ante i nei of Davids. 
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prevailed, Rev. v. 5. He roſe triu and deſtrayed. the wo! 
LE the a, therefore, fon ſhall not have —— oven ug, ROM. vi. 14. 


MANY complain, that though they will. not turn back, yet they hare 
no power to advance further. If chis is thy caſe, my reader, .xemem- 
ber that the enemy of ſouls will diſcourage! eb: Go on py 


ra ing, and 
venture it evermore upontheLoxp. 'Confi der how he awa d you. # 


rſt, how often, he has heard your prayers afterwards, and, affiſted, yo 


in many hard ſtruggles. Surely he will help you now 'alfo! If, the 
will not do, begin, as it were. afreſh ack no ed yourlelf g guid 
every teſpec̃t; - and, as the chief of finners, ples for mere 12 
inſtant in your humble ſupplications; 1 King at che fame t 10 Upon 
Joutſclves as reconciled and pardoned i in CugnsT, 1 in ſpite of all 
miſery: then you will ſoon make a better progreſs. 'To deſpair of our 


| own ſtrength, is good; but we muſt never deſpair of the power of 
 CuxisrT, who is — from dhe ad, but he ſure to overcome with 


him at laſt. He will certainly h Ip you in the due and belt ſeaſon. 


Hell and thy. ſins refit thy 8 4 g He dies, and i in thet dreadful night 
Bot hell and ſin are venquiſſi d foes.; | Did all the pow'rs of hell deffrvy ; © 
Thy Jxsus nail'd them to the croſs, Riſing he brought our heav'n {ITY 
Am fung the triumph when he roſe, And took poſſeſſion of the joy. 


"1 


ſection, ang fall in * ith Ld fakuary deſi igns. 


s 175 F 
U M tie Lone bettij he riinſtineth, and ſconrgeth 00 

e receiveths © I we endure t ety and forgo for th 
1 6-8 for what” fon 1s het whom the Father chaſteneth not ? But he agent 
us far vug frojtr the we nught be ſartaters of hus fangs, HB. xi. 6—10. 


"To thele « ch rafter 8 al belong outward allliiions, which 3 pre- 
clous means, and fanctified to believers. . O my. dear heavenly . Fa- 

ther! ou art only pleaſed with a true flial pho Aung but I am Wa 
ofa diſtruſting heart, when any thing comes upon me on a ſudden. 
Grant that 1 may always ning the belt hopes of thee, fear no ad- 


9 


verbity,' or look upon it as a Ren of, diſpleaſure, ns of love; real y 


beliebinig it to be intended as à bleſſing to my. gOOd. Wee thy 
0 may order, let me only be ede of thy ane A a 


* 


30 for my dn 1 juftly gel Far if j Afi ave ms Lark ty la 
Thy diſcipline, O Gopgs £1 Aud he pon my SSS. 
wandere moment, This is the comfort T enjoy 4 
Till thou temove thy rod. Whep new diſtreſs > "ih | by 
For I ve found, "ts good ſor me || I read thy wotd;\1 TCV MANY 


To tem eee N= Aud bate my 1 das 2: 
| i ; | 87273 3 T7” 47 220] . 51 1 


2 Ocr. ( 270 ) HOY 
TH E entrance of thy word gives light : I giveth, underſtanding\to the fimpl, 
Pe. cxix. 130. Order my ſteps in thy word e and let not any myth 
nien oder de, ver gge 5 ooo It, od ig tt 


We may have a clear fight and real taſte of the goſpel, and yet 
be ſoon deprived of the comfort of it again, if we do. not walk. in godly 
ſimplicity and poverty of ſpirit, for ChRIST will have none but hum. 
ble and child-like diſciples. But thus abiding always in the wort 
and in Cur1s7, we will come to great and laſting aſſurance © for nei 
ther a ſwWeet tenfe, nor even faith itſelf, but CR Ist alone, is the found:- 
tion; of, our. ſalvation, whom the weakeſt as well as the ſtrongeſt be- 
liever receives. And we muſt believe firſt, before we can feel. To 
truſt only on feeling, is not true faith, and does not laſt long. 


Thy mercies fill the earth, O Lon vp; | Tis like the ſun, a heav'nly light, 
How good thy works appear! That guides us all the day ; 

Open mine eyes to read thy word, { | And through the dangers of the night, 
And lee thy wonders there. A lamp to lead our Way. 


When'dhce it entets to the mind, Since I'm a ſtranger bere below, 
It ſpreads ſuch Iipht abroad, Loet not thy path be hid. 

The meanęſt fouls aſträction find, [ But mark tbe 20ad my feet Hovuld go, 
fend rae their thiouthts ts G. And be my conſtant gvide. 


Great gifts 'requiit great afflidtiens, or other humbling diſciplines. 


pretend in our days. Oak heroes thoſe," and a poor victory indeed! 
W hat. crows. can tliey expect. for; it ? Thoſe, that extenuate and lelſen 


Oer. % ) UE 
E T gentleneſs diſcipline; hath e pdt er Prana xviii. 35. 8 


= - 
» 


1 


Ir is vot ſo caly a thing, as may * bed io be kept burnbls;" 


Without theſe we are in danger of being liſted up, eſpecially, if we 
light the inward abomination: of the heart; and will have the con- 
queſt-of /fuv to be no moro than the killing of a fly, as many vainly 
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an leſſen tho merits- ante: Nen eiviof Curasy allo,.: N oY 4 

t Fathes.” here te thee Þ cee. \ Wean my ſaul, and keep it Tap i. 
Thee in Is us' name conjure,” . N Do not ith thy. gifts. deſtroy ; ..- 
With my one requeſt comply. Lowlineſs, of heart, beſto m 
Make” me Humble, make me pr. Live me. this,. or take my joy: 
This of al chy gifts impart;;. - | If iir me thou wilt not ſtay, 
When I am aGf- this poſſſt. ' |, Let my, comfort all depart ; 
When thou gi ſt c Takę my joy and peace away, 


If thou vans, withhvld the; wht. | Leave mezbut an humble beart, 
1 & 4 | . 1 2 | 


2 5 | Oc * ( 278 ) N 9 590 J 


| _ ie My Priyed;” 0 Gops ant hide not thyfelf foo iy fepplicte 


tion, Ps al. Iv. 1. Cunisr's anſwer; Verity, verily,” I ſay whto- you, 


EEE 


800 ainted with Him. The more. we receive, the more we are en 
lig ch. | 
more frequent prayer, and to deſire evermore; and the more we de- 
ſire and believe that we Mall receive it, the more ſhall be granted. 
Unbelief receiues, nothipg, Marr. xiii. 38. hut faith opens all the 
treaſures of Gg, and. neyer goes away empt rr. 
Becauſe on He they Er chef lee, Y My grace ſhall anſwer when they call ; 
I fave ther, ſuſtk te Lor; la treble Fl be ninß:⸗:- 
Pl! bear their bu bi- Me My pow's ſhall help them when they ll, 
Deſtrudtion aud the ſword. ' And raiſe them when they die. 


But fre: that rebukes. 4 man afterwards, ſhall find more 17 7 7 * he thas 
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F. T hes pleaſed men, I fhould not be the ſervant of Cant Gas 
J Let every one gr us « plea his neighbour for 13 to edification, Row, 17 
Fear or love of men, and hypocriſy, very often are nearly allied: 
Aman that flattereth his neighbour,” fpreadeth a net for. his feet, Prov. xxix. 50 


flattereth, with the tongue, chap.” xxviii. ag. 


Wi are ever inclived to extremes, even then when, Gon has beben his 2 in our 
foul. At one time we ate apt to tun into a falſe aQivity for th= converſion of othere, 
truſting too much on our on ſufficiency and ſtrength; at other times perhaps we fall into 
tov much remiſaneſs and ĩnactivity for the ſalvation of others. May the Lon p therefore 
always guide me to ficer thie mite cut, ſo as to walk in all ſinęlepeſs and humility 
of heatt, 2 well as; in true fervency | of (ſpirit; faith and love; that it may be faid, 1 
believe, therefore do I ſpeak.“ Grant, O my dear Saviour, that 1 may ſhine ay 4 
light, and be vſefol to all about me; never ſeeking uv wN, but only the ſalvation aud 
good of others with ofen gd love, 0 that thy love may conſtrala 8 me. in all things? 


Aden. Nair i EATS r ers 

ts y own glory" il I ck,” © | Pojſon'"thall'T driw from food,” 
ul * covet Human praiſe g. gee, Sin from grace, and pride from this * 4 
Still in all 1 do, or ried : I o dcorbia 3c, humble bre! N 00 
Thee I wrong, and rob thy grace: Hide me, O m Lag hide; 1 
And muſt that which is wy Far away, this ſnarg te mere. it 
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Evil prove to finfyl- me? A . d 


* 
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MW Hojuier 7s burn of CoD doth not commit Au 1 Joux iii. g. 
he lave GO, that we keep hig commandments," 1 Je 
But how can that che poſſible, are we not weak men? 2 Anſwers | 
Would Go require it-from us, if it was impoſſrble 7 Is it not — 
faid, And his commandments. are not grievous & N ow, ikthey arc grievous to 
you, you are not born anew, con equently. not in faith; 49 4. therefore 
not ſtrong i in the Lok b, Ern. vi. 10. For whatſoever 1 is born of Gop, oper- 


COMeith. e World; aud His 1, ts N e that, OVercomes 1 world, even 7 
| iu v. 37 K — 5 2 * a 4 , 12 
ann FFOR E pray exrnelily to Gob for Faith: read Glen ehe weed + of 58 Ry 
every (fin, and ſhun the occaßhom of it, and all that may bela hinderance df What 3s god. 
E you moet hd fficultiet, | faint not, bun he inſtant, and. pray; not only mornings, and 
evenings out of your prayer. boak . but fal dn alſo upon your knees at ther, times gf 
the day, and pray with your: own; words from- the heart. And though you Gould not fin 
directly the deſired effect. you muſt not give over, but go on and try again and again, 
By this method, you. will d, ang, by none elſe ; this is. carefully to be obſerved. 
O Loa p! ha vi g XL 9575 noifh in mo 955 than for faith, all the days 1 5 life; fruſt 
thou wilt not only tot, büt Kekp it Uo to the end, and | Earry me "through" ale 
ties. Amen, I tnt e d 
W n uli N en 
Till thou ade my ſuub chte, Ha and ednfidently in (4 
Still may I vey din my; And long to ſee thy perfect day,” F. A 


nog 


5 6 " 1 N - 


much upon particular enjoyments and ſenſible aſſurance, Which 
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H that Mall endnrt unto the end, ie ſume ſhall be ſuved, A 
Behold, I come mig hald: that V/. which thou Haft, that: on t 
thy crown, - Rx v. iii. 11. Wherefore let ham that n le  ftandeth, tale 


lr EI he full, 1 Conl;x, 12. „ een ' 5 254 04 
I that ſtands in faith, and by nature is 1 a 9 lenſp& mult 


pot magnify the meaſure. bf his own faith, and undervalue that of 


weaker fouls, for. fear of. falling au, av. He who knows the hatureand. 
power of temptations, will not diſcourage the weak, nor inſiſt. * 


not the. conſtanit wiineſs and marks of faith. The holy I irit himſelf 
is the earneftatid Heal of adoptivny who is to be — Ty ory by 
this joy, but by alt his other fruits and operations; 0 truſt to mu,n 
upon feeling, dliſturbs our peace, as ſoon as it is Ne! but to nd + on 
the ward. bf Su; „ eſerden a as allyrance;, ook 00 hs ane? 


31 A 8 1 
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s o, all. 1 PSs. de ae Seng pesce I then maln ne, n K. 
Firaily grounded ypotmthee ? 1 When 1 am renew d in md. Ant ft N 
Si fa th, Ns 15 this hour, Ce 'ry momear's b 58. a 1 

ript the next of all my pow'r, | May beheve and feel thee maxb; lo 20 
Plant and toht and f in me I Stedfastly bebhold thy ace“ 5-5 27 
All dhe wind- that wal in cher: I *Stablild'd wWitwabiding S,] 


n 6 281 NN 
IT any mar have not the ſpirit of Cunter, (but the ſpirit tof this wo 
8 nne e * 9. e See eile Vers 7, 8, by” * 


\ * e. 15 ; * N11 


Fon not only ad 8 but even a ieabhal nid, 440 whe 
riead(hip, of [this world, is enmity againſt. Gov," Px iii. 18, 19. 
Jans, iv. 4. But how do I Kno that I have the ſpirit of Cuxisrs 
Anſwer, I have prayed for bim ęarneſtly ; this cannot be in vain, 
Ln Kl. 1 EN He Works alſo hatred and forrow of fir n, rebukes, com- 
fons, 4 id drives me to Cusier, and to: prayer. aa is is his abiding 
witne built upon the Word af Gon, Which no man oſ this world, 
but oven the weakeſt-believer; neee @ 02D) 219420 192 FL = 


:SIAKHY Ut ins 115 ng. i r 155 4 0 ON i. +395 1 14 k it, 13 if ful 


Holy, and: true, and righteous/Lovs, + I Within we thy good Spirit place 
I wait to prove thy perſe will; Spirit of health, and love, and po. r: 
Plant in me thy victorious grace, 


Be mindfel. of thy gracious wotd, th; . 
And ſtamp me with N 
The hatred of; the carnal enidd i: 354 
Out of een at ohe remove 3.» 

Sire tender 12 reſign 4. th) 
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And ſin ſhall never enter more. 
Pu rge me from ev'ry Gnful blot, 

My idals all be caft aſide; 

Cleanſe me from ery. evil thought, 
From all the filth of mn 75 


10 O rr. 280 cs 
Hf Hofoever” hath, to de Hall be giuer, and he: ſhall have ret 
MATT. xiii. 18. Forg. che une that I fall give hint, fande d= Tam 
4 well of water, ſpringing uß into eberlaſling lie, Jonn iv. 14. 
O the remarkable increafe of the kingdom of Cop, even from . 
leaſt beginning, ſee, alſo Marr, xiii 9g. and that heautiſul figure; 
Erik. XIvii. 4s, This well therefore being once opened to yu, 
it is highly neceſſaty to draw evermore the living water out of id h 
prayer, ſince it runs freely then. But if you begin to be fothfub, ; ang 
diſtracted, not abiding clofely in Cukisr, by true watchfulneſs, as in 
che preſence of Gov, Your ſpirit will be oon dried Up; that after- 
bins yo lei be able with the moſt anxious groans to draw 
as it were one ſingle drop out of cha. deep of. this fountain. Q:Loxvt 
grant that I may uninterruptedly remain in thee and in thy 32 
and always live in-thy een, e x5 the feln in the water“ ion 


7 
Gloty to Goo that walks'the 1% But ab! how! ſoon my je Js PERS FA 
And ſends his bleſſing tho“: 


How ſoon my "fins ariſe 
And ſnamch th” led aly erk Gray | 


That tells his frints'6f' jeys on . 

And gives à taſſe bee + 2 + From theſe ia ee 
Chearful I feaſt on heav*nly fruit, | When thalf the or, N 98, 1. 
Ang drink the pleiſures down, '* Thi ſhining - 

pleaſures that flow Hard dy the No Tn Rig air di 


Of the eternal thtone. And guilt agd-darkneſs kety'Z 


CT. ( 284 5) 120 01 


2 


eth himſelf to behold the things that ure in enten and in the tarth? 


th raiſcth up the:poor out of the duſt, and lifteth-the-needy out. of the dun gil, 
PAL cxſii, 6-7. He latſ ſcattered the. proud in the Immpunation bf hit 
hearts (though outwardly they ſeem tobe humble :) Heath put, down the 
* From {heir ſaats (as he did to him that laid. * I's not this great, Ba- 

buon?) and exalted them of - low degree, T's wept herolore fee meehe 
"eſo humblenets, Zx ru. ii. 3. 111 . ; 5110 


An things, in haven, t nchen. — . & being 4 exc _ ly; 120 before ihe 
_ majeſty of G 0 v, 1841. e Ly all we be 97 1 Upon earth, ho fill 
have ſo much fin?” Even the 85 We have fin ſume hiüdert rruptiön oft im- heir 
keatts, Which appears to them more and more ad they: gtOννiνẽ,u,ναν For thong hre 


ſhoula hot cee it always, We muſt not iin thut there iv none 5 it; lies concęale on,, 


and is ſo much, more dangerous, an perhaps it may be a beginning of preſumption, and hagk- 
Niding. ., Therefote take care-aud be not proud. For ſuch as * to. have done with 
1 ſin, are nat of the right ſpirit. Arg, ,o 


” 4 TIEN: of fs & 4 1 213. wu! 
Lo lat his feet with es fel fer A% 44 While tefohan nothing] coul boaſt 


Th' adoring armies fall: 5 And vanity conſe is. 


2 With joy they fariok 46 np OY er 
Before th" eternal ALL, * 0 N ws An 52 7 2 a 


Tete 1 would, vie with. all the hot, Thus while 1 kak, fag ing ſhall : | e 
In duty and in bliis z | Unmeaſurably high, * 


Ho is like unto Yhe Lon p our Gon, who du on high ” who ſinks: 


16 
& 


> —— 


22 hap Id + ay 


© © 


12 Oer. 22 


7 ROUGH (vain) deſre a man having feparated  himfelf, fecketh an 
- untermeddleth with all wiſdom, Prov. xviii. 1. But the fruit of the ſforit. 
is love, jay, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance, 
enen 
Bawrix d, judging and reviling does not become a chriſtian. The 
Loxb was not in the ſtrong wind, nor in the earthquake, nor in the 
fire, but in a ſtill ſmall voice,” 1 Kiycs xix. 11, 12. He that takes 
offence at every thing, is ſtill blind; and who can bear nothing, is 
but very weak. Such ſhould remember that it is ſaid: . Deſtrqy it 
4 not,“ &c, Iss I. Ixv. 8. Not only the groſſer fort of diviſions, but 
alſo, ſuch. well-meaning, particular ſeparations and alterations, as are 
imprudetuly made at improper times and places, do. a great, deal of 
harm, and diſturb the general harmony and mutual confidence of 
chriſtian brethren. For ſome religious exerciſes are good in them- 
ſelves, but brotherly love and harmony is beiter ſtill. The true Spirit 
of Gop is no ſectarian, makes no diviſions, is far from boaſting, and 
ul s no arts or cunning tricks. Thus you may try the ſpirits, 

Lo !, what zn entertaining ſight I | When ſtreams ef love from Cn 15 Ttheſpring 
' Are brethren that agrre. ] Deſcend to ev'ry foul, © © 
tethren whoſe cheatful hearts unite + | And heav'nly peace, with balmy wing, 

Io bands of piety! Shades and bedews the Ghee. 


o 


* 


+] 


Jr Ja es i tht arp dieb 
ee 35 


2 a 
&. Y JF. * 


Gov is 1 2 64 1 one that loveth 3 is han of Go; 17 we love one mother ” 
4ifciples, and brethren of CR 18 r, all ſaints as ſaints, not hl of this gr that party; 
Hove: not. in word, but in deed and in troti; and ewe our 10% fintetely and de b by 
all; proper-means in the-work-and labour: of love, this is to ourſehves, and to all men, 
proper, ſolis proof of diſeipleſpip; © clear, teſtimony, that we have truly learned CuR 187, 
"have his Spirit and his love thed abroad i in out hearts; that we are of the family apd 
— of faith, and Mall enjoy all the family rivileges, "This f 18 2 better evidence, and 

more convincing well around us whit we are, than all knowledge, gifts, attainments : and 
05rwnre privileges whatever, 080 Aloe, kaufe me to l thee, and al thine, "the 
donn, the'weak und the feeble, as wen A — anne tine, 


#« wear Pb 7 18 
1 L „ - 


Let party-names no more . [ Let a and in A 
The chriftian world o'erfpreadg .. ; / Be baniſh%d/ For, s ;; 
| Gentile 20d Jew, and fond ind Ge, Theis mon dim gef driendſkip 0 


« & „ * 
Ir * 


*, N ad \\ ny 13 Dad | WY R * . 7 


Are one in Cat 10 their Head, 45 fl Who the ce nn . 
Wy Arpeng;the eee 7 Then will abe C Chorch below. 
Let mutual lou b. Sund; J Reſemble that above; 


Heirs af che ſame inheritance; e Wben fSreams of - pleaſore 0 
With mutual bleſſings crown'd, . | And ev'ry heart ig love's 


/ 


” w We Wes tw 


TY Sw „ Ha w 


far from really being ſo. O my dear Saviour! give me thy. humble 


I * 


HOSO EVER foal humble kimfofs this lite chil, the 
i the kingdom of heaven, Marv. xviii. 4. For every fe wr prac 


himſelf, ſhall be abajed ; and he that e Loxt 


* %, a 8 4 Ls 1 6 1 
n ee 20%. N y 


i tr 2 100 


1 we had learned, all Fx nol vet uni never bas aid wind 
learned humility enough. For though we have once been thorought 
convinced that e deſerve to be damned, nay the chief of firners, yet 
ate we ſtill in in danger to be puffed up. An humble mind does not 
know itſelf; be that believes hielt to. be humble enough, is very 


mind, to be willingly little and humble, ene oe 
nour; „ 3 ine qo FOE 


% 
, . 


Shew me, Father, er Baſe and vile in my own eyes, 8 


Shew me, what in Cu A186 wo, art ; : \ Griey* d at my own miſery, .. __ 
All my glory, all my ſhame; , | Shew, and then my ſiekneſs cure; 
Give me, Lon p, ag humble heart, | Make me knows I am known g' A. 


Liften to my cralclefs * I Wound my ſpieit, make me per; 
Mes and eel pe I be, I Break, O break this heuft of fone; + 


.0 Gov. 1 foul ther jteth for G v3. for the living Gon, Ps Al. xlii. 2, 


18 


Ae apts un e din angie fo e en 


I. iy 10 


Dixine anſwer; Ho, every one thut thirſteth, tome ye to tie waters ; aud tot 
15 that has no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea come, buy wine and ani with- 1. 
out money and without price. Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which al, 
ir good, and let your ſoul delight Wfelf in fatneſs, Is AI. IV. 1, 2. me 
Tiꝝxx is a great difference between a legal and a faint-hearted foul; ar 
the former is puffed up with elf. righteouſneſs; che latter humbly. thirſt | 
after Cuz 17's righteouſnels; therefore he is not under the law, but 


has grace already. It is only che child, or the new man actually born, 
that can cry an thirſt. And though ke cannot ſo fully balieve it, 
yet dave grace is one thing 7235 
Th here let not the-weak bo confounded, which is done very eaſily, 
the emy himſelf contributing toit, as much as he can; but let it be 
dec! ed, even to the weakeſt, that they are actually ſaved, as ſoon a, 


ther are earneſtly panting and willing to receive all Without les 


Marr. v. g. 
Eternal witdom” has prepar d 
A ſoul-rewiving feaſt, 
And bigs our Jonging appetites 
The rich proviſions taſte: © 
sus, the Gov, invites us here 
To this triumphal feaſt, 


to feel and enjoy it, is another. 


| And driogs immortal bleflinge down | 
For each redeemed gueſt, 
O! glorious Gap, what can we pay 
| For favburg'fo divine? - 
We would devote aut hearts alway, 


To be fer ever thine, 


10 0 T. 


Ho long foul! F tate 3 in. wy foul,” habla foros in my 


daily? Ps x; xlii. 2. Gop's anſwer; Be careful for — "but in 
tuery . by prayer and fupplication with thankfarwoing,” let your requeſts be 
made khown unto'Gop, PII. iv. 6. Commit thy way unto the Lox p: truſt 
4% in him, and ſie ous fuſtam ther: he fall never ſuffer the righteous to b 
moved, PSA L. IV. 22. For he has done wonderful things; ; his wy OT ae 
are faillfulneſ n truth, Lear. XXV. 1, 9. | 1 


Tx 18 ne enn 1 be 2 for vething,””. is a a i a thouſand troubles, Hat 
if we give room to any cate and unbelief; it is like a leaven that ſpreads: through all our 
actions. Therefareiwe. ought never to deſpair: if our lawful calling,' but rely in-all things 
on the good providence and faithfulnefs of GO; firmly believing, that he will never ba 
to carry vs through, the moſt, d ſheult and intricate Aa ha er there ſhould 8 


nnn ůͤ - THE DET mis 
| He that can dall hole worlds to "teat, | The yoice that rolls the late along 
And make them when he pleafe; '' * Speaks all the promiſes. 
He ſpeaks, and that aimighty breath | | He faid, © Let the wide heav'n he £ ead; ” 
* | pr | 
Fulfils dis great decrees,” *" _ = hg And heav'n was, flretch'd abroad: 
His very, word © "prace is Rrong * i, | © Abral'my1'lf be hy Gov,” be ſalt; 
At that whic e the ies 3 b a Aud he was W 1 Ve RY 
+T Lo Þ Ard ei WEN, SIO Sets * | 


— 
— 


re 


- 
* * 


U 


Y Jam vide,” Jon xl 4 tint weihen berth, bare AE 


bes, ! Rand before Thee, all onglen; a vile * worm beforg an haly: Got 
my heart, my bands and feet, mine eyes, mine ears and tongue, are all dchied with lin | 
Tit fe ſenſpal, devilid is my nature; ang my native ſeriptore pare is <bijd of 
No creaiure on thine earth is found ſo baſe as. wan; receixing how!y mer- 


xies from Thee. yet unmindfal of their number or their value ; condemned to die, and: 


Juflly too, yet pert, and vain, and proud ; invited to decept af grace; yet kho g nat th 
how to prize the offer | What ſhall 1 anſwer Thee ? „ B hold, I am vile ““ a ſpirit fallen 
from Gop | 1 own my ſhame, and hide my face, and Jothe myſelf before Ther. 0, 
woch mg in the fougtain Thou haſt apengd, and purge my guilt, aways, and cleanſe, ne 
3 «from. Wl W of 1 * bs, Kean a <A er and rengw a 4. n in 
„ e. 


* an ee e i Foes Thb alt ns . . 

O Gop, who boly art; Tm Ahe boa, dehis of nb 2 
And canſt no evil ſee, It:knows and craves no higher bang 
But with'a lothing heart ? - eſe CTY > Felt” 

My nature is-defil' with fa, [, hat can waſh me clean, 
| Theo out vnholy e #4. 4 , Alt Insa $ p*eciuns: blood > 
lags ft 4 This fountain puigeth fin, 
obs re $1 | And Anings bene Gop;- 
t dr Wits 1-1 08D, waſh my ſores, and heal doo, 
Pete dd, and 4 1 | g And make my heart and ſpirit 250 


70 


18 Oer. | | ** 
f w 1 -> | . 4 . 

E muſt through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of Gov, Aexs 
xiv. 22, Iherefore, tt us run with patience the race that is ſet before 
US, HB. x11; 1. Ye have not yet ref: fted unto blood, H riving againſt fin, VET» Js 


- "How is it poſſible for any mart to deny the ſtrivings againſt ſin? 
For (I.) here we are plainly told. (2,) What is ſpoke of the conflict 
between the flelh 9 Gl. v. 15. is the very ſame.. (g.) The 
moſt. experienced chriſtians are witneſſes to it. (g.) 'The word-of 
Gop is ſaid to be a ſword, our prayers a wreſtling, and our faith the 
victory, Thus our whole race conſiſts in ſtrivings and conqueſts. 
There is always an enemy to be conquered firſt, before we can make 
a conſiderable progreſs in lomething that is goad ; and none of our 
enemies id very eaſily to be overcome, but ſome are very» ſtubborn. 


Therefore: courage and patience ate required; and thus we may be WR 
ſure to have the victory at laſt. „ e eee eee 1 
' Sat wan as 1 f N 

Subdue thy paſſions, O my ſoul; Load, I would:ronquer-till I de, * 

Maintain the fight, thy work purſue; {|} And findb all the glerioas wer. 2 4 
Daily thy riſing ſins control, q Let ev'ry 8. 1 
, 2 '| L Ving hour confeſs, _- Fa 

And pe thy ri des cet nem. l gain thy gaſped (nth teh I. | | 7 
The land of triumph hes on high, | And when my fe and labours geg ſe, | if : 
Thee kre ao Feld: of battſe (here: | May 1 pofirf: the promised c. ma 


UVa 


\ 


2 E are juſtified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Js sus 

CurisT: whom GO hath fet fon th to be 4 proputtation through faith 
in has blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the a2 of jins that are paſt, 
Rox. iii. 24, 25. 


How ſweet are the words,“ by grace without merit ve are faved ]“ O an inexhauſti. 
ble fountain of all comfort and divine ſtrength! O hew little are the generality of vain and 
worlely people, who fill feed upon buſks, acquainted with theſe words! How little are 
they teliſned by our ſelf-righteous moral chriflians! But O! how deliciouſly does a poor 
hungering ſinner fare upon them! There is hardly any thing leſs known and underſtocd, 
25 to the power and experience, than the myſtery of CAS T's ſuffering and dying for; us, 
and juſtificatien by faith in him; though it is the only paradiſe and element of believers, 


and the greateſt jewel reſtored by the reformation. Such talking and repreſentations as 


ſtrilce the ĩmagination, are nut ſufficient; but we muſt alſo feel the mortal wounds of fin, 
by which the fleſh is mortified, and be actually healed by the ſtripes of En Is r. 


God, the grest Oo p, that rules the ſkies, While I behold bis bleeding love, 


The gracious and the juſt, His dying agonies. 
Makes his own Son a ſacrifice ; 4 its { 
And here lies all out truſt With ſhame and ſorrow here I own 


How great my guilt has been: 
Here reſt my faith, and ne'er remove; This is my way t' approach the throne, 
Here let repentance riſe, | And Go forgives my fin, 


20 Oc r. „ 
THOU art my portion, O Logo, PSALM cxix. 57. 


My heart has been long in purſuit of happineſs, and rambled after various flattering 
objects, ſeeking reſt, but finding none. At length, through grace, I know, that earthly 
good, which is but clay, can never ſatisfy my ſpirit ; and I ſee that none but fickly ſouls 
cefire ſuch food ; and feeding on it, find no kindly nouriſkment. Gop only can become 
a proper portion for my foul, Whilft his hand upholds my earthly tenement, his Spirit 
can ſupply my ſpirit's wants, and fill up all its vaſt deſires, and give me real reſt. Then, 
O my Jesus, true Gon-man, I take Thee for my portion. Thy righteouſneſs ſhall be 
my ſpirit's glorious robe; thy fleſh and blood my fpirit's dainty food; thy grace ſhall be 
my chearing ſong ; thy merit all my wealth and toaſt; thine arm ſhall guard me from 
my foes ; thy providence ſupply my wants; thy goſpel ſhall direct my feet; thy love 
alone ſhall chear my heatt; and thy good ſpirit guide me home, Amen, I ay; and let 
my Lon p confirm the word. | 


A ſervant in thy hall : 
Thy grace ſhall be my whole ſupply 
Both whilſt 1 live, and hen I die, 


Whate'er I daily want, 


No peace or laſting reſt 
Larth's flutOring Joys impart 
The portion of a beaſt 
Will not content my heart: | 


The Gon of ſpirits only yan Shall corne frem Thee alone; 
Fill up the vaſt gefires of man, Thou canſt my heart content, 
Then, Jesus, Thou ſhalt. be And let thy grace be ſhewn 2 
My portion and my all; I chooſe Thee for my portion, Lox 9; 
And Iwill wait on Thee, Confirm the choice 211 ſeal the word, 


-3 


21 Ocr, ( 294 ) TIT 


HY HERE frall, I fd ret?  Anſyjer ; This faith the Lon p, and f 


in the ways and fee ;, and aſk for the old paths, where is the good ay; 


and. walk therein, and you rail end Teſt for your fouls, Jen. vi. 16, See 
allo Marr. xi. 28, 29. 


Ix our awn ways there i is 64 but trouble ; 1 giv ing ourkly es 
entirely up to be guided of Gop at his own pleafure, we can always 
be:ealy, fince; we know, that by every ſtep he brings us nearer to hea- 
vel. The: only: way to reſt, is the way of repentance and faith; in 
which we look always upon ourſelves from the beginning to the end; 
= only as utterly loſt and condemned, but alſo as perſettly reconciled 

bſtificd malefactors in CR ISr. Thus to abide in him, to let him 
m__ alone, and be truly reſigned to his ways, will certainly have the 
deſired effect; whillt by the righteouſneſs and workings of our own 
hearts we can never attain to it, or, which is worle, may be lulled 


into a falle xeſ. 


Loxy, I believe” a reſt remains | * - | Where g and pain, and fear expire, 
To alt thy people known ; Cd... | Guſt apt eh an perfect love. 

A reſt, where pure enjoyment lean! - | O that I now this reſt may know, 
And Thou art low d alobe. n Believe, and enter in? 

A reſt, where all our fouls dere | Now, Saviour, now the pow'r bellow, 
Is fixt on things above, | And let me ceaſe from fin, 


— 2. 


as „ — ww — 


22 Oc f. 7 * 
PROM whence dun @ an ſatisfy thafe Hen with bread Maas Lili. 4. 
Divine anſwer; Take o thought for your life, what ye all ext, or u 
ye fhall drin? nor et for your body, what you hail on. Vea, take fb 
thought for to-morrow, (much leſs for many years) Mart. vi. 2g; 84 
Caſting all your care upon him, for he carts for you, 1 PRT. v. 7. 
Tux Lon p never wants means and ways to help our neteſſities, 
though we do; and as long as we take the care upon ourſelves and 
truſt upon things ſoteſcen, we cannot experience the paternal care 
and-provideace of Cob, and are without the leaſt graiti of faith. For 
relying upon Gop for bread; is the vety leaſt degree of faith, or, as 
Luther obſerves, the ſaith of little children; and if we cannot truſt 
him with our hellies, how can we truſt him with our ſoul; and het 
ſpiritual and eternal concerns? Faith does every thing, he 'praysy 
works, ſuffers, juſtikes, ſanctifies, and makes us victorious, content, 


and free from anxibus cares, 


Commit thou all thy grief | Caſt off the weight, let fat depart; © 
And whys unto his rds: | And ev'ry care be gone. : 
To bis fete truth and tender care | No profit canſt then gain 6 x8 222 
Who earth and heav*n tommands. | ſelf. conſumißg ere; 
an hevvy @ ben? eee e ee 
Still fink thy ſpirits dewn  , | Attends the Wau yr , 


. | 296 ) TT NY” 
LESSED are all they that put tlicir truſt in him, Ps AL. ii. 12. For, 
whojoever believeth on him, all nol. be-afhamed, Rox. x. 11. Bleſſed is 
the man, that walketh not in _the counſel of the ungadly,: nor flands in the way of 
fenners, nor ſets in the feat of the ſcornful. But tus delight is in the law of the 
Lon, and in his latu doth he meditate day and night. He ſhall be like a tree 
Hlanted dy the rivers of water, that brings forth has fruit in tus ſeaſon ; Jus leaf 
* . Fo ſhall nat wither, and whatſoever he doth ſuall proſper, PSAL. i. 1, 2 


- D erontovs promiſe ! there can be nothing above the fear of Gov, 
and the love of his Word. Now, O Logo! ſince thouhaſt worked 


in me a good-will and a delight in thy word, which is a true mark of 


Z my new birth, and ſhews that I am no more under the law; grant that! 


thay alfo ahead and do thy will. And that the old man may be 
mortiſied, and the new ſtrengthened evermore. I defire to have this 


love of thy word OY increaſed, in ſuch a manner, as never to be ſa- 
tiated with _ py | 


Great Gov! mine eyes with pleaſure look | Here I can fix my hope ſecure ; 


On the degr volume of thy book ; This is thy word, and muſt endure, 
There my Redeemer's face 1 ſee, 7 God's kindeſt thovęl 

5 | . = ehts are here expreſ.'d 
And gead his name who dy d for me-. Able to make us wiſe and bleſs'd ; 
Let the fa)ſe raptures of the ming The doctrines are divinely true, 


Be loſt and vaniſh in the wind: Fit for reproof and comfort too, 


1 


a AG, dn wrt. > Me 


24 Ocr. 6297) 
17 the Son ſhall make you free, you fhall be free indeed, Jonx viii. 36. - Ye 
have been called unto liberty, only ufe not liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh, 


Gal. v. 19. Rom. vi, 202g. 


SUCH as uſe an unbounded liberty, to do what they pleaſe, are the 
greateſt flaves of their own paſſions, nay of Satan himſelf. But ſuch as 
omit only the groſs and outward fins, are far from true repentance, and 
ſall into ſelf-righteonſneſs. The greateſt of all fins is the original 
lin, which is always before the eyes of true converts, and becomes 
daily more abominable. This makes them grone and pray evermore; 
O Lord, pardon mine iniquity, for it is great: and thus they abide in 
Cur1sT continually, who gives true liberty, not to commit, but to 
overcome fin, erst If 166-9 


Shall we go on to fin, f That we whoſe fins are crucify'd, 
Becau'e thy grace abounds ? ; Should Taile them from the dead. 
2 ve wits ne man, 
P | Since Cuxis r has made us free; 
Forbid it, mighty Goo | Has nail'd our tyrants to his croſs, 


Nor, Jet it e crx be {aid, 6 And bought our liberty... 


— 
* 
* * + 4 N * 
. 


25 Ocr. ( 298 ) O 6: 
Hrn hel! I go from thy dpirh o or whither nal I foe From thy 


HI 
been “ PAT. cxæxxix. 7. Anſwerz ToCitatsr, who is my 
never-failing refuge and reſt, 2 7 1 i 1 


Fos though my fins and the lat ate always actuſing me, yet when 
1 plead guiliy, not only in what J am accuſed of, but in all othet 
things, and look upon myſelf as juſtified and perfect in Christ; T 
knd true reſt. But ſuffering 4 little ſelf. righteouſneſs, or ſome carthly 
deſires to ſteal into my heart again, my peace is preſently diſturbed. 
O Load, let my defires be only after thee; and grant that l may 
always find reſt. | | 1 3 If 


Ixsos, the ſpring of all my joys, The op*ning heay'ns around me ſhine 
The life of my delights, F With beams of ſacred bliſs, 
The glory of my brighteft days, wa ſhews his heart is mine, 
And comfort bf my nights. | And whiſpers, I am #1s. 
In darkeſt ſhades if he appear, My ſoul would leave this heavy clay 
"My dawning is begun At that tranſporting word, 
He is my ſoul's fweet morning - HAT, Run vp with joy the ſhining way 


And He my fiſivg fun, © T* embrace thy deareſt Lo 5B. 


26 Oc r. 161 } | 
DRA me, we will run aſter ther, SoL050x's Song i. 4. Divige 

anſwer ; I have loved thee with an everlaſt ing lobe e with * 
kindneſs have 1 drawn thee, JER, Xxxi. g. 


MAN V and vatlous are the ways the Almighty takes in bringing his children to hime 
jelf, and to 4 knowledge bf the things of their peatc ; ſometimes he draws by the filken 
dans of love; ſometimes by the fill ſmall voice of his Spirit z ſometimes by the cords - 
of pain and ſickneſs ſometimes he drives them by the ſtorm and tempeſt of his broken 
liw ; but the moſt effeQually i6 giving His Son th die-for them. Reader, pray always to 
bim to make you ſenfible of the ſecret tender drawings of his lobe, and willing to follow 
them directly. This praying always is very ngedfut, becauſe we are/always in wants ad 
without being inſtant and earneſt we cannot receive much, Therefore it is got à hard 
command, but a great benefit and privilege; as if Gop ſhould fay, You are a poor child, 
always wanting ſomething, but you may always pray to me, add 1 will an wet and 
afſiit, and dtaW thee ator —_— 


O draw me, Stor, aſter thee; O that I 2 vale child, 


So ſhall I run and never tite: May follow, theg, nor ever reſt, 

With gracious words Rill comfort me; Till fv eetly thou haft poux'd thy 1 mild 
Be thou my hope, my ſole delice: + - And lowly ming into my breaſt. 

Free me from ev'ry weight: nor fear, {| Not ever may we, parted be. 

Nor fin can came, if thou art here. Till 1 become one ſpirit with these. 


— . = — — . 


27 Der. ( 300 ) 4 
HOS E that honour me, I will honour ; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall" le 
W tightly eftcemed, 1 SAM, ii. 30. 0 


1 ; Ar 

Tus is part of the prophet's meſſage to Eli, when he honoured his ſons above Gop; 5 ; 
he had indeed reproved them, ſaying, ** Why do ye theſe things? for I hear of your 
evil doings by all the people But he did not exert his authority in puniſhing them as the! 
they deſerved, when they lighted his reproof. This was accounted by Gop as conniving WO! 
at their Gn, He therefore acquaints him, that Hophni and Phineas, as they had ſinned the 
together, ſhould die together, and his poſteriry be cut off in the flower of their age, and Wo 
from the high prieſthood. Eli was not much affected with this prophery, till the threat- * 
ning was repeated by Samuel, an artleſs child, who did not know the voice of the Lon a 
till Eli inſtructed him, It appeared then much more terrible than from the mouth of gre 
the prophet ; and led him humbly to acknowledge the juſtice of Gon, and to ſubmit to he 
the lentence with a truly penitent heart. This is written for our admonition. Are we. as 
valiant for the truth, regarding neither father or mother, or the moſt tender relation, cat 
where the intereſt and honour of our God is concerned? Let us not be like a door on 
Half jar, inviting the enemy to aſſault us, and be thus beaten with rods of our own mak- ] 
ing; but ever approve ourſelves faithful to every warning given us, that it be not needful 
10 be repeated, and we ſmart for it in the execution thereof, 

The Loan ]erov an, calls, O harden not your hearts, 
Be ey'ry, car. inclin'd ; | | But hear his voice to-day 
May ſuch a, voice awake each heart, Leſt ere to-morrow's earlieſt dawn 


And captivate each mind, He call your ſouls away, 


— — — 
——— 


20 Oer. — 
ABRAHAM againſt hope belizved in hope, Row. iv. 21. . 


O my ſoul, thou having not like Abraham only one ſingle, but 
many thouſand promiſes and patterns of faithful believers before thee, 
it is fit that thou ſhouldeſt ſtrongly rely on the word in faith. And 
though the Lok delayeth his help, and the evil ſeemeth to grow 
worſe and worſe, be not weak, but rather ſtrong, and rejoice ; lince 
the moſt glorious promiſes of Gop are n falftled in ſuch a 
wondrous manner, that he ſteps forth to ſave us at a time when there 
is the leaſt appearance of it, nay the contrary follows, For in-the 
greateſt extremities God is neareſt with his help, And this method 
he chooſes, that we may not truſt upon any thing that we fee or feel, 
as we are always apt to do, but only upon his bare word, which, we. 


can and muſt only depend upon in the hour of death. |... «4, ns 
How large the promiſe ! how divine, The Angel of the cov nant proves f 
To Abrah*m and bis ſecd! | And ſeals the bleſſing ſureee. 
"Ill be a Gon to thee and thine, Our Gop, how faithful are his ways! 
Supp ly ing all their need. His love endures the ſame ; 4 
The words of this extenfive love Nor from the premiſe of his grace 


Frem age to age endure ; - Blots our the ſinner's name. 


MMEDIATELY I conferred not with fleſh and blood, Gn t. i. ib. 
For the king's commandment was urgent; much more the commandment 
of the King of kings, Dax. iii. 22. Therefore, be ut flothful in buff. 
nefs, Ro, xii. 11: „ 8% 21 
Tur ſpeedieſt and eaſieſt method to accompliſh our deſire of over 
coming the evil and doing the good, is an immediate compliance with 
our firſt convictions, without conferring with fleſh and blood. If we 
delay the work, we give room to other people without, and to Satan 
9 51 our ſinful hearts from within, to perſuade us to the contrary ; 
which the fleſh can caſily renew its ſtrength, and the ſpirit will be 
weakened. And what will be the conſequence of this? but, that 
Either we miicarry in our deſign, or that the conflict will be afterwards 
To much ſharper; and. the good work, if not ſhfled, dropt entirely; 
8 Wil not be done ſo completely, and with ſuch ſingleneſs of hcait, 
28 it mould be. But if we always narrowly watch our hearts, and 
are faithful, engaging directly even with the leaſt oppoſition, then 
our enemies will not be. io ſtrong, and we ſhall have no reafon to de 
air, bo. u age reg hh, | | 1135 
. mighty to renew, , 2 Take away my darling kn, 


Work in me to will and dog ++ ; Make me Wilfing to be clean; 
Turn my nature's pid tie. Make me willing to receive | 


Stem the tortent of my prẽe. Wbat thy goodneſs waits to give. 


fun 3 but yield yourſelves unto Gov, as thoſe that are aliue from the dead; 
and your members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto GOD, Rom. vi. 13. 


Is Gon has my members as weapons and inftruments in his hands, 
I hall certainly be able not only to work, but. alſo to conquer, lines 
he underſtands full, well how to manage them, May the Lonp only 
give me grace not to wind myſelf out of his hands, elſe I muſt needs 
be like a dead, uſeleſs carcaſs. For how can a pen write alone, with- 
out being in the hand of a writer ? It is true indeed, that it is very 
hard, nay impoſſible, to be really good, and do all that is good, if we 
undertake it alone; but Gop himſelf living and working in us, and 
we truly delighting in him, it is very eaſy and pleaſant, Therefore 
care is only to be taken, that our hearts may be always the wn 
place, and out members the inſtruments of Gon, in which and thraugh 
which he can perform every thing himſelf. 1 


* 


Now Cop I ſerve, to him alone | The meageſt, bsſeſt intument; 
My thank ful homage pay; His glory deigns to uſe. Seh 

My only maſſef, Cnaisr, I own, Servant of Gn too lang 1 wat, © 
And bim will I obey, ppt. | But Cy n157 has ſet me free 3 

To him my members I preſent, .-* '$ Glory to hig vidfario.v r 


Which he will not refuſe; Which freely ranſomd me. 


E ITHER yicld ye your members as infruments of unrighteouſneſs unta 


467 
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et, &c. LUKE x. , 10. 


Ix is not ſaid: he ſhall receive, but he POPs dresty; conſe- af 
quently praying and receiving is the ſamething : every grone is an * 
effectual graſp into the tender heart and treaſury of our loving Father 
in heaven. Why ſhould we then be ſlothſul, and not rather. pray ha 


without ceaſing? For though we ſhould be obliged to tarry, and are wy 
only inſtant in Prayer, we have no reaſon to think that we have re- 5 
ceived nathing ; ſince even this being inſtant is a new giſt, and a B 
wanne of our prayer; for without an addition of grace and ſkrength, A 
we' ſhould” certainly not be fo inſtant. | : 
Riſe, my ſoul, with ardor riſe, 14 Heav' aly Fathet, Lon p of all, 
Breathe thy wiſhes to the ſkies z Hear, and ſhew thou hear'ſt my call F 
Freely pour out all thy mind, FS Ta my cries thy throne aflail, 
Seek; and thou art ſure to find * Ent'ring now within the veil: 


Ready ate thou to receive, 19 Give the benefits I claim: 
Readier is ee 0 gde r Lon, n Jes 0's name 


* 


e 


W ir © 
ie beginning of thy fupplications the commandment came forth, Dax. 


ix. 23» Continuing inſtant in prayer, ROM. X11. 12. 


As ſoon as we begin to pray earneſtly, the Lon hears and figns our petitions to belp 
and bleſs us: for every ſupplication is the pronouncing and ſealing of a blefling. It is 
true, we don't always obſerve it immediately; but in due time we ſhall certainly receive 
even a viſible help. Therefore let us only go on, and put, as it were, one weight of 
prayers after another upon the ſcales of the ſanRuary : . ſurely our greateſt diſtreſs will at 
hft be overbalanced, and falvation brought down, if not by the fiiſt, yet perhaps by the 
ſecond, or the reſt of cur prayers, But it is well to be 'obſerved, that we muſt alſo be 
watchful, and not act contrary to the intent of our prayers, which might provoke the 
Lon p to diſannul the ſigning of his FiaT (Grant) again, or at leaf? to delay his Belp. 
But when he tarries long, it is not his intention to give us a denial, but rather make ug 
more defirous and earneſt that he may beſtow ſo much upon us afrerwards ; for this delay 
he will certainly well recompenſe, and grant us abundantly above all that we could aſk os 
think, 


Lok p, I will not let thee go, Friend of ſinners, King of ſaints, 

Till the. bleſſing thou beſtow: Anſwer my minute wants, 

Hear my Advocate divine ; All my largeſt thoughts require 3 

Lo! to his my ſuit I join: | Grant me all my heart's debre z 
oin'd to his, it cannot fail, Give me till my cup zun oer, 


leſs me, fos I will prevail, | All and W 


4 
oe — — * 
ws 
” * 
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2 Nov. 206 he forbidJen Tee! 


74 HEN the woman faw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 

pleaſant to the eyes, and a tree to be defired to make one wife :- ſhe tbok of 
the fruit thereof, and did eat; and gave alſo unto her huſband with her, and he 
did eat, Gx x. iii. be Every man 2s tempted, when he is drawn away of tus 
own luſt, and enticed. Ihen when tuft has conceived, it brings forth fin, &c. 
JAMES i. 14, 18, 


Tuus one fin always begets another. Ey the eyes it ruſhes into the heart; from the 
Heart it proceeds into the mouth, hands, and feet; from vs it is transferred upon others, 
and thus we go on finning and falling deeper and deeper, Therefore we muſt ſ:t a fri 
guard over our eyes and ears; be very cautious, and reſiſt the Jeaſt beg-nnings of fin, not 
making light of any: for the Jeaſt ſpark of worldly luſt being entertained and cheriſhed, 
we eat of THE FORBIDDEN TREE ſtanding every where before us; ard thereby a great 
fire may be kindled. But having always our eyes fixed in all our converſation upon the 
preſence of Gob in CAR IS r, ſo as to walk continually in the light, and directly to quell 
the leaſt inward motion of evil; they Will. never break forth into groſs outward fins, but 
we ſhall daily grew in grace. May the Los p enable me to praQtiſe this good leſſun, and 
watch himſelf continually over my heart, eyes, lips and all cther ſenſes and thoughts. 
With my whole heart I ſeck thy face, Thy word I hide within my heart 
O let me never ſtray To keep my conſcience clean, 


From thy commands, O God of grace, And be an everlaſting guard 
Nor tread the faner's way, From ev'ry rifing ſin. 


oV. 


75 E preaching tlie croſi it to ws, which are ſaved, the power of God, 


1 Cor. i. 18. 


O ruar I might always feed upon, and experience its power, till I 
have obtained a complete victory. Whoſocver was bit by the fiery. 
ſerpent, looking upon the brazen lerpent, lived, Nuxs. xxi. 9. Thus 
always to look upon Caxisr crucified, is the one thing necdful, from 
which all other bleſſings flow, Jon iii. 14, 15, ,O 3 grant that 
the eyes of my faith may be immoveably fixed upon thee, upon the 
croſs 3 ſo as to be entirely healcd at laſt: for as long as I live, I feel 
the 'biting of the old ſerpent, therefore muſt 1 alſo look upon thee 


continually, 


So did the Hebrew prophet raiſe 
The Er.izen ſerpent high; 

The wounded felt immediate eaſe, 
The camp forbore to die. 

Look upward in the dying hour, 
And live, the prophet cries ; 


But Cyr1ST pertorms a nobler cure 
When faith lifts up her eyes, 


JO7 e Iree of Life, 


High on the croſs the Saviour hung, 
High in the heav'ns he reigns; 

Hee finners, by th“ old ſerpent ſung, 7 
Look, and forget their Pens. 


When God's own Son is lifted up, 
A dying world revives; 
The Jew beholds the glorious hope, 
Th' expiring Gentile lives, 
x 2 


8 Is 


HE law ix not made for a righteous man, to condemn him, 1 TI. i. 9. 
For he being dead to the law by the death of CHRIST, and living 
to Gov in eternal righteouſneſs, innocence, life and happineſs; the law 
can condemn him no more than a dead man, or one that liveth in hea- 
ven already, nay Cn IS himſelf: for it condemns only the ſin, but he 
is in Ca: isr, without ſin; ſince he has him, who has taken away the 
fins of the world, and conſequently his {ins allo. But the fin being abo- 
liſhed, the wrath and curſe of the law is alſo removed, and grace and 
bleſſing reftored in its place. Cun1sr has taken all his ſins upon him- 
ſelf, and imparted his own perfett obedience to the law to him; there- 
fore in Cu ist he has fully ſatisfied all the demands of the law, and'is 
entirely free from its dreadful denunciations in his conſcience; the blood 
of CHRIST cleanſing us from all ſins, and conſequently from an evil con- 
ſcience, Hes. ix. 9—14. chap. x 22, Being ſprinkled and covered with 
his blobd and golden robes of grace, the Lox is perfectly pleaſed, and 
does not find fault with us any more. It makes interceflion for us with 
op, crying continually, as Luther obſerves, © Abba, Abba; mercy, 
$, mercy; peace, peace; and obtains grace, pardon, life, and ſalvatiog. 
Blood has a voice to pierce the ſkies; [Pardon and peace from Gop on high: 
Revenge, the blood of Abel cries: Behold, he lays his vengeance by; 
But the dear ſtream when Cux 1s was ſlain, And rebels that deſerve his ſword, 
Speaks peace as loud from ev'ry vein, Become the fav'rites of the Lozp, 


www od. as CL 


5 Nov. (30 1 
HERE is none like unto the Gov of Jeſturun, who rideth upon the hea- 


ven in thy lielß, and in his excellency on the fly, DE UT. xxxiii. 26, 


I theſe laſt words of Moſes, we have the glory of God ſet forth in the communica- 
tion of good to Gop's Iſrael, The whole univerſe Gop hath made for his own uſe, to 
be his chariot for him to ride in; as is repreſented in Ezekiel's viſion. In this chariot 
Gov's ſeat or throne is, heaven; where he fits and governs. This viſible univerſe, ſub- 
jet to ſuch continual changes and revolutions, we may compare to the wheels of his 
chariot. God's providence is repreſented by the motion of the wheels : he brings to paſs 
his own counſels in the lower world, and manages and directs all, as a man doth his cha- 
riot, which he turns as it pleaſeth him. How fafe then muſt they be who are under the 
wing of the Cop of Jeſhurun, who find him reconciled to them by the death of his Son, 
and fecl themſelves reconciled to him by the power of his grace! © He rideth on the-hea- 
e vens for their help,” and none can outſtrip his progrefs, or obſtroct his purpoſe. - Verily, 
he it is that giveth ſttength and victory to his people; bleſſed be Gov! Reader, Is the 
Gon of ſeſnurun, the Gon of Iſrael, thy Goy ?.. Is he who rideth on the heavens thy 
help ? Does thine heart truſt in him alone, and does his grace ſubdue thine outward ini- 
quities, and thine inbred corruptions? Is he who rideth on the ſky thy excellence ? Does 
he ſeem only excellent in thy eyes, and cauſe thee-to excel in virtue ? Has he planted thee 
among his excellent ones of the earth. and made thee to abound in faith and love, and 
fruits of righteouſneſs? If the Lon p is not thy help, alas! thou wilt be flain by fin, 
and prove a ruined ſoul, If the Lon d is not thy excellence, thou art ſtill an-apoſtate ſpi- 
rit, a ſtranger unto Gov, and to bis Car1sT. Awake, ariſe and call on, Gon; his ear 
is open unto prayer; and thou art yet on mercy's ground: O call upon him ſpeedily, 
and ery upto him earneſtly, that thou periſh nor, 


SY 


[ 
1 
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6 Nov. ( 310 H 


ET your converſation be without covetoufneſs, and be content with futh 

things as ye have, x R. xii. 5, For they that will be rich, fall into 
temptation and a ſnare, and into mauy fool fr and hurtful luſts, which drown 
men in perdition and deftruftion ; for the love of money is the roof of all evil, &e. 
4 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 


A covxrous man is called an idolater, and has no part in the 8 of Op: but 
Who belie es that he is covetous? Now hee you fer, that every, one is actually coverons, 
who is not content with what he has. And what ſays the apoſtle of ſuck as will be rich? 
THEY. FALL. Not only, it was. poflible for them to fall: % they actually fall, 
O reader, be frightened ; deſttoy the covetous deſites of thy heart, 5 keep it diſeptan- 


-gid from temporal things ; for who knows how ſoon ycu m..ft go cut of this world, and 
leave every thing behind? Away from it with thy heart, elſe thy death will be very hard, 


The Ciſtian's motto is, Gp AND ENOUGH; for he that has Cob, is content; and 
can{tquently always rich enough, even in poverty. And that muſt be a covetous man 
mdeed, who has not enough, having Gop, O Loxy, make me fo free by faith from the 


love of earthly things, that 1 may equally praiſe thee, whether thou be pleaſcd to give me 


ſomething, or take it away from me; and that I may never covetouſiy refuſe that to 
others or-to myſelf, that thou haſt given, and ſhould be beftowed upon vs, 


The rich young man whom Jesus lov's, His love of earthly treaſures prov 4 
Should warn us to forbear ; A fatal golden fnaxre, MaRx x. 24. 


_ 
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TH E foul of the diligent ſhall be made fat, Px Ov. xiii. 4. 


You are concerned for having no more grace, What is the reaſon? -Pethaps you are 
indolent, careleſs, and unfaithful, And though you have no warrant even for an hour to 
live, yet unreaſonably you ſuppoſe to have time enough; therefore you are not ſetiousy 
diligent and fervent every hour in praying for ſufficiert ſuength, to be always prepared and 
have bokdneſs in death. No wonder, if you do not immediately teſiſt fin, that it grows 
frong,' and you are always weak and diſcouraged. And how can you expect to receive 
more grace, if you do not faithfully improve what little you dave? If you would but dis 
ligently and faithfully app'y yourſelf to the word and prayer, Cop would certainly not be 
wanting on his part to fulfil his promiſes, and give you enough: but not otherwiſe. For 
it is well to be obſerved: and we muſt know it once for all, that there is no ſuch thing 
as mäking any progreſs in grace and carrying our point, unleſs we are hourly mindfol 
of ourſelves, watching and praying againſt all fins, and whatever may be an hindrance on 
one hand; and following with all diligence that which is good, and what may be a fur 
therance on the other, It is not enough to uſe sou, but we muſt uſe At L diligence; 
and according as our grace is increaſed, our diligence muſt veel allo ; fince ie 1 45 
againft the ſtream. 


Right to refiſt the ſinful pow'r, We muſt be watchful ev” y bor, | 
Requites a flrong reſtraint 3 And pray, but never taint, | 
| x 4- 


VV. ( 312 92 : ver 7 


Fo lowlineſs of mind let each efteem other better than themſelves, PI IL. ii. g. 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and fo full! the law of CnrisT. For if 


a man think himfelf to be ſomething, &c. But let every man prove his own 


work, and then he * have gn in lange __ e not in — 
oo vi. 2, 3, 4. 


Ir we were truly humble, and looked upon ene as. the woll wilewble of all, we. 
Mould willingly ſubmit to all adverſities, and patiently, bear the burdens, and infirmities of 
others, conſidering, that Gon has born with. us a great deal more. Obſerving. therefore 
the faults of our neighbour, we muſt not forget, our dun. , Perhaps in other things we are 
weaker than he, This muſt reſtrain, us from judgiag-- raſhly, or ſpeaking  vnadviſedly to 
others; but firſt, we ſhould ſpeak to Go about it, and then try with gentle means to 
bring them ro PTA again. Nay the beſt method is to conſider our neighbour on the good, 
and ourſelves on the bad fide z. and to ſee whether we can excuſe him, and accuſe ourſelves, 
Andif bis fault could not be excuſed i in any menner, we muſt not ſuffer him to ſtir up our 


corruption, but come in with prayer between Gap and him, to plead his cauſe before his 


throne in hearty love, This requires more than cenſorious judging. - It is very eaſy tofind 


fault with others, but to ſnew love, and reſtore them wi prayer and Wan correction, 
is quite another thing, 


Bleſs'd are the W wh and, oor Gon will ſecure their happy fate, 
From'wge and — noiſe and war; 40 plead their cauſe againſt che St 


9 No v. 6 
e oheneſt thy" hard,” aud _fatiyfeft the defire of "every ting ting, 


f SA L, cxlv. 16. 


Wu 1 theſe: monly ade ? The hand of Gon ; vita my capital cellar and 
ſlore houſe, is it not a ſhame to be anxiouſly careful for any thing? Has the Lond all things 
in his hand? then ſurely I ſhall receive what he has for me; none will be able to with- 
hold it. Faith bas always a free acceſs to the treaſures of Gob, who is never wanting. 
„ Chriſtians (as Luther obſerves) have their cheſts, cellars and treaſures in ſuch a high 
6s e even in Cod, that no thief can rob them, and they are ſure to have enough in 
4*-Gop: 7 .* And though the Lon p fhould try them with want a little while, yet be 
« relieves i ia due time: their bread muſt rain from heaven, rather than that they 
„ ſhoold be left Without. You need ot, ſays Cunts r, ſeck theſe other things, Araight, , 
„ they; ſhall be brought to you, if ye only abide in me, If this does not comfort and. . 
firengehen us, nothing elſewill; Now many rely on their full pockers and purſes, bug... 
if they bad true faith,” it would be equally the ſame; whether they had it in their fiſts 
and trunks already or not: it would be enough that they believed and had it in Gos 
hand, purſe and cheſt. It is all one to a believer, full purſes or none, If the Lon p is 

4 pleaſed to beſtom ſotne proviſion upon him, He'blefits ki rm for it, and in careful to apply | 
it well, But if he thinks proper to deny it him, he is equally n and dene * 


* 
. 


re 
Air —_— 


— 

-———_— 2". 
£ 8 
9 . & o 

A, 


The Lows is __ the Lon p is kind; And the whgler race of — hal + Sans 
Great is his grace, his mercy ſure; _ His truth from age to age endure, 


Wy - — — — . ä— — — 
_— - — . 
— 


10 Nov. i a 
AN D they withſtood Uzziah the hing, and faid unto him, I abpertainat 

not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incenſe unto the Loꝶ b, but to the prie/!s, 
the fons of Aaron, that are confecrated to burn incenſe. Co out of the ſanctuary, 


for thou haſt treſpajſed, neither ſhall it be for thine honour from the ods 
on, 2 CHRON. XXV1, 18, | | | 


Here is the only blot we find on the name of Uzziah: As long as he fought the 


Loa p, and worſhipped him according to divine appointment, Gop made him to proſper, 
Gov helped him marvellouſly, till he was fropg ; but when he was firong, his heart was 
lifted up to His own deſtruction. 


He was not content with the honours G0 D had put 
upan him, but would uſurp thoſe that were forbidden him, like our firſt parents. Toe 


chief prieſt, and other prieſts, were ready to burn incenſe for the king, according to the 
duty of their office; and plainly acquainted him, that if through a miſtaken zeal, he of- 
fered to-do it himſelf, he woul 


| d jncurr- the wrath of Gov, and ſuffer for it; but this 
ſerved only to excite his wrath, till he felt the judgment of Gop's hand in his puniſhm-nt, 


Though he ſtrove with the prieſts, he would not ſtrive with his Maker, but retired as 
as ſoon. as he was ſmitten with'the leproſy, We ſee in the preſent inſtance, as in mary 
others, that“ the Gop we have to do with is jealous Cop,” who expects all that ſerve 
| him ſhall do it according to his own inſtitutions, Do you, Reader, come to him in the 

way of his appointments, Take care that you come not with unhallowed fire before the 
Los p, left you be alſo. ſmitten. The incenſe of our prayers muſt be by faith put int» 


the hands of cur Loxp Jes vs, the great High- prieſt of cur profeſſion ; elſe we ſhall find 
ourſelyes deceived, if we expect it ſhou!d have acceptance with Gov, | 


11 Nov. e eat 


E, the Lok b, will Jeautiſy the meek (poor) with falvation, Ps. 
cxlix. 4. And if ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs fake; happy are ye, 1 PET. 


iii. 4. PsAL. x. 17, xxii. 26. XXXV11, 11. xlviii. 10. ISAIARH liv. 14. 


Art. this is for the humble and poor in ſpirit, Flow does that agree? 
poor, and yetblefſed ? O, yes, poor in ourfelves, but bleſſed and glo- 
rious in Cuk ts. If we never experience his glory, the reaſon is, we 
are not truly ſenſible of our miſery ; but when we are come quite low, 
let us conkdently lay hold on Cuyri1srt, and we ſhall be bleſſed: for all 
is ours. We may ſay, O Lon p, if thou art a glorious help to the needy, 
lo! here is want and miſery enough; therefore I eome with all my 
want and poverty to the fulneſs of thy grace and riches, with my dark- 
neſs to thy light, with my death to thy life. Grant that all my evals 
may be fwallowed up by thy goodnels and glorious deliverance, Mine 
innumerable wants I ſet before thee, as ſo many empty veſſels, and 
deſite to have them filled with thy fpiritual and heavenly bleflings. 


O might I hear thy heav'nly tongue 
But whifper,, Thou art mine!“ 

Thoſe gentle words ſhould raiſe my ſong 
To notes almoſt divine. | 


How wovls my leaping heart rejoice, 
And think my®heay*n ſecure, 

I truft the all- creating voice. 
And faith deſiies nd more. 
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12 \ OV, ( 316 ) | 
BE renewed in the foirit of your mind, Ern. terbg. 3 


O Lox, grant that I may daily and hourly repent, have evermore 
a tender feeling of my fins, and {o renew.my-baptiſmal covenant, that 
by the power of thy death, the old man may be crucified, and by the 
power of thy reſurrection the new man may riſe up, and grow more 
and more every morning. Let me ever be in true earneſt, and look 
upon every day as the very firſt and the very laſt; that with each! 
may, as it were, begin anew. to work out my. ſalvation with fear and 
trembling, and fo be always prepared for death and eternity. Give me 
grace to —— all difficulties, and to avoid every thing that may 
prove a torment of conſcience in the hour of death. And as there is 
no ſtanding ſtill, I humbly beſeech thee to ſtir me up daily and hourly 
more and more, that I may make all haſte, and ſave my ſoul. 


Loxp, I am vile, conceiv'd in fin; The law demands a perfect heart; 
And born unholy and unclean ; But we're defiled in every part. 
Sprung from the man whoſe guilty fall Great Gov, create my heart anew, 
Corrupts the race and faints us all, And form my ſpirit pure and true z 
Soon as we draw our infant breath O make me wiſe betimes to ſpy 
The ſeeds of fin grow up for death; My dapger and my remedy, 


13 OV, 


Awake, my zen, awake, my love, 
And ſerve my.,Savour;bere below], 


In works which, all, the faigts above, 


Which holy angels cannot not do. 


( 317 ) * 
H has diſperſed, he has given to the poor; tus Tighteouſneſs endures nw for 


ever, PSAL. cxii. 9. In the morning ow thy feed, and in the evening 
withhold not thy hand, ECCLES. X1. 8. 


| "Dong that Jay up Rey Wh an _ ſuffer nothing to lie long uſeleſs, but lend it out 
as lit as chey can; and uch as defive to. reap ſoon and plentifully, are careful to ſow ſoon 
and plentifully. - Therefore lend and tow ye alſo in good time; tor the'e may be times, 
hen you cannot ſhew charity, or at leatt not ſo largely. Lejher, on this paſſage ſays; 
We muſt nut pretend to pay the debt of charity with ſome poor mites and pence. It 
you will give ſemething, give boumifully; take your hands full, as if you were a ſow- 3 3M 
ing, like the ,pavr, widow with her two mites, which ſhe fowed out freely, though j it £3 
„is her v hole ſubſtance. ; But the rich ones: were not ſo liberal. but covetguſly offered 
only what they could ſpaxe very wel), 
4 take ande- full ; for Gob loving a chea ful giver, will in his turn difpenſe again bounti- 
folly to you, that ye ſhall have all lutficiency in all things, to every gocd, work, But 
% Gop. diſpenſing ſo boontifolly to you, why ſhould you then grudge him any things 
* or make only inch-poar returns ?) For what we di to ohr neighbour, is the ſame as if 
© jt were done to Cop himſelf ; if done in faith and love.“) 


Is, it not ſaid; we ſhould ſow; and con quem 


d . 88 1 — 142 


Awake. my ch rity, and N 

The noa ey foul, and the. be 
In bexv*n gte fond No for of reed ; 
Taere' Ut theſe” Guts es are ne f ors, 


: * 
i 


14 Nov. ( 318 "y | 5 77 
E. full redeem Tſrael from all Jus iniquities, P8AL. cxxx. 8. O the 1 
hope of 1frael, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble, Je REM. xiv. 8. In WM from 


aral li remember mercy, IIA BAK. iii. 2. 


the c 
Drseais not, Om ſoul, in any tribulation or conflift, as if it were impoſſible to over- T 
comte it, The all- braling word of Gop contains advice and comfort for all caſes, The an a 


Lb being thy helper in all adverfities, and able to turn the ſharpeſt afflictions into the befc 
greateſt bleſſings, he would never imite, nor withhold ſomething from thee, if he was 


not willing, alſo to heal, and give thce ſomething better in irs place, 0 Lord, I truſt * 
thou wilt carry me through all difficulties. Though my miſery and weakneſs were ever ſo of t 
Treat, yet there is nothing too great for thee; it is all one to thee, to help in great or lit- fire 
ue diſtreſſes: navy, the more 1 am ſurrounded wich grief and weakneſs, the more wilt evi 


chou pity, ſpare and nouriſh me, as a tender mother does the leaſt of all ber children; jof 
and the more there will be occaſion for thee to ſhew thy mighty falvatiun ; for the leaſt Ic 
2 s impoſſible to me, but the gie teſt· and moſt difficult things are poſſible and very eaſy to , 

mice. The ſharper and longer my, diſtreſs and conflicts have been, the nearer, greater, ul 
and ſwttter, I trult, will aiſo be my victory and ſalvation; and I ſhall not be tempted oc 
above meaſute, Ves, the Lorxp will atht me to conquer all, even the moſt ſtubborn Al 
enemies. py % 200 | | p 


There's foll redemption at his throne The great Redeemer is his Son: 
For finners long eallavid; And Iſrael ſhall be ſav'd. 


" / yy 


"319 * 
TH E RE is anaccurſed thing in the midſt of thee, O Ifrael; thou rant 

not fand before thine enemies, until you take away the accurſed thing 
from among you, Josnu Vit. 13. See allo 2 PET. 1. 4. Having eſcaped 
the corruption that is in the world through luſt. 


Tur entertaining of every worldly luſt, and indulgence of any known wilful fin, is ſich 
an accu fed thing, by which we are deprived of the power of Gop, that we cannot Rand 
before our enemies. Behold. therefore the ſeverity of Gon, Josn, vii. 21—25, and be 
more earneſt, Make all haſte to flee from the luſt of the world, eſpecially from the luſt 
of the eye, which is the love of money. It being impoſſible to receive any grace and 
frength until the accurſed thing be taken away, what more needful than to break off, 
even the moſt ſubti] and ſpecious bands of unrighteouſneſs. Unleſoull. ſplinrers of the un- 
jaſt mammon be taken out, the wound cannot be healed up; Nay, examine thyſelf 
cloſcly in other things, and whatever finful luſt hatbours in thy breaſt, be faithful to put 
it off and flee from it, elſe you muſt not wonder at your being fo weak is ſpirit, He that 
does not reſiſt the Gnful motions of his heart, will alſo very eafily give a looſe to his hands 
and tongue. But be that immediately ſubdues the inward corruption, will certainly be 
preſerved from their breaking out in ſinful actions. O Lon d, deliver me from all ac- 
curſed things, and keep my heart always under thy cloſeſt inſpection and diſcipline. Amen. 


Why ſhould my paſſion mix with earth, | Why ſhould 1 cleave to things below, 
And thus debaſe my heay*aly birth? And let my Cop, my Saviour go? 


— 


Ane 320 N 
148 HOR myel}, and repent in duſt and and aſhes, Jos xiii. 6; 


Mr dear Reader, refle& a moment who it was that made this confeſſion, ' and con- 
ſider the many excellencies that he had; ſee, chap, xxxi.  Doubtleſs you will be ready to 
aſk, why this ſelf-abhorrence ? what did this man want ? Let me give the anſwer for 
Fou; before his eyes were opened, the very thing that you do, if in the like confidence; ; 
and the want of which-makes every man vile and deſpicable in the pure eye of Gop, 
ſe;f-knowledge, or humility. El hu charges Job home with an undue opinion of his own 
righteouſneſs ; and Gor, who by ſtroke upon ſtroke, and not one too much, had brought 
bim to che duaghil, is repreſented as carrying on the fame accuſation againſt him, The 
whole iſſues i in Jos's humiliation, as a moſt important leſſon of inſtruction to all mankind, 
never | to Hand. ppon their vindication with Gop z and the book, in this view of it, points 
out as clearly as poſſible, is preparatory to the goſpel, and a ſtriking comment on thoſe 
words of St Paul and the Pſalmift, * All have finned, and come ſhort of the glory of Gop; 
in thy Gght ſhall no man living be juſtified, Gop be merciful to me a ſinner; is a 
hard prayer, but hardeſt for a ſaint, One eye upon the perfetion of Gop 's a, and 
another upon your own duty wy re bring you up to it. 


8 


* 


17 Nov. 921 ö 4 

ND they „ng a nem fog ſaying, Thou art worthy Senne de Volk] and 
A”. 4 the feals thereof ; 'for thou waſt Hain, and haſt redermed us to 
Cob by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, 
Re v. v. 9. 


I heaven we ſhall have a perfect knowledge of fin, far beyond any thing we now con- 
ceive of it, in conjunction with the greatneſs of our deliverance z and the glory of redeem- 
ing mercy, will be the eternal ground of our love and adoration, 05 earth, it is the great 

exerciſe" and difficult work of faith, to ſee fin and Ca I8s r at the ſame time, or be pene- 
trated with a lively ſenſe of our deſert, and abſolute freedom from condemnation. © But the 
more we know of both, the nearer approach we ſhall make to heaven; and we are our 
own greateſt enemies, if, together with the fulleſt comprehenſion of fin, and the deepeſt 
humiliation for it, we do not look ſteadily unto Jxsvs, and ſee it taken away by the 
Lamb of Gop, This, though continually. repeated by the beavenly choir, is called their 
veto ſong ; becauſe it is always matter of as great joy to them, as if they had never ſung it 
beforey 4 4 becsoſe the love of Oo and of Canas in their redemption, is always 
opening upon them with new and increafing wonders. 1 ſoul; let TE let nat 
iy fin, hinder thee from beginning it now, | 


He worthy is bleſt | | By Jzsv' s blood- ſhedding, 
Dy ſpirits at reſt, His burial and ſmart. 
Who once in this deſert + op 
To him that was ſlain, 
His, Godhead confeſs'd, The ſcorn'd Miraene, | 


My ſoul bear a part, | | 2 glory and, honour: 
For ranſom'd thou art g Let all ſay, “ — 


- 


18 Nov. 1 7 


Fo. L OW Lore v. 2. and, be not led by thy qwn will, Six cu 
viii. 30. Aud endure hardneſs as a good | folder of Cu Is r, 

Hz that firenupuſly endeavours to break his own will in every thing, and reſolutely 
overcomes his natura averſion to prayer, love. humility, and every gcod work, ſhews more 
pw. than another who ean do it with moreeaſe, With this faithfulneſs the Log. is ſo 

N pleaſed, that he rewards it at aſt, and gives us grace to do it alſo with a willing heart; 
but we'meſt ſi ſt be made truly ſenſible of the ceep corrupticn of our hearts, that then we 


may- uſe the more violehee in prayer. And if we ag but going on in this conflit, the 


gelays of Gop are ſcbn mage up with ſa much preater deliverance. But if we pray only, 
snd d not alfo quickly reſiſt the propenſity of our own het in all things, there will 
- never'be ſoch a thing as making any progreſ> at all ;'fince the ſtubbornneſs of our fleſh re. 
p N, chat prayer and conflict muſt always go band in hand, Ovly it is to be obſerved, 
n this mot be done in faith. Now, 0 Lon h. grant that I may quickly take all 
thy hints,” Thou art à füithful Gop indced, thou calleſt, warneſt and moveſt me often 
enough 4 O that K was" fanhful alfo pupctually and immediately to follow. thee in all 
things, ſhould it be ever ſo much againſt the inclination) of my heart at firſt. May I never 
through unbelief,” unfaithſulneſs, confufron, felf will, and overdoings, bring any, afflic- 
tion upon me, and hurt myſelf, not ſo much as in body, much leſs in ſou l. 


My deareſt Saviour and my guide, 25 * O let me never tun aſtray, 
I would be walking at thy de? I Nor follow the forbidden way, 
0 _ . a n ms «A * Te TiY 4 77 Þ , . * - * 2 wy 4 . 
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HE Lox, is. not far {rom every ne us ; for in him we live, and, 
FR have our — ers xvii, of 2 join im very hairs 97 20 


head are all numbered, LUKE xli. 7, 


. 
„ 


0 * ue cloſe, and more than maternal care | Nothing.is fo mean, War it! is under the- 
providence | of Go D, ſince even the leaft things can either hurt or profit the ſoul; And: 
how ſweet is it to obſerve his foot-ſteps even in the minuteſt things, and to be ſatisfiedy\- 
that us may. ttuſt our greater and leſſer concerns to his ca! 0 Lox n, grant that I. 
may never ſwerve from, and do any thing withaut the; but that my goings in ad going 
but. may be always done in thy preſence, as if I had to do with gong but thee ; na, 281 
we both lived ao one, to gether ip the, world. O that / 1 could tranſact, as it were, all my 
— with thee alone, 100 in all p aces. look upon, thee as if, thou waſt only a. Gap: ſor 

Let me always carefully obferve all the inward and outward: teſtimonies of thy pro- 
| rides. ſo as daily and hourly to have a true ſenſe of thy gracious -preſence. im every thing 
more or leſs im portant 3 and thereby to be ever, ſttentthened in faith, and kept; in a cf 
paſed ſtate of mind; conſidering that nothing happens by mere chonce ut every thing is 
wiſely 0;dered by thy providential care, to our good; firmly, eving, If any thing goes 
contrary to, expeCtation, that ſomething bettet will ae in its Read, if we BEL can — 
quiet and Wait the tikag, 


Gov, that muſt ſtoop to view the Kies, He overrules all maxtal things, X 
And bow to ſee what angels do, And e our. mean affairs: 

Down to our earth he caſts his eyes, On bymble duls the. King of, kings 

And bends his footſteps downward too, | Beſtows his counſth an! his cares. 

Y 2 


20 N O v. | ( 324 ) 
* oy LEA E to thit which is good, Row, xĩi. 9. Seel thoſe things which 


are above, COL, iii. t. 


Tux macners cf ſuch things or perſons 25 as we 1 ack with, cleave very 
eaſily to us. Je" we converſe much with Gon and heavenly things, we ſhall be heavenly 
minded ; but if we deal much with che world and temporal things, we muſt be ſenſual and 
worldly minded. Up therefore with thy heait-to Gop: lift it hourly up to him; and 
thouęh it inks down often to the earth again, yet the Lon p hac patience, and will as 
often receive and accept of i again. Therefore raiſe It up continually, and, take great 
care to Keep | it above, that it may not fink down and be defiled and cloyed with worldly 
things again. Thus it will. be eaſy, whilt on the contrary it is a hard matter to abide in 
Aſpiritual frame; like a featber which eaſily riſes higher and higher when kept above 
gron0d, but moves very heavy upwards, ' when once fallen into the ditt. This you may 
take as a Iively figure of ah eaſy and heavy method in the practice of religion. Chooſe, 
now, which you pleaſe. 01 that I may always chooſe the beſt, namely, the work _ 
ſufferings of the Lon p, and never plunge myſelf into needleſs troubles and. conflicts. 


Deſcend from heaven, immortal Dove, |. Beyond, beyond this lower ſky, 
Stoop down and take e vs on thy wings, Up where eternal ages roll, 

And mount 214 bear d far above | | Where ſolid pleaſurcs never die, 
The reach of thele inferior tungs. And fruits immortal feaſt the ſoul. 
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L ORD, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, &c. LUKE ii, 29, 20s 
Say to them. that are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, &c. ISA. xXxv. 3. 

Nor the weak faith of a fearful, trembling and tempted behever, but 


the wilful unbelief only is damnable. If I do not reject the ranſom 


Cn 81sr my ſurety, but am deſirous to accept of it by faith, ĩt is as iripol- 
fible that Gop can reje& me, as it is impoſſible for him to feject m 

ſurety, and his own decree and eternal counſel of love; which can nev 

be. O Lon d, it goes beyond the reach of all reaſon, how I ſhall d& 
part in faith and peace, ſince I am the weakeſt of all, and would deſpair 
a thouſand times for once: But as © thy peace is ſaid to paſs all under 
e ſtanding,” Pur. iv. 7. it will nevertheleſs be ſufficient to keep even 
the moſt fearful and weakeſt ſoul; "for it is not by any power of our 
own, but ſolely by thy divine power, that © we ſhall be kept'thro6ugh 
faith unto ſal vation.“ And it is equally the ſame to thee to carry the 
weakeſt or the ſtrongeſt through the gates of death; for ſince thou alt 
always the ſame wiſe, gracious and mighty Gop in all circumſtances, 
and muſt do the work alone for both; thou wilt then ſurely lend me 


alſo thine all- ſufficient aid and aſſiſtance. | rene 
Saints by the power of Gop are kept, Lox», at thy temple we appear,” , Mö 
Till che ſalvation-come gl fe As happy Simicon came, | 


We walk by faith, as ſtrangers here, And hope to meet our Saviour here; 
Til-Cxn267-ſho call u home. O make our jens the me 
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22 Nov. - (326) n 
'O LORD, how manifold are thy works? in wiſdom haf tho made tlie 
all: the; earth is full of thy riches, Poi. civ. 4. Whyſo is wiſe, and 
 wntlohſerve theſethimgs, Kc. Pol. cVii. 392 
O Lon, how many are thine unknown metcies! I am ſurrounded 
With thy goods on all ſides, and yet I obſerve and acknowledge them 

little! If thou haſt puniſhed even the heathen, for not having minded 
and'glorified thee by thy works, what will become of me? Pardon, 


Oboen p, this my blindneſs and ingratitude, and be pleaſed to arld to 


all thy benefaQions this one more, that I may always be thankful for 
every thing, eſpecially for the unſpeakable gift of thy Son; and after 
that for all thy works'of crration and providence: alſo, Grant that in 
Al thy creatures I may ſee and adore thine infinite power, wiſdom 
and goedteſs, and thereby continually to be ſtrengthened in faith and 
MKirred up to thy ptaiſe and love. Thus let me always converſe with, 
#leave to thee, and have uninterrupted communion with thee, that 
nothing may interfere and diſturb this, religious diſpoſition of my ſoul 
in the leaſt. Yes, O Loxp, grant me this wiſdom and cloſe attention, 
For thy-glery's lake. Amen. 9 75 "Th | 
The glories of my maker, Gos, | The brightneſs of our Maker'd namt 


My jyfol voice ball gz: The wide creation fl :: 
And call A he martens tofsder e . And hi unboundell wonder lies 


Their Former and their King. Beyond the heav'nly hills. 


do 


in 
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TH E ford of the Los v and of Gideon, Junces vii. 20. For they arebrehd 
for us e their defence is departed from them, and the Los p is with we far 
them not, NuUMB. xiv. 9. But my ſervant Caleb, becauſe he khad- another 
ſhirit with him, and has followed me fully, him will I bring into the land, whereinto 
he went, Ver. 24 Surely the wrath of men ſhall praiſe thee, PAL. Izxvi..10, 
Tak care, O my foul, that there may alſo be another, namely, & 
kingly ſpirit with thee, as there was with Joſhua and Caleb, not to be 
diſcouraged on account of thy weakneſs and gteat number of frailties 
and enemies, as if it was impoſſible to live holy and get the victory. 
Behold Cnxtsr, the true and great Jolhua and Caleb, marches out 
before thee, to make wit Rim againſt thine enemies, and ho can 
conquer him! he is amchen nf his ſpirit now is as mighty as ever, 
and his ſword as powerſul, and ſharper than a tyyo-edged ſword, 
Againſt thy various in tmities he offers alſo a variety of divine ſtrength, 
and againſt each of thine enemies he holds forth to thee a particular 
word in his word; and abiding in his word thou ſhalt ſurely conquer. 
Though the enemy ſhould 215 thine inward and outward calamities 
to the higheſt degree, as ſo many ſtrong walls, yet he muſt fall; one 
ſingle word will ſtrike him down. 
Not all that tyrants think. or ſay, Nor hell ſhall fright my heart por J 
With toge and light' ping in their eyes, ann legioas riſe, 


CSS 


24 NOV. 18 | "7c A 4 
L, 1 am with.you always, even unto the end of the world, MATT, xxviy. 
20. I will be with ham in trouble, PSA L. xci. 15, Therefore, be not 
diſmayed at their faces, leſt I confound thee before them, IE 8. i. 17. 


O uv ſoul, tell the Lon p all thy complaints, as if he was viſibly pre. 
ſent; for he is actually preſent in all t y trgubles with his advice and 
help. Faith does not ſee Gop, yet he keeps and ſpeaks to him as if he 
ſaw him, and by his trials and aſſiſtances grows only ſtronger ; conſe- 
quently we have no reaſon to fear any diſtreſs. By afflictions Goo will 
not diſcourage us from believing ; far from' it, he rather encourages us 
to lay hold on his word by faith,” And though we feel more fin and 
anguiſh” of conſcience in times of diſtreſs, it ought to make us more 
humble indeed, bat at the ſame time bring us cloſer to CAST, who 
blotteth out all our tranſgreſſions, and thus exerciſe and ſtrengthen our 
faith, Therefore, as Luther obſerves, © even the fins of a chriſtian are 
gor his good, and if he had no fin, he ſhould not be ſo well off; for 
without the feeling of the fins and deſperate corruptions of the heart 
in my conſcience, I ſhould never take ſo much of the power of the 
6 word of GOD.“ Neither would prayer flow ſo well, for the fire of 
love being removed, a congealing cold follows preſently. ES 


Chearful we walk the deſert thro', _ Tho” lions roar,. and tempeſts blow, 
Wulle Filth inſpires a heavenly ray; And rocks and dangers fill the way, 


ov 
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25 Nov. ( 329 ) R ig 


GAL. ii. 20. 


Lurnzx on theſe words ſays: Capgisr living in me, who is as it 
tiere one piece with me, there muſt by him be grace, righteouſneſs, 
ce eternal nile and ſalvation in me; and law, fin and death be abohſhed. 
There is ſuch a cloſe union between ChRISH and a belieyer, as if they 
were but one perſon, and can never be ſepatated from one another. 
* Faith cleaving always to CnRIST, can boldly fay ; I am Chalsrz 
* not perſonally, but his righteouſneſs, victory, life, and all What he 
„has, is my own; and Cusz1sr ſays again: I am this poor fianer ; fox 
© for having taken his fins and death upon me, they are attuallyaaine.Y - 
O happy union! without Cuz15T there is not a moment's, peace, but 1 
being in him, and one body with him, who can hurt me, and lay any | 
thing to my charge? O Lon p, grant that L may always truly live in thee 
by faith, as in my element. Thou being the Son of Gon, haſt loved and 
25 thyſelf for me; I can never, never be given over to death and 

ell. „ lat : 12 
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Why ſhould we ſtart and fear to die? {| Irsus can make a dying bed © 5) da 
What tim ious worms we mortals are? Feel ſoft as downy pillows are; : 
Death is the gate of endleſs joy. | While on his bieaſt I lead my head, 


And yet we diead to enter there. And breathe my life aut ſweetly there. 


26 Nov. (0 1 5 
1 W I L Leal your barkſlidings,” Jt R. iii. 22. It is Con who worketh in 1 
you both to will and to do of his good pleaſure, Pu iL. ii. 19. $6 k o 
O my dear Saviour, I would fain believe in thee, be faithful, obe- 
dient, and work always that which is good. And ſince this is alfo thy 
Will, I truſt it ſhall be done; for if thou wilt and I will, Who can hinder 
It? True, fin, fleſh, world and devils are againſt it; but ſhall theſe 
enemies be ſtfonger than thou, the mighty Gop ? Shall their oppoſi. 
tion be able to quell thy work in me, if I do not conſent to it? That 
can never be. The more violence they uſe upon me, the more violence 
will 1 uſe upon thee in prayer; and the more I pray, the: more glorious 
will thine aſſiſtance be: the more they hinder, the more thou wilt 
farther, that all their hinderances ſhall be ſwallowed up by thy fur: 
Merances; as the ſerpents of the ſorcerers in Egypt were ſwallowed u 
by the ſerpent of Moſes. The enemy will fall by his own ſword, and 
the greateſt diftreſs and oppoſition will turn to my good and to the pro- 
moting of thy work. For if I do not abide in Cuk ist, praying continu- 
ally, every thing can hindet me; but abiding in him, all obſtructions 
not only prove ineffectual, but uſeful and profitable. : 
We honour our exalted Kingy' Featleſs of hell and ghaftly death, 
How ſweet ate his commands We'll break thro' ev'ry foo; 
He guards our ſouls from hell and The wings of love and arms of faith 
By his almighty hands. Shall beat us congqu*rors thro, = 
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J 4A M the a green fir-tree; from me is thy fruit found, Hos A xiv B. 
will rebuke the devourer for your Jakes, and he ſhall nat deſtroy the 4 


of your ground, MAL. iii. 11. Sce alſo ISA IAH xxvii. 2, 6. 


Ts it not a diſagreeable thing for a gardener to ſee the fineſt bloſſoms 
and fruits deſtroyed by the caterpillars ? Doth it not rejoice him to ſee 
all the branches bow 'with Tipe fruits? O my heavenly Gardener, 
grant that I may not diſpleaſe, but rejoice thy heart alfo. Let me abide 
in Cys1sr, my true vine, and always bring forth good fruits. But fince 
every fruit has its enemies, and thou haſt no fooner worked any thingy 
than the inſects of fin endeavour to deſtroy it: I beſcech thee to make 
me-fearful and careful in every good work. Rebuke the devourer 
preſently, and preſerve me as a branch of CnAIST, night and day, as 
thou haſt promifed, that my fruits may endure to eternity Doth a di- 
ligent Gardener dreſs and cultivate his garden as well as he can, why 
ſhouldſt not thou cultivate my heart alſo, ſince thou art hongured by 
my fruits? O! yes: I truſt, the cryſtal ſtream of thy throne will 
water me, that I can go and bring forth greater plenty of fruits,” ** 


Like trees of myrrh and ſpice we ſtand Let my Beloved come and tate 
Planted by Gop the Father's hand; His pleaſant fruits at his own feaſſ. 
And all his ſprings in Zipn flow, come, my ſpouſe, I come,” hecries, 
To make the young plantation grow, With love and pleaſure in his eyes. 


A 


28 Nov. "90 } 


74 WILL (do it) Marr. viii 3. And what is that ? Whatever thou 4 
defireſt : For the Lox D il fulje the deſere of them that fear hum, n 
cxlv. 19. 


tS — tf 


. Yza, he does © exceeding abundantly above all that we ak or think ;"* granting not 
only according to the notioq of our narrow hearts,” but according to the riches of his glory, 
as becomes his Maj-ſty. Cur1sT delights in great petitions; for he is a great Lon p, 
and is rich unto all that call upon him. He has all the riches of his merits and gifts, not 
for himſelf, (fince being the very Gop, he wanted nothing for himſelf) but only for us, 
even the rebellious, who fincerely call upon him. Therefore what he has as Mediator, is 
not his, but all belongs to me, if but I call upon him. O my foul, pray to him, nay be 
much in prayer; end as often as thou phureſt out thy ſoul before him in prayer, let no- 
thing reſound in thy heart, but theſe words: 1 wir, I witt bo ir. As Gop 
can never lie, there 1s not one fingle groan loſt; but every one will be found to be a jewel 

in the life to come; by which thy riches are increaſed, and one treaſure put to another, 
O1 bow much is there neglected in this aheady! why ſhould you not be earneſt and in- 
ſtant now to redeem that little remaining part of thy tiine, by prayer for eternity, to lay 
up there many treaſures, and richly adorn iy crown, O Lorn, grant that this may be 
_ *y | 3 | 10 
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Now is the time, he bends his ear, | vine, left he rouſe his a and ſwear, 
And waits for your requeſt; Ve ſhall not ſee my reſt, oy 


1 ( 333 


O0SHU 4 drew not his hand back, wherewith he ſtretched out the ie je, 
until he had utterly deſtroyed. all the inhabitants of 4:1, Josnua vin. 26. 
For ths purpoſe the Son of GOD was maniſeſted, that he maght d:ftray the works 


of the devi, 1 Joun iii. 8. 


Tur dominion of any one fin, is inconſiſtent with the grace of Cop and true ſaving 
faith, Rom. vi. 14. Therefore all theſe wicked inhabitants of thy heart muſt be de- 
ſtroyed, and none ſuffered to live and reign in thee; fince even by one fingle fin we may. 
be viterly undone and deſtroyed, as a bird is catched in one ſingle ſnare. And though you 
are actually converted, and have gained the dominion over your fins 5 yet you muſt not 
draw- back your hand, and lay the ſpear and ſword of the ſpirit afide. - There is no reſt or 
ceſſation of arms here. Satan left CIS only for a time; much more will he renew 
his affaults upon us again and again: nay, if a man is not watchful, but preſumptuous, 
he takes to him ſeven other ſpirits more wicked than himſelf,*? But if one confli&t 
laſteth long, remember that this is alſo the caſe of others; and even the ancient fathers 
have gone on under it till they were grey. At laſt the victory will be the more ſweet and 
glorious, Only above all things take the ſhield of faith; for faith alone triumphs, by 
which we arc in covenant with Car1sT, and he makes one cauſe with us. 


Tis faith that conquers'earth and hell, | This is the grace that ſhall prevail 
By a celeſtial pow'r; In the decifive hour. 


8 Nov. ( 334 ) ft 


COM Z. buy without money and without price, Ia Au Iv. 1. Gs for 
al things are now ready, Luxk xiv 17, Him (be who it, will) that 1P 
eomes to me, I will in no u e caſt out, JOHN vi. 37. 


How could at ender mother's heart caſt out her fick child calling for help? Come, my poor 4 
ſoul, come only as well as thou canſt. Better to come in thy miſerable, vas illug and lazy tha 
condition, than not at all. Do not imagine that it will be 44Ggreeable to Cur 18m, if you hs 
muſt put a conſtraigt upon yaurſelf, and cannot come, and pray to him with a ſenſible 2 
i and Gong, faith ; for he does not Gy; bim that comes with a ſeufible tons faith; ce 

| him that comes, without any limitation, 1 will in no wiſe caſt out.“ It is yo 
— required, to bring any money of our on worthineſs, but only the whole heap, of our an 
wiſery along with us, and defire grace. Go p does not loole upon the ſenſible power; by 
(for this is bis particular gift, which. he could ſoon give, if need. was) but upon the fin, * 
cetitx. application, and earneſtneſa of a poor ſinner. John Bunyan very fitly cowpares ſuch ar 
3 one, ta a man who would f. in ride a'full gallop, whoſe horſe is hardly able to go a good f. 
trot. In this io ſtance the intention of the rider is not to be judged by the Now paces of e 


his horſe,” (which te ſembles our corrupt and unwilling nature) but by his whippings, _ 
> and beatings of the beaſt, 


| See deareſi Lony our- willing ſouls. | a We c Redeemer's lore, 
Accept thifie offered grace; 1 . And give the Fatber praile, . 


335 


who ts he that will harm Jos if ye be followers of that 1 is | good 2 
1 PET. iii. 13. 


THERE is none can harm vou; for it is twice ſaid; A is yours,” 1 Con. iti; 27, 22. 


But v hat is mine muſt be ſerviceable and uſeful to me. We are told, Rost, wii. 18. 


that all things, conſequently the very devils, with their whole armour, work togetbor for 


our god, to make us more victorious and religious; and having | ſo many aſſiſtanis, We 
muſt at laſt be good indeed: For whatever will hort us, if we take the right courſe, 
muſt rather ſerve for a ſword of defence in the hand of faith. For inflance, if any thing 
contrary happens to you, do not look upon men, but direftly upon Gap himſelf, as ff 
you had to do with him alone. Therefore take it patiently from his hands for your trial 
ang humbling : then you have a bleſſing dicectly. If you meet with ſtrong temptations + 
by the great coxruptions from within and without, let them make you only ſo much mose 
wiſe and careful as to thipk, becauſe there are dangerous enemies, I muſt watch and uſe 
all poſſible violence. And though it is right and needſul to deſpair of thy o ſufficiency * 
and ſtrength; vet if you keep and preſs only ſo much cloſer to CHRIS in prayer and 1 
faith, like a child to its mother when it ſees a devquring beaſt running upon it, all the 
evil will certainly turn to y6ur good. Luther ſays very well ; © Every thing. of 2. cheep of + 


„Cunts, is of ſome ufe, even its dung [fin] not excepted,” 


How glorious, Lon b, thy wiſdom ſhines, | Thy pow'r is for' reign to fylfil  . 
And baitles Satan's deep defigns ; The nobleſt counſels of thy will, 


E not overcome of evil, but overcome evil worth good, Rox, xi. 21. For, 
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RA. T E R ſhall be made for him continually, and daily ſhall he be praiſed, 


Psal. Ixii. 15. 


* 
* 


O waar a condeſcending King, who can always be approached ! 
who would not pray? you ſay: O that my coldneſs and indifference 
Would permit me to do it! But are you not ſenſible of your wants and 
miſeries ?: Is not this coldneſs and back wardneſs miſery-enough ?. There. 
fore yoti'ought allo to pray, and pray moſt when you are ſo dull and 
drowly; elle it will never be better with you, . Ariſe therefore and pray, 
the good Spirit of Goo will aſſiſt you in it.“ Encouraged by the pro- 
* miſes of a prayer-hearing Gov, ſays Luther, and the ſpecial aſſiſtance 
* ofthe holy Spirit in this work; we muſt even in the greateſt conflifts 
*K notomit to teſiſt the temptations of the devil. And though we have 
*finned, not defer it long; but pray directly, and ſay, The Lox is mer- 
Weiful, and I am unworthy and unable to pray; but alas! what ſhall I 
doe Shall I wait till Fam worthy and able? O no, perhaps this time 

vill never come; for I am always a great, miſerable ſinner. A chriſtian 
*{tandsalways in need of the Lord's prayer; for ſince the ſenſe and 
tenor of {in does not leave him, he can never leave off prayer.“ O 
Lox grant that this.continual fire may never be extinguiſhed-in my 


heart. 


Aut, u elz fress deep Litres, J Cop Gils thee to his thrant of gritty, 
And baniſtvevery feat ; To ſpread thy ſorrows there. 


Fu. 7 


OY 


Ee. ' 
Au 7 doft thou here, Elijah ? 1 KINes xix. 19. 4 * 


LgT this queſtion be ſuppoſed as addreſſed to us, What doſt thou here in this world, 
into which thou art ſent? Art thou working the work of him that ſent thee, or 
ſtanding all the day idle? How, doſt thou acquit thyſelf in the duties of thy particular 
calling? Art thou upright, conſcientious and uſeful therein? Art thou in the poſt aſ- 
ſigned thee by heaven, tiuly called, and properly qualified for it? or haſt thou obtruded 
thyſeif into it, without warrant or invitation; and therefore haſt no cauſe io expect ſucceſs ? 
Wbat doſt thou here in this retirement? Is the world ſhut out of thy thoughts, and are 
the viſits of the bleſſed Spirit invited > What doſt thou here, if it be not thy wiſly and ea» 
deavour to have communion with the Father, and with his Son Ius CxarsT 2 What 
doſt thou here, if thy peace with an offended Gos is not already made, or moſt earneiily 
defired and ſought after? If thou really wanteft peace and ſafety, plead the blood of Eee; 
ſee to the city of refuge, before the purſuer of blood overtake thee, and thou periſh from 
the way. Remember Lot'e wife, and look not behind thee, left thou become a 'monyu- 
ment of wrath, What doſt thou bere, in times of trial and temptation; att thou thing 
from the danger, or boldly facing it in the name and ftrength of the Lon? Artthou 
aſhamed of the croſs, or doſt thou willingly take it upon thee ? Elijah failed here, he fed. 
from Jezebel; ſuch an one as Er1jan feared ; howl fir-trees, if the cedars be thus 
ſhaken, What doſt thou here below? Art thou for pitching thy tent on this fide Jordan, 
fatisfied with thy preſent portion? Or art thou looking to a better country, to pa = 1 
„ hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God?” Life is uncertain, death ap- 
proaches, the Judge is at the door, then prepare to meet thy Goy,”" | 

Arm me with jealous care, And O, thy ſervant, Lon p, prepare, 
As in thy sight to live; * A good account to rout 


JC 


* 


the net, T's . XXV, 15. Happy ts the man that — alway, Prov, 


0 now long can fome enemies bide themſelves with their nets before our eyes, and 
draw 1 us in all on a ſudden, It is unſpeakatle how cunging and powerful our engfhmcy are, 
how. they lay in wait every where, that in ail places and at all times we are ſurrounded, as 
it were, with many cruel murderers of fools, Bleſled is he that keep: clear from ſelf· cou- 
fidence; but rather fearin always, ſays within hinzſelf, as ſoon as he awakes ig the morn- 
ing, o knows what temptations 1 may meet with to day? perhaps when I riſe, by the 
fift my feet may be intangled in dangerdus ſaares and nets, And as ſelf confi tence 
always will, but true confidence; in thee, $ Lon p, never ſhall be aſhamed, Rom, ix. 33. 
Grant, I beſcech bs that diſtruſting myſeif 1 may fully. put my truſt on thee, watching 
evermore in all 1 ings, ayd looking cautiouſly in all places about me, where there, is any 
feat of ding ger. Whatever I atn about to do or to ſpeak, ler me firſt look upon; and con- 
verſe k thee that thys ſpeaking always cloſe to thee, I may be preſerved againft the 
power and raft of mine enemies, as in a ſtiong hold ; and confidently ſay, according to thy 


own pattery, given PgAN. xvi. S. have ſet the Lon © before me ; becauſe he is at i 
10 t hand, I ſhall not be moved. * 


LIE 18 m Ge and py 5g 3 | My ſoul woukd all her 8 approve 
is counſels are my h Jo bis all ſeeing eye; 
He gives ma ſweet advice by yy day,” Not death nor hell my hepe hal Bone; 


And gentle hints by n mY While fuch a friend is nigh, 


INE eyes are tver towards the Lox p: for he ſhall pluck „a 


* 


M ſy Taler works hitherto, = 7 work, (as alfa the holy Spiri 


Joux v. 17. 


DO uv poor ſoul, ſhould the bleſſed Trinity not be able to deſtroy the works of the devil, 

and fulfil his good-will in thee? O! yes, he works both to will and to do; and that very 
thing which is above your own power, he works, and nothing elſe. Jf you can do little, 
he works much; if nothing at all, ſo much the better, then he works all ; For he is our 
All; fince we are nothing, and cando nothing. And happy are we that we can have him 
for our aſſiſtant in all things; and that the children of God ate not required to direct their 
own ſteps, but ſhall be led by their heavenly Father. Now, O Lon o, fince by the will, 
zuidings and workings of my on heart, I throw only fo many hinderances and blocks jn my 
way; grant, I beſeech thee, that in true dependence on thee, I may venture every thing; 
and deſpairing of my own ſufficiency, may always abide in thee, draw all neceſſaty firength 
trom thee by prayer, and bring forth many good fruits which may laſt to eternity. For 
the power in me being an eternal power; thy work, weak as it ſeems now, will laſt eter» 
nally, and none ſhall be able to deſtroy it. 


— 


Thy counſels, Eos p, ſhall guide my feet | What if the ſprings of life were broke, 

Tho' this dark wilderneſs; And fleſh and heart ſhould fairt, 
Thy hand conduct me near thy ſeat, Gon is my ſoul's eternal rock, 

To gwell before thy face. 


The ſtrength of ev'ry ſaint,” 
ra 2:4 


340 


n * 4 I nia i to Go, and he will draw wmgh to you. Reſiſt the hs 
and he will 72 from you, Jaws iv. 7, 8. And thus the effeflual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man avauleth much, chap. v. 16. 


a 


O ux dear ſoul, draw nigh to Gop in prayer, and he will draw 
nigh to thee; be inſtant in it, and the devil cannot ſtand againſt thee : 
ſor the incenſe of prayer chaſes all devils, as the ſmoke the bees; it 
works wonderful, great things, and will make poſſible what ſeemeth 
moſt impoifible. Gov having given thee many things by thy prayers 
already, this is a great encouragemento hope allo for that which thou 
lackeſt yet. Theretore only pray configently, and you ſhall receive 
evermore; for unbelief 1 1s the only reaſon that Go cannot work 


wonders for us. I W 1655 

My God, 1 bow before thy bet, Creatures with aligheid&arms ſhould fly 
When ſhall my foul get near thy ſeat? | Thepreſ-nceof à Gop io nigh; 
When ſhal} I fee thy glorious face, MFy darling fius ſhaulglofeitheir name, 
With mingled majeſty and grace ? Am#prow my hatred and my ſhame. 
How ſhould I love thee and adore, | My foul ſhall po out all cares, 
With hopes and joys unknown before! { In flowing word e tears; 
And bid this trifling world be gene, Thy ſmiles ſhould eaſe my V ſharpeſt pain, 

Nor teaze my heart, ſo near thy throne, | Nor ſhall I ſeek my Gos in vain, 


7 DEC. ( 341 ) 


IERE it none good, but one; that is, Gov, Marr. xix. 17. But, every 
imagination of the thoug/its of our hearts is only evil continually, GEN. vi. 5+ 


A ChRIsTIAN, feeling tb the vile corruption of his heart with grief, thinks 
himſelf to be the leaſt of all the ſaints; but a hypocrite, having little ſefiſe of, ſin, takes 
himſelf to be better than others. Therefore we cannot be faid to have truly repented, ex- 
cept we have an expetimental now ledge that there is no good in us, no, not ſo much as 
the l:aſt degree, Nay, when we are even come to this, and are converted, we muſt not 
preſumptuouſly imagine to have got over all the mountains; after many years we may ſee 
ſuch abominations, which we thought little of in the beginning. Conſequently, we have 
always reaſon to be afraid of our own hearts, and ſo depend entirely on free grace, like a 
poor penitent condemned malefactor; elſe the phariſęe will ſoon lift up his head again. But 
he that is really convinced he is ſuch a miſerable loſt ſinner, and has no good in him by na- 
ture, pleading guilty in all things, and ſeeking every thing freely in Cur18T; is actually 
partaker of all the merits of Cn IS, and can look upon himſelf as entirely juſtified in 
him. Now, O Lox, grant that I may patiently know and cleanſe myſelf more and more z 
and though I cannot effect it by my own power ; yet my comfart is, that thou art good 
alone, and art willing and able to work in me all that which is good. : 


Nature has all its glories loft, No fleſh ſhall in thy preſence boaſt, 
When _ betore thy throne; But in the Loa p alone, 


2 3 


8 Dec, «i COD 
FT 4 K E this child away, and nurſe it for mt, and I will giv thee 5 


wages, Ex0D. ii. 9. 


As Moss was ordered to be ſaved by the moſt cruel enemy's daughter; ſo Satan him- 
ſelf, eren when he meditates our deſtruction, muſt be a means of our life, See alſo MATT» 
xi. 48. Ibo is my mother, &c. Is ALA viii, 10. chap. ix, 6. OLoxd Jzsvs, thou 
being alſo a child born unto me, and 1 willing to receive thee as my IM NMANVETL, I ſhall 
certainly have good wages, nay, even thou wilt be my ſhield and exceeding great rewards 
and defend me powerfully againſt all my enemies. O my dear Saviour, fince thou art mine, 
all is mine, even thy Father, thy Spirit, and thy heavenly glory ; all accidents, all ene- 
mies muſt work for my good, and be inſtruments and miniſters of my ſalvation, O that 
I may never fear any thing, but thinking directly it is mine, may only make good uſe of 
every thivg. Thus even the very worſt would turn tomy greateſt blefling ; and without it 


perhaps I ſhould want as needful a thing, as a mill or a ſhip does when deſtitute of wind 
and water. | | 


My ſoul, ſarvey thy happineſs, | While the good Spirit ſhews us hoiv 
- 4 To uſe and to enjoy them too. 


If peace and plenty crown my days, 


They help me, Lox bp, to ſpeak thy praiſe; 
All things are new; the gift of Govz ] If bread of ſorrows be my food, 
And purchas'd with our Saviour's blood : 


If thou art found a child of 
How richly is the goſpel ſlor'd! 
What joy the promiſes afford ! 


Thoſe ſorrows work my real good, 


— 2 


9 Dc. ü 343 


GPEAKI NG unto yourſelves in pſalms and hynins; Ev. v. 19. Teatr 
and admoniſhing one another in pſalmis and hymns, Col. iii. 16. for, 
Cop commanded every one lus neighbour, Si K Ae xvii. 154 N 


Ir we are obliged to promote the temporal good of our neighbour, how much more the 
ſpiritual, by edfying diſcourſes, But how is it? the children of Gerz when fommebody 
vifits them, (ſays a certain divine) ate ſometimes troubled, and know not what diſcourſt 
to enter upon: at laſt they begin, if not entirely in vain, yet perhaps unproficable dif- 
eourſes; or at Jeaſt they ſuffer others to do it, and are ſilent at it, I will tell you, wha I 
have done in ſuch caſes: I firſt prayed to Cop, ſaying; 0 good Gop, here I receive. a 
"*, eft; and having nothing to ſet before and tfeat him with, I pray thee to hive Me the 
*« right bread for him; which the Loxp was pleaſed to hear in ſuch à gratihus fnantter; 
that I could ſoon enter into an edifying difcourſe. And thus we keep our conkietice 
clean, though. perhaps the lips are frozen up. Some fooliſh philoſophers, to the. great 
offence cf others, mock at divine things, and even at prayer, as if natural reaſon and will 
was not cofrupted, any highly wanted to be prayed for. Bot it is fulfilled with them, 
what St Pavr ſays, Rom. i. 22, What will become of theſe poor ſcoffers upon their 
dying bed, and at the day of judgment! O that they would take warning while It is 


ume. 
Now if ſome proper hour appear, Bot le: the ſcoffigg ſinners hear, 8 
Let none be over-aw'd z That we can ** to G. 
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Xvi. 7. If any man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jes vs 
Car1sT the righteous 3. for the whole world, 1 Jon it. 1, 2. Wherefore 


Hast thou been lack, unfaithful, and fallen away, O poor ſoul, 
thou art not to make light of it: but why wilt thou continue in thy 
fallen condlition any longer and complain ? get thee up, and afk pardon 
of Cnxisr; he is ready to forgive and receive thee again, like Peter, 
having received gifts for the rebellious.” Delay not to lay hold of 
thy ranſom, which is greater than all the fins of the world, conſider- 
ing that it is paid even for this very ſim, whoſe remiſſion is purchaſed 
by it already. Therefore be not diſcouraged, much leſs ſuffer the 
temptation of moving back.to the world to prevail upon you. The 
Loxzn even now reaches forth his hands to. thee anew by this very 
word; come liſt thyſelf up at it, and be careful for the time to come, 
to be ſo much more cautious, humble and gentle towards others; for 
a Chriſtian's feet will Nide, but only into humility. | 


Salvation! O the joyful ſound; Bury'd in ſqrrow and in fin, 
"Tis pleaſure to my ears; | At hell's dark door I lay; 
A ſov'reign balm for ev'ry wound, But I ariſe, by grace divine, 
A cordial for my fears, Ns To ſee a htav* nly day. 


E L his diſciplet, and Peter (who was deeply fallen) eſpecially, Ma 1 


lift upthe hands whach hang down, and ftrengthen the feeble knees, Hes. xi. 12, 


WWW 


REHOLD ze come unto thee,  JER..Ui, 22, (and) I will tome unto you, 

Joux xiv. 18. A lively. repreſentation of this happy meeting ſee 
LUKE XiX. 4, 6, 6. Zaccheus ran.. . . and Cur1sT ſaid unto him, 
Male haſte and come down, for to- day I muſt abide at thy houſe. | 


O my dear Saviour, ſince I come to thee, and thou to me, we ſhall certainly meet one 
amther. Who will oppoſe and obſtruct it? Devil and Gn? O no! this wall of ſeparation 
iszulled down, © Cnr 18 I fays, as Luther obſerves, Come unto me, I am not an angry 
20 judge, but a loving Mediator between Gop and thy frightened conſcience z keep to me» 
« 1nd fear not wrath, Why, therefore Iſit here, that, believing in me to * interceſ- 
« jon for thee with Gov, no wrath nor diſgrace can befal thee, Should wrath and 
© juniſhment come upen thee, it muſt firſt come upon me; which is quite impoſſiblez 
« (ace he is the dear Son of Go, in whom dwells all the fulneſs of grace, and the Fa- ad 
« tler looking upon him, his wrath muſt vaniſh away, and every thing in heaven and 
© eath be changed into ſmiles of love and grace, Epn. i, 6.—Dangers and conflicts be- 
ing ht, God haſtens with his aſſiſtance. At other times he tarries, and the work of 
our whole renovation goes on by little and little, that improving in the exerciſe of Rn. 
and fith, we may alſo bear with others, and learn not only to wo our diligetice, but 
alſo towait for him. 15 tante tet och © ce tv 


1 


In dine own waye, O Gop of love, Our ſouls? defire is to thy name, 
Ve yak the me of my graces And the remembrance of thy face. 


| 


- 40 
HER E ic none like unto the Gop of Feſhurun, who Tideth upon * K 
in thy help, and in has excellency on the Ay, DRUf. xxxiii. 26. 


I theſe laſt words of Moſes, we have the glory of Gop ſet forth 


tion of the wheels. He brings to-paſs his own counſels in this lower 
world, and manages and directs all, as a man doth the horſe he udes 
on. How ſafe then muſt all be that are reconciled to Gop by the death 
of his Son? Who can anticipate or obſtrutt the progres of Him that 
rides on the heavens, and has all things at command? Verily, xerily 
he it is that giveth ſtrength and power unto his people, 45 


in the communication of good to Gop's Iſrael. The whole univerſe t} 
God hath made for his own uſe, to be his chariot for him to ride in; T 
as is repreſented in Ezekiel's viſion. In this chatiot God's ſeat or f 
throne is heaven, where he fits and governs, This viſible univerſe, b 
ſubject to ſuch continual changes and revolutions, we may compare to - 
the wheels of the chariot. Gop's providence is repteſented by the no- ; 


The Lox o in bea v 'n has fix'd his throne; I If he afflicts his faints fo far, 


His eye ſurveys the world below; To prove their love and try their gace, 
To Him all mortal things are known, What may the bold tranſgreſſors tar? 
His eye-lidsſearcfi our ſpirits thro', =} His very ſoul abhors their ways. 


| 


1; Dec. | CIT Tr” | | 
R ETURN, ye backſliding children, and I will heal your backſlidings, Ix R. tits 
22, Sce alſo Luks xv, 20. Ven he was yet à great way off —— 


Hrax ye therefore the voice of thy loving Father and Shepherd, O 
thou backſliding child and loſt ſheep, crying earneſtly, Rrruax, Re- 
TURN. Do not run on in the broad way with the world any longer. 
Are you not tired yet of the huſks of the world? Do you feel no trou- 
bles in your foul ? ſhall not theſe drive thee to Gor ? Lo! thy Father 
and Shepherd ſeeks thee. He is gone forth to call and meet thee al- 
ready. He will receive thee willingly and joyfully. Come only pray- 
ing as the prodigal ſon, and he will freely forgive thee all, though thou 
hadſt ſinned ever ſo much. He is alſo able to heal and correct the moſt 
deſperate corruptions of thy heart; he can deliver thee from the very 
jaws of hell and the devil. Nay, if thou even waſt poſſeſſed with 
more, than ſeven devils, he can ſtill caſt them out. Begin only to call 
upon him earneſtly in prayer, and, poor and wretched-as thou art, come 
to him as the phyſician of thy ſoul; for the phyſician and the lick, the 
rich and the poor, ars the beſt ſuited to one another. He healeth aLL 
our diſeaſes, and can make poſſible, what ſeems moſt impoſſible to thee. 


| Come, all ze vileſt finners, come, N's goſpel and his heart have toom 
He'll form your ſouls ane w; For rebels, ſuch as you. ' 


* EC. ( 348 ) 


ATC ye therefore and pray always, Luxt xxi. 36. Let us s bay 
aſide every wager and the fm which doth fo eaſily beſet us, Ht. xii. 1. 


Tur hearts of men are not like unto clocks, who only want to be wound up once a 
day; O no! the dulneſs and diſtraction is too great, and dangerous. We muſt lift them 
many times a day, yea, watch continually to lay aſide every weight. Our going out and 
coming in, nay all things, even the very leaſt, we muſt do with prayer, always ftritly 
examining what is the will of the Lon p, elſe, if they are done after our own will, they 
do not tend to the glory of Gop, and cannot be attended with his bleſſing. But if we car- 


-neftly ftrive againſt our own will in prayer, willingly ſuffering every hour what the Lond. 


think proper to lay upon us, and will be ruled by bis hints and ſlight ſtrokes of his rod, 
many heavy afflictions, ſcourges and whips can be avoided; for the burdens which we 
'bring upon ourſelves by our own will and impatience, are r the heavieſt, A Chiiſtian 
bus daily his proper burden and affliction, like a clock its weights, by which the fleſh is 
kept under, ſo that the ſpirit can riſe up, Therefore when any thing comes croſs, he looks 
"pon jt, as bis weight for the day, to ſtir him up to the exerciſe of prayer and meditation 


in the word of Gov. O Lon p, grant that I may always bear thy eaſy yoke, and be never 
w cauſe o wy" own diſtreſs and dulnefs, 


Wait « on n the Lo#s; ye trembling dungs, He'll raiſe” your ſpirit "Oy it faints, 
And Nu your courage vp; | And far exceed your hope. 


Av 


b 
C 
| 
| 
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6 IV E an account of thy flewardſhip, Lux E xvi. 22. 


4 


O Loa p! how have I waſted my time, goods and faculties! O 
ardon me for thine infinite mercy's ſake ; blot out my debt by thy 
blood; and grant, that keeping henceforth daily and hourly a good ac- 
count, and acting more prudently, faithfully, and diligently, my.rec- 
koning may not be falle at laſt. But preſerve me allo from all needleſs 
cares; {ace the care where to get ſomething is not the ſteward's buſt- 
neſs, but only to huſband every thing faithfully. Therefore Luther 
olten prayed, © Teach me, O Lox o, and give me wiſdom and grace to 
„ govern my houſe, and manage all my affairs rightly. Be thou the 
« principal governor and father of my family; I will be nothing but 
« thy ſervant ; dirett me only in all things, that I may not ſuſſer ox do 
« any harm.“ He that does not expoſtulate with God, but juſſiſying 
him, accuſes himſelf to be guilty in all things, even in his belt per- 
formances, will be juſtified again by Him through the righteouſneſs. of 
his dear Son. And being thus adopted of Gov, he is ready. and wil- 
ling to be governed and directed by him in all things as a child. 


That awful day will ſurely come, Thou lovely chief of all my jovs, 
Th' appointed buur makes haſte, Thou fov'reign of my heart þ+ ++ + 
When 1 muſt ſtand before my Judge, tow could 1 bear to heat thy Vice, 
Aad pa's the ſolemn teſt, Prenounce the ſound, DETAd 1 ? 


- 


CEL 
* U 


350 
EXA N INE yourſelves, whether you be in * 2 Con. Kill, 5, 


\ Many would: be converted and bile believers, if they did not preſumptuoully pre- 


tend toit, thinking they were no heathens, but had faith already. For ſuch as have ac- 
;.. tually faith, often doubt whether bey have any or not; and thoſe that are without, 


imagine they bave enough. But faith is only wrought in the ſouls of thoſe, who are deeply 
humbled by athorough convittion of the greatneſs and heinouſneſs of their ſins ; confeſling 
themfelves not only with their lips, but with a true. ſenſe of their hearts, to be the chief of 
Gnnere; and lookmg' vpon themſelves as the moſt unworthy of all creatures. Without 
this repentance. we do not enter through the right, gate, and our faith is a falſe imagina- 
tian. For faith is the greateſt and moſt difficult thing, even to a child of Gop; it re- 
cei ves Cx&18T into the heart, arid overcomes the devil, world, and all fins ; which is not 
eafily done. Therefore, if the generality of people had true faith, nothing was cafjer than 
that : ſor, whet ean be eaſier than to conceive thoughts and imaginations of any thing? 
thearthere- weuld be vo need to pray for faith, to ſtrive, and examine ourſelves; conſe- 

uently. theſe. words were ſuperfluous in the Bible. For fuch a faith has every one, even 
= moſt ecked. But they deceive themſelves; for faith is ſaid to be the victory over the 
world. And if the firſt Chriſtians had need to examine themſelves, how much more have 


we? Therefore, the beſt and ſafeſt way is, to pray earneſtly nun faith which has 
botdnefs, and er even bs Auen 


0 a eg paver diſplay 3 . me in thine peine way, 
e ne 


* Nor let my humble faith be vain. 


1 


— 
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[0 R thy name's fake lead me and guide me. Pull me out of the net, &e, 

PSAL. Xxxi. g—5. When the ark fet formard, Moſes faid, Niſe up, 
Lok p, and let thine enemies be ſcattered ; and let them that hate thee, flee before 
thte, Nuws. x. 35. 


Eve one having his own particular gift, has alſo his own parti- 
cular enemies, Who lay various nets and hinderances in his way. But 
as every body muſt clear the way for a king when he travels: much 
more ſo our enemies, when the King of kings guides us and goes before 
us, Grant only, O Loxp, that all my goings and reſtings may be done at 
thy will, Nuas. iv. 17—23:. Be gloriouſly pleaſed to go always before 
me, and to make room, that mine enemies may be {cattered and fall 
into their own nets. For thou, who dwelleſt in heaven, laugheſt at all, 
even mine inward ſpiritual enemies; and art, willing and able to cen- 
found the greateſt craft and power even of the moſt inveterate and dan- 
gerous. And © fincethouenlighteneſt my darkneſs, and art a buekſer 
to all thoſe that truſt in thee ; and not only teacheſt my hands to war, 
tut even fighteſt for me as the Gop of my covenant,” (Psaz. xvil, 
28—96.;) 1 Gall furely come off more than conqueror. C 
Great Can, proſerxe my conſcience clean; | My faith would ſeize ſame promiſe, Lon v; 
Waſh me from. guilt, ſubdoe my fin ; There's pod and ſafety in thy : 
'Thy love ſhall guard me from ſurpriſe, Not all that earth and hell can fay, 
Tho threat'ning dangers round me riſe, Shall tempt or drive my ſoul away, 


K. 


352) | a 
2 TCH, (and be ready every hour) for ye loro not al Toth 


our Lond doth come, MATT. xxiv. 42. 


— 


A CunrsTIAN hath two watchful eyes; with one he looks always 


2, 
| L 
upon himſelf as a ſinner, with the other he looks upon Curr, as b 
being without fn in him. Theſe chings muſt be watched evermore, pr 
for as ſoon as we turn our eyes off, and look upon others, or our own k 
v 
gifts, either pride or deſpair will follow ; both which are very anger : 
ous in the laſt hour, 1 
* Death! tis a ho toy. | . Awake and mourn, ye heirs of hell, 
To thoſe that have no Gov, . | Let ſtubborn Gnners fear; , 
When the poor foul is forc'd away * * ou muſt be driv'n from earth, and dwell 
3 ſeek her laſt abode. | | A long rox KVR there, A 
In vain to heav'n the lifts her eyes; | See how the pit gapes wide for you, * 
But guilt, a heavy chain, And flaſhes in your face; 
Still drags her downward from the: ſkies, And chou, my ſoul, look downwards too, 
TORI, fire and Fan. I And fing. recoy ting race. 


* 
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= 
- 
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HAT will chou, queen EN her i ene 1: Mall 
even given thee to the half of the kingdom, ESTHER v. g. + 


DosT thov want nothing, O poor faul! Haſt thou nothing to aſk? O yes! you fayg 
a great deal, Well then, draw near to thy gracious King and Bridegroom without fear, 
Lo! he holds out his golden ſcepter to thee, ſaying, Aſk, only aſk, not only the balf, 
but my whole kingdam thal! be granted; nay, I will give myſelf unto thee, O dear foul, 
pray, and tell him every thing that is wanting, be it ever ſo great gr ever fo ſmall. His 
loying-kindneſs will beer even the leaft petition 3 nay, be will pretend to be ignorant of 
what thou doſt not tell him, But whatever is poured out before him, is actually ad- 
dretted and lodged in its proper place, and does not lie upon thy heart any langer, but upon 


his heart, which cannot reſt tell you are relieved, And fince you have experienced ie 


aſſiſtance ſo often, in greater and leſſer things; you may depend upon his being as willing 
and abte now to help thee cut of all troubles, We often imagined we were willing, and 
drawing near him, but he was unwilling, and refnſed our requeſt ; but it is not lo, be 
rather draws vs, and deſires our nini u we do; for it is be that N this 
willing mind. 


Go then, my foul, addreſs the Son, 
To lead thee near the Father's face; 
Gare on his glories yet unknown, 
And tafte the bletlings of his grace, 
Aa 


Are thoſe the happy perſons here, 
Who dw ell the neareft to their God? 
- Has Cos invited ſinners neat ? 
And jesus bought thisgrace with blood? 


A 354 * 
2 AT wilt thou that I. all do unto thee? LUXE xvlii. 18. 


O Lon, doſt thou aſk me alſo this queſtion? O yes! Well then, 1 
anſwer; That I may ſee how gracious thou art; that knowing thy love 
in thy light, I may love thee again. This is the ſum and ſubſtance of 
all my prayer; becauſe thou requireſt it ſo ſeriouſly of me, 1 Cor. xvi, 
22. But thou doſt not require it as of myſelf, well knowing that I can 
do nothing: but ſignifieſt only what I am to aſk of thee, and what thou 
art willing to-give and to work. For, thou doſt not require any. thing, 

but what thou workeſt thyſelf; and workeſt every thing, what thou re- 
quirc{t, Therefore, faith and love being required by thee; I require 
the ſame from thee again. Grant, O grant them to me, that I may re- 
turn them to thee again. And fince nothing is pleaſing to thee, but 
'what is thy own giſt; [ truſt that thou wilt certainly hear and fulkl this 
my requeſt. However, as my ſal vation is not grounded on my own, but 
on thine and thy father's love and -counſel, to ſave me by free grace 
through thy merits; I go on covered all over with grace and pardon, 
This is treaſure enough, by which my heart can be well ſatisfied. 

He that can ſake the worlds he made, Our ſorrows and out tears we pour 
Or with his werd. or with his rod. Into the boſom'of our Goos; 
His good eſe how amazing great ! _ He heats us in the movrnful hour, 

And what a.coudefcending Gop ! And helps us bear the heavy load, 


21 JEC. 


1X returning and veſt fhall ye be foved, in 1 qrietreſs and confidence Nall be 

1 erke Isa. XXX. 153. In your patience poſſeſs ye your fouls, LUEE 
xxl. 

Canisrians muſt fuer patiently. This is their armour, God fight- 
ing for and alliſting them. But when we are unwilling to ſuſter, going 
about to make complaints every where, and to feck human comfort, or 
to rid ourſelves, we negle& and loſe the comfort and aid of the Loa B; - 
we are ſtirring up the waſp-neſt of our unruly thoughts, and bring more 
trouble upon ourſelves and others; nay, we are fighting againſt GoD, 
who thereby intends to cure our impatience, ame and anger. For the 
more We are peeviſh and wild, the more deſperate is our diſeaſe; and 
conſequently we have {o much more nec of fuch ſharp but wholclom 
trials of afflictions, to mortify theſe wilt} paſtions of the fleſh.  There- 
fore we muſt not preſume to murmur or complain, which will only 
make bad work : Fo or he that vil avoid one trouble, perhaps runs into 
ten others. Sometimes it is poſhtble and eaſy 0 rid ourſelves, but the 
help is not ſo glorious and bleſſed, as if we hed waited for the Belp of 
the Lox o 


Spre I muſt bear, if I would reign ; MRI becarry'd ts the Re 111 
Increeſe my courage Lox D!- On fon beds of er 3. T1 
13 dear the toil, endure dhe pain, | White ojbers ſuſt es G fox Were 
Supported by thy. WG“. Fam . 


. MILLY? 


HOS0 loveth infiruflion, loves knowledge ; but he that (ſei. eonceitediy 
hates reproof, is brutifſh, Prov. xii, i. was he even a greatphiloſopher, 


© Tuxnzrore we ſhould take and make the beſt of the reproofs of 
others, though they were not without blemiſhes; and not be like thorns 
and briars, pricking and hurting thoſe that touch them. Nothing can 
be ſaid fo bad of us, which we have not the root of in our heart. And 
though we are convinced of and ſtrive againſt our own weakneſs, yet 
it may not be {o earneſtly that we conquer. Therefore Gop comes to 
our aſſiſtance in a ſharp reproof of others; for he knows how to uſe 
even the faults of others to our good. And if we receive every thing as 
from him alone, ſtriving. ſo much againft this our frailty, that we may 
not be offenſive to our neighbour any more, we certainly gain a great 
victory and bleſſing. But if we grow impatient, and make many ex. 
cuſes, being unwilling to - up any thing, we make evil worſe and 
neglect che amendment of ourſelves and others. O Logp, make us 
better, and give us patience. un va 1 


How ſhould the ſons of Adam's race To vindicate my words and though 
Be pure before their G | I'll make no more pretencez 
If he contend in righteouſneſs, Not one of all my thovfand faults 


We fall beneath his cu. . Can beara juſt defence, © © 
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23 DEC. (6 357) =" 
gf HEN TI am weak, then am I ftreng, 2 Con. xit. 10. The Loꝝ p is ny 
ſtrength, Ex@p. xv. 2. In the fear of the Lox is ftrong confidence, 


PRO. XIV. 26. 


Tus more we are ſenſible of our weakneſs, and deſpair of our own ſtrength, the more 
boldneſs we can have in our confidence. to Gop. Fer and diſtruſt generally take their 
riſe from ſelf confidence. ** A Ch iſtian, as Luther abſerves, has always a true fear © 
©'GoD in his heart; thinking in all things, O Lox», that I may not diſpleaſe thee ! for 
„the tight Fpirtt is very faint hearted towards Gop; but againſt tytants and devils the 
„% holy GrosT inſpires him with courage, that be fays, though I am a poor wean 
«« worm, yet I am firong.z the'Lozv being my ftrength, who can be fo ſtrong as to op- 
« pole him? They do not fight. againſt me. but againſt thee, O Gop. I am thy weak - 
++ neſs, thou art my ſtrepg:h... The devil takes us to be weak, but in time of diftrefs the 
„Loks fays, IAM next, Then it is as with che worm on the hook, which the fiſh 
« is gory to Wallow vp, ad thereby is catched. Thus Gop. ſbffers vs to be weak und 
« faint, but he being hidden ib us, with his Rrength preſerves us, when the enemies rife 
to de vobr vs, not knowing that their endeavour is to devour Gop, which they will 
% never execute, by any means.“ | 76] 


His power the whole.creation rules, - | In vain the buſy ſons of bell 
And on the ſtarty ſkies Em ir Still new deflructions try. 
Sits ſmiling at the weak deſigus | Th.ir fouts that pine with enviods rage, 


Which env;ous Foes deviſe. And vex awiy, and die. 
: | 423 


aur 
26 Nec. . K 358 ) | 


E that believes ſhall not make haſte, Ial. cit. 16, Liſt thy rad, 
. xiv. 16. & New trials, new bleſſings!“ je , 3 


L — Feems — 1 nay, to deſtroy our faith moſt, muſt further and i qotcken 
oct. Faith is the mott pleaſant and important thing in the eyes of Gon, Jes, v, 3; 
For be i excerding willing to belp ue, but cannot do it till he has firſt given us fanh ; 
fince. it is always (aid, „Thy faith has ſaved thee.” "Therefore if you will have his ai. 
Gftance, believe only 3 for humble faith has the Loa» as it would have him, and receives 
all cbines, Marr. .. 28. Luther ſays, - « Faith is a great.miraculous taing, giving 
<{ych courage to 4 poor weak man, that he can fay, If all the devils fall upon me, and 
* anche emperors and kings, nay, heaven and earthoppoſe me, yet] am ſure | that I fall 
45 be tated, But without faith, Cop can do no wonders and miracles for us. But ſuch as be- 
Ae be ed ; fhould even Heaven and earth paſs away ; for he hat promiſed and 
<< aid; He that beheves, hall be ſaved “* which word Rands firmer than heaven 2nd 
< earth, hace thereby he has created all things; conſequently be will, and it is fit we 
% ſhould, depend and truſt upon that, though heaven and earth and all che ſtars and ele- 
4 ments were 3gainft us. Taking therefore, the word in our bands, and fighting ceſo- 
* lately with it 20vinft our enemies, anlehnen 
* Malt ang oppobitions,””. : p | | 


| His bv" reign pow'r what mortal knows ? | With . | 
If he commands, who dares oppoſe? And treads the rebels to the ground. 


* 


25 Dre. P ä 
AN D thou fhalt call his name Ixsus, for he hall ſave tus people from their 


„Marr. i. 21. 7 


* 


| ii 3% : 

S1n is the deadlieſt foe we have; it caſt our firſt parents out of paradiſe ; it defaced 
the image of Gop in man; it brought pain, ſickneſs and death into the world, a ſpiritual 
death into the ſoul z it cauſes à diftance from Gob, and a diflike to his holy ways z it 
gave Satan an intereſt in, arid a power over mankind, it once drowned tbe wortd, and 
will deftroy it at laſt 3 it expoſes body and ſoul to the juſt judgment of an haly Ge p, and 
will fink every unpardoned offenger into everlaſting perdition. - Ho is this deadly foe to be 
conquered.? How is this fretting leproſy of the ſoul to be cleanſed ? Reader, be careful 
in this matter, and ſeek after a remedy that will be laſting aud efficacious] Dutics, prayets; 
tears, ſacrifices, morality, and partial reformations, avail-zothing in this caſe; all below 
Cnntsr Jesus, will prove phyſicians of no value. Jusus is the- only Saviour; G0 
the Father ſent him into the world to fave ſinnert 3 his name implies the ſame 3 he is 
called. Jess, for he ſhall ſave his people from their ſns;; ns blood is the only pro- 
piriation for ſin ; this ſprinkled vpon the heart by the Spirit, and apprehended by faith, 
removes the guilt and curſe of fin; ſpeaks pardon and peace: His grace” breaks the power, 
and turns our love to it, Into an utter Hatred of it; thus is holineſs ſecures in the heart 
and walk, as well as peace in the conſcience. He wil ſave from the very, being of, fin, 
after the conflict between fleſh and ſpirit is over; his people ae all that py in bim, 
and depend upon him for pardon, peace, and everlaſting ſalvation. In that happy number, 
Reader, may thou and I be found; may we he enabled to look to him, to fecelde him 
as our Lon b Jesvs, able and willing to ſave to the very uttermoſt. Abd may we Malk 
as the redeemed of the Lox», in righteouſneſs and true holineſs dt; the G f our, he. 
AMEN, 


TY On 


25 IL C, * | 0 Y ES « gp 
On long do ye halt between tro opintons ? If the Lon Go, follow 
hum, 1 h . 5 "= : 


INGS XV11L. 21. 


Many pretend to be friends to the children of Gop, and to the 
children of this world, at once, and take it to be great wiſdom : but ſuch 
the Lozv baffles in their wiſdom, and, very often puts them to open 
Fhame' before the world. O] poor foul, how lang will you delay, how 
tong-will you tarry to ſurrender yourſelf entirely up to Gop, without 
exception ? if you would be ſaved, you muſt be made fpiritual and 
heavenly-minded. But the longer you -negle& this, and bargain with 
Gov, the harder the work of converſion will go ; and how ſoon may 
death overtake you? What can the world profit you then? But 
with Cunts r you would be a thouſand times more happy in life and 
in death. Haſten therefore, and bargain no longer with Gop ; -he will 
have your whole heart, ſaying, © Give me thy heart, thy whole heart,” 
or nothing at all. And he that does not give up his all to him, can 
never come to his reſt. - | „ re Aarne 2:53 9: | 


No longer will J aſk the love Irs us, my Gop 11 know his name, 
Of worldly friendſhip mote; His nome is alt my wroſty + 
The happineſs that Fapprove © Nor will he put my foul to ſhame; * 


Is not within its pow]. Nor let my hope be loſt. 
2 anne 4 a { * 25 e 


27 Dr c. (* 3610 nnn 


0 LORD, how long fhall I cry, and thou wilt not hear ? HAB, i., 4. Divine 
aniwer ; J we know that he hear us, whatſcever we 4ſt, we know that we 
have the pelitions that we defeved of him, 1 Jour v. 15. 


DovsrtLEss, Zacharias (Luxe 1.) had left off | cp. for a child, and 


could then have no ſuch hope. But behold! Gop, who had not far- 
gotten his prayer, now brings it to his rememhrance, and tells him 
what he might thank for the gift of a ſon. Deſiring ſoul, take courage, 
come boldly to the throne of grace, believe in thy Gop, believe more 
in thy prayers, - Thou doſt not importune him for temporal things, 
and mayeſt aſſure thyſelf, on the warrant and authority of his word, 
that not one true prayer for ſpiritual bleſſings was ever loſt, from the 
beginning of the world to this day. Thy requeſt may be delayed, 
or ſeemingly denied; but it is to keep thee in faith and patient Waiting, 
and to convince thee more and more of thy weakneſs, and abſolute de- 
pendence upon Gop ; and ſurely he neither fails of his word, nor de- 


nies thee the earneſt wiſh of thy heart, if he keeps all for the beſt time, 


and makes good all his promiſes in eternity. 
With expeQation warm and firong I He that was Ib el Gap of Hh. 


My ſpirit weits upon the Los p, As Iſr'el's Gon will ſtill be known, 
And in my hours of dark diſt;eſs To fave him from his fins and woes, . 
Hope cafls its anchor on his word, And guide, and guard him as his own. 
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28 Ec. | 1 | "20 os 
' 1,4 BOUR not for the meat that periſhes, but for that meat which endureth 

unto everlaſimg life, Joux vi. 27. I muſt work the works of him that 
fent me, while it is day, Chap. ix. 4. For, the time ts ſhort, 1 Cor. vii. 29: 


Tuxer is much labouring, writing and doing, but it is only to get 
the name of a great learned man; which does not bring any fruit and 
reward ſor eternity. O Loxp, how ſoon is my life at a period? how 
little, or nothing good have I worked ? O how much have I waſted 
af my time and ſtrength already, only in vain thoughts; and what ſhall 
- I fay of all my unprofitable, nay, ſinful Words and works? O Loa p, I 
cannot anſwer thee one of a thouſand. I am aſhamed and humbled 
in thy ſight. Pardon, pardon me, O Loa p; and grant that hence- 
forth I may redeem my time and ſtrength: better, and beſtow every 
part of them upon the moſt important and uſeful things, eſpecially upon 
prayers for myſelf and others. Nay, let me ſpend all my hours, as it 
were, with prayers, and thus ſend them before me into eternity, that 
1 may reap a blefſed fruit of every hour in the world to come. O 
therefore, ſet eternity in all things before my eyes as my only mark. 


Our days, alas ! our mortal days, Let heav'nly love prepare my ſoul, 
Are ſhort and wretched too; And call her to the ſkies, 
. Evil and few; the patriarth ſays, ' Where years of long ſalvation roll, 
And well the patriarch knew, - And glory never dies, 7 


20 Dec. 6 463 ) Wm 
HY lig many are one body in Curisr, and every one members one of 
another, Rox. xi. g.. | | | | 


O rus bleſſed communion of ſaints! one member has the benefit of 
all the other members-gifts, . and miniſtrations. One prays ſor 
all; and all pray for one. What one has, the other enjoys alſo: It may 
be truly ſaid of them, au is Yours. There is no envy; no haughti- 
neſs, no ſtrife, or harm; for why ſhould I envy that which is my own? 
why ſhould I deſpiſe that, which ſerves for my neceſſary afliftance? and 
why ſhould I ſtrive againſt, and hurt him, whoſe hurt is my own? Is « 
there any ſtrife or colliſion between the members of our natural body? | 
By no means; they all ſerve, help and aſſiſt one another; and if one be 
injured and ſuffers, all the reſt, as it were, run to its relief, and are 
neither tired or angry, if the healing does not follow immediately. O 
Lond. unite us all into ſuch a communion and general ſympathy, and 
ſtop all open and ſubtil divihons amongſt. our members, who pretend 
to ſomething extraordinary, and to be wiſe above the reſt. Reſtrain that 
mean ſe&arian and felf-conceited fpirit of the world, granting true | 
humility to all; then we ſhall live in a ſolid union and uninterrupted Wi 
harmony. 8 8 cc 

O glorious portion-of the ſaints 1 - + Ad tune our hearts and tongues to fig, 
Let love ſuppreſo out fore complaints, All glory to cur for'zeiga/ King.“ 


"JO DEC. | (4304 ) 
BEHOLD how he loved him! Joux xi. 95. 


II was to be aſked, who were ſome of the greateſt perſons we read 
of ? I ſhould anfwer at once, Lazarus and his ſiſters; and that, becauſe 
Ixsus loved them.” But the believer does not ſtop here; he can go 
an and ſay, with many thanſgivings to Gop, whatever it was particu- 
larly in Lazarus which attrafted the love of Tesvs to him, I know that, 
vile and, unworthy as J am, he alfo © loved me, and. gave himſelf for 
me, GAL. ii. 20. Take one ſtep more, be a faithful man, and fay with 
the heart,” Behold! how thou oughteſt to love Hin; ſeeing he is thy 
Friend, Saviour, and Gov, to love thee for ever ati ever. 
Laßane pity touch'd the heatt © © 2 [. Thine bongur ſha'l.for ever be 
be bus'nefs of our days; 1555. 
Deſcending from the heawnly court, f For ever ſhall our thankfol tongues, 
Ale left. his Father's throne. I © Speak thy deſerved praiſe, 
+ His living power, and dying love, . O finners, come and taſte hh love; 
» Redeein'd unhappy men, ] Come learn his pleaſaariways 5 
And raif'd the ruins of our race And Jet. your own experience prove - 
Vos life and Cod again. | The ſweetneſs of his grace, 
To thee, dest Lon d, our fleſh and ſoul O love the Lowy, ye faints of his; 
We je yſolly teſign; NET, His eye regards the juſt; 
Ile ſs'd J=»u 8. take us for thy n, How rithly bleſt their portion is, 


+: Of the eternat Sort 1 2 


zy Dec. 6 355 ) 1 
4 LELUTA, Rive. xix. 1. . 
Tao didft begin the year, O my soul, with an Hos ANNA, imploring the Lonny's 
bleſſing, canſt thou now conclude it with an ALLELUtA? Surely thou canſt celebrate 
the praiſe'of a gratious and losing Gon ? Take a review of the year paſt; haſt thou not 
had many. mereies 2 Have not the eyes of the Logy been upon thee for good from the 
beginning of the year to the ending thereof? Hath he not conducted thee through many 
ſeen and many more unſeen dangers? Canſt thou not with truth as well as gratitude ſet vp: 
thine Ebenezer, ſaving, ** Hitherto the Lon hath belped me? 1 Sam. vii. 12. IF 
thou haſt not been fo fvitful in good works as might have been expected, is thy Load to 
blame, or thyſelf ?- Whatever good has been dane in thee or by thee, ſurely belongs to the 
f,vyur of Gor ; and Whatever has cauſed ſhame or humiliation, is no where chargeable” 
byt upon thyſelf. © Praiſe the Lox d then, O my foul ; and all that is within me, praife; 
& Þis holy name ; praiſe the Lox d, O my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits; who for- 
„ giveth all thy fins, and healeth all thine infirmities; who faveth thy life from deſtrur- 
„tion, and vear after year crowneth thee with mercy and loving. kindneſs; and will ax 
lf crown thee Vith everlaſting glory. Thou wilt ſoon, O my ſoul, enter upon another 
year ; let dear-bought experience teach thee to avoid all occaſions of evil, and keep these 
cloſe to thy Gop, If thou liveſt to ſee another day, ſet out afreſh, and remember.to offer 
thy daily ſacrifice of obedience as well as of praiſe to thy gracious Gov. Let every re- 
volbing day and year remind thee of a diſſolution of thy clay-tenement, and that happy 
period when thou ſhalt fing uninterrupted Alleluias before the throne of Gop and the 
Le for ever and erer. | 5 


This Gad is the Gon we adore, - is JIr sus, the Firſt and the Laft ED | 
Our faithfol, unchangeobie friend; Whoſe Spirit ſhall guide us ſaſe homes 
Wh e love is as great as his power, - | |} We'lipraiſe Him for all that is paſt, 


And neither knows taeslure not end. And truſt Him for all that's to come, 


NLESSED i he whofe tranſgreſton is forgiven, whoje fin is covered, 
—_—_ 2: . WV ASTARLS.IS 


„Wr bave all need of learning and praying the fifth petttiort of the 
.  Lonv's prayer better and betten; for we {till feet fin, nay, when it'is 
beſt. with us, we have the moſt tender feeling of fin ; but when We 
draw back, we become blind to ourſelves. To do fin is wrong; but to 
feel fin; and rum to the phyfician with it, is good. Luther fays, . To 
pe ſcnhible; of ſin is a good fign; therefore we are not to defpair, but 
& to thank Gov heartily for it. For as long as a Chriſtian lives in the 
& fleſb;. fin remains in him; but ſince he is protected under the thadow 
of the wings of Cnkisr, as a chicken under the wings of a hen, and 
is covered with that large extenſive Heaven, whoſe name is forgive- 
neſs of fin, the Los v Hes not lay the remaining ſins to his charge. 
Now, © Loxn, grant that 1 may look beyond all that is good or bad, 
upon thee alone, how. thou covcreft all my fin ; and let me not only 
always live and reſt in the remiſſion of fin as my element, but alſo die 


in it at laſt,” 10 2137 


__ Joflice upon a dreadſul throne Now to my foyl, immental King, 


Additional} page for the Leap-Year, on the 29th of Ft B. 


” KMaintams the rigu's of Gr, desk ſomne forgiving word; 


O While WTcy ſends ber pordons down, "3 Then teil be double jor ts fig 
; Bought with a Sav.our's blood. The Seine of my Leen. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


11 OL V, holy, Lonp Gop Almighty, who art, and 


of kings and Lord of lords, who only haſt immortality; 


whom no man hath'ſeen, or can ſce. Thou art a Gop at 
hand, and a Gop afar off; none can hide himſelf in ſecret 


and earth; thine eyes are in every, place beholding the 
evil and the good: thou ſearcheſt the heart, and trieſt 
the reins, even the thoughts and intents of the heat are 
naked and open before thee. 


* 1 
A Prayer for Cbriſian Gracet. 1 


waſt, and art to come; who is a Go like into thee, 
glorious in holinets, fearful in praiſes, doing, won- - 
ders? Thou art the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King 


dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto, 
places where thou canſt not ſee him, for thou filleſt heaven 
I know; O Los d, that thou canſt do every. thing; power 


belongs to thee, and with thee nothing is impoſhble; what 
| thou 


( 368 ) 
thou haſt promiſed thou art able alſo to perform. Thou 
art good and doſt good; good to all, and thy tender mercy 
is over all thy works ; O that thou wouldft cauſe thy good- 
nels to paſs before me: that I may tafte and ſee chit the 
Loap is good, and have his loving-kindnels always before 
mine eyes. 

O my Gov, I am aſhamed and bluſh to lift up my face 
before thee, my Gop; for my iniquities are ineteaſed over 
my head, and my treſpaſs i is grown Up unto the heavens : 
-.. behold, 1 am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? I will lay 
my hand upon my mouth, and put my mouth in rhe duſt, 
if ſo be there may be hope, crying out, Unclean, unclean. 
&* If I juſtify myſelf, my own mouth ſhall condemn me; If 
"86 Ila lam perfect; that alſo ſhall prove me perverſe; forif 
&« thou contend with me, I am not able to anſwer thee one 
* jn a thouſand ;' behold I was ſhapen in wickedneſs, and 


| 1 in ſin did my mother conceive me; for who can bring 
2 . « 2 


"30g 


«2 clean thing out of an unclean ?” My underſtanding 
being alienated from the life of God, 5 5 5 the igno- 
rance e that i is in me, becauſe of the blindneſs of my heart. 
[ have within me a carnal mind, which is enmity againſt 
Gor ; my neck has been as an iron ſinew, and I have made 
my heart as an adamant ; I have refuſed to hearken, have 
pulled away the ſhoulder, and have ſtopped my'ears, like 
the deaf adder ; O how have I hated inſtruction, and my 
heart deſpiſed reproof ? [ have forgotten Gop, and lived 
as without God in the world. My heart hath walked after 
vanity and become vain ; | I have ſet my affections on 
things beneath, have followed after lying vanities, and \ 
bort en my own mercies. I have forſaken the Rein. 
waters, for cifterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no 
water: there is in me a bent to backſlide from the livin 
Gop ; my heart is deceitful above all things, and det-- 
Bb n vn” euch 


770 
rately wicked, it - ſtarty aſide like a ken bow. 
« The whole bad i is ſick, the whole heart faint; from 
« the ſole of the feet, even to the head, there is no ſound- 


& nels in me, but wounds, and bruiſes, and purifying 


“ ſores.“ 

Lorp, I come to thee as the poor publican, and | 
pray his prayer, „Go be merciful unto. me a ſinner;“ 
the Gop of infinite mercy be merciful to me. O waſh 
me thoroughly from my wickedneſs, and cleanſe me from 
my fin; for I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, and my fin 
is ever before me. O purge me with hyſſop, and 1 ſhall 
be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than now; 
hide thy face from my ſins, and blot out all mine, ini- 
guities. Let me be juſtified freely by thy race, through 
the redemption of Jesvs : Take away all. iniquity, and 


receive me graciouſly; heal my backſlidings, and love 
me 


. , aw tm #-a* 2aANKG 
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me freely; and let thy anger be turned away from me, 
for id thee the fatherleſs findet mercy. I will ſay unto 
Gon, do not condemn me, but deliver me from going 
down into the pit, for thou haſt found a ranſom. 1 have 
ſinned, Father, againſt heaven and before thee, and am 
no more worthy. to be called thy ſon; but I have an ad- 
vocate with Thee, IE Sus CHRIST the righteous, and he 
is the propitiation for my fin. Logp remember the true | 
David; and all his troubles; remember all his offerings, 
and. accept his burnt. facrifice 5 and turn not away the 
face of thine anointed, who by his own blood is entered 
into heaven itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of Gop 
for men. Remember the covenant in his blood, and be 
merciful to mine unrighteoufneſs, and my ſins and m , 
iniquities remember no more. 


2 * 4 
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Let me be juſtiſied by faith, and have peace with Gon 
through Jesus Cn81sT, and through him let me have ac- 
Ale. toghat grace wherein believers ſtand, and rejoice! in 

pe of the glor ef Gοο O make me hear of Joy and 
dale, that the-bones. which ſin has broken may re- 
Joices Let the blqod: of, CHRIST ſpeak better things than 
That. of Abels let it peak pardon and peace to my foul; 
Jet;1t purge my conference from: dead. works to ſervt the 
yipg Gop. Let thy Spirit witneſs with my ſpirit that 1 
n child of Gop, aud a joint-heir with Car IST; ſay to 
my lol, that. thay art my ſalvation. ä 

_ give me a wite and. underſtanding heart; that 
lich I, know not, teach thou me; let the Spirit of truth 
guide me into all truth, and make me to underſtand where- 
In! have erred, Make thy way plain before my face, be- 
2£apſe « of mine obſervers; . and by the teaching of thy 


Word | 
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Word and Spirit make me wiſe unto falvdtion.*”:Unto: 
me, Lok p, Jet it be given to believe, for the / faith by 
which I am faved-is| not of myſeit it is the:gift of Gop : 
Lord increaſe my faich, and perfect what is lacking in 
it, that I may be ſtrong in faith, giving glory to Gp 
Let every word: of thine profit me, being mixed with 
faith; and enable me to look above the things thatiare 
ſeen; which are temporal, to the things that are unſeen} 
which are eternal; let my heart be purified by faith; and 
enable me by faith to overcome the world, to reſiſt che 
adverſary, and to live continually opon Jesvs, drawing ml 
out of his fulneſs grace for gracſd ea 1 17 OVER 
Unite my heart to fear thy name; that I may keep 
thy commandments: O put thy fear into my heart, that 
L may ve ver depart from thee; let me be in the fear of 
the Lord all the day long. Deliver me from all ſlaviſn 
840. 8 b 3 fear i 
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fear that hath torment, and give me: a: filial fear, chat 
I may never wilfully offend againſt thee more. 

Give me grace, I beſeech thee, to love thec, the Lovin 
my Gop, with all my heart, and ſoul, and mind; and 
ſtrength, to delight myſelf always: ini! hee; and therein 
mall i hive the deſire of my heart. O circumciſe my 
heart to love thee that l may live; O may the love of 
Gen: be ſned abroad in my heart by the holy Ghoſt. 
Othat Jesus may be very precious to me, as he is to all 
that believe; that he may be in my account the chiefeſt 
of: ten thouſanf,: and altogether lovely; and though I 
| have not ſeen him, yet may Þlove him, and by believing 
in him may rejoice- with joy : unſpeakable, and full of 
glory. Let the love of CHRIsH to me conſtrain me to 
ye, not to; myſelf, but to him Ty died og me, and 
roſe again. D1I n 31 684 
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Lob, put upon me that charity which is the bond of 
perfectneſs, that I may keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace, and may live in love and peace; that the 
Gob of love and peace may be with me. Give me to 
love my neighbour as myſelf, with that love which is 
the fulfilling of the law; to love him with a pure heart 
fervently. Give me, O Logo, the love of the brethren ; 
and enable me to be kindly affectioned towards them in 
brotherly love, that I may know I am, paſſed from death 
unto. life, and all may know that I am thy diſciple. 
Lob, make me able to love mine enemies; to bleſs them 
that curſe me, and to pray for them that deſpitefully ule 
me ; forbearing them and forgiving them, as, I truſt. 
thou for CE ISZ's ſake halt forgiven me. N 

Log p, give me grace to deny myſelf, to take up my 1 
croſs daily, and to follow CarisT ; to keep under the 

B b4 body, 
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body, and to bring i it into ſubjection; let me learn of 
CHRIS to be meek and lowly in heart, that I may find 
reſt to my ſoul; hide pride from me, and clothe me 
with humility; and put upon me the ornament of a meck 
and quiet ſpirit, which in thy fight is of great price: let 
anger never reſt in my boſom, nor the. ſun. go down 
upon my wrath, but enable me to ſhew all meekneſs 
towards all men: let me have bowels of mercies,. kind- 
peſs, humblencſs of mind, meekneſs and long- ſuffering; 
that being merciful, as my Father which is in heaven 
1s mereiful, I may be perfect as he is perfect. 

LOA teach me in every ſtate to be content; let my 
converſation. be without covetouſneſs; may 1 always be 
content with ſuch things as I have; ſtill ſaying, the 
will of the Loxp be done. Loxp, give me grace to 
err as though I wept not, and to rejoice as though I 
rejoiced 
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fejoiced not, and to buy as though I poſſeſſed not, and 
to uſe this world as not abuſing it; becaule the time is 
ſhort, and the faſhion of this world paſſeth away. May 
the very Gop of peace ſanctify me wholly; and I pray 
God my whole ſpirit, and ſoul and body, may be preſerv- 
ed blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord Jesvs CHRIST. 
Let goodneſs and' mercy follow me all the days of 
life; when I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, be. thou with me, that I may fear no evil; let 
thy rod and thy ſtaff comfort me. Redeem my, foul from 
the power of the grave, and receive me; guide me by 
thy counſel, and afterwards receive me to glory, through 
Jesus CHRIST my bleſſed Lorp and Saviour; to whom, 
with Thee and the holy Spirit, be all honout and glory, 
thankſgiving and praiſe, for ever and ever. Amen. | 
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4 Pears for rhe Grace of PERSEVERANCE. 


\T E R N AL God, with whom is Keen 
ſtrength, thou art able to keep us from falling, and 
to perform the good work begun in us, till the day of 
Issus CHRIsT. But, Logn, thou knoweſt how weak and 
| changeable I am, how wavering, and bent to backſlid- 
ings how apt to decline and fall off, after I have been 
ſer up, and put in a good hopeful way heaven-ward; and 
m what danger ſtill co undo myſelf, after all the great 
things thou haft done for me. O Toro of love, have 
pity on my infirmities, and ſtrengthen me in my weak- 
neſs. Preſerve me, thou bleſſed Guardian of thy people, 
who keepeſt the feet of thy ſaints; O preſerve me from 
* danger of apoliacy, and falling away from any good 
x beginnings, 


N 
beginnings, to "which thy grace has ever wrought me: 
And put thy fear in my heart, that I may not depart from 
thee: Make me ſo firmly thine, that nothing which 
befals me in the world, may ever part betwixt thee and 
my ſoul ; and make me fo refolute for thy ſervice, that 
nothing which any can fay or do, may interrupt me in, 
or take me off from that way of life which is above to 
the wile, to depart from hell beneath. O let me nat be 
of the number of thoſe that draw back to perdition; 
but of their happy number, who do believe to the faving 
of the ſouu. e 0; bands 
O LoD Gov, thou haſt er to ſhew thy ſervant 
thy gteatneſs, and thy mighty hand; go on, I- pray thee, 
to work för the glory of thy name, and to perfect that 
which concerns me. Thou haſt been my help, leave me 
not, nor forſake me, O Gop of my ſalvation; but hold 
| thou 
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thou me up, and I ſhall be ſafe; and I will have reſpect 
to thy ſtatures continually. Eſtabliſh, O Lov, ſtrength- 
en, ſettle me; and leave me no will or power to reſiſt the 
gracious deſigns and methods of thy love and mercy, for 
the healing and ſaving of my foul. : And as I, by my 
frailty, do ſtill renew my. ſins, gracious Lorp, through 
hy .mercy,; renew me to repentance; and though. I fall, 
et me not utterly be caſt down, but uphold me by thy 
almighty hand preſerve me to thy, heavenly Kingdpm, 
and keep me by thy power, through faith to: ſalvation, 
O make me ſo faithful unto. death, that thou mayeſt give 
me the, crown of life; ſo to endure to the end, that J 
may. be ſaved; that in the end of my life I may receive 
the glorious conſummation of all my hopes, that bleſſed 
end of my faith, the eternal ſalvation of my foul, 
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through JESU Suns, in dear Long and Sa. 
viour, Amn. | 
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6 IL. OR be to thee, O LO p, in nem J live, 
and move, and have my being; who haſt preſerved 
me ever ſince I was born. 

I humbly worſhip thee, O Lory, my heavenly F ather, | 
ckrobgh Jesus CyrisT my. Redeemer; O give me thz 
grace, that I may faithfully ſerve thee all che days of my 
life: Waſh me from the guilt of my (ins in the fountain 
of Ctir1sT's precious blood; fave me daily by thy grace. 
from the practice of in; let thy good Spirit reſtrain, 
and cleanſe the corruption of my nature; help me to 
— thee my Creator, in the days of my youth; 


preſerve. 4 
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preſerve me from thoſe. errors and fallies, to which the 
Frailty of my age does moſt expoſe me, and keep me 
innocent from every great offence; deliver me from 
lying and vanity, from picking and ſtcaling, from 
ſwearing and ſabbath-breaking, and from the tempra- 
r ig hyp lh 04. 
- "Incline my heart to all that is good, that I may be 

modeit and humble, true and juſt, meek and kind, 
temperate and diligent, reſpectful and obedient to all my 
- fJuperiors} that I may tear, and love thee above all, and 
© my- heighbour as myſelf.” Let thy good. providence de- 
Teng me trom all evil night and day; let che grace of thy 


* * 
1 
— 
1 
86 
8 


= ee prevent and aſſiſt me; bleſs me 
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ie learning, and help me daily to increaſe in know- 
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+ Rage and. wildom, and in all virtues ; inſtruct me, O 
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and in the knowledge of thy ſalvation, that I may h live 
holily, die comfortably, and be eternally happy in thy 
kingdom of blifs and glory. 
Bleſs all my dear friends, relations, and benefactots ; 
grant to them whatever may be good for them in this 
life, and guide them and me to everlaſting happineſs id 
thy kingdom, through Jesvs Cugisr, my dear Load. 
and Saviour. Amen. Our Father, &c. * : 
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An ADDRESS before PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


ORD, I am now in thy houſe, aſſiſt me, I pray thee, TT 


and accept of my ſervices : Let thy holy Spirit help 
my infirmities, diſpoſing my heart to ſeriouſneſs, attention, 
and devotion; to the honour of thy holy name, and the he- 
ne fit of my ſoul, through Jesvs Cunisr our Lob. Amen. 
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LESSED be thy name, 0 Lon, for this: oppor- 
tunity of attending thee in thy houſe and ſervice : 


1 Make me, 1 pray thee, a doer of thy word; and not an 
beer only: Accept both us and our . through 


I "our * er Jesus Cusisr. Ame 
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